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PREFACE 
 

The trade of faunal wildlife for bushmeat, traditional medicine, clothings, ornaments, and 

pets involves thousands of species from all over the world. In the past few decades, the 

trade of live animals as pets have increased significantly. Several species are now commonly-

bred in captivity, but the vast majority of wildlife are still taken, legally and illegally, from the 

wild to supply the demand in the market.  

 

In the Philippines, native and non-native wildlife are available in both physical and online live 

pet markets. The ever-increasing number of wildlife species in the trade poses a challenge to 

correctly identify wildlife for law enforcement purposes. The WildALERT database was 

developed to provide law enforcement personnel with an easy-to-use guide in species 

identification.       

 

The WildALERT taxonomic database currently contains 480 taxa including the most 

commonly- and occasionally-traded wildlife in the Philippines. 
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TOPOGRAPHY 
 

 
Frog/Toad 

(Photo credit: E.Y. Sy) 
 

Topography of a frog/toad 

1. eye; 2. nostril; 3. tympanum; 4. parotid gland; 5. tubercle; 6. forelimb; 7. finger; 8. fingertip; 

9. hindlimb; 10. toe  

 
 
 

Salamander/Newt 

(Photo credit: E.Y. Sy) 
 

Topography of a salamander 

1. eye; 2. nostril; 3. forelimb; 4. finger; 5. hindlimb; 6. toe; 7. tail 
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 Crocodile 
 

(Photo credit: E.Y. Sy) 
 

Topography of a crocodilian  

Head: 1. ridges on snout; 2. post-occipital scale; 3. nuchomarginal scale; 4. nuchal scale 

 
 
Lizard 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

(Photo credit: E.Y. Sy) 
 

Topography of a lizard  

1. eye; 2. nostril; 3. tympanum; 4. head; 5. body; 6. forelimb; 7. finger; 8. hindlimb; 9. toe; 10. 

tail  
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Snake 
 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

(Photo credit: K.J. Suetos) 

 
Topography of a snake 

1.  eye; 2. nostril; 3. head; 4. body; 5. tail   

    

(Photo credit: E.Y. Sy) 
 

Snake head – lateral view: 1. nasal; 2. loreal; 3. preocular; 4. postocular; 5. supraocular; 6. 

supralabial/upper labial; 7. infralabial/lower labial; 8. temporal scale 
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(Photo credit: B.A. Tarun) 
Snake head – dorsal view      

1. rostral, 2. prefrontal, 3. frontal, 4. parietal, 5. occipital, 6. supraocular, 7. temporal. 

 

 

Turtle/Tortoise  

(Photo credit: E.Y. Sy) 

Topography of a chelonian carapace (dorsal)   

1. nuchal scute, 2. marginal, 3. supracaudal, 4. vertebral, 5. costal 
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(Photo credit: E.Y. Sy) 

 

Topography of a chelonian plastron (ventral)  

1. intergular scute (scute between two gular scutes; not present on the species in the 

illustration); 2. gular; 3. humeral; 4. pectoral; 5. abdominal; 6. femoral; 7. anal 

 

          
 

Bird 

(Photo credit: E.Y. Sy) 

 

Topography of a bird      

Head: 1. beak/bill; 2. forehead; 3. crown; 4. nape; 5. side of neck; 6. ear coverts; 7. chin;  
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8. throat; body: 9. matle/upper back, 10. back, 11. rump, 12. breast, 13. abdomen, 14. 

scapular; 15. lesser wing coverts; 16. median wing coverts; 17. greater wing coverts; 18. 

secondaries; 19. primaries; 20. tail; 21. undertail coverts.    

 

 
 
Mammal 

(Photo credit: E.Y. Sy) 

 

 

Topography of a mammal   

1. head; 2. ear; 3. body; 4. limbs/legs; 5. tail 
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Tarantula 

(Photo credit: E.Y. Sy) 

 

Topography of a tarantula  

1. pedipalp; 2. chelicera; 3. cephalothorax/prosoma; 4. abdomen/opisthosoma; leg: 5. femur; 

6. patella; 7. tibia; 8. metatarsus; 9. tarsus (tip) 

 

 
Scorpion 
 

(Photo credit: E.Y. Sy) 

 

Topography of a scorpion   

1. pedipalp/pincer, 2. cephalothorax/prosoma, 3. anterior abdomen/ mesosoma (7 segments), 

4. walking legs (4 pairs), 5. tail/metasoma (5 segments), 6. telson/venom bulb.   
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LIST OF TRADED SPECIES  
 

 

R E P T I L E S  

  

Family Scientific Name English Name Page 

Alligatoridae Caiman crocodilus Spectacled Caiman 26 

Alligatoridae Paleosuchus palpebrosus Cuvier's Dwarf Caiman 26 

Crocodylidae Crocodylus mindorensis Philippine Crocodile 26 

Crocodylidae Crocodylus porosus Saltwater Crocodile 27 

Crocodylidae Crocodylus siamensis Siamese Crocodile 27 

Diplodactylidae Correlophus ciliatus New Caledonian Crested Gecko 27 

Diplodactylidae Rhacodactylus auriculatus New Caledonian Bumpy Gecko 28 

Eublepharidae Eublepharis macularius Leopard Gecko 28 

Eublepharidae Hemitheconyx caudicinctus African Fat-tailed Gecko 29 

Gekkonidae Cyrtodactylus philippinicus Philippine Bent-toed Gecko 29 

Gekkonidae Gekko gecko Tokay Gecko 30 

Gekkonidae Phelsuma madagascariensis Madagascan Day Gecko 30 

Gekkonidae Pseudogekko compresicorpus Blue Eye-ringed False Gecko 30 

Gekkonidae Pseudogekko smaragdinus Emerald False Gecko 31 

Agamidae Bronchocela marmorata Marbled Crested Lizard 31 

Agamidae Calotes versicolor Common Garden Lizard 31 

Agamidae Chlamydosaurus kingii Australian Frilled Dragon 32 

Agamidae Draco cyanopterus Emerald Flying Lizard 32 

Agamidae Draco bimaculatus Two-spotted Flying Lizard 33 

Agamidae Draco spilopterus Luzon Flying Lizard 33 

Agamidae Gonocephalus sophiae Dark-spotted Forest Lizard 34 

Agamidae Hydrosaurus pustulatus Philippine Sailfin Lizard 34 

Agamidae Physignathus cocincinus Asian Water Dragon 35 

 

A M P H I B I A N S  
 

Family Scientific Name English Name Page 

Bombinatoridae Bombina orientalis Oriental Fire-bellied Toad 21 

Ceratophryidae Ceratophrys cranwelli Cranwell's Horned Frog 21 

Ceratophryidae Ceratophrys ornata Argentine Horned Frog 22 

Ceratophryidae Lepidobatrachus laevis Budgett's Frog 22 

Hylidae Litoria caerulea White's Treefrog 23 

Pipidae Xenopus laevis African Clawed Frog 23 

Pyxicephalidae Pyxicephalus adspersus African Bullfrog 24 

Rhacophoridae Rhacophorus pardalis Harlequin Tree Frog 24 

Ambystomatidae Ambystoma mexicanum Axolotl 25 

Salamandridae Hypselotriton orientalis Oriental Fire-bellied Newt 25 
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Agamidae Pogona vitticeps Central Bearded Dragon 35 

Agamidae Uromastyx geyri Geyr's Spiny-tailed Lizard 36 

Agamidae Uromastyx ornata Ornate Spiny-tailed Lizard 36 

Chamaeleonidae Chamaeleo calyptratus Veiled Chameleon 36 

Chamaeleonidae Furcifer lateralis Carpet Chameleon 37 

Chamaeleonidae Furcifer pardalis Panther Chameleon 37 

Corytophanidae Basiliscus plumifrons Plumed Basilisk 37 

Iguanidae Brachylophus fasciatus Fiji Banded Iguana 38 

Iguanidae Cyclura cornuta Rhinoceros Iguana 38 

Iguanidae Iguana iguana Green Iguana 38 

Varanidae Varanus bangonorum Mindoro Water Monitor Lizard 39 

Varanidae Varanus bengalensis Bengal Monitor Lizard 39 

Varanidae Varanus bitatawa 
Northern Luzon Forest Monitor 

Lizard 40 

Varanidae Varanus cumingi Yellow-headed Water Monitor 40 

Varanidae Varanus dalubhasa Enteng's Water Monitor Lizard 41 

Varanidae Varanus exanthematicus Bosc's Monitor Lizard 41 

Varanidae Varanus mabitang Panay Forest Monitor Lizard 42 

Varanidae Varanus macraei Blue Tree Monitor Lizard 42 

Varanidae Varanus marmoratus 
Philippine Marbled Water Monitor 

Lizard 42 

Varanidae Varanus nuchalis Visayan Water Monitor Lizard 43 

Varanidae Varanus olivaceus 
Southern Luzon Forest Monitor 

Lizard 43 

Varanidae Varanus prasinus Emerald Tree Monitor Lizard 44 

Varanidae Varanus rainerguentheri Rainer Guenther's Monitor Lizard 44 

Varanidae Varanus samarensis Samar Water Monitor Lizard 44 

Scincidae Corucia zebrata Solomon Island Skink 45 

Scincidae Eutropis multicarinata Two-striped Sun Skink 45 

Scincidae Eutropis multifasciata Many-lined Sun Skink 46 

Scincidae Lamprolepis smaragdina philippinica Emerald Tree Skink 46 

Scincidae Tiliqua gigas Blue-tongued Skink 46 

Scincidae Tiliqua scincoides Eastern Blue-tongued Skink 47 

Scincidae Tribolonotus gracilis Red-eyed Skink 47 

Scincidae Tropidophorus grayi Philippine Waterside Skink 47 

Teiidae Dracaena guianensis Northern Caiman Lizard 48 

Teiidae Salvator merianae Argentine Black and White Tegu 48 

Teiidae Salvator rufescens Red Tegu 49 

Helodermatidae Heloderma suspectum Gila Monster 49 

Lanthanotidae Lanthanotus borneensis Earless Monitor Lizard 50 

Acrochordidae Acrochordus granulatus Banded File Snake 50 

Boidae Boa constrictor Red-tailed Boa 51 

Boidae Candoia aspera New Guinea Ground Boa 51 

Boidae Candoia carinata Pacific Ground Boa 51 
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Boidae Candoia paulsoni Solomon Island Ground Boa 52 

Boidae Corallus caninus Emerald Tree Boa 52 

Boidae Epicrates cenchria Brazilian Rainbow Boa 53 

Boidae Eunectes murinus Green Anaconda 53 

Boidae Eunectes notaeus Yellow Anaconda 54 

Boidae Gongylophis colubrinus East African Sand Boa 54 

Colubridae Ahaetulla prasina preocularis Philippine Vine Snake 54 

Colubridae Boiga angulata Philippine Blunt-headed Cat Snake 55 

Colubridae Boiga cynodon Dog-toothed Cat Snake 55 

Colubridae Boiga dendrophila divergens Luzon Mangrove Snake 55 

Colubridae Boiga dendrophila latisfasciata Mindanao Mangrove Snake 56 

Colubridae Boiga dendrophila multicincta Palawan Mangrove Snake 56 

Colubridae Boiga philippina Philippine Cat-eyed Snake 56 

Colubridae Cerberus schneiderii Schneider's Dog-faced Water Snake 57 

Colubridae Chrysopelea paradisi variabilis Variable Paradise Tree Snake 57 

Colubridae Coelognathus erythrurus erythrurus Mindanao Red-tailed Rat Snake 58 

Colubridae Coelognathus erythrurus manillensis Luzon Red-tailed Ratsnake 58 

Colubridae Dendrelaphis luzonensis Luzon Bronzeback Snake 58 

Colubridae Dendrelaphis marenae Maren's Bronzeback Snake 59 

Colubridae Gonyosoma oxycephalum Green Red-tailed Ratsnake 59 

Colubridae Heterodon nasicus Western Hognose Snake 60 

Colubridae Lampropeltis annulata Mexican Milksnake 60 

Colubridae Lampropeltis californiae California Kingsnake 60 

Colubridae Lampropeltis getula floridana Florida Kingsnake 61 

Colubridae Lampropeltis getula getula Common Kingsnake 61 

Colubridae Lampropeltis getula nigrita Mexican Black Kingsnake 61 

Colubridae Lampropeltis triangulum campbelli Pueblan Milksnake 62 

Colubridae Lampropeltis triangulum nelsoni Nelson's Milksnake 62 

Colubridae Lampropeltis triangulum triangulum Eastern Milksnake 62 

Colubridae Lycodon capucinus Common Wolf Snake 63 

Colubridae Oligodon ancorus Northern Short-headed Snake 63 

Colubridae Pantherophis guttatus Cornsnake 64 

Colubridae Ptyas luzonensis Luzon Mountain Ratsnake 64 

Colubridae Rhabdophis spilogaster Luzon Keelback Snake 65 

Elapidae Hemibungarus calligaster Luzon Barred Coral Snake 65 

Elapidae Naja kaouthia Monocled Cobra 66 

Elapidae Naja philippinensis Northern Philippine Cobra 66 

Elapidae Naja samarensis Southern Philippne Cobra 67 

Elapidae Naja sumatrana Equatorial Cobra 67 

Elapidae Ophiophagus hannah King Cobra 68 

Pythonidae Aspidites ramsayi Woma Python 68 

Pythonidae Bothrochilus albertisii Northern White-lipped Python 68 
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Pythonidae Malayopython reticulatus Reticulated Python 69 

Pythonidae Morelia spilota Carpet python 69 

Pythonidae Morelia viridis Green Tree Python 69 

Pythonidae Python bivittatus Burmese Python 70 

Pythonidae Python brongersmai Brongersma's Short-tailed Python 70 

Pythonidae Python curtus Sumatran Short-tailed Python 70 

Pythonidae Python regius Ball Python 71 

Viperidae Calloselasma rhodostoma Malayan Pit Viper 71 

Viperidae Daboia russelii Russell's Viper 71 

Viperidae Trimeresurus flavomaculatus Philippine Yellow-spotted Pitviper 72 

Viperidae Trimeresurus mcgregori Batanes Pitviper 72 

Viperidae Trimeresurus shultzei Palawan Pitviper 73 

Viperidae Tropidolaemus philippensis Philippine Keeled Pitviper 73 

Viperidae Tropidolaemus subannulatus Southeast Asian Keeled Pitviper 74 

Carettochelyidae Carettochelys insculpta Fly River Turtle 74 

Cheloniidae Caretta caretta Loggerhead Sea Turtle 74 

Cheloniidae Chelonia mydas Green Sea Turtle 75 

Cheloniidae Eretmochelys imbricata Hawksbill Sea Turtle 75 

Cheloniidae Lepidochelys olivacea Olive Ridley Sea Turtle 76 

Chelydridae Chelydra serpentina Common Snapping Turtle 76 

Chelydridae Macrochelys temminckii Alligator Snapping Turtle 77 

Chelydridae Platysternon megacephalum Big-headed Turtle 77 

Dermochelyidae Dermochelys coriacea Leatherback Sea Turtle 78 

Emydidae Chrysemys picta bellii Western Painted Turtle 78 

Emydidae Graptemys ouachitensis Ouachita Map Turtle 79 

Emydidae 
Graptemys pseudogeographica  

pseudogeographica 
False Map Turtle 

79 

Emydidae 
Graptemys pseudogeographica 

kohni 
Mississippi Map Turtle 

80 

Emydidae Malaclemys terrapin Diamondback Terrapin 80 

Emydidae Pseudemys concinna River Cooter 81 

Emydidae Pseudemys floridana Florida Cooter 81 

Emydidae Pseudemys peninsularis Peninsula Cooter 82 

Emydidae Pseudemys rubriventris Northern Red-bellied Turtle 82 

Emydidae Terrapene carolina Common Box Turtle 83 

Emydidae Terrapene ornata Ornate Box Turtle 83 

Emydidae Trachemys scripta elegans Red-eared Slider 84 

Emydidae Trachemys scripta scripta Yellow-bellied Turtle 84 

Geoemydidae Batagur borneoensis Painted Batagur 85 

Geoemydidae Cuora amboinensis Southeast Asian Turtle 85 

Geoemydidae Cyclemys dentata Asian Leaf Turtle 86 

Geoemydidae Geoclemys hamiltonii Spotted Pond Turtle 86 

Geoemydidae Geoemyda spengleri Black-breasted Leaf Turtle 87 

Geoemydidae Heosemys annandalii Yellow-headed Temple Turtle 87 
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Geoemydidae Heosemys grandis Giant Asian Pond Turtle 88 

Geoemydidae Heosemys spinosa Spiny Turtle 88 

Geoemydidae Leucocephalon yuwonoi Sulawesi Forest Turtle 89 

Geoemydidae Mauremys reevesii Reeve's Turtle 89 

Geoemydidae Mauremys sinensis Chinese Stripe-necked Turtle 90 

Geoemydidae Orlitia borneensis Bornean Giant Turtle 90 

Geoemydidae Pangshura tecta Indian Roofed Turtle 91 

Geoemydidae Pangshura tentoria Indian Tent Turtle 91 

Geoemydidae Rhinoclemmys pulcherrima Painted Wood Turtle 92 

Geoemydidae Siebenrockiella crassicollis Black Marsh Turtle 92 

Geoemydidae Siebenrockiella leytensis Philippine Forest Turtle 93 

Kinosternidae Kinosternon flavescens Yellow Mud Turtle 93 

Kinosternidae Kinosternon scorpioides Scorpion Mud Turtle 94 

Kinosternidae Staurotypus triporcatus Mexican Giant Musk Turtle 94 

Kinosternidae Sternotherus carinatus Razor-backed Musk Tirtle 95 

Kinosternidae Sternotherus odoratus Common Musk Turtle 95 

Testudinidae Aldabrachelys gigantea Aldabra Giant Tortoise 96 

Testudinidae Astrochelys radiata Radiated Tortoise 96 

Testudinidae Astrochelys yniphora Ploughshare Tortoise 97 

Testudinidae Centrochelys sulcata African Spur-thighed Tortoise 97 

Testudinidae Chelonoidis carbonarius   Red-footed Tortoise 98 

Testudinidae Chelonoidis denticulatus Yellow-footed Tortoise 98 

Testudinidae Geochelone elegans Indian Star Tortoise 99 

Testudinidae Geochelone platynota Burmese Star Tortoise 99 

Testudinidae Indotestudo elongata Elongated Tortoise 100 

Testudinidae Indotestudo forstenii Forsten's Tortoise 100 

Testudinidae Kinixys belliana Bell's Hingeback Tortoise 101 

Testudinidae Kinixys erosa Eroded Hingeback Tortoise 101 

Testudinidae Kinixys homeana Home's Hingeback Tortoise 102 

Testudinidae Kinixys spekii Speke's Hingeback Tortoise 102 

Testudinidae Malacochersus tornieri Pancake Tortoise 103 

Testudinidae Manouria emys Asian Forest Tortoise 103 

Testudinidae Manouria impressa Impressed Tortoise 104 

Testudinidae Stigmochelys pardalis Leopard Tortoise 104 

Testudinidae Testudo graeca Greek Tortoise 105 

Testudinidae Testudo hermanni Hermann's Tortoise 105 

Testudinidae Testudo horsfieldii Horsfield's Tortoise 106 

Testudinidae Testudo kleinmanni Egyptian Tortoise 106 

Testudinidae Testudo marginata Marginated Tortoise 107 

Trionychidae Apalone ferox Florida Softshell Turtle 107 

Trionychidae Lissemys punctata andersoni Indian Flap-shelled Turtle 108 

Trionychidae Pelochelys cantorii Cantor's Giant Softshell Turtle 108 
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Trionychidae Pelodiscus sinensis Chinese Softshell Turtle 109 

Chelidae Chelodina oblonga Northern Snake-necked Turtle 109 

Chelidae Chelus fimbriata Mata Mata 110 

Chelidae Elseya branderhorsti White-bellied Snapping Turtle 110 

Chelidae Elseya novaeguineae New Guinea Snapping Turtle 111 

Chelidae Emydura subglobosa Red-bellied Short-necked Turtle 111 

Chelidae Platemys platycephala Twist-necked Turtle 112 

Pelomedusidae Pelomedusa subrufa Africa Helmeted Turtle 112 

Pelomedusidae Pelusios castaneus West African Mud Turtle 113 

Podocnemididae Podocnemis unifilis Yellow-spotted Sideneck Turtle 113 

 

B I R D S  

  

Family Scientific Name English Name Page 

Accipitridae Accipiter gularis Japanese Sparrowhawk 114 

Accipitridae Accipiter soloensis Chinese Sparrowhawk 114 

Accipitridae Accipiter trivirgatus Crested Goshawk 115 

Accipitridae Butastur indicus Grey-faced Buzzard 115 

Accipitridae Circus melanoleucos Pied Harrier 116 

Accipitridae Circus spilonotus Eastern Marsh Harrier 116 

Accipitridae Elanus caeruleus Black-shouldered Kite 117 

Accipitridae Ichthyophaga ichthyaetus Grey-headed Fish Eagle 117 

Accipitridae Haliaeetus leucogaster White-bellied Sea Eagle 118 

Accipitridae Haliastur indus Brahminy Kite 118 

Accipitridae Lophotriorchis kienerii Rufous-bellied Eagle 119 

Accipitridae Nisaetus philippensis Northern Philippine Hawk Eagle 119 

Accipitridae Pernis ptilorhyncus Crested Honey Buzzard 120 

Accipitridae Pernis steerei Philippine Honey Buzzard 120 

Accipitridae Pithecophaga jefferyi Philippine Eagle 121 

Accipitridae Spilornis holospilus Philippine Serpent Eagle 121 

Anatidae Anas luzonica Philippine Duck 122 

Bucerotidae Anthracoceros marchei Palawan Hornbill 122 

Bucerotidae Buceros hydrocorax Luzon Rufous Hornbill 122 

Bucerotidae Buceros mindanensis Mindanao Rufous Hornbill 123 

Bucerotidae Buceros mindanensis semigaleatus Visayan Rufous Hornbill 123 

Bucerotidae Penelopides affinis Mindanao Tarictic Hornbill 124 

Bucerotidae Penelopides manillae Luzon Tarictic Hornbill 125 

Bucerotidae Penelopides panini Visayan Tarictic Hornbill 126 

Bucerotidae Rhyticeros plicatus Papuan Hornbill 127 

Casuariidae Casuarius casuarius Southern Cassowary 127 

Casuariidae Casuarius unappendiculatus Northern Cassowary 128 

Columbidae Caloenas nicobarica Nicobar Pigeon 128 

Columbidae Chalcophaps indica Grey-capped Emerald Dove 129 
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Columbidae Columba vitiensis Metallic Pigeon 129 

Columbidae Ducula aenea Green Imperial Pigeon 130 

Columbidae Ducula bicolor Pied Imperial Pigeon 130 

Columbidae Ducula carola Spotted Imperial Pigeon 131 

Columbidae Ducula pinon Pinon's Imperial Pigeon 131 

Columbidae Ducula poliocephala Pink-bellied Imperial Pigeon 132 

Columbidae Gallicolumba crinigera Mindanao Bleeding Heart 132 

Columbidae Gallicolumba keayi Negros Bleeding Heart 133 

Columbidae Gallicolumba luzonica Luzon Bleeding Heart 133 

Columbidae Geopelia cuneata Diamond Dove 134 

Columbidae Geopelia striata Zebra Dove 134 

Columbidae Goura cristata Western Crowned Pigeon 135 

Columbidae Goura scheepmakeri Southern Crowned Pigeon 135 

Columbidae Goura victoria Victoria Crowned Pigeon 136 

Columbidae Macropygia phasianella Brown Cuckoo Dove 136 

Columbidae Macropygia tenuirostris Philippine Cuckoo Dove 137 

Columbidae Phapitreron leucotis White-eared Brown Dove 137 

Columbidae Ramphiculus merrilli Cream-bellied Fruit Dove 138 

Columbidae Gallicolumba platenae Mindoro Bleeding Heart 138 

Columbidae Ramphiculus leclancheri Black-chinned Fruit Dove 139 

Columbidae Ramphiculus occipitalis Yellow-breasted Fruit Dove 139 

Columbidae Spilopelia chinensis Eastern Spotted Dove 140 

Columbidae Streptopelia dusumieri Philippine Collared Dove 140 

Columbidae Streptopelia roseogrisea African Collared Dove 141 

Columbidae Streptopelia tranquebarica Red Turtle Dove 141 

Columbidae Treron axillaris Philippine Green Pigeon 142 

Columbidae Treron vernans Pink-necked Green Pidgeon 142 

Halcenidae Halcyon smyrnensis White-collared Kingfisher 143 

Cuculidae Dasylophus superciliosus Red-crested Malkoha 143 

Cuculidae Eudynamys scolopaceus Asian Koel 144 

Falconidae Falco peregrinus calidus Peregrine Falcon 144 

Falconidae Falco peregrinus ernesti Ernest's Peregrine Falcon 145 

Falconidae Falco tinnunculus Common Kestrel 145 

Falconidae Microhierax erythrogenys Philippine Falconet 146 

Numididae Numida meleagris Helmeted Guineafowl 146 

Phasianidae Chrysolophus amherstiae Lady Amherst's Pheasant 147 

Phasianidae Chrysolophus pictus Golden Pheasant 147 

Phasianidae Gallus gallus Red Jungle Fowl 148 

Phasianidae Lophura nycthemera Silver Pheasant 148 

Phasianidae Pavo cristatus Indian Peafowl 149 

Phasianidae Phasianus colchicus Ring-necked Pheasant 149 

Phasianidae Phasianus versicolor Green Pheasant 150 
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Phasianidae Polyplectron napoleonis Palawan Peacock Pheasant 150 

Rallidae Gallinula chloropus Common Moorhen 151 

Rallidae Amaurornis phoenicurus White-breasted Waterhen 151 

Rallidae Gallicrex cinerea Watercock 152 

Rallidae Hypotaenidia philippensis Buff-banded Rail 152 

Rallidae Lewinia striata Slaty-breasted Rail 153 

Rallidae Hypotaenidia torquata Barred Rail 153 

Rallidae Porphyrio pulverulentus Philippine Swamphen 154 

Rallidae Amaurornis cinerea White-browed Crake 154 

Corvidae Corvus macrorhynchos Large-billed Crow 154 

Dicaeidae Dicaeum australe Red-keeled Flowerpecker 155 

Estrildidae Amadina fasciata Cut-throat Finch 155 

Estrildidae Chloebia gouldiae Gouldian Finch 155 

Estrildidae Lonchura atricapilla Chestnut Munia 156 

Estrildidae Lonchura oryzivora Java Sparrow 156 

Estrildidae Neochmia ruficauda Star Finch 157 

Estrildidae Poephila acuticauda Long-tailed Finch 157 

Estrildidae Poephila bichenovii Double-barred Finch 157 

Estrildidae Taeniopygia guttata Timor Zebra Finch 158 

Estrildidae Uraeginthus cyanocephalus Blue-capped Cordon Bleu 158 

Fringillidae Serinus canaria Island Canary 159 

Oriolidae Oriolus chinensis Black-naped Oriole 159 

Paradisaeidae Paradisaea rubra Red Bird-of-paradise 160 

Passeridae Passer montanus Eurasian Tree Sparrow 160 

Pycnonotidae Hypsipetes philippinus Philippine Bulbul 161 

Pycnonotidae Pycnonotus goiavier Yellow-vented Bulbul 161 

Rhipiduridae Rhipidura nigritorquis Philippine Pied Fantail 162 

Sturnidae Acridotheres cristatellus Crested Myna 162 

Sturnidae Aplonis panayensis Asian Glossy Starling 162 

Sturnidae Basilornis corythaix Long-crested Myna 163 

Sturnidae Gracula religiosa palawanensis Palawan Hill Myna 163 

Sturnidae Mino dumontii Yellow-faced Myna 164 

Sturnidae Sarcops calvus Coleto 164 

Zosteropidae Zosterops meyeni Lowland White-eye 165 

Ardeidae Nycticorax nycticorax Black-crowned Night Heron 165 

Ramphastidae Ramphastos toco Toco Toucan 166 

Cacatuidae Cacatua alba White Cockatoo 166 

Cacatuidae Cacatua sulphurea citrinocristata Citron-crested Cockatoo 167 

Cacatuidae Cacatua ducorpsii Solomons Cockatoo 167 

Cacatuidae Cacatua galerita Sulfur-crested Cockatoo 168 

Cacatuidae Cacatua goffiniana Tanimbar Corella 168 

Cacatuidae Cacatua haematuropygia Red-vented Cockatoo 169 
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Cacatuidae Cacatua moluccensis Salmon-crested Cockatoo 169 

Cacatuidae Cacatua sanguinea Little Corella 170 

Cacatuidae Cacatua ophthalmica Blue-eyed Cockatoo 170 

Cacatuidae Cacatua sulphurea sulphurea Yellow-crested Cockatoo 171 

Cacatuidae Eolophus roseicapilla Galah 171 

Cacatuidae Lophochroa leadbeateri Major Mitchell's Cockatoo 172 

Cacatuidae Nymphicus hollandicus Cockatiel 172 

Cacatuidae Probosciger aterrimus Palm Cockatoo 173 

Psittacidae Amazona aestiva Turquoise-fronted Amazon 173 

Psittacidae Amazona albifrons White-fronted Amazon 174 

Psittacidae Amazona amazonica Orange-winged Amazon 174 

Psittacidae Amazona auropalliata Yellow-naped Amazon 175 

Psittacidae Amazona autumnalis Red-lored Amazon 175 

Psittacidae Amazona leucocephala Cuban Amazon 176 

Psittacidae Amazona ochrocephala Yellow-crowned Amazon 176 

Psittacidae Amazona rhodocorytha Red-browed Amazon 177 

Psittacidae Anodorhynchus hyacinthinus Hyacinth Macaw 177 

Psittacidae Ara ambiguus Great Green Macaw 178 

Psittacidae Ara ararauna Blue and Yellow Macaw 178 

Psittacidae Ara chloropterus Red and Green Macaw 179 

Psittacidae Ara glaucogularis Blue-throated Macaw 179 

Psittacidae Ara macao Scarlet Macaw 180 

Psittacidae Ara militaris Military Macaw 180 

Psittacidae Ara severus Chestnut-fronted Macaw 181 

Psittacidae Aratinga auricapillus Golden-capped Parakeet 181 

Psittacidae Aratinga jandaya Jandaya Parakeet 182 

Psittacidae Psittacara mitratus Mitred Parakeet 182 

Psittacidae Aratinga solstitialis Sun Parakeet 183 

Psittacidae Deroptyus accipitrinus Hawk-headed Parrot 183 

Psittacidae Diopsittaca nobilis Northern Red-shouldered Macaw 184 

Psittacidae Eupsittula pertinax Brown-throated Parakeet 184 

Psittacidae Forpus coelestis Pacific Parrotlet 185 

Psittacidae Myiopsitta monachus Monk Parakeet 185 

Psittacidae Orthopsittaca manilatus Red-bellied Macaw 186 

Psittacidae Pionites leucogaster White-bellied Parrot 186 

Psittacidae Pionites melanocephalus Black-headed Parrot 187 

Psittacidae Pionus fuscus Dusky Parrot 187 

Psittacidae Pionus menstruus Blue-headed Parrot 188 

Psittacidae Poicephalus senegalus Senegal Parrot 188 

Psittacidae Psittacara erythrogenys Red-masked Parakeet 189 

Psittacidae Psittacara leucophthalmus White-eyed Parakeet 189 

Psittacidae Psittacara wagleri Scarlet-fronted Conure 189 
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Psittacidae Psittacus erithacus Grey Parrot 190 

Psittacidae Pyrrhura cruentata Ochre-marked Parakeet 190 

Psittacidae Pyrrhura molinae Green-cheeked Conure 191 

Psittacidae Pyrrhura perlata Crimson-bellied Parakeet 191 

Psittacidae Pyrrhura picta Painted Parakeet 192 

Psittacidae Pyrrhura roseifrons Red-fronted Parakeet 192 

Psittacidae Agapornis canus Grey-headed Lovebird 193 

Psittacidae Agapornis fischeri Fischer's Lovebird 193 

Psittacidae Agapornis lilianae Nyasa Lovebird 194 

Psittacidae Agapornis nigrigenis Black-cheeked Lovebird 194 

Psittacidae Agapornis personatus Black-masked Lovebird 195 

Psittacidae Agapornis roseicollis Rosy-faced Lovebird 195 

Psittacidae Agapornis taranta Black-winged Lovebird 196 

Psittacidae Alisterus amboinensis Moluccan King Parrot 196 

Psittacidae Alisterus chloropterus Papuan King Parrot 197 

Psittacidae Bolbopsittacus lunulatus Guaiabero 197 

Psittacidae Chalcopsitta atra Black Lory 198 

Psittacidae Chalcopsitta scintillata Yellow-streaked Lory 198 

Psittacidae Eclectus roratus Eclectus Parrot 199 

Psittacidae Eos bornea Red Lory 199 

Psittacidae Eos histrio Red and Blue Lory 200 

Psittacidae Eos reticulata Blue-streaked Lory 200 

Psittacidae Eos riciniata Bechstein's Violet-necked Lory 201 

Psittacidae Eos squamata Violet-necked Lory 201 

Psittacidae Loriculus philippensis Philippine Hanging Parrot 202 

Psittacidae Lorius chlorocercus Yellow-bibbed Lory 202 

Psittacidae Lorius garrulus Chattering Lory 203 

Psittacidae Lorius lory Blacked-capped Parrot 203 

Psittacidae Melopsittacus undulatus Budgerigar 204 

Psittacidae Neophema pulchella Turquoise Parrot 204 

Psittacidae Neopsephotus bourkii Bourke's Parrot 205 

Psittacidae Platycercus elegans Crimson Rosella 205 

Psittacidae Platycercus eximius Eastern Rosella 206 

Psittacidae Prioniturus discurus Blue-crowned Racquet-tail Parrot 206 

Psittacidae Prioniturus luconensis Green Racquet-tail Parrot 207 

Psittacidae Prioniturus platenae Blue-headed Racquet-tail 207 

Psittacidae Psephotus haematonotus Red-rumped Parrot 207 

Psittacidae Pseudeos fuscata Dusky Lory 208 

Psittacidae Psittacula alexandri Red-breasted Parakeet 208 

Psittacidae Psittacula cyanocephala Plum-headed Parakeet 209 

Psittacidae Psittacula derbiana Lord Derby's Parakeet 209 

Psittacidae Psittacula eupatria Alexandrine Parakeet 210 
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Psittacidae Psittacula krameri Rose-ringed Parakeet  210 

Psittacidae Psittaculirostris desmarestii Large Fig Parrot 210 

Psittacidae Tanygnathus lucionensis Blue-naped Parrot 211 

Psittacidae Tanygnathus megalorynchos Great-billed Parrot 211 

Psittacidae Tanygnathus sumatranus Blue-backed Parrot 212 

Psittacidae Trichoglossus haematodus Coconut Lorikeet 212 

Psittacidae Trichoglossus johnstoniae Mindanao Lorikeet 213 

Psittacidae Psittrichas fulgidus Pesquet's Parrot 213 

Strigidae Bubo philippensis Philippine Eagle Owl 214 

Strigidae Ninox philippensis Luzon Hawk Owl 214 

Strigidae Otus megalotis Luzon Lowland Scops Owl 215 

Tytonidae Tyto longimembris amauronota Philippine Grass Owl 215 

Struthionidae Struthio camelus Ostrich 216 

 

M A M M A L S  

  

Family Scientific Name English Name Page 

Bovidae Bubalus mindorensis Tamaraw 217 

Cervidae Cervus mariannus Philippine Deer 217 

Suidae Sus ahoenobarbus Palawan Bearded Pig 218 

Suidae Sus cebifrons Visayan Warty Pig 218 

Suidae Sus philippensis Philippine Warty Pig 219 

Tragulidae Tragulus nigricans Balabac Mouse Deer 219 

Mephitidae Mydaus marchei Palawan Stink Badger 219 

Ursidae Helarctos malayanus Sun Bear 220 

Felidae Prionailurus javanensis Sunda Leopard Cat 220 

Viverridae Arctictis binturong Asian Bearcat 221 

Viverridae Paradoxurus philippinensis Philippine Palm Civet 221 

Viverridae Viverra tangalunga Malayan Civet 222 

Mustelidae Amblonyx cinerea Asian Small-clawed Otter 222 

Pteropodidae Acerodon jubatus Golden-crowned Flying Fox 223 

Petauridae Petaurus breviceps Sugar Glider 223 

Phalangeridae Ailurops ursinus Sulawesi Bear Cuscus 224 

Erinaceidae Atelerix albiventris Four-toed Hedgehog 224 

Tachyglossidae Zaglossus bruijnii Western Long-beaked Echidna 224 

Manidae Manis culionensis Philippine Pangolin 225 

Lorisidae Nycticebus menagensis Philippine Slow Loris 225 

Cercopithecidae Macaca fascicularis Long-tailed Macaque 226 

Cercopithecidae Macaca nigra Sulawesi Crested Macaque 226 

Hominidae Pongo pygmaeus Bornean Orangutan 227 

Tarsiidae Tarsius syrichta Philippine Tarsier 227 

Hystricidae Hystrix pumila Philippine Porcupine 228 

Muridae Phloeomys cumingi Southern Luzon Giant Cloud Rat 228 
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Muridae Phloeomys pallidus Northern Luzon Giant Cloud Rat 228 

Sciuridae Callosciurus finlaysonii Variable squirrel 229 

Sciuridae Sundasciurus steerii Southern Palawan Tree Squirrel 229 

Macropodidae Dorcopsis hageni White-striped Wallaby 229 

 

I N V E R T E B R A T E S  
  

Family Scientific Name English Name Page 

Theraphosidae Acanthoscurria geniculata Brazilian Whiteknee Tarantula 230 

Theraphosidae Aphonopelma seemanni Costa Rican Zebra Tarantula 230 

Theraphosidae Avicularia avicularia Pink-toed Tarantula 230 

Theraphosidae Tliltocatl albopilosum Curlyhair Tarantula 231 

Theraphosidae Brachypelma auratum Mexican Flameknee Tarantula 231 

Theraphosidae Brachypelma boehmei Mexican Fireleg Tarantula 231 

Theraphosidae Brachypelma emilia Mexican Redleg Tarantula 232 

Theraphosidae Brachypelma hamorii Mexican Redknee Tarantula 232 

Theraphosidae Brachypelma vagans Mexican Redrump Tarantula 232 

Theraphosidae Ceratogyrus darlingi Rear Horned Baboon Tarantula 233 

Theraphosidae Ceratogyrus marshalli Straight Horned Baboon Tarantula 233 

Theraphosidae Chromatopelma cyaneopubescens Green Bottle Blue Tarantula 233 

Theraphosidae Cyriopagopus lividus Cobalt Blue Tarantula 234 

Theraphosidae Cyriopagopus minax Thailand Black Tarantula 234 

Theraphosidae Grammostola pulchra Brazilian Black Tarantula 234 

Theraphosidae Grammostola pulchripes Chaco Golden Knee Tarantula 235 

Theraphosidae Grammostola rosea Chilean Rose Hair Tarantula 235 

Theraphosidae Heteroscodra maculata Togo Starburst Tarantula 235 

Theraphosidae Hysterocrates gigas Giant Baboon Tarantula 236 

Theraphosidae Lasiodora parahybana Brazilian Salmon Tarantula 236 

Theraphosidae Orphnaecus philippinus Philippine Orange Tarantula 236 

Theraphosidae Poecilotheria fasciata Sri Lankan Ornamental Tarantula 237 

Theraphosidae Poecilotheria regalis Indian Ornamental Tarantula 237 

Theraphosidae Pterinochilus murinus 
Mombasa Golden Starburst 

Tarantula 237 

Theraphosidae Theraphosa blondi Goliath Birdeater Tarantula 238 

Buthidae Isometrus maculatus Lesser Brown Scorpion 238 

Buthidae Leiurus quinquestriatus Deathstalker Scorpion 238 

Buthidae Parabuthus transvaalicus 
South African Thick-tailed 

Scorpion 239 

Scorpionidae Heterometrus longimanus Giant Asian Forest Scorpion 239 

Scorpionidae Pandinus imperator Emperor Scorpion 239 
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SPECIES PROFILES 
 

AMPHIBIANS 

Size (SVL in cm): 8 cm SVL 

Family: Bombinatoridae 

SN: Bombina orientalis 

English Name: Oriental Fire-

bellied Toad 

Description:  

Head and neck: No tympanic 

membrane present; pupils are 

triangular; tubercles on the head. 

Body: Small body size; females 

slightly larger than males; Dorsal - 

Dark coloration from brownish grey 

to bright green with dark spots and 

tubercles; Ventral - Bright dark 

orange to yellow with reticulated 

pattern and no tubercles. 

Limbs: Forelimbs with four 

unwebbed fingers; hindlimbs are 

webbed. 

 

 

 

Size: 13 cm SVL 

Family: Ceratophryidae 

SN: Ceratophrys cranwelli 

English Name: Cranwell's Horned 

Frog 

Description: 

Head and neck: brown or green; 

head large with dark brown 

blotches; mouth large; fleshy 

projections on top of eyelids. 

Body: brown or green with dark 

brown blotches; almost round in 

shape when viewed above. 

Limbs: short; same color as body; 

fingers not webbed. 
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Size: 12 cm SVL 

Family: Ceratophryidae 

SN: Ceratophrys ornata 

English Name: Argentine Horned 

Frog  

Description: 

Head and neck: light green to 

yellowish green; head large with 

dark smaller dark brown blotches 

than C. cranwelli; mouth large; fleshy 

projections on top of eyelids; throat 

whitish with dark markings.  

Body: green with dark dark brown 

blotches; almost round in shape 

when viewed above.  

Limbs: short; same color as body; 

fingers not webbed. 

 

 

 

 

Size: 10 cm SVL 

Family: Ceratophryidae 

SN: Lepidobatrachus laevis 

English Name: Budgett's Frog  

Description: 

Head and neck: grey; eyes 

oriented dorsally, close to each 

other; head and mouth large; two 

fangs on lower jaw. 

Body: robust, flattened; grey 

Limbs: limbs short; digits pointed 

tip; fingers not webbed. 
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Size: 12 cm SVL 

Family: Hylidae 

SN: Litoria caerulea 

English Name: White's Treefrog  

Description: 

Head and neck: green or brown; 

lower lip white; tympanum visible; 

pupil horizontal; ridge on top of 

tympanum; throat white. 

Body: green or brown; large and 

stout; skin smooth; with white 

round spots  

Limbs: limbs mascular; tip of digits 

with large discs. 

 

 

 

Size: 12 cm SVL 

Family: Pipidae 

SN: Xenopus laevis 

English Name: African Clawed 

Frog 

Description: 

Head and neck: Wedge-shaped 

head without tongue and visible ear 

opening; two small eyes with no 

eyelids on the dorsal part of the 

head. 

Body: Dorsal - Dorso-ventrally flat 

with smooth and slippery skin; 

natural color varies from olive 

green, grey, and brown with lateral 

lines visible in dorsal view; Ventral-

Creamy white to yellow; 5-12 cm 

SVL. 

Limbs: Forelimbs are short and 

unwebbed; Hindlimbs are robust, 

three clawed toes and webbed. 
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Size: 24 cm SVL 

Family: Pyxicephalidae 

SN: Pyxicephalus adspersus 

English Name: African Bullfrog 

Description: 

Head and neck: Large head with 

big mouth; three teeth (odotodes) 

present on the lower jaw. 

Body: Ventral-Coloration is mainly 

olive in both genders, males have 

yellow or orange color on throat 

while females have white throat. 

Limbs: Forelimbs with thick fingers 

and not webbed; hindlimbs are 

slightly webbed. 

 

 

 

Size: 7 cm SVL 

Family: Rhacophoridae 

SN: Rhacophorus pardalis 

English Name: Harlequin Tree 

Frog 

Description: 

Head and neck: Rounded snout 

with large protruding eyes. 

Body: Small to medium in size, 

females are larger than males; 4-7cm 

SVL;  

Dorsal - smooth; color is variable -

light green, tan and reddish brown 

with or without several white or 

yellow spots; Ventral - coarsely 

granulated; yellow with dark spots 

with orange reticulated pattern. 

Limbs: Toes have expanded discs; 

fingers and toes are fully webbed; 

webbings are orange in coloration. 
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Size: 45 cm TL 

Family: Ambystomatidae 

SN: Ambystoma mexicanum 

English Name: Axolotl 

Description: 

Head and neck: greenish grey 

with small dark spots; eyes small; 3 

pairs of external gills behind the 

head; head wide; eyes small and 

lidless.  

Body: elongated, tubular; smooth 

and slimy. 

Limbs and tail:  digits slender with 

black claws; tail laterally 

compressed. 

 

 

 

 

Size: 10 cm SVL 

Family: Salamandridae 

SN: Hypselotriton orientalis 

English Name: Oriental Fire-

bellied Newt 

Description: 

Head and neck: head short, 

tapering, black; eyes moderate; chin 

orange. 

Body: small and slender; dorsal 

uniform black; ventral bright orange 

with black spots   

Limbs and tail: limbs moderate 

with slender digits; dorsal of tail 

black, ventral with orange stripe; tail 

laterally compressed. 
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SPECIES PROFILES 
 

REPTILES 

Size: 250 cm total length (TL) 

Family: Alligatoridae 

SN: Caiman crocodilus 

English Name: Spectacled Caiman 

Description:  

Head and neck: ridge between the eye.  

Body: color varies from yellowish grey to 

greenish brown; large black spots on sides.  

Limbs and tail: limbs dark grey to black; 

tail with six broad black vertical bars 

 

 

Size: 140 cm TL 

Family: Alligatoridae 

SN: Paleosuchus palpebrosus 

English Name: Cuvier's Dwarf Caiman 

Description: 

Smallest extant crocodilian. 

Head and neck: Head dark brown; snout 

upturned tip; neck relatively slender; post 

occipital usually two rows; nuchal 4 to 5 

rows. 

Body: dark brown to dark grey; dorsal 

longitudinal row 18; transverse row 6 to 

10; ventral longtitudinal row 21 to 22; 

transverse row 16.  

Limbs and tail: dark grey; tail with two 

rows of scutes 

 

 

 

 

      

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Size: 300 cm TL 

Family: Crocodylidae 

SN: Crocodylus mindorensis 

English Name: Philippine Crocodile 

Description: 

Head and neck: snout broad; post 

occipital scale usually 6, ranges 4 to 6; 

ridge onto snout, not tip. 

Body: Greenish brown to dark grey with 

dark spots or transverse bars; 3m in TL; 

ventral scale row 22-26; females 1.5m TL.  

Limbs and tail: Limbs with dark spots; 

web on hindfeet less incised; tail with 
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broad black vertical bars 

 

Size: 700 cm TL 

Family: Crocodylidae 

SN:  Crocodylus porosus 

English Name: Saltwater Crocodile 

Description: 

Head and neck: snout broad; post 

occipital scale absent; ridge on snout 

extends to tip. 

Body: Largest extant crocodilian attaining 

up to 7m in TL;  ventral scale row 29-34; 

females significantly smaller, 2.2-2.5m TL; 

dorsal and lateral of body and lateral of tail 

with dark spots.  

Limbs and tail: web on hindfeet less 

incised 

 

 

Size: 350 cm TL 

Family: Crocodylidae 

SN:  Crocodylus siamensis 

English Name: Siamese Crocodile 

Description: 

Head and neck: broad and smooth 

snout; a pair of ridges from orbit to center 

of snout; snout broader than C. porosus; 

elevated bony crest behind each eye; post 

occipital scale two pairs 

Body: Moderate-sized crocodile; greenish 

brown with black spots and blotches.  

Limbs and tail: greenish brown 

 

 

Size: 26 cm TL 

Family: Diplodactylidae 

SN: Correlophus ciliatus 

English Name: New Caledonian Crested 

Gecko 

Description: 

Head and neck: Head large, diamond-

shaped; distinctive crests run from behind 

orbit to dorsal body. 

Body: body robust; color variable from light 

brown, yellow, orange to brown with or 

without black spots.   

Limbs and tail: lamellae on all digits; tail 

80-92% of SVL; dorsal color of tail usually 

lighter color; tail will not regenerate when 

lost 
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Size: 23 cm TL 

Family: Diplodactylidae 

SN: Rhacodactylus auriculatus 

English Name: New Caledonian Bumpy 

Gecko 

Description: 

Head and neck: dorsal of head with 

cranial bumps. 

Body: color varies from light yellow, 

orange, brown to grey with stripes or 

blotches.  

Limbs and tail: same color as body; 

digits short with lamellae. 

 

 

 

Size: 20 cm TL 

Family: Eublepharidae 

SN: Eublepharis macularius 

English Name: Leopard Gecko 

Description: 

Head and neck: Head flat, broadest at 

temples, slopes strongly in front; the eyes 

to obtusely pointed snout; eyelids well 

developed and movable, can closed eyes; 

neck rather round, as long as head. 

Body: Body robust, subcylindrical, longer 

and broader than head and neck; body, 

limbs, and tail are covered with small 

granular scales interspersed with large 

rounded tubercles; dark spots may be 

present; 9 to 14 precloacal pores arranged 

in a slight arch, interrupted or not by one 

to two scales, pineal sacs at the sides of 

the cloacal aperture; 12-16 cm SVL. 

Limbs and tail: Limbs rather short, thin, 

with short, straight, cylindrical digits, a 

single row of subdigital lamellae, no 

adhesive subdigital pads, digits end in a 

single sharp curved claw, tubercles on 

subdigital lamellae strongly keeled; about 

half of the normal unregenerated tail 

cylindrical, gradually attenuated to its tip; 

tail surface with narrow rings, separated by 

narrow grooves, rings are tuberculated; 

regenerated tail is plump, bulbous, gets 

distinctly broader than body is not ringed, 

suddenly ends at tip. 

 



 
  

29 

 

Size: 25 cm TL 

Family: Eublepharidae 

SN: Hemitheconyx caudicinctus 

English Name: African Fat-tailed Gecko 

Description: 

Head and neck: Dark brown horseshoe-

shaped patch stretching from the orbit to 

the nape of the neck; large eyes, with 

moving eyelids covering them totally when 

they closed; pupils are vertical. 

Body: Head and body covered with small 

granules; many large tubercles scattered 

on the body; two broad dark brown or 

black bars across the dorsal surface; 

between these patches, skin color varied 

from deep red brown to bright orange; 

may or may not have a prominent white 

dorsal stripe from between the eyes to the 

base of the tail; 16 cm SVL. 

Limbs and tail: Short limbs, completed 

by five cylindrical and slender toes; no 

adhesive pads under the toes; tail is very 

thick, with a ringed appearance; top of the 

tail may have dark blotches. 

 

 

 

Size: 10 cm SVL 

Family: Gekkonidae 

SN: Cyrtodactylus philippinicus 

English Name: Philippine Bent-toed 

Gecko 

Description: 

Head and neck: head as broad or slightly 

broader than body; snout strongly tapered; 

upper labial 10 to 13, 8th to 10th under 

center of eye. 

Body: light brown to grey with three to 

four irregular dark bands; SVL 5.5 to 8 cm 

(male), 6.4 to 9.4 cm (female); moderately 

slender; slightly depressed; preanal pores 

(male) 7-11; midbody 15 to 10 conical 

tubercles; ventral with flat scales.  

Limbs and tail: digits relatively long, 

without webbing; tail sub-cylindrical 
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Size: 30 cm TL 

Family: Gekkonidae 

SN: Gekko gecko 

English Name: Tokay Gecko 

Description: 

Head and neck: grey with orange or red 

spots; head as broad as body; snout 

tapered; eye large; iris bright yellowish 

orange.  

Body: robust; unmistakable; 16 cm SVL; 

grey based color with round orange or red 

spots; enlarged subconical tubercles on 

dorsal and lateral body. 

Limbs and tail: five digits on each foot 

with lamellae; tail same color as body; 

regrown tail uniform grey. 

 

 

Size: 22 cm TL 

Family: Gekkonidae 

SN: Phelsuma madagascariensis 

English Name: Madagascan Day Gecko 

Description: 

Head and neck: bright green; reddish 

brown stripe from snout running through 

eye and terminates behind eye; snout 

tapered; eye small. 

Body: Robust; bright green with red spots 

on dorsal of body. 

Limbs and tail: bright green; tail without 

spots. 

 

 

Size: 13 cm TL 

Family: Gekkonidae 

SN: Pseudogekko compresicorpus 

English Name: Blue Eye-ringed False 

Gecko 

Description: 

Head and neck: faint neon green spots; 

iris ring light blue. 

Body: small and slender; 5.5 to 6.0 cm 

SVL; dark brown with faint neon green 

spots. 

Limbs and tail: limbs with neon green 

spots. 
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Size: 13 cm TL 

Family: Gekkonidae 

SN: Pseudogekko smaragdinus 

English Name: Emerald False Gecko 

Description: 

Head and neck: greenish yellow with small 

black spots; head slightly broader than body; 

snout tapered. 

Body: small and slender; 6.0 cm SVL; 

greenish yellow with small black spots. 

Limbs and tail: tail reddish brown with 

white bars; five digits on each foot. 

 

 

Size: 55 cm TL 

Family: Agamidae 

SN: Bronchocela marmorata 

English Name: Marbled Crested Lizard 

Description: 

Head and neck: bright green but turns 

brown when agitated or stressed; rostral 

rectangular, small; dorsal head scales small, 

keeled; crest behind neck pointing 

upwards and backwards.  

Body: green with brown marbling pattern; 

9.5 - 12.5 cm SVL; body crest short.  

Limbs and tail: limbs relatively 

elongated; digits long; tail tapering, 

extremely long. 

 

 

 

Size: 37 cm TL 

Family: Agamidae 

SN: Calotes versicolor 

English Name: Common Garden Lizard 

Description: 

Head and neck: faint stripes around eye; 

small spine above the tympanum; short 

crest on neck; no shoulder fold; cheek 

swollen in males. 

Body: light brown; 10 cm SVL; low crest 

on back; scales rough in appearance. 

Limbs and tail: digits slender and long; 

tail long, tapering. 
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Size: 85 cm TL 

Family: Agamidae 

SN: Chlamydosaurus kingii 

English Name: Australian Frilled Dragon 

Description: 

Head and neck: brown to grey; 

distinctive large frill around neck is 

extended when agitated; frill color yellow 

to red.  

Body: brown to grey with black markings; 

cylindrical. 

Limbs and tail: Forefeet with five claws; 

tail moderate length. 

 

 

 

 

Size: 10 cm SVL 

Family: Agamidae 

SN: Draco cyanopterus 

English Name: Emerald Flying Lizard 

Description: 

Head and neck: small; color combination 

of brown and black; dewlap (male) reddish 

brown at base, yellowish orange at tip. 

Body: moderate and slender; brown with 

black blotches; dorsal patagium with large 

green patch between ribs; patagium usually 

supported by six ribs.  

Limbs and tail: five slender digits on 

each foot; tail long, widest at base. 
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Size: 7 cm SVL 

Family: Agamidae 

SN: Draco bimaculatus 

English Name: Two-spotted Flying 

Lizard 

Description: 

Head and neck: small; brown with 

scattered green, white, and black spots; 

dewlap (male) off-white. 

Body: small and slender; brown with 

scattered green, white, and black spots; 

dorsal patagium color combination of 

green, yellow, and dark brown; patagium 

usually supported by five ribs. 

Limbs and tail: five slender digits on 

each foot; tail thickest at base, long. 

 

 

 

 

Size: 10 cm SVL 

Family: Agamidae 

SN: Draco spilopterus 

English Name: Luzon Flying Lizard 

Description: 

Head and neck: small; color variable 

from brown to grey; dewlap (male) 

yellowish orange; greenish yellow, 

Body: large Draco; slender; brown, 

greenish grey, grey; with or without dark 

blotches; dorsal patagium color yellowish 

brown with dark spots (male).  

Limbs and tail: five slender digits on each 

foot; tail long, widest at base, with 

numerous bands. 
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Size: 45 cm TL 

Family: Agamidae 

SN: Gonocephalus sophiae 

English Name: Dark-spotted Forest 

Lizard 

Description: 

Head and neck: Head triangular; well-

developed nuchal crest; iris bright blue 

with light blue ring around pupil (male), 

bluish grey or brown with yellow ring 

around pupil (female). 

Body: green to greyish brown; 15 cm SVL; 

well-developed dorsal crest; ventral scales 

strongly keeled, larger than dorsal scales. 

Limbs and tail: Limbs long and slender; 

tail twice as long as SVL, faint band 

markings on tail. 

 

 

Size: 120 cm TL 

Family: Agamidae 

SN: Hydrosaurus pustulatus 

English Name: Philippine Sailfin Lizard 

Description: 

Head and neck: Color varies from mottle 

green with yellow patches; males have 

prominent blue color on snout and lower jaw, 

throat, and forearms; slender head with snout 

slightly pointing upwards. 

Body: Males are larger than females 

exceeding one meter in total length; 90-120 

cm total length; color ranges from dark olive 

green to brown, with patches of yellow on the 

head and sides; males tend to have blue 

coloration in the dorsal side up to its sail; 

distinguishing character is the sail up to 7 cm 

high in lower back and base of tail. 

Limbs and tail: Five toes in both forelimbs 

and hindlimbs; males have blue coloration on 

the ventral side of forelimb and hindlimb. 
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Size: 100 cm TL 

Family: Agamidae 

SN: Physignathus cocincinus 

English Name: Asian Water Dragon 

Description: 

Head and neck: head robust; nuchal 

crest well-developed; labial scales white; 

throat yellowish orange; enlarged white 

scales on chin. 

Body: dorsal crest well-developed; light 

green to grey with faint slanted white 

bands. 

Limbs and tail: tail crest well-developed, tail 

long, approximately 2/3 TL, with black bars. 

 

 

 

Size: 61 cm TL 

Family: Agamidae 

SN: Pogona vitticeps 

English Name: Central Bearded Dragon 

Description: 

Head and neck: Broad and triangular-

shaped head with enlarged gular spines 

across the center of the throat; sometimes 

have stripe pattern along the jaw. 

Body: Robust elongated body; aligned rows 

of enlarged conical spines along the dorso-

lateral edge that continue to the forearms; 

highly variable color - pale grey, brown, 

reddish brown, and gold. 

Limbs and tail: Tail almost the same 

length as SVL; lateral spinose scales on 

sides of the tail base and flanks; prefemoral 

pores found on the ventral side of the 

thighs; males have wider cloacal opening 

and more pronounced femoral pores; tail 

does not undergo autotomy (i.e. will not 

grow back when cut). 
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Size: 34 cm TL 

Family: Agamidae 

SN: Uromastyx geyri 

English Name: Geyr's Spiny-tailed Lizard 

Description: 

Head and neck: yellow, orange, brown 

with or without dark markings; head is short, 

triangular. 

Body:  yellow, orange or brown with 

small dark spots; with or without dark 

bands; flattened  

Limbs and tail: same color as body; 

limbs short; tail flattened, thick, with 

several layers of pointed scales. 

 

 

Size: 36 cm TL 

Family: Agamidae 

SN: Uromastyx ornata 

English Name: Ornate Spiny-tailed 

Lizard 

Description: 

Head and neck: turquoise green (male), 

brown (female); head is short, triangular. 

Body: flattened; turquoise green with 

small brown spots and bright yellow spots 

arranged in rows. 

Limbs and tail: same color as body; 

limbs short; tail flattened, thick, with up to 

23 segments of pointed scales; foot pale 

orange. 

 

 

Size: 61 cm TL 

Family: Chamaeleonidae 

SN: Chamaeleo calyptratus 

English Name: Veiled Chameleon 

Description: 

Head and neck: combination of yellow 

green and turquoise; well-developed 

cranial casque; male casque higher; eye 

conical; tongue very long; gular with crest. 

Body: combination of green, yellow, and 

brown; male color becomes more intense 

when agitated or during courtship; 

laterally-compressed; dorsal crest low. 

 

Limbs and tail: tail is long, prehensile, with low crest; zygodactyl; 

Hindfoot heel  of males with fleshy spurs. 
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Size: 25 cm TL 

Family: Chamaeleonidae 

SN: Furcifer lateralis 

English Name: Carpet Chameleon 

Description: 

Head and neck: green to brown with 

dark radiating lines from eye outwards; 

cranial crest low; eye conical. 

Body: green to brown when relaxed; 

orange and brown when agitated; laterally-

compressed; vertical black bands and eye 

spots; white lone from neck to base of tail. 

Limbs and tail: Zygodactyl; tail with dark 

vertical bands. 

 

 

Size: 56 cm TL 

Family: Chamaeleonidae 

SN: Furcifer pardalis 

English Name: Panther Chameleon 

Description: 

Head and neck: cranial casque low; labial 

scales white (male), same color ad head 

(female); eye conical; tongue very long; 

gular crest low; rostral process slight 

protruding beyond snout. 

Body: Moderate to large chameleon; 

sexually dimorphic; color of males highly 

variable - green, blue, pink, orange, red; 

with or without vertical bars; females 

brown to orange; dorsal crest low. 

Limbs and tail: Zygodactyl; tail prehensile, same color as body, with 

dark bars. 

 

Size: 90 cm TL 

Family: Corytophanidae 

SN: Basiliscus plumifrons 

English Name: Plumed Basilisk 

Description: 

Head and neck: green; eye bright 

yellowish orange; head blade higher on 

male. 

Body: green with few black blotches and 

white or light blue round spots. male with 

dorsal sail - high, serrated, with black 

blotches and light blue spots. 

 

 

 

Limbs and tail: limbs slender with minute white spots; digits long, 

unwebbed; tail with sail (male), without (female); tail  with dark vertical 

bars posteriorly. 
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Size: 60 cm TL 

Family: Iguanidae 

SN: Brachylophus fasciatus 

English Name: Fiji Banded Iguana 

Description: 

Head and neck: Emerald green; head 

small and short; crest on nape low; lower 

chin white.  

Body: Emerald green with two to three 

white or light blue broad bands (male), no 

bands (female); abdomen yellowish. 

Limbs and tail: tail at base same color as 

body; light brown with brown bands 

posteriorly; digits long. 

 

 

Size: 136 cm TL 

Family: Iguanidae 

SN: Cyclura cornuta 

English Name: Rhinoceros Iguana 

Description: 

Head and neck: brown to grey; head 

robust with prominent bony tubercles on 

snout which look like horns; gular area 

with enlarged scales (male); top of head 

bulbous; nuchal crest low.  

Body: brown to grey with or without faint 

vertical bands; dorsal crest moderate; 

cylindrical. 

Limbs and tail:  limbs robust; tail 

mascular with crest. 

 

 

Size: 180 cm TL 

Family: Iguanidae 

SN: Iguana iguana 

English Name: Green Iguana 

Description: 

Head and neck: Head is elongated; when 

seen in profile, the eyebrows forming a slight 

bump from the base of the skull; subtympanic 

plate is large, slightly domed, diameter is 

clearly greater than the largest diameter of the 

eardrum; large dewlap whose straight leading 

edge carries gular spines; at its lower end, 

more or less rounded leading edge; front edge 

and bottom edge of forming a dewlap more 

or less right angle; at least 10 triangular and 

rather flattened gular spines; pupil is yellow to 
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brown; conical scales (tubers) on the upper 

neck. Greyish green tubers more or less well 

developed and abundant, particularly among 

older males. 

Body: Color mainly green with grey 

speckles; vertical stripes marking the bodies 

of some individuals. 

Limbs and tail: tail proportionally longer 

(approximately 3/4 of the total length); tail 

with dark bands. 

 

 

Size: 100 cm TL 

Family: Varanidae 

SN: Varanus bangonorum 

English Name: Mindoro Water Monitor 

Lizard 

Description: 

Head and neck: enlarged supraocular 

scales 4-8; gular area with relatively large 

spots and blotches. 

Body: Dorsal - black with transverse 

crossbands of white of light yellow ocelli; 

sides of body with small light yellow spots 

and blotches; 39 cm SVL; midbody scale 

row 127-145; Ventral - creamy white to 

pale yellow with transverse dark bands, 

not connected in the middle. 

Limbs and tail: Limbs same color as 

body but with smaller yellow ocelli 

without dark centers. 

 

 

Size: 175 cm TL 

Family: Varanidae 

SN: Varanus bengalensis 

English Name: Bengal Monitor Lizard 

Description: 

Head and neck: light brown to grey with 

dark markings; nostril slit-like, closer to 

snout than eye; dorsal of snout convex, 

especially on large males; ear opening 

elongated oval, oriented vertically. 

Body: Dorsal - light brown to grey; 75 cm 

SVL; Ventral - white with dark crossbars 

and yellow spots; scales smooth; ventral 

scale row 75-120. 

Limbs and tail: dark crossbars on tail 

become faint with age. 
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Size: 180 cm TL 

Family: Varanidae 

SN: Varanus bitatawa 

English Name: Northern Luzon Forest 

Monitor Lizard 

Description: 

Head and neck: head robust, elongated; 

nostril slit-like; head scale heterogenous; 

dorsal of head black with yellow spots; 

Jaws and cheek yellow.  

Body: large, robust; Dorsal -contrasting 

black and yellow; black part with yellow 

spots and flecks; 77 cm SVL. 

Limbs and tail: Limbs mascular, same 

color as body; digits terminate with robust, 

recurved claws; tail alternating dark and 

yellow bands. 

 

 

 

Size: 150 cm TL 

Family: Varanidae 

SN: Varanus cumingi 

English Name: Yellow-headed Water 

Monitor 

Description: 

Head and neck: Combination of bright 

yellow and black; chin is yellow without 

dark bars or crossbands; pronounced black 

streak extending from the eye to upper 

margin of the tympanum; enlarged occipital 

scales around the pineal organ. 

Body: Dorsal - black, with 5 to 6 

indistinctive yellow transverse rows. Ventral 

- yellow, with 8 to 15 dark bars or 

crossbands; distinct longitudinal black ocelli 

on the ventral side of the tail; 60 cm SVL. 

Limbs and tail: tail with alternating yellow 

and black bands. 
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Size: 116 cm TL 

Family: Varanidae 

SN: Varanus dalubhasa 

English Name: Enteng's Water Monitor 

Lizard 

Description: 

Head and neck: black with scattered 

yellow scales; head relatively slender; 

enlarged supraocular scales 5 to 6; yellow 

stripe from behind the eye, through 

tympanum and middle of nuchal area; gular 

with variable amount of small dark 

speckling and bands.  

Body: dorsal - dark grey to black with 

transverse crossbands of yellow ocelli with 

dark centers (eye spots); 50 cm SVL; 

midbody scale row 131-145. Ventral - 

uniform pale yellow with dark markings. 

Limbs and tail: Dorsal surface of limbs 

same color as body; digits terminate with 

recurved claws; tail anterior 1/3 with 

traverse crossbands of yellow ocelli. 

 

 

 

Size: 120 cm TL 

Family: Varanidae 

SN: Varanus exanthematicus 

English Name: Bosc's Monitor Lizard 

Description: 

Head and neck: head robust, relatively 

short; black stripe behind the eye; neck 

covered with large, flat, oval scales; nostril 

located between eye and tip of snout. 

Body: brown; traverse rows of faint ocelli; 

midbody scale row less than 100. 

Limbs and tail: relatively short 

compared to water monitor; digits short. 
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Size: 200 cm TL 

Family: Varanidae 

SN: Varanus mabitang 

English Name: Panay Forest Monitor 

Lizard 

Description: 

Head and neck: uniform black; nostril 

slit-like.  

Body: black; robust; 68 cm SVL. Dorsal - 

black with tiny yellow markings; Ventral - 

dark grey to blackish grey; scales keeled. 

Limbs and tail: Tail length 1.36 to 1.61 

of SVL; digits terminate in a robust, 

recurved claws. 

 

 

Size: 110 cm TL 

Family: Varanidae 

SN: Varanus macraei 

English Name: Blue Tree Monitor Lizard 

Description: 

Head and neck: black with blue scales; 

throat light color with small dark blotches 

Body: Dorsal - black with transverse row 

of blue ocelli. 

Limbs and tail: digits long, slender; tail 

alternating black and blue bands; tail 2 

times of SVL. 

 

 

Size: 196 cm TL 

Family: Varanidae 

SN: Varanus marmoratus 

English Name: Philippine Marbled Water 

Monitor Lizard 

Description: 

Head and neck: Head is dark with one 

or two indistinct bright crossbands on the 

snout; neck is dark with bright scales or 

spots. 

Body: Dorsal is dark, with or without four 

to six transverse rows of more or less 

distinctive larger spots; 115 to 145 scales 

around the midbody; abdomen is whitish, 

with 6 to 11 more or less distinct dark 

pointed bars or crossbands; 47 cm SVL  

Limbs and tail: Dark with bright spots; 

near the end with indistinct bright 

crossbands. 
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Size: 145 cm TL 

Family: Varanidae 

SN: Varanus nuchalis 

English Name: Visayan Water Monitor 

Lizard 

Description: 

Head and neck: Head is black with variable 

amount of white markings; neck is black with 

bright bordered scales or small dots, chin 

pale yellow, with up to three dark bars; 

throat pale yellow with dark V-shaped 

marking or blotches (Negros, Panay, Cebu) 

or with one black crossband with yellowish 

skin between scales (Masbate, Ticao); 61 cm 

snout to vent length (SVL). 

Body: Dorsal - black, sometimes with four 

distinct or reduced transverse rows of spots, 

sometimes with dorsal stripe in the middle. 

Ventral - yellowish with black reticulated 

markings (Negros, Panay, Cebu) or yellowish 

with indistinctive dark bars or entirely black 

(Masbate, Ticao). 

Limbs and tail: Tail is black, whitish 

mottled near the base and with distinct 

bright crossbands towards the tip. 

 

 

 

Size: 176 cm TL 

Family: Varanidae 

SN: Varanus olivaceus 

English Name: Southern Luzon Forest 

Monitor Lizard 

Description: 

Head and neck: greenish grey; head is 

elongated; nostril slit-like, located halfway 

between eye and snout; throat with 3 to 4 

longitudinal black stripes, 3 to 7 scale wide. 

Body: Dorsal - greenish grey with five 

brownish black to black transverse bands; 

193 scales row at midbody; 49–73cm SVL. 

Ventral - adbominal scales keeled.  

Limbs and tail: greenish grey; limbs 

mascular with irregularly mottled yellowish 

green and grey; tail with 12 dark bands. 
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Size: 100 cm TL 

Family: Varanidae 

SN: Varanus prasinus 

English Name: Emerald Tree Monitor 

Lizard 

Description: 

Head and neck: bright green; head is 

slender; throat lighter green, patternless. 

Body: dorsal - bright green with dark 

transverse crossbands, V-shaped on 

anterior part of body; ventral - slightly 

keeled, transverse scale row 72-88; 31 cm 

SVL  

Limbs and tail: digits long, slender; tail 

long, prehensile. 

 

 

Size: 150 cm TL 

Family: Varanidae 

SN: Varanus rainerguentheri 

English Name: Rainer Guenther's 

Monitor Lizard 

Description: 

Head and neck: dark grey to black with 

yellow scales; black stripe behind the eye; 

throat pale yellow without pattern. 

Body: Dorsal - dark grey to black with 10-

12 transverse row of yellow ocelli or 4-6 

scale wide spots; midbody scales 138-139; 

Ventral - pale yellow with broad or thin 

transverse black bands (up to 21); 50 cm SVL  

Limbs and tail: Tail alternating pale 

yellow and black bands. 

  

 

Size: 140 cm TL 

Family: Varanidae 

SN: Varanus samarensis 

English Name: Samar Water Monitor 

Lizard 

Description: 

Head and neck: dorsal head 

predominantly black; nostril round, located 

2.5 times closer to tip of snout than eye; 

black stripe behind the eye. 

Body: Dorsal - black, with 5 to 8 

transverse rows of large yellow ocelli; 

midbody scale row 135; Ventral - yellow, 

with dark bars crossbands that do not 
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connect in the middle; 53 cm SVL 

Limbs and tail: tail with broad black 

bands alternating with narrower yellow 

bands. 

 

 

 

Size: 81 cm TL 

Family: Scincidae 

SN: Corucia zebrata 

English Name: Solomon Island Skink 

Description: 

Head and neck: Greenish grey; head is 

large, triangular, robust; nasal and rostral 

scales off-white; iris yellow to light green. 

Body: cylindrical; greenish grey with dark 

(brown, black) scales; midbody scale row 

35-40. Ventral - yellowish green to light 

greenish grey. 

Limbs and tail: Limbs moderate; digits 

long, slender; tail brown, cylindrical, 

prehensile; 1.2 times of SVL. 

 

 

 

 

Size: 10 cm SVL 

Family: Scincidae 

SN: Eutropis multicarinata 

English Name: Two-striped Sun Skink 

Description: 

Head and neck: snout tapered, rounded 

at tip; brown; dark brown stripe from 

nasal, through eye with lighter borders; 

chin lighter brown; upper labial scale 6 to 

7; 5th under the center of eye. 

Body: brown; 5 to 10 cm SVL; dorsal 

scales with 5 to 7 keels; midbody scale 

row 36-42. 

Limbs and tail: 4th toe lamellae 22-29; 

tail tapering. 
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Size: 14 cm SVL 

Family: Scincidae 

SN: Eutropis multifasciata 

English Name: Many-lined Sun Skink 

Description: 

Head and neck: snout tapered, rounded 

at tip; greenish grey; dorsal head scales 

may be black edged; 4 large supraocular 

scales; upper labial 6 to 7, 5th under the 

center of eye. 

Body: greenish grey to brown with or 

without black longitudinal lines; 14 cm SVL; 

dorsal scales with 3 weak keels; midbody 

scale rows 30-34; sides yellow, orange or 

red (male).  

 

Limbs and tail: same color as body with black spots; 4th toe lamellae 

16 to 20. 

Size: 11 cm SVL 

Family: Scincidae 

SN: Lamprolepis smaragdina philippinica 

English Name: Emerald Tree Skink 

Description: 

Head and neck: green to greenish 

brown; snout long, strongly tapered, 

rounded tip; 4 large supraocular scales; 

upper labials 8 to 9, 6th or 7th under the 

center of eye. 

Body: usual color green anteriorly and 

brown posteriorly; also occurs in all green 

or all brown with or without black spots. 

Limbs and tail: limbs brown with green 

spots. 

 

 

Size: 60 cm TL 

Family: Scincidae 

SN: Tiliqua gigas 

English Name: Blue-tongued Skink 

Description: 

 

Head and neck: dorsal of head brown 

with black edged scales; labials, chin, and 

cheek lighter color; iris orange. 

Body: robust, brown with 2 to 3 scale 

wide black crossbands. 

Limbs and tail: Limbs short, black; tail 

black with transverse brown or grey 

transverse bands. 

 



 
  

47 

 

Size: 60 cm TL 

Family: Scincidae 

SN: Tiliqua scincoides 

English Name: Eastern Blue-tongued 

Skink 

Description: 

Head and neck: Head is light brown; 

labial and chin lighter color; iris orange. 

Body: robust, reddish brown with light 

brown crossbands. 

Limbs and tail: Limbs short, brown; tail 

reddish brown with light brown crossbands 

and brown spots. 

 

 

Size: 20 cm TL 

Family: Scincidae 

SN: Tribolonotus gracilis 

English Name: Red-eyed Skink 

Description: 

Head and neck: dark brown; skin around 

eye bright orange; chin light brown. 

Body: dark brown with four rows of spiny 

scales; sides of body with several small 

tubercles; 10 cm SVL. 

Limbs and tail: Limbs dark brown with 

small spiny scales; tail covered with spiny 

scales. 

 

 

Size: 25 cm TL 

Family: Scincidae 

SN: Tropidophorus grayi 

English Name: Philippine Waterside 

Skink 

Description: 

Head and neck: Triangular, big head in 

relation to its size; dark brown or black in 

coloration. 

Body: Slender body with pronounced 

serrated scales in the dorsal side; Color 

ranges from dark brown to black; Ventral 

is often smooth and shiny white; females 

are larger than males. 

Limbs and tail: Prominent serrated 

scales from body towards the tail; serrated 

scales present in dorsal part of the 

forelimb and hindlimb; five toes on 

forelimbs and four toes on hindlimbs. 
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Size: 120 cm TL 

Family: Teiidae 

SN: Dracaena guianensis 

English Name: Northern Caiman Lizard 

Description: 

Head and neck: Head large, reddish 

brown; scales on head enlarged; upper 

labial 16 to 18. 

Body: robust, greyish light green or 

turquoise; dorsal covered with enlarged 

oblong convex scales surrounded by 

smaller scales; ventral scale row 29-33, 

keeled. 

Limbs and tail: same color as body; 

muscular; digits slender; tail with pointed 

scales. 

 

 

Size: 140 cm TL 

Family: Teiidae 

SN: Salvator merianae 

English Name: Argentine Black and 

White Tegu 

Description: 

Diagnosis for genus - combination of two 

loreals, smooth ventrals, and a subcylindrical 

tail with two divided caudal annuli alternating 

with complete annuli; round pupil, complete 

row of lateral supraocular granules, an 

incomplete or absent intertympanic sulcus, 

and keeled proximal subcaudals. 

Head and neck: head large, wedge-

shaped; black with brown and white scales; 

dorsal of head brown with black edges; 

labial scales off-white; pupil round; gular 

pouch swollen; short broad black bar 

behind eye. 

Body: robust, black with white scales 

forming transverse crossbands. 

Limbs and tail: Limbs muscular, short, 

black with white scales; tail muscular. 
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Size: 140 cm TL 

Family: Teiidae 

SN: Salvator rufescens 

English Name: Red Tegu 

Description: 

Diagnosis for genus - combination of two 

loreals, smooth ventrals, and a subcylindrical 

tail with two divided caudal annuli alternating 

with complete annuli; round pupil, complete 

row of lateral supraocular granules, an 

incomplete or absent intertympanic sulcus, 

and keeled proximal subcaudals.  

Head and neck: large, wedge-shaped; 

reddish brown; short broad black bar 

behind eye; pupil round; dorsal of head 

dark. 

Body: robust, reddish brown with dark 

transverse bands. 

Limbs and tail: Limbs short, muscular, 

reddish brown with black scales; tail 

muscular, dark with scattered reddish brown 

scales. 

 

 

 

Size: 60 cm TL 

Family: Helodermatidae 

SN: Heloderma suspectum 

English Name: Gila Monster 

Description: 

Head and neck: Head relatively large, black; 

scales enlarged, round, convex; dorsal of head 

is pale pink or orange in color; snout rounded.  

Body: black with pale pink or orange 

round spots and reticulating patterns; 

round convex tubercles throughout the 

body and tail. 

Limbs and tail: same color as body; 

limbs short; digits slender; tail is short but 

thick; pointed terminally. 
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Size: 40 cm TL 

Family: Lanthanotidae 

SN: Lanthanotus borneensis 

English Name: Earless Monitor Lizard 

Description: 

Head and neck:  brown; eyes very small; 

iris blue; nostrils round, oriented dorsally, 

closer to tip of snout than eye; snout 

rounded; scales on cheek enlarged, keeled 

Body: Carapace - Moderately domed 

carapace; typically, dark with light yellow to 

orange parallel lines on the costal scutes, the 

most conspicuous one being a bar forked at 

either or both ends; male 28 cm and female 

40 cm in SCL.  

brown, cylindrical; six longitudinal scale 

rows, strongly keeled. Limbs and tail: 

brown; limbs short; tail as long as body, 

tapering, covered with enlarged scales. 

 

 

 

Size: 100 cm TL 

Family: Acrochordidae 

SN: Acrochordus granulatus 

English Name: Banded File Snake 

Description: 

Head and neck: The small head is 

indistinguishable from the neck region is 

covered with small juxtaposed scales; row 

of small scales separated the supralabials 

from the mouth; tiny eyes with vertical 

elliptical pupils. 

Body: Body is stout and compressed; chin 

shield and rostral absent; midbody scale row 

count is 100; short prehensile tail; Dorsum is 

dark grey, olive or bluish grey with cream-

colored transverse bands (prominent among 

juveniles, absent in some adults) 
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Size: 430 cm TL 

Family: Boidae 

SN: Boa constrictor 

English Name: Red-tailed Boa 

Description: 

Head and neck: brown, grey or cream; 

dorsal of head with brown stripe. Head 

elongated, triangular; postocular stripe 

present. 

Body: heavy-bodied; brown, grey or 

cream with dark brown blotches and small 

black spots; blotches on posterior third of 

the body become dark red with black 

border. 

 

 

Size: 73 cm TL 

Family: Boidae 

SN: Candoia aspera 

English Name: New Guinea Ground Boa 

Description: 

Head and neck: Obliquely truncate 

prominent snout; irregular scales covering 

the head with small tubercles/ keels; 8-11 

scales from eye to eye (forehead). 

Body: Dorsal scales are keeled forming 

oblique lines; Dorsum is reddish brown 

with series of large dark brown spots with 

black edges (may form irregular lines); 

ventral is yellowish with dark brown spots; 

68 cm SVL. 

 

 

Size: 90 cm TL 

Family: Boidae 

SN: Candoia carinata 

English Name: Pacific Ground Boa 

Description: 

Head and neck: Obliquely truncate 

prominent snout; head covered in small 

scales, either keeled or with small 

tubercles; 5-10 scales between the eyes 

(forehead). 

Body: Dorsum coloration is variable from 

light brown to black; some adults are dark 

colored with the abdomen being heavily 

spotted and blotched with black; dorsal  

with diamond-shaped patches; each with 

narrow dark brown band; 79 cm SVL. 
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Size: 100 cm TL 

Family: Boidae 

SN: Candoia paulsoni 

English Name: Solomon Island Ground 

Boa 

Description: 

Head and neck: Obliquely truncate 

prominent snout; rostral broader than 

deep; head covered with small irregular 

scales, either with tubercles or keeled; 10 

to 14 scales between the eyes (forehead). 

Body: Dorsum color ranges from olive to 

greyish brown with marks and stripes may 

be brown, reddish or black; abdomen is 

usually yellowish with spots or black 

marbling; 87 cm SVL. 

 

 

 

Size: 200 cm TL 

Family: Boidae 

SN: Corallus caninus 

English Name: Emerald Tree Boa 

Description: 

Head and neck: Large emerald green 

head with prominently pitted labial scales; 

long teeth (longest of any non-venomous 

snake); round eyes with dark vertical pupil. 

Body: Body is elongated and laterally 

compressed with prehensile tail; Adult 

dorsum coloration is generally emerald 

green with most individuals with white to 

gray markings along the dorsal midline; 

snout to vent length can reach 175 cm. 
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Size: 200 cm TL 

Family: Boidae 

SN: Epicrates cenchria 

English Name: Brazilian Rainbow Boa 

Description: 

Head and neck: Distinct wedge-shaped 

dark red to orange head with black dorsal 

stripe towards the neck and body; two 

more black stripes running parallel to the 

central stripe located from the eye going 

to the neck region. 

Body: Iridescent scales especially under 

sunlight; dorsal is typically dark red or 

orange with series of dark-edged orange 

oval patterns towards its dorsum; 67 cm 

SVL. 

 

 

 

 

Size: 600 cm TL 

Family: Boidae 

SN: Eunectes murinus 

English Name: Green Anaconda 

Description: 

Head and neck: Large head with cream 

to brown patch above the eye and dark 

stripes running from the eyes towards the 

upper jaw. 

Body: Large, bulky tapering body; dorsum 

coloration ranges from brownish green, 

olive, or gray-green with dark-brown to 

black oval spots; abdomen is either yellow 

or cream in color; 450 cm SVL. 
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Size: 370 cm TL 

Family: Boidae 

SN: Eunectes notaeus 

English Name: Yellow Anaconda 

Description: 

Head and Neck: Large head with cream 

to brown patch above the eye and dark 

stripes running from the eyes towards the 

upper jaw. 

Body: Large, bulky, tapering body; dorsal 

scale coloration  is yellowish-green to 

yellow-gold with blackish bands and 

overlapping spots on the entire body;  230 

cm SVL. 

 

 

Size: 90 cm TL 

Family: Boidae 

SN: Gongylophis colubrinus 

English Name: East African Sand Boa 

Description: 

Head and neck: Short head with small 

scales and eyes near the top of the head; 

9-13 small scales between the eyes 

(forehead); broad rostral on the snout; 

coloration is brown with blotches of red-

ochre on the nape. 

Body: Short, stout with blotched red-

ochre to orange body; belly is cream to 

white; 75 cm SVL. 

 

 

Size: 140 cm TL 

Family: Colubridae 

SN: Ahaetulla prasina preocularis 

English Name: Philippine Vine Snake 

Description: 

Head and neck:  green, brown or yellow; 

head elongated, distinct from neck; deep 

long depression from eye to nostril 

(canthal ridge/canthus rostralis) present; 

eye large; pupil elongated, horizontal; 1 

large preocular; 2 postoculars; 9 upper 

labials, 4th, 5th and 6th in contact with 

eye, 7th largest; 8 to 9 lower labials. 

Body:  green, brown or yellow; slender; 

midbody scale rows 15; ventral scales 

rounded; subcaudal paired; tail long; 90 cm 

SVL. 
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Size: 150 cm TL 

Family: Colubridae 

SN: Boiga angulata 

English Name: Philippine Blunt-headed 

Cat Snake 

Description: 

Head and neck: Head short, longer than 

wide; brown with dark smudges; upper 

labials, chin and throat dirty white; 1 

preocular; 2 postoculars; 8 upper labials, 

3rd, 4th and 5th in contact with eye; 10 

lower labials; neck long. 

Body:  very slender; compressed; brown 

with darker brown, transverse bands or 

blotches; ventral with dark brown spots; 

110 cm SVL. 

 

 

Size: 280 cm TL 

Family: Colubridae 

SN: Boiga cynodon 

English Name: Dog-toothed Cat Snake 

Description: 

Head and neck: brown to reddish 

brown; head distinct from neck; short and 

rounded snout; eye large and round; 

vertical pupils. 

Body: Slender, elongated body that is 

laterally compressed; enlarged and smooth 

vertebral scales; midbody scale rows 23 to 

25; ventrals 248-290; dorsal brown to 

reddish brown, with darker brown to 

reddish brown bands; 197 cm SVL. 

 

 

Size: 137 cm TL 

Family: Colubridae 

SN: Boiga dendrophila divergens 

English Name: Luzon Mangrove Snake 

Description: 

Head and neck: Head short and blunt, 

distinct from neck; large eyes; vertical 

pupils; head black; labials yellow with black 

borders. 

Body: large, robust, and laterally 

compressed body; dorsal greyish black 

with 35 to 45 narrow yellow bands with 

black borders around the body and 10 on 

tail;  ventral grey; midbody scale rows 21; 

ventrals 209-253, subcaudals 80, divided; 

110 cm SVL. 
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Size: 120 cm TL 

Family: Colubridae 

SN: Boiga dendrophila latisfasciata 

English Name: Mindanao Mangrove 

Snake 

Description: 

Head and neck: Head short and blunt, 

distinct from neck; large eyes; vertical 

pupils; top of head black; 1 preocular, with 

yellow spot; 2 postoculars; 8 upper labials, 

3rd, 4th and 5th in contact with eye; 10 

lowr labials; labials yellow with black 

borders; loreal small, triangular. 

Body: Large, robust, and laterally 

compressed body; dorsal black with 

transverse yellow crossbands, 2 to 6 scale 

wide; ventrals 210; subcaudals 98, divided; 

96cm SVL. 

 

 

Size: 140 cm TL 

Family: Colubridae 

SN: Boiga dendrophila multicincta 

English Name: Palawan Mangrove Snake 

Description: 

Head and neck: Head short and blunt, 

distinct from neck; large eyes; vertical 

pupils; top of head black with a few yellow 

spots; 1 preocular, with yellow spot; 2 

postoculars; 8 upper labials, 3rd, 4th and 

5th in contact with eye; 11 lower labials; 

labials yellow with black borders; loreal 

small, triangular. 

Body: Large, robust, and laterally 

compressed body; dorsal black with 

narrow transverse yellow crossbands, 1 or 

a little larger than 1 scale wide; ventrals 

220-240; subcaudals 105-115. 

 

 

Size: 69 cm TL 

Family: Colubridae 

SN: Boiga philippina 

English Name: Philippine Cat-eyed Snake 

Description: 

Head and neck: brownish orange; head 

very broad, neck narrow; no temporal 

streak; 2 preoculars; 8 upper labials, 3rd, 

4th and 5th in contact with eye; 12 lower 

labials. 
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Body: brownish orange; midbody scale 

row 19; vertebral scales hexagonal, 

enlarged; ventrals 240; anal divided; 

subcaudals 133. 

 

 

Size: 127 cm TL 

Family: Colubridae 

SN: Cerberus schneiderii 

English Name: Schneider's Dog-faced 

Water Snake 

Head and neck: dark grey to greenish 

grey distinctive from neck; small round 

eyes oriented dorsally; dark postocular 

stripe reaching the sides of the neck. 

Body: moderately robust body; scale rows 

23 to 25; dark grey to greenish grey with 

dark blotches; ventral is mottled; 47cm 

SVL. 

 

 

 

 

 

Size: 140 cm TL 

Family: Colubridae 

SN: Chrysopelea paradisi variabilis 

English Name: Variable Paradise Tree 

Snake 

Description: 

Head and neck: Depressed head distinct 

from neck; large eyes with round pupil; 

black head with five yellow-green bands 

and spots. 

Body: Slender body with long tail; dorsal is 

black with green spot in each scale with 

vertebral region of some individuals with row 

of pink to red spots; pronounced keels 

present in the green ventral; 77 cm SVL. 
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Size: 240 cm TL 

Family: Colubridae 

SN: Coelognathus erythrurus erythrurus 

English Name: Mindanao Red-tailed Rat 

Snake 

Description: 

Head and neck: Head distinct from the 

neck; elongated snout squarish; large round 

eyes; head greenish brown; some individuals 

with asblack line passing from nostrils to 

upper jaw; throat light green. 

Body: Long, tapering towards the tail; 

greenish brown; dorsal scales smooth; 

midbody scale rows 23 to 25; ventrals 230-

263; ventral pale yellow; tail tip can be 

yellowish brown to reddish orange; 210 

cm SVL. 

 

 

Size: 167 cm TL 

Family: Colubridae 

SN: Coelognathus erythrurus manillensis 

English Name: Luzon Red-tailed 

Ratsnake 

Description: 

Head and neck: Elongated head 

distinctive from neck; large eyes; dark 

narrow postocular stripe to lower jaw. 

Body: Slender body with long tail; dorsals 

are keeled; dorsal color brown to greenish 

brown; midbody scale rows 19 to 21; 

ventrals 219-238; tail reddish brown; 

ventral color white or pale yellow; 140 cm 

SVL. 

 

 

Size: 126 cm TL 

Family: Colubridae 

SN: Dendrelaphis luzonensis 

English Name: Luzon Bronzeback Snake 

Description: 

Head and neck: Elongated, distinct from 

neck; top of head golden brown; labials 

and throat yellowish green or pale yellow; 

9 upper labials, 5th and 6th in contact with 

eye; 10 lower labials; 1 preocular; 2 

postoculars. 

Body: Dorsal - golden brown with 6 to 8 

black longitudinal stripes on posterior half of 

the body; ventral - yellowish green or pale 

yellow; vertebral scales not enlarged; dorsal 
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midbody scale row 13; ventrals 174 to 182 

(male), 178-187 (female); subcaudals 100 to 

117, anal plate divided; 95 cm SVL. 

 

Size: 131 cm TL 

Family: Colubridae 

SN: Dendrelaphis marenae 

English Name: Maren's Bronzeback 

Snake 

Description: 

Head and neck: Head elongated, distinct 

from neck; top of head golden brown; 

black stripe from nostril to the body; 

labials and throat yellowish green; 9 upper 

labials; 10 lower labials; 1 preocular; 2 

postoculars. 

Body: Dorsal - golden brown; ventral - 

yellowish green; vertebral scales enlarged, 

hexagonal; body scales in contact with ventral 

scales are black edged, forming zigzag pattern; 

dorsal midbody scale row 15; ventrals 161 to 

191; subcaudals 136 to 167, divided; 88 cm 

SVL. 

 

 

Size: 200 cm TL 

Family: Colubridae 

SN: Gonyosoma oxycephalum 

English Name: Green Red-tailed 

Ratsnake 

Description: 

Head and neck: top of head green or 

brown; head elongated, narrow, slightly 

distinct from neck; labials and throat 

green; 9 upper labials, 6th and 7th in 

contact with eye; lower labials 13. 

Body: green or yellowish green; scales 

smooth anteriorly, keeled posteriorly; 

midbody scale row 25; ventrals 246, 

slightly keeled; anal plate divided; 

subcaudals 133, divided, slightly keeled; 

150 cm SVL. 
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Size: 50 cm TL 

Family: Colubridae 

SN: Heterodon nasicus 

English Name: Western Hognose Snake 

Description: 

Head and neck: head, blunt and small; 

brown with reddish brown blotches; 

rostral upturned. 

Body: brown with reddish brown oblong 

spots on the dorsal side; spots on sides 

round and smaller. Tail short, with faint 

spots. 

 

 

 

Size: 76 cm TL 

Family: Colubridae 

SN: Lampropeltis annulata 

English Name: Mexican Milksnake 

Description: 

Head and neck: Head black, slightly distinct 

from neck; off-white to yellow transverse 

band on the neck followed by a black band.  

Body: dark red with several pale yellow 

transverse bands with black borders. 

 

 

 

Size: 120 cm TL 

Family: Colubridae 

SN: Lampropeltis californiae 

English Name: California Kingsnake 

Description: 

Head and neck: head brown to black, 

slightly distinct from neck; large white 

spots on head scales. 

Body: slender; brown to black with white 

bands, 2 to 3 scale wide. 
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Size: 122 cm TL 

Family: Colubridae 

SN: Lampropeltis getula floridana 

English Name: Florida Kingsnake 

Description: 

Head and neck: brown with light brown 

to pale yellow spots on scales; head 

slender, slightly distinct from neck; upper 

labials 7; lower labials 10. 

Body: brown with light brown to pale 

yellow crossbands; chain-like pattern in 

appearance; middorsal scale row 21; 

ventral scales with checkerboard pattern; 

anal plate single; subcaudal divided. 

 

 

 

Size: 153 cm TL 

Family: Colubridae 

SN: Lampropeltis getula getula 

English Name: Common Kingsnake 

Description: 

Head and neck: black, head slender, 

slightly distinct from neck; white or pale 

yellow spots on labials and some head 

scales. 

Body: black with 25-52 narrow white 

crossbands. 

 

 

 

 

Size: 150 

Family: Colubridae 

SN: Lampropeltis getula nigrita 

English Name: Mexican Black Kingsnake 

Description: 

Head and neck: dark brown to black 

without any markings; head slender, slightly 

distinct from neck. 

Body: uniform dark brown to black. 
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Size: 150 cm TL 

Family: Colubridae 

SN: Lampropeltis triangulum campbelli 

English Name: Pueblan Milksnake 

Description: 

Head and neck: head slender, slightly distinct 

from neck, black; yellow band on dorsal of 

head; snout black with white or yellow spots. 

Body: red with white or yellow 

crossbands bordered with black 

crossbands; white or yellow scales are not 

black tipped; about half of red bands on 

the body is incomplete ventrally; midbody 

scale row 21 to 23. 

 

 

Size: 153 cm TL 

Family: Colubridae 

SN: Lampropeltis triangulum nelsoni 

English Name: Nelson's Milksnake 

Description: 

Head and neck: head slender, slightly 

distinct from neck, black; prefrontals white 

anteriorly; white or yellow crossbands on 

dorsal of head. 

Body: red and white scales not black-

tipped; red bands 13 to 18; midbody scale 

row 21 to 23. 

 

 

 

Size:  153 cm TL 

Family: Colubridae 

SN: Lampropeltis triangulum triangulum 

English Name: Eastern Milksnake 

Description: 

Head and neck: light grey to brown; 

spots behind the eye; first blotch on the 

head forming a Y or V on nape, reddish 

brown with black border. 

Body: light grey or brown with 24-54 

large grey or brown black bordered 

blotches on the dorsal; irregularly-shaped 

black blotches on sides; midbody scale row 

21. 
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Size: 78 cm TL 

Family: Colubridae 

SN: Lycodon capucinus 

English Name: Common Wolf Snake 

Description: 

Head and neck: Head black, flattened; 

white band on neck; 9 upper labials, 3rd to 

5th in contact with eye; 10 lower labials, 

5th and 6th largest; eye small; pupil 

vertical. 

Body: dorsal dark grey to black with 

white bordered scales, forming broken 

net-like pattern; ventral white; ventrals 

197; anal plate divided; subcaudals 74, 

divided; tail slender, terminates in a sharp 

point. 

 

 

 

Size: 55 cm TL 

Family: Colubridae 

SN: Oligodon ancorus 

English Name: Northern Short-headed 

Snake 

Description: 

Head and neck: brown; head short with 

crossband anterior of eye; black diagonal 

marking on temporal area; large black Y-

shaped marking on dorsal of head and 

neck; rostral larger, higher than wide; 

loreal longer than wide; 1 preocular; 2 

postoculars; 7 upper labials, 3rd and 4th in 

contact with eye; 7 to 8 lower labials; eye 

large.  

Body: brown with 15 to 18 black blotches 

and scattered round spots; ventrals 163; 

anal plate single; subcaudals 63. 
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Size: 183 cm TL 

Family: Colubridae 

SN: Pantherophis guttatus 

English Name: Cornsnake 

Description: 

Head and neck: color variable from light 

brown, grey to orange; head distinct from 

neck; spearhead-shaped marking on dorsal 

of head; dark U-shaped transverse band 

from tempolar area to the other side.  

Body: slender; color highly variable; dorsal 

with 30 to 50 large rectangular or squarish 

blotches with black border; ventral with 

dark checkered pattern. 

 

 

Size: 250 cm TL 

Family: Colubridae 

SN: Ptyas luzonensis 

English Name: Luzon Mountain Ratsnake 

Description: 

Head and neck: brown above, light 

brown to yellowish brown below; head 

slightly distinct from neck; eyes large; 1 

preocular with a subocular below it; 2 

postoculars; 8 upper labials, 4th and 5th in 

contact with eye; 8 lower labials, 6th 

triangular. 

Body: slender; brown with black edges, 

creating a net-like pattern; ventral light 

yellowish brown; tail black. 
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Size: 74 cm TL 

Family: Colubridae 

SN: Rhabdophis spilogaster 

English Name: Luzon Keelback Snake 

Description: 

Head and neck: Head brown; labials and 

side of neck cream; two pale yellow or 

cream spots nuchal area; first 3 upper 

labials with dark edges; 9 upper labials, 4th 

to 6th in contact with eye; 10 lower labials.  

Body: brown with three darker brown 

longitudinal stripes; middle stripe may have 

light spots at regular interval; ventral 

cream with tiny black dots; midbody scale 

rows 19; ventrals 147 to 155; subcaudals 

80 to 91. 

 

 

 

 

Size: 52 cm TL 

Family: Elapidae 

SN: Hemibungarus calligaster 

English Name: Luzon Barred Coral 

Snake 

Description: 

Head and neck: black; head small, not 

distinct from neck; rostral rounded, may 

be reddish orange; eyes small; loreal 

absent; 6 upper labials, 3rd and 4th in 

contact with eye; 7 lower labials.  

Body: black with narrow white 

crossbands; midbody scale rows 15; 

ventral anternating bright reddish orange 

and black; tail short, pointed tip, bright 

reddish orange; ventrals 197 to 257; 

subcaudals 19 to 23. 
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Size: 230 cm TL 

Family: Elapidae 

SN: Naja kaouthia 

English Name: Monocled Cobra 

Description: 

Head and neck: head yellow to black; O-

shaped marking on the nape; throat pale 

yellow with dark markings; upper labials 7, 

3rd and 4th in contact with eye; 2 

preoculars; 3 postoculars; loreal absent. 

Body: dorsal yellow, brown to black; 

ventral dark brown or grey; midbody scale 

rows 19 to 21; ventrals 164 to 197; 

subcaudals 43 to 58. 

 

 

 

Size: 178 cm TL 

Family: Elapidae 

SN: Naja philippinensis 

English Name: Northern Philippine 

Cobra 

Description: 

Head and neck: brown to greenish grey; 

head slightly distinct from neck; head 

slightly distinct from neck 1 preocular; 3 

postoculars; loreal absent; 7 upper labials, 

3rd and 4th in contact with eye; 8 lower 

labials, 4th small inverted triangle; able to 

hood and lift anterior part of the body 

when threatened. 

Body: dorsal brown to greenish grey; dark 

grey or black morph also exist; scales 

smooth; ventral cream; midbody scale 

rows 21 to 23; ventrals 177 to 191; 

subcaudals 39 to 49. 
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Size: 100 cm TL 

Family: Elapidae 

SN: Naja samarensis 

English Name: Southern Philippine 

Cobra 

Description: 

Head and neck: grey to black; head 

slightly distinct from neck; labials and 

throat yellow; 1 preocular; 3 postoculars; 

7 upper labials, 3rd and 4th in contact with 

eye; 8 lower labials; able to hood and lift 

anterior part of the body when 

threatened. 

Body: dorsal and ventral dark grey to 

black; skin beneath scales bright yellow, 

visible when snake is inflating its body; 

midbody scale rows 17 to 19; ventrals 165 

to 178; subcaudals 42 to 50. 

 

 

 

 

 

Size: 122 cm TL 

Family: Elapidae 

SN: Naja sumatrana 

English Name: Equatorial Cobra 

Description: 

Head and neck: dark grey to black; head 

slightly distinct from neck; labials and 

throat cream; 1 preocular; 2 postoculars; 7 

upper labials, 3rd and 4th in contact with 

eye; 8 lower labials; able to hood and lift 

anterior part of the body when 

threatened; some with V-shaped marking 

on nape. 

Body: dorsal and ventral dark grey to 

black; midbody scale rows 19; ventrals 178 

to 186; subcaudals 46 to 51. 
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Size: 400 cm TL 

Family: Elapidae 

SN: Ophiophagus hannah 

English Name: King Cobra 

Description: 

Head and neck: brown, greenish brown, 

grey or black; head large, slightly distinct 

from neck; parietals 2, large; 1 preocular; 3 

preoculars; loreal absent; 7 upper labials, 

3rd and 4th in contact with eye; 8 lower 

labials. 

Body: large-bodied, robust and long; 

dorsal brown, greenish brown, grey or 

black; ventral cream, some scales dark 

edged; midbody scale row 15; ventrals 246 

to 266; subcaudals mixed divided and 

undivided. 

 

 

Size: 230 cm TL 

Family: Pythonidae 

SN: Aspidites ramsayi 

English Name: Woma Python 

Description: 

Head and neck: head greenish yellow or 

orange, small and narrow; eyes small; black 

spot above eye; no facial pits. 

Body: dorsal brown, greenish brown or 

light orange with dark brown or grey 

bands; robust, but somewhat flat when 

viewed from the side; dorsal scales 

smooth, small; midbody scale rows 5o to 

65; ventrals 280 to 315; anal plate 

undivided; subcaudals 40 to 45. 

 

 

Size: 213 cm TL 

Family: Pythonidae 

SN: Bothrochilus albertisii 

English Name: Northern White-lipped 

Python 

Description: 

Head and neck: Head large, elongated, 

glossy black; labials white with black 

marking on anterior edge; eyes moderate; 

pupil vertical. 

Body: mascular, long; dorsal brownish 

orange; ventral cream; dorsal color usually 

darker than sides. 
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Size: 700 cm TL 

Family: Pythonidae 

SN: Malayopython reticulatus 

English Name: Reticulated Python 

Description: 

Head and neck: head brown, large and 

elongated, distinct from neck; black postocular 

stripe present; median black stripe on top of 

the head; eye moderate, orange; pupil vertical; 

pits on anterior labials.  

Body: muscular, long; grey, brown or 

brownish orange; black blotches with base 

color centers connected, forming a 

reticulated pattern; black blotches with 

white horizonal lines on the sides; ventral 

cream. 

 

 

 

Size: 400 cm TL 

Family: Pythonidae 

SN: Morelia spilota 

English Name: Carpet python 

Description: 

Head and neck: head large, elongated, 

distinct from neck; yellow to brown with 

irregular blotches; labials and throat cream; 

upper labials with black edge anteriorly; pits 

on posterior labials. 

Body: mascular and long; brown with 

lighter color irregular blotches throughout; 

some dark scales with brown spots. 

 

 

 

Size: 200 cm TL 

Family: Pythonidae 

SN: Morelia viridis 

English Name: Green Tree Python 

Description: 

Head and neck: head large, green, 

elongated, distinct from neck; yellow on 

some labial scales; pits on posterior lower 

labials; throat white; eyes moderate, 

yellow; pupil vertical. 

Body: mascular, triangular in cross 

section; dorsal green with various amount 

of white or yellow spots, spine visible; 

ventral white. 
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Size: 574 cm TL 

Family: Pythonidae 

SN: Python bivittatus 

English Name: Burmese Python 

Description: 

Head and neck: head brown, large, 

elongated, distinct from neck; top of head 

with dark brown spearhead-like marking; 

dark stripe starting behind nostril to neck; 

two diagonal dark stripes below eye, facing 

backwards; pits on lower labials; chin and 

throat cream. 

Body: mascular and long, dorsal brown, 

with irregularly-shaped dark brown 

blotches with black border; ventral cream. 

 

 

Size: 180 cm TL 

Family: Pythonidae 

SN: Python brongersmai 

English Name: Brongersma's Short-tailed 

Python 

Description: 

Head and neck: yellow, orange, red or 

brown; head large, elongated, distinct from 

neck; brown spot near the snout and in 

front of eye; broad brown temporal stripe; 

iris light grey; pupil vertical. 

Body: very mascular, relatively short 

python; longtitudinal blotch with light-

colored round or oblong spots; sides with 

dark brown spots; tail dark brown. 

 

 

Size: 180 cm TL 

Family: Pythonidae 

SN: Python curtus 

English Name: Sumatran Short-tailed 

Python 

Description: 

Head and neck: brown; head large, 

elongated, distinct from neck; snout 

tapering; dark line from snout to crown; 

broad dark band in front of eye; broad 

brown temporal stripe; iris orange; pupil 

vertical. 
 

Body: very mascular, relatively short 

python; dark brown longtitudinal blotch 

with light-colored round or oblong spots; 
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sides with blotches with dark brown or 

black spots; tail dark brown; tail tip 

pointed. 

 

Size: 182 cm TL 

Family: Pythonidae 

SN: Python regius 

English Name: Ball Python 

Description: 

Head and neck: head relatively small, dark 

brown, distinct from neck; brown streak on 

side of face.  

Body: very muscular, relatively short python; 

dark brown with irregularly-shaped brown 

blotches on dorsal and sides; ventral white or 

cream with scattered dark spots. 

 

 

Size: 90 cm TL 

Family: Viperidae 

SN: Calloselasma rhodostoma 

English Name: Malayan Pit Viper 

Description: 

Head and neck: grey to reddish brown; 

head triangular; light brown stripe with 

dark borders behind eye; snout slightly 

upturned; labials light brown with minute 

black dots; pupil vertical. 

Body: grey to reddish brown; narrow 

longitudinal dark stripe on back; dark brown 

triangular blotches; ventral pale yellow or 

cream with spots; midbody scale rows 21; 

ventrals 138 to 157; anal plate single; 

subcaudals 34 to 54. 

 

 

Size: 166 cm TL 

Family: Viperidae 

SN: Daboia russelii 

English Name: Russell's Viper 

Description: 

Head and neck: brown or grey with dark 

brown blotches and markings; head 

triangular, distinct from neck; light brown 

V-shape marking on top of head; dark bar 

behind eye. 

Body: brown or grey; dorsal with 23 to 30 

dark brown blotches with black border 

dorsal scales strongly keeled; ventral off-

white or pale yellow with scattered dark 

spots; midbody scale rows 27 to 33; 

ventrals 153 to 180; anal plate single; 

subcaudals 41 to 68. 
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Size: 90 cm TL 

Family: Viperidae 

SN: Trimeresurus flavomaculatus 

English Name: Philippine Yellow-spotted 

Pitviper 

Description: 

Head and neck: Scales on head and chin 

are smooth or irregularly keeled; second 

upper labial fused to scale forming anterior 

border of facial pit; eye brownish orange; 

pupil vertical; 29 scale rows around neck; 

1o upper labial, 3rd largest. 

Body: dorsal scales in contact with ventral 

scales yellow or white; green with red 

spots; midbody scale rows 21; ventrals 

180; subcaudals 69; anal plate single; tail 

distinctly differentiated from body color, 

prehensile; 61 cm (male) and 93 cm 

(female) SVL. 

 

 

 

 

 

Size: 87 cm TL 

Family: Viperidae 

SN: Trimeresurus mcgregori 

English Name: Batanes Pitviper 

Description: 

Head and neck: uniform white, yellow or 

grey with or without markings; head 

triangular, distinct from neck. 

Body: same color as head; tail with a few 

reddish brown spots near tip; midbody 

scale rows 21; ventrals 175; subcaudals 56; 

tail prehensile. 
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Size: 122 cm TL 

Family: Viperidae 

SN: Trimeresurus shultzei 

English Name: Palawan Pitviper 

Description: 

Head and neck: yellowish green with 

black edges or spots; triangular, distinct 

from neck; iris brownish orange; pupil 

vertical.  

Body: yellowish green; scales with back 

edges forming a net-like pattern; dorsal 

scales in contact with ventral scales yellow; 

tail bright reddish orange with white 

stripe; midbody scale rows 21; ventrals 

198; subcaudals 66; tail prehensile. 

 

 

 

 

 

Size: 45 cm TL 

Family: Viperidae 

SN: Tropidolaemus philippensis 

English Name: Philippine Keeled Pitviper 

Description: 

Head and neck: large, very angular, 

distinct from neck; light green; scales with 

black edges, keeled; iris white; pupil 

vertical; no temporal streak. 

 Body: robust; light green; dorsal scales 

with black edges forming a net-like pattern 

and zigzag vertical bars; midbody scale 

rows 19; ventrals 132; anal plate single; 

subcaudals 49; tail prehensile. 
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Size: 37 cm TL 

Family: Viperidae 

SN: Tropidolaemus subannulatus 

English Name: Southeast Asian Keeled 

Pitviper 

Description: 

Head and neck: large, very angular, 

distinct from neck; temporal streak white 

on top, blue or red below; light green; 

scales with black edges; iris orange; pupil 

vertical. 

Body: robust; light green; with white and 

blue or red spots (male), white and blue or 

red vertical stripes (female); dorsal scales 

keeled; ; tail color varies depending on 

locality, prehensile. 

 

 

Size: 55 cm straight carapace length (SCL) 

Family: Carettochelyidae 

SN: Carettochelys insculpta 

English Name: Fly River Turtle 

Description: 

Head and neck: Top side of the head and 

nape is grey; jaws and lower underside of 

neck is milky white; pale streak behind the 

eyes; prominent fleshy tube-shaped nose. 

Body: Carapace -grey in coloration; 

moderately domed; no scutes visible, 

carapace covered with velvet-like skin; 

noticeable thin middle keel along the 

whole length of the carapace. 

Plastron -Cream or white in color 

Limbs and tail: Limbs are paddle-shaped, 

similar to marine turtles; forelimbs and 

hindlimbs have two claws each; hind legs 

and tail have skin folds that are C-shaped; 

tail is short. 

 

 

Size: 114 cm curved carpace length (CCL) 

Family: Cheloniidae 

SN: Caretta caretta 

English Name: Loggerhead Sea Turtle 

Description: 

Head and neck: Head is large, round 

anteriorly (front) and broad posteriorly 

(back); upper and lower jaws robust; two 

pairs of prefrontal scales. 

Body: Carapace -moderately broad; 
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thickened area of the carapace above the 

base of the tail (at the 5th vertebral scute); 

serrated towards the back; typically have 

5-6 pairs of costal scutes, the first 

(anterior) pair the smallest; the nuchal 

scale abuts the first lateral as well as the 

first vertebral scutes. 

Plastron - three inframarginals on each 

side. 

Limbs and tail: Front flippers relatively 

short compared to other species; two 

claws on each flipper. 

 

Size: 120 cm CCL 

Family: Cheloniidae 

SN: Chelonia mydas 

English Name: Green Sea Turtle 

Description: 

Head and neck: Head is small and 

rounded with a short snout; one pair of 

prefrontal scutes; four pairs of postorbital 

scutes; no preoccular scutes. 

Body: Carapace - high domed and 

smooth, heart shaped; the nuchal scute 

does not touch the first costal scute; no 

overlapping scutes; four costal scutes on 

each side; 12 marginal scutes on each side, 

scalloped. Plastron - four infra-marginal 

scutes on each sides are present between 

the plastron and marginal scutes; greyis 

green in color and mottled with brown 

and black.  

Limbs and tail: Single claw on each 

flipper (rarely two on some hatchlings). 

 

 

Size: 91 cm CCL 

Family: Cheloniidae 

SN: Eretmochelys imbricata 

English Name: Hawksbill Sea Turtle 

Description: 

Head and neck: Dark brown head is 

moderately small and elongate; two pairs 

of prefrontal scales occur dorsally on 

snout; jaws are long and narrow with 

sharp cutting edges.  

Body: Caracapace - the nuchal scute does 

not touch the first costal scute; scutes are 

large and distinctly overlap one another on 

posterior edges; five large vertebral scutes, 

keeled; four costal scutes on each side; 

marginal scutes are serrated strongly on 

back third of carapace. Plastron - four pairs 
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inframarginal scutes without pores; light 

yellow or white in color. 

Limbs and tail: Front flippers are 

medium length compared to other species; 

two claws on each flipper. 

 

Size: 70 cm CCL 

Family: Cheloniidae 

SN: Lepidochelys olivacea 

English Name: Olive Ridley Sea Turtle 

Description: 

Head and neck: Head is moderate in 

size; two prefrontal scales on the snout; 

head is light to dark olive color.  

Body: Caracapace - heart-shaped and light 

colored; smooth without overlapping scutes; 

5-7 costal scutes on each side; slight marginal 

serration or scalloping. Plastron - elliptical 

plastron; distinct small pore near the rear 

margin of each of the four inframarginal 

scutes. 

 

Limbs and tail: Two claws on each 

flipper; some adults may lose the 

secondary claw on the front flippers. 

 

 

 

Size: 49 cm SCL 

Family: Chelydridae 

SN: Chelydra serpentina 

English Name: Common Snapping Turtle 

Description: 

Head and neck: Large head; upper jaw is 

somewhat hooked at the front; eyes open 

toward the top and side of the head; the 

neck is long and can be extended rapidly. 

Body: Carapace - brown to black in color, 

relatively flattened and serrated in the 

rear; three low knobby keels, nearly 

smooth in large and old adults. 

Plastron - Light brown, yellowish brown or 

grey; the small hingeless plastron is loosely 

attached by ligaments to the carapace at a 

narrow bridge; cruciform-shaped, resulting 

in extensive areas of exposed skin. 

Limbs and tail: Limbs are muscular and 

clearly visible; large claws; skin on the 

undersides of the legs has many small 

tubercles; long tail with a top ridge of large 

tubercles. 
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Size: 80 cm SCL 

Family: Chelydridae 

SN: Macrochelys temminckii 

English Name: Alligator Snapping Turtle 

Description: 

Head and neck: Head is very large; jaws 

are tapered anteriorly, and both are 

strongly hooked; eyes open towards the 

side of the head; worm-like projection on 

the tongue, which is used to lure prey; 

interior lining of the mouth is greyish 

brown with black speckles, approximating 

the color of the rest of the turtle. 

Body: Carapace -dark brown to dark 

greyish brown; three prominent 

longitudinal ridges that may be worn down 

in old individuals; 3-8 small supramarginal 

scutes are present laterally between the 

marginal and costal scutes; carapace is 

posteriorly serrated. 

Plastron - narrow and cruciform; Light 

brown, greyish tan or cream in color. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Limbs and tail: Limbs are retractable under its carapace but they 

remain exposed below; the tail is large and  includes a mid-dorsal row 

and two dorsolateral rows of scales elevated like dull saw teeth, these 

scales are less prominent than in Chelydra. 

Size: 20 cm SCL 

Family: Chelydridae 

SN: Platysternon megacephalum 

English Name: Big-headed Turtle 

Description: 

Head and neck: Massive head that 

cannot be retracted; covered with 

enlarged undivided scales; jaws hooked; 

throat with flattened rounded tubercles. 

Body: Carapace - oval, flattened; yellowish 

brown, grey or olive in color, each scute 

with radiating dark pattern; five vertebral 

scutes; four pairs of costal scutes; a keel 

along the length of the vertebral scutes. 

Plastron - the plastron is relatively large; 

yellow in color, sometimes with darker 

pattern. 

Limbs and tail: The tail is nearly as long 

as the carapace and is covered by large 

epidermal scales. 
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Size: 178 cm CCL 

Family: Dermochelyidae 

SN: Dermochelys coriacea 

English Name: Leatherback Sea Turtle 

Description: 

Head and neck: Head shape is broadly 

triangular; a notch occurs in each side of 

the upper jaw. 

Body: Carapace - Leathery shell lacking 

scutes; streamlined body that tapers from 

the shoulders to the caudal tip; black with 

varying degrees of white speckling; 

speckling may be bluish or pink on neck 

and base of flippers; backside of shell is 

pointed; five dorsal ridges run the length of 

the carapace; two ridges form the margins 

Plastron- Relatively small, distensible with 

very little bone; predominately white with 

scattered dark blotches or spots. 

Limbs and tail: Extremely long clawless 

forelimbs. 

 

 

Size: 25 cm SCL 

Family: Emydidae 

SN: Chrysemys picta bellii 

English Name: Western Painted Turtle 

Description: 

Head and neck: Dark greenish grey to 

black with yellow stripes; a broad yellow 

stripe behind the eye is present. 

Body: Carapace- oval, smooth, flattened, 

and without keels; scutes with yellowish 

orange reticulated markings particularly on 

marginal scutes; a faint medial stripe may 

be present. 

Plastron- orange or yellow in color with 

large and irregular blotches. 

Limbs and tail: Limbs dark greenish grey 

or black with yellow stripes; 5 claws on 

each limb; tail is short; adult male has long 

foreclaws and thick tail. 
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Size: 26 cm SCL 

Family: Emydidae 

SN: Graptemys ouachitensis 

English Name: Ouachita Map Turtle 

Description: 

Head and neck: Brown or olive with 

yellow lines; behind each eye is a 

rectangular-to-oval yellow spot with one 

to three yellow lines entering the orbit 

below this spot; chin with three 

conspicuous isolated light spots. 

Body: Carapace - ground color of brown 

or greenish olive with an often 

interrupted, black, mid-dorsal stripe and a 

network of yellowish lines, usually forming 

circles or semicircles on the pleurals; the 

carapace has a median keel accentuated by 

prominent knobs or blunt spines on the 

second and third vertebral scute; along its 

posterior border, the carapace is serrated; 

straight carapace length = 14 cm (male), 26 

cm (female). 

Plastron - yellowish with a dark complex 

figure that becomes obscure with age; the 

undersurfaces of the marginals have 

concentric dark rings along the seams, and 

the bridge is marked with dark lines.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Limbs and tail: 

Adult males have elongated foreclaws (especially the middle claw) and 

longer and wider tails; females  have shorter, narrower tails. 

Size: 27 cm SCL 

Family: Emydidae 

SN: Graptemys pseudogeographica  

pseudogeographica 

English Name: False Map Turtle 

Description: 

Head and neck: Greenish grey to brown 

with narrow yellowish stripes on face and 

neck; yellow crescent-shaped marking (C-

shaped marking facing away from the eye) 

is present behind the eye; 4 to 7 narrow 

yellowish stripes in contact with the eye.  

Body: Carapace - Greenish grey to brown 

with low black median keels; vertebral scutes 

are broader than long; first narrowest; fifth 

wider posteriorly; posterior marginal scutes 

strongly serrated and yellow on edges. 

Plastron - yellow or whitish in color.  

Limbs and tail: Greenish grey to brown 

with narrow yellowish stripes; Adult males 

have long foreclaws and thick tails than 

females. 
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Size: 27 cm SCL 

Family: Emydidae 

SN: Graptemys pseudogeographica kohni 

English Name: Mississippi Map Turtle 

Description: 

Head and neck: Dark greenish grey to 

brown with yellow stripe on top of the 

head; Crescent marking behind the eye 

prevents narrow yellow stripes on neck to 

reach the eye; iris white. 

Body: Carapace - Dark greenish grey to 

brown with faint yellowish orange marking 

and dark blotch on each scute; vertebral 

scutes with low black keels.  

Plastron - Yellowish brown to greenish 

yellow with or without markings. 

Limbs and tail: Limbs are dark greenish 

grey to brown with narrow yellow stripes; 

tail is short. 

 

 

 

Size: 23 cm SCL 

Family: Emydidae 

SN: Malaclemys terrapin 

English Name: Diamondback Terrapin 

Description: 

Head and neck: Head is light greyish 

green in color with short black oblong 

spots; neck with small round black spots; 

jaws are light-colored; top of the head may 

be black. 

Body: Carapace - oblong with a mid-dorsal 

keel; grey, brown or black in color; dorsal 

scutes exhibit very obvious concentric 

growth rings; lighter individuals often have 

dark concentric rings on dorsal and marginal 

scutes; Male 14cm and female 23 cm in 

straight carapace length (SCL). 

Plastron - color varies from cream, yellow, 

orange or black with irregular dark 

markings on the middle and outlined with 

dark lines; plastral scutes may also show 

growth rings. 

Limbs and tail: Limbs light greyish green 

with black round spots; five claws on 

forelimbs; tail is moderately long. 
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Size: 32 cm SCL 

Family: Emydidae 

SN: Pseudemys concinna 

English Name: River Cooter 

Description: 

Head and neck: Dark greenish grey with 

yellow stripes; wide yellow stripes under 

the neck; yellow Y-shaped marking on 

lower chin.  

Body: Carapace - dark greenish grey to 

brown with extensive yellow concentric 

pattern; elongated, flattened and highest at 

the middle; first vertebral scute is as long as 

broad; second to fifth vertebral scutes are 

broader than long. 

Plastron - yellow in color with dark 

blotches which may fade with age. 

Limbs and tail: Limbs dark greenish grey 

to brown with yellow stripes; adult males 

with long, straight foreclaws, and thick 

tails; males may become darker in color as 

they age. 

 

 

 

Size: 40 cm SCL 

Family: Emydidae 

SN: Pseudemys floridana 

English Name: Florida Cooter 

Description: 

Head and neck: Upper jaw does not 

possess a medial notch or cusps; skin is 

dark brown to black and the head and 

neck bear numerous longitudinal yellow 

stripes; the medial chin stripe extending 

posteriorly and eventually dividing to form 

a Y-shaped marking. 

Body: Carapace - Moderately domed 

carapace; typically, dark with light yellow to 

orange parallel lines on the costal scutes, the 

most conspicuous one being a bar forked at 

either or both ends; male 28 cm and female 

40 cm in SCL. 

Plastron - Unhinged plastron, typically 

yellow and without pattern; older males 

may develop a reddish orange plastron 

with slight melanism; dark spots on the 

underside of the marginals. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Limbs and tail: dark gray or olive; males have elongated foreclaws and 

long and  thick tails. 
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Size: 40 cm SCL 

Family: Emydidae 

SN: Pseudemys peninsularis 

English Name: Peninsula Cooter 

Description: 

Head and neck: Dark greenish grey to 

brown with yellow stripes; a pair of light 

lines on top of the head; yellow stripe 

below the eye and lower jaw connect to 

form a Y-shaped marking that extends to 

the neck; upper jaw without median notch. 

Body: Carapace - Dark green to brown in 

coloration with yellow traversing stripes; 

first vertebral scute is longer than broad; 

second to fifth vertebral scutes are 

broader than long; male carapace flatter 

than female; male 28 cm and female 40 cm 

in SCL. 

Plastron - Yellow without markings; older 

males may become darker; dark spots on 

the underside of the marginals.  

Limbs and tail: Dark greenish grey with 

2 to 3 yellow stripes; males have elongated 

foreclaws and thick tail. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Size: 40 cm SCL 

Family: Emydidae 

SN: Pseudemys rubriventris 

English Name: Northern Red-bellied 

Turtle 

Description: 

Head and neck: Dark greenish grey with 

yellow stripes; a small yellow V-shaped 

marking on prefrontal can be used to 

distinguish the red-bellied group; a broad 

yellow stripe on top of the head; upper 

jaw with a prominent notch at the tip. 

Body: Carapace - Dark greenish grey to 

brown with yellow markings; elongated 

and flattened dorsally; marginal scutes 

slightly serrated posteriorly; five vertebral 

scutes, third broadest. 

Plastron - Reddish orange in color with or 

without markings. 

Limbs and tail: Limbs dark greenish grey 

with broad yellow stripes; males have long, 

straight foreclaws and thick tails. 
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Size: 20 cm SCL 

Family: Emydidae 

SN: Terrapene carolina 

English Name: Common Box Turtle 

Description: 

Head and neck: Dark brown with 

several yellow or orange spots and bars; 

head small to moderate in size; snout not 

protruding; upper jaw with median hook, 

no notch; iris red in male, yellowish brown 

in female. 

Body: Carapace - brown with variable 

pattern of yellow or orange lines, bars, and 

spots; elongated and high-domed; highest 

after plastral hinge; carapace height more 

than 42% of carapace length; prominent 

median keel present on second to fourth 

vertebral scutes; first vertebral scute 

oriented at an angle of 50 degrees or 

more.  

Plastron - dark brown in color; as long as 

the carapace; with dark blotches.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Limbs and tail: Dark brown with several yellow or orange spots on 

forelimbs; tail is short. 

 

Size: 14 cm SCL 

Family: Emydidae 

SN: Terrapene ornata 

English Name: Ornate Box Turtle 

Description: 

Head and neck: Head dark brown or 

grey with pale yellow spots on cheek; small 

to moderate; snout not protruding; upper 

jaw with hook, but no notch; neck pale 

yellow with dark spots; iris red in male, 

yellowish brown in female.  

Body: Carapace - Dark brown with broad 

yellow stripes, high domed, round or oval 

in shape; usually no keel; each scute has a 

mid-dorsal yellow stripe and radiating lines; 

first vertebral scute angled at 45 degrees 

or less; all vertebral scutes are broader 

than long. 

Plastron - as long or longer than carapace; 

radiating lines on each scute.  

Limbs and tail: Limbs dark brown with 

yellow or orange enlarged scales; usually 

four toes on each hindfoot; short tail may 

have a yellow dorsal stripe. 
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Size: 30 cm SCL 

Family: Emydidae 

SN: Trachemys scripta elegans 

English Name: Red-eared Slider 

Description: 

Head and neck: Dark greenish grey or 

greenish brown with yellow lines, 

conspicious red patch behind the eye 

running along the side of the head; narrow 

yellow chin stripes; iris has a transverse 

dark bar; upper jaw has a terminal notch. 

Body: Carapace - oval and domed in 

females, flatter in males; color go through 

changes from yellow green to almost black 

in old individuals; transverse yellow stripe 

on each pleural scute; marginal scutes 

slightly serrated posteriorly. 

Plastron - Pale yellow with dark marking 

on some or all scutes; entire plastron may 

be black especially in older males. 

Limbs and tail: Dark greenish grey with 

pale yellow stripes; adult males have longer 

claws in forefeet; tail noticeably longer and 

thicker on males. 

 

 

 

Size: 30 cm SCL 

Family: Emydidae 

SN: Trachemys scripta scripta 

English Name: Yellow-bellied Turtle 

Description: 

Head and neck: Dark greenish grey with 

yellow lines; A broad yellow blotch behind 

the eye on the side of the head; chin and 

neck with broad stripes; iris has a 

transverse dark bar; upper jaw has a 

terminal notch. 

Body: Carapace - Oval and domed; color 

go through changes from yellow green to 

almost black in old individuals; each pleural 

scute has a broad yellow vertical yellow 

stripe and narrower lines; marginal scutes 

slightly serrated posteriorly; Plastron - pale 

yellow; no hinges; dark spots (ocelli) on 

intergular, gular, and underside of marginal 

scutes; Plastron of old males may be black 

in color. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Limbs and tail: Dark greenish grey with  broad pale yellow stripes; 

Adult males  have long claws in forefeet. 
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Size: 60 cm SCL 

Family: Geoemydidae 

SN: Batagur borneoensis 

English Name: Painted Batagur 

Description: 

Head and neck: Head small to moderate, 

reddish brown; snout slightly upturned and 

pointed; upper jaw with a shallow median 

notch. 

Body: Carapace - light brown to greenish 

grey, elongated and slightly domed; First to 

third and fifth vertebral scutes broader 

than long; fourth as long as broad; during 

breeding season, color changes occur on 

adult males; head and neck white; a broad 

red spot on top of the head; carapace light 

greenish grey with three black broad lines 

and black spots on marginals.  

Plastron - pale yellow; shallow notch on 

anal scutes. 

Limbs and tail: Limbs greyish or pale 

yellowish brown with enlarged transverse 

scales; five claws on forefeet; toes are 

webbed. 

 

 

 

Size: 20 cm SCL 

Family: Geoemydidae 

SN: Cuora amboinensis 

English Name: Southeast Asian Turtle 

Description: 

Head and neck: dark brown with three 

broad light yellow stripes from snout to 

neck; chin and throat light yellow; upper 

jaw ends in a small hook. 

Body: Carapace - brown to dark brown in 

color; moderate domed; five vertebral 

scutes; second and third vertebral scutes 

are the largest; underside of marginal 

scutes may be pale yellow with a black 

blotch at the edge of each scute. 

Plastron - The hinge between the pectoral 

and abdominal scutes can be used to close 

the turtle's shell; pale yellow in color; each 

scute may have a black blotch near the 

edge. 

Limbs and tail: Limbs dark brown, no 

markings; tail is short. 
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Size: 22 cm SCL 

Family: Geoemydidae 

SN: Cyclemys dentata 

English Name: Asian Leaf Turtle 

Description: 

Head and neck: dark brown with pale 

red or orange markings; top of head 

reddish brown; throat may have a 

longitudinal stripe or uniformly dark 

brown; clearly visible large scales (shields) 

on the top and back side of the head; 

upper jaw ends in a hook. 

Body: Carapace - dark brown, elongated, 

domed; median keel may be present along 

the along the length of the vertebral 

scutes; marginal scutes serrated but 

smooth out with age. 

Plastron - yellowish brown with radiating 

lines; rounded notch on anal scutes. 

Limbs and tail: Limbs dark brown with 

minute orange spots and enlarged scales; 

five claws on forefeet; four claws on 

hindfeet; tail is short. 

 

 

 

Size: 35 cm SCL 

Family: Geoemydidae 

SN: Geoclemys hamiltonii 

English Name: Spotted Pond Turtle 

Description: 

Head and neck: head with short snout, 

black with yellow spots; neck grey with 

numerous spots. 

Body: Carapace - black with yellow, orange, 

or whitish spots, elongated, domed, with 

three interrupted keels; vertebral scute - first 

to fourth nearly as broad as long, fifth broader 

than long; pleural scutes with wedge-shaped 

spots.  

Plastron - yellow with dark radiating lines; anal 

scutes deeply notched. 

Limbs and tail: Limbs dark brown or 

black with yellow spots; all digits are 

webbed; tail is short. 
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Size: 13 cm SCL 

Family: Geoemydidae 

SN: Geoemyda spengleri 

English Name: Black-breasted Leaf 

Turtle 

Description: 

Head and neck: dark brown with yellow 

stripe from behind the eye to neck; snout, 

cheek and throat with yellow or orange 

spots; upper jaw hooked. 

Body: Carapace - depressed, marginal 

serrated posteriorly, but smooth out with 

age; vertebral scutes broader than long; 

three keels may be present; color varies 

from yellowish brown, greyish brown to 

dark brown. 

Plastron - Plastron dark brown to black 

with yellowish brown edges; anal scutes 

with rounded notched; no hinge; growth 

annuli visible. 

Limbs and tail: Limbs greyish brown 

large scales anteriorly; digits partially 

webbed; tail moderate with soft spines at 

base. 

 

 

 

Size: 60 cm SCL 

Family: Geoemydidae 

SN: Heosemys annandalii 

English Name: Yellow-headed Temple 

Turtle 

Description:  

Head and neck: Head greenish grey to 

black with grey markings, bright yellow on 

mature males during breeding season; 

upper jaw has a median notch, forming 

two fang-liked cusps (pointed tips).  

Body: Carapace - uniform brown to black, 

slightly domed, serrated posteriorly; 

notched on 12th marginal scute; vertebral 

scute - first broader anteriorly, second to 

fifth broader than long; 6th vertebral may 

be present. 

Plastron - yellow with large black spot on 

each scute; plastron is connected to 

carapace by ligaments; plastrons of old 

individuals may be entirely black; anal 

scutes notched. 

Limbs and tail: limbs uniform brown to 
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black; adult males may change to pale 

yellow during breeding season; digits 

entirely webbed; forelimbs with large 

scales; tail grey and short. 

 

Size: 44 cm SCL 

Family: Geoemydidae 

SN: Heosemys grandis 

English Name: Giant Asian Pond Turtle 

Description: 

Head and neck: head is broad, brown to 

grey with numerous orange or yellow 

spots; snout slightly projecting; jaws 

whitish to dark grey; upper jaw with 

shallow notch forming two fang-liked cusps 

(pointed tips). 

Body: Carapace - brown, greyish brown 

or black with darker smudges; broad, oval, 

high-arched but depressed dorsally, 

serrated posteriorly; pale yellowish brown 

line along the vertebral scutes. 

Plastron - yellow; axillary and iguinal scutes 

are present; dark radiating lines may be 

present but disappear with age. 

Limbs and tail: Limbs greyish brown 

with enlarged scales; digits webbed; tail is 

short. 

 

 

 

Size: 23 cm SCL 

Family: Geoemydidae 

SN: Heosemys spinosa 

English Name: Spiny Turtle 

Description: 

Head and neck: Spots behind the eye to 

neck are yellow, orange or red; notch on 

the upper jaw. 

Body: Carapace - scutes between male and 

female make them almost look like different 

species; elongated and flat on males, round 

and domed in females; a prominent keel runs 

along vertebral scutes, lighter in color than 

the scutes; marginal scutes in adults are 

almost blunt towards the front and serated 

at back; color varies from light to dark 

brown. 

Plastron - yellow to brown with dark 

radiating lines along the length of the top 

suture; the radiating pattern fades with age 
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and plastral scutes become uniformly 

yellowish brown. 

Limbs and tail: Cone-shaped scales on 

the back side of hindlegs and at the tip of 

the tail; scales on forelegs are reddish 

brown; half of the digits on the feet are 

fused; tail is short. 

 

Size: 26 cm SCL 

Family: Geoemydidae 

SN: Leucocephalon yuwonoi 

English Name: Sulawesi Forest Turtle 

Description: 

Head and neck: Head broad, yellow to 

brown; dorsal and side of head dark brown 

with mottled markings; upper jaw hooked. 

Body: Carapace - brownish orange, 

elongated, growth annuli visible; nuchal 

scute small, almost square; marginal scutes 

serrated posteriorly. 

Plastron - light brownish orange; seams 

dark brown; unhinged; smaller than 

carapace (up to 93%); upturned anteriorly. 

Limbs and tail: Limbs dark brown with 5 

to 6 rows or enlarged scales; tail 

moderate. 

 

 

 

Size: 30 cm SCL 

Family: Geoemydidae 

SN: Mauremys reevesii 

English Name: Reeve's Turtle 

Description: 

Head and neck: dark brown to dark 

grey; top of head is subdivided into small 

scales; the upper jaw is slightly notched 

and hooked; cheek and neck with short 

yellowish stripes. 

Body: Carapace - light brown to greyish 

brown; oval and low-arched; three keels 

that are more or less parallel; no serration 

in the marginal scutes; adult males tend to 

become darker with age. 

Plastron - dark brown to black, hingeless; 

no notches on gular scultes; notch on anal 

scutes; seams light yellow. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Limbs and tail: Limbs dark grey to black; digits fully webbed; tail dark 

colored,  moderate in length. 
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Size: 24 cm SCL 

Family: Geoemydidae 

SN: Mauremys sinensis 

English Name: Chinese Stripe-necked 

Turtle 

Description: 

Head and neck: dark brown to dark 

grey; narrow yellow stripes on snout, 

cheek and neck. 

Body: Carapace - reddish-brown to 

greyish brown, oval, moderately domed, 

but not depressed; fourth and fifth 

vertebral scutes are broader than long. 

Plastron - pale yellow with light grey 

blotch on each scute; no hinges; underside 

of marginal scutes with round spots; no 

notches on gular scultes; notch on anal 

scutes; whitish around seams. 

Limbs and tail: Dark brown to black; tail 

moderate in length; base of tail with 

narrow yellow stripes. 

 

 

 

Size: 80 cm SCL 

Family: Geoemydidae 

SN: Orlitia borneensis 

English Name: Bornean Giant Turtle 

Description: 

Head and neck: Grey; top of head 

reddish brown; head is relatively large and 

broad; snout slightly projecting. 

Body: Carapace - dark brown to black; 

second vertebral scute is mushroom-

shaped with narrow end pointing 

posteriorly; nuchal scale triangular. 

Plastron - yellowish brown to light brown, 

usually without markings; anal scutes 

notched. 

Limbs and tail: grey, brown or black; 

digits are webbed. 
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Size: 23 cm SCL 

Family: Geoemydidae 

SN: Pangshura tecta 

English Name: Indian Roofed Turtle 

Description: 

Head and neck: a conspicious red and 

yellow marking on each side of temple in 

contact posteriorly to form a V-mark; neck 

with pale yellow stripes; jaws pale yellow; 

dorsal of head divided into large scales. 

Body: Carapace - brown to greyish green; 

interrupted red or orange median keel; 

vertebral scutes with black spots 

posteriorly; spine-like projection with 

black tip on the third vetebral scute.  

Plastron - yellow with a large black blotch 

on each scute. 

Limbs and tail: brown to greyish green 

with small yellow spots; all digits are 

webbed. 

 

 

 

Size: 27 cm SCL 

Family: Geoemydidae 

SN: Pangshura tentoria 

English Name: Indian Tent Turtle 

Description: 

Head and neck: head is moderately 

small; snout pointed, the skin at the back 

of forehead with irregular scales; upper 

jaw unnotched, serrated; can be 

distinguished from P. tecta by the absence 

of the large marking on temple; neck 

stripes few and indistinct. 

Body: Carapace - greenish brown to 

brown; elevated in the middle with flat 

sides; interrupted red or orange median 

keel; spike-like projection with black tip 

pointing upwards on the third vertebral 

scute; second vertebral scute may be 

smaller than first and third; smaller spike-

like projection on the fourth vertebral 

scute pointing downwards; first, second 

and fifth vertebral scutes are broader than 

long; third and fourth are longer than 

broad; seams between base of pleural and 

anterior of marginal reddish brown. 

Plastron - long and narrow; yellow with a 

large black blotch on each scute; anal 

scutes notched. 
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Limbs and tail: Uniform grey with 

enlarged scales; no spots; digits webbed. 

 

Size: 20 cm SCL 

Family: Geoemydidae 

SN: Rhinoclemmys pulcherrima 

English Name: Painted Wood Turtle 

Description: 

Head and neck:  Head is olive to brown 

with two to three orange or red stripes 

which crosses tip of snout; slightly 

projecting snout.  

Body: Carapace- brown in color with 

yellow or red lines or rings; appears rough 

due to growth rings (annuli); median keel 

present; serrated posteriorly.  

Plastron- yellow in color with central dark 

blotch; notched posteriorly.  

Limbs and tail: Forelimbs covered with 

large yellow or red scales and black spots; 

male is smaller than female; tail is short. 

 

 

 

Size: 20 cm SCL 

Family: Geoemydidae 

SN: Siebenrockiella crassicollis 

English Name: Black Marsh Turtle 

Description: 

Head and neck: Head is large and broad 

with short and slightly projecting snout; 

dark grey to black in color with faded 

white or yellow spot behind eye; neck is 

thick which makes the head appear 

shorter. 

Body: Carapace - Uniform dark brown to 

black, oval; posterior margin serrated; 

median keel distinct; two lateral keels less 

pronounced; first four vertebral wider 

anteriorly; 5th broader posteriorly. 

Plastron - anal scutes notched; dark brown 

to black in color; anterior and median 

seams may be pale yellow. 

 

Limbs and tail: Limbs dark grey to black 

and covered with enlarged scales; toes 

webbed; tail short. 
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Size: 30 cm SCL 

Family: Geoemydidae 

SN: Siebenrockiella leytensis 

English Name: Philippine Forest Turtle 

Description: 

Head and neck: Upper jaw forms a 

noticeable hook; snout slightly pointing 

upwards; a white or pale yellow band runs 

across on top of the head; orange spots on 

neck, throat, sides of the head, behind the 

eyes, and lower jaw. 

Body: Carapace - Reddish brown to dark 

brown in color; the nuchal scute is 

positioned behind two marginal scutes that 

form a noticeable notch; second to fourth 

vertebral scutes are gingko-shaped; 

Marginal scutes on the front are slightly 

serrated, while those on the back are 

clearly serrated; four wide costal scutes on 

both sides. 

Plastron - Yellowish brown to dark brown 

in color with or without dark blotches; a 

pair of gular scutes is large and with a 

prominent notch; anal scutes notched.  

Limbs and tail: Five toes on the 

forelimbs, four toes on the hind limbs; toes 

are partially webbed; tail is short. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Size: 17 cm SCL 

Family: Kinosternidae 

SN: Kinosternon flavescens 

English Name: Yellow Mud Turtle 

Description: 

Head and neck: Head is moderate to 

large; light grey to pale yellow; snout 

slightly protruding; upper jaw hooked; two 

pairs of barbels on chin. 

Body: Carapace - Yellowish brown to 

greenish grey; smooth, unserrated marginals; 

depressed; no keels; first vertebral scute 

flares anteriorly and in contact with the 

second marginal; seams black. 

Plastron - two well-developed hinges; pale 

yellow to brown; seams black. 

Limbs and tail: Limbs light grey to pale 

yellow; tail is short and terminates with a 

spine. 
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Size: 27 cm SCL 

Family: Kinosternidae 

SN: Kinosternon scorpioides 

English Name: Scorpion Mud Turtle 

Description: 

Head and neck: Head is moderate to 

large, greyish brown with orange spots on 

side of the head; snout slight projecting 

with a hooked upper jaw; two large 

barbels followed by 2-3 smaller pairs on 

chin; neck greyish brown. 

Body: Carapace - Color varies from light 

to dark brown or black; seams black; 

elongated, oval, and high domed; broadest 

behind the midsection; first vertebral scute 

is broad anteriorly; second to fifth usually 

longer than broad; three keels may be 

present; not as prominent on older 

individuals. 

Plastron - A single movable hinge between the 

pectoral and abdominal scutes is present; 

brown. 

Limbs and tail: Limbs greyish brown; 

short tail terminates with a spine. 

 

 

 

Size: 38 cm SCL 

Family: Kinosternidae 

SN: Staurotypus triporcatus 

English Name: Mexican Giant Musk 

Turtle 

Description: 

Head and neck: Head is dark grey with 

reticulated pattern or spots; two barbels 

on chin. 

Body: Carapace - oval with three 

prominent keels; brown with dark spots 

and radiating pattern at the base of each 

scute; marginals unserrated; the five 

vertebral scutes usually longer than broad. 

Plastron - pale yellow, cross-shaped, small, 

and pointed posteriorly; movable hinge 

between pectoral and abdominal scutes.  

Limbs and tail: Limbs grey or brown 

with small black spots; digits webbed; tail is 

short. 
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Size: 18 cm SCL 

Family: Kinosternidae 

SN: Sternotherus carinatus 

English Name: Razor-backed Musk 

Turtle 

Description: 

Head and neck: Head is moderate in 

size; no white stripes on head (vs. present 

on S. odoratus); barbels on chin and 

throat; top of the head and snout are light 

brown to grey with numerous spots; 

upper jaw with black streaks. 

Body: Carapace - very prominent 

vertebral keel; high domed; as tall as wide; 

center has a prominent keel; scutes 

overlap one another at their back edges; 

11 marginal scutes on each sideof the 

nuchal scute; light brown to brownish 

orange, with a series of thin dark streaks; 

seams black. 

Plastron - gular scute is absent; reduced 

and weakly hinged; the pectoral scutes are 

rhomboid in shape; plastron is an 

immaculate light yellow. 

Limbs and tail: Limbs are grey with small 

dark spots; tail is short. 

 

 

 

Size: 14 cm SCL 

Family: Kinosternidae 

SN: Sternotherus odoratus 

English Name: Common Musk Turtle 

Description: 

Head and neck: two bold light stripes 

(rarely lacking in adults), one extending 

from the tip of the snout, through the eye, 

to the neck, and the other extending from 

the tip of the snout, along the upper lip, to 

the neck 

Barbels are present on the chin and throat; 

pointed snout. 

Body: Carapace - light olive brown to 

dark brown, often with radiating dark 

streaks; non-overlapping; adult carapace is 

usually smooth; 11 marginal scutes on each 

side. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Plastron - The plastron is relatively small; has a single gular; anterior lobe 

that is slightly movable; the pectoral scute is rectangular or quadrangular 

in shape; yellow brown in color. 

 

Limbs and tail: Adult males have a blunt spine or nail at the end of the 

tail and rough patches on inner hind legs. 
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Size: 105 cm SCL 

Family: Testudinidae 

SN: Aldabrachelys gigantea 

English Name: Aldabra Giant Tortoise 

Description: 

Second largest extant tortoise in the 

world; males are larger than females and 

have thicker tails.                             

Head and neck: dark grey in color; neck 

is long; snout is not protruding; upper jaw 

weakly hooked, bicuspid or tricuspid; large 

prefrontal scale divided longitudinally, 

followed by frontal scale; other scales on 

head are small. 

Body: Carapace - brownish grey; thick, 

elongated and domed; dark grey in color; 

marginal scutes flared posteriorly, slightly 

upturned; vertebral scutes broader than 

long; 1st narrower than 2nd; 5th is 

smallest; may be smooth on older adults; 

11 marginals on each side; 1 undivided 

supracaudal scute. 

Plastron - brownish grey; shorter than 

carapace; no posterior notch; gulars thick 

and short, barely project beyond carapacial 

rim.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Limbs and tail: Limbs robust, grey with  enlarged scales; tail is short. 

Size: 40 cm SCL 

Family: Testudinidae 

SN: Astrochelys radiata  

English Name: Radiated Tortoise 

Description: 

Head and neck: head is moderate; non-

protruding snout and slightly hooked upper 

jaw; top of the head dark brown to black; 

face, throat, and neck yellowish; prefrontal 

divided followed by a single large frontal 

scale. 

Body: Carapace - high domed and 

abruptly descending sides; vertebral scutes 

are broader than long; dark brown to 

black in color with 4 to 12 yellowish 

orange radiating lines; marginal with 1 to 5 

radiating lines. 

Plastron - yellow with a large black 

triangular marking on outer edge of 

humeral, pectoral, abdominal, and femoral; 

gulars thick, usually without patterns, and 

may protrude beyond the carapacial rim; 

anal scutes with black radiations.  

 

 

 

Limbs and tail: Forelegs with overlapping scales; limbs and tail 

yellowish. 
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Size: 45 cm SCL 

Family: Testudinidae 

SN: Astrochelys yniphora 

English Name: Ploughshare Tortoise 

Description: 

Head and neck: head is moderate; non-

protruding snout and slightly hooked 

upper jaw; top of the head may be dark 

brown to black; face, throat, and neck 

yellowish; large prefrontal divided followed 

by a single large frontal scale. 

Body: Carapace - very high domed and 

abruptly descending sides; vertebral scutes 

are broader than long or as broad as long; 

yellowish brown; seams dark brown to 

black; growth ring prominent; each 

marginal with dark brown triangular 

marking on anterior seam. 

Plastron - usually uniform yellow; some 

with brown markings. 

Limbs and tail: yellow to brown; forelegs 

covered with large overlapping scales. 

 

 

 

Size: 83 cm SCL 

Family: Testudinidae 

SN: Centrochelys sulcata 

English Name: African Spur-thighed 

Tortoise 

Description: 

The largest tortoise in continental Africa 

Head and neck: Beak weakly hooked, 

edge of jaws strongly dentate; prefrontal 

scales large, usually divided longitudinally; 

frontal scale usually large, rarely broken 

up; remaining upper head scales small, 

irregular; head is uniform yellow. 

Body: Carapace - uniform light to 

yellowish brown; seams may be dark 

brown; flattened dorsally, sides descending 

abruptly, deeply notched in nuchal region, 

anterior and posterior margins serrated; 

posterior margins upturned; nuchal scute 

usually absent; vertebrals broader than 

long; 2nd, 3rd, and 5th much broader than 

long, broader than pleurals; four 

pleural/lateral scutes, rarely five; 11 

marginal scutes on each side; supracaudal 

usually undivided. 

 

 

Plastron - well-developed with deep anal notch; a pair of gulars, deeply 

forked in males; pectorals very narrow; hind lobe deeply notched to the 

back, angular or crescent-shaped; Posterior half of plastron deeply concave 

in adult males; uniform pale yellow in color. 

 

Limbs and tail: Forelimb anteriorly with large unequal, juxtaposed scales, 

forming 3-6 longitudinal and 6-7 transverse series from elbow to outer of 

five claws; posterior side of thigh with 2-3 large conical turbercles; heel with 

large, conical, spur-like, bony tubercles; claws four; limbs are uniform light 

brown to yellowish brown. 
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Size: 76 cm SCL 

Family: Testudinidae 

SN: Chelonoidis carbonarius 

English Name: Red-footed Tortoise 

Description: 

Head and neck: Head is moderate, non-

protruding snout, and slightly hooked 

upper jaw; Head scales orange, red or 

yellow. 

Body: Carapace - dark brown to black, 

with a yellow spot on the center each 

scute; growth rings on scutes are 

prominent, but the appearance is much 

smoother in older individuals.  

Plastron - yellowish brown; males have 

very pointed anal scutes that extend to 

contact the rear marginal scales of the 

carapace, while females have shorter and 

rounded anal scutes. 

Limbs and tail: bright red scales on 

limbs; digits are not visible, only nails are 

seen; tail dark grey. 

 

 

 

Size: 82 cm SCL 

Family: Testudinidae 

SN: Chelonoidis denticulatus 

English Name: Yellow-footed Tortoise 

Description: 

The largest tortoise in South America. 

Head and neck: Head is moderate, non-

protruding snout, and slightly hooked 

upper jaw; jaw dark brown; head scales 

yellow with dark border; neck brown to 

dark grey. 

Body: Carapace - dark brown to black, with 

bright yellow spot on the center each scute; 

growth rings are prominent, but the 

appearance is much smoother in older 

individuals; margins bright yellowish orange 

with dark edges; posterior margins slightly 

serrated. 

Plastron - yellowish brown; males have 

very pointed anal scutes that extend to 

contact the rear marginal scales of the 

carapace, while females have shorter and 

rounded anal scutes. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Limbs and tail: Forelimbs with enlarged bright yellow scales; digits are 

not visible, only nails are seen; tail dark grey. 
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Size: 28 cm SCL 

Family: Testudinidae 

SN: Geochelone elegans 

English Name: Indian Star Tortoise 

Description: 

Head and neck: Head color is from 

beige/yellow to tan; lacking distinct shields 

on top of the head; 2-3 small cusps on the 

upper jaw (2-3 indistinct projections). 

Body: Carapace - Very high domed with 

abruptly descending sides; dark brown to 

black with yellow spot on the center of 

each scute and radiating lines (star 

pattern); growth rings are visible. 

Plastron - Plastral pattern of dark radiating 

lines on a light background; divided 

supracaudal scute; cervical scute absent. 

Limbs and tail: Forelimbs covered with 

irregularly shaped to pointed scales; yellow 

to dark brown; tail is short. 

 

 

 

Size 26 cm SCL 

Family: Testudinidae 

SN: Geochelone platynota 

English Name: Burmese Star Tortoise 

Description: 

Head and neck: Head is yellow or tan; 

distinct frontal and prefrontal scales on the 

head compared to G. elegans. 

Body:  Caparace - high domed, but 

flattened dorsally; nuchal scute absent; 

marginals weakly serrated posteriorly; 

black or dark brown in color; each 

vertebral and pleural scute with yellow 

spot on center and radiating lines (star 

pattern); carapace is flatter compared to G. 

elegans; fewer rays on the pleural scutes 

(seven or less). 

Plastron - yellowish; supracaudal scute 

undivided, cervical scute absent; either no 

plastral pattern or scutes with black or 

dark brown blotches (vs. radiating lines on 

G. elegans).  

Limbs and tail: Limbs yellow or dark 

brown; claws and scales on limbs are 

bright yellow; tail is short. 
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Size: 36 cm SCL 

Family: Testudinidae 

SN: Indotestudo elongata 

English Name: Elongated Tortoise 

Description: 

Head and neck: Head is yellow (in males, 

reddish around nostrils and eyes during 

mating season); upper jaw ends in a slight 

hook; two large prefrontal scales. 

Body: Carapace - cervical scute present; 

high and elongated, both sides are 

symmetrical; irregular black markings on 

scutes, but some individuals without 

markings; yellowish to greenish color; four 

pleural scutes on each side; 11 marginal 

scutes that are slightly serrated in older 

individuals; supracaudal scute is large; 

nuchal scute small but may not be present 

on all individuals. 

Plastron - yellow with a black patch on the 

middle of each scute; suture of second pair 

(humeral) is shorter than the third 

(pectoral) and fifth (femoral); suture of 

pectoral scutes are wider compared to 

Indotestudo fortensii. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Limbs and tail: Prominent yellow scales on grey limbs; hindlimbs have 

three spike-shaped protrusions towards  the back; feet are elephant-like; 

claws are whitish to yellow; five claws on forelimb;  four claws on 

hindlimb; tail is short; male have longer tail than female; tip of the tail 

with pointed tubercles. 

 

 

Size: 33 cm SCL 

Family: Testudinidae 

SN: Indotestudo forstenii  

English Name: Forsten's Tortoise 

Description: 

Head and neck: Three noticeable scales 

on the head; the pair of prefrontal scales 

are the same size as the large frontal scale; 

upper jaw is slightly hook-shaped. 

Body: Carapace - nuchal scute absent; 

dome-shaped and elongated; five vertebral 

scutes, second and third vertebral scutes 

are wider than longer; four costal scutes 

on each side; 11 marginal scutes on each 

side; one wide supracaudal (above the tail) 

scute; scutes are yellowish to pale brown 

in color with a black blotch in the middle 

of each scute. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Plastron - two deep triangular-shaped notch towards the rear forms two 

separate anal scutes; suture between the second pair (humeral) and first 

pair (gular) is longer than the third pair (pectoral); gular scutes are 

rounded; suture of the pectoral scutes is thin; color is similar to 

carapace, but not consistent. 

 

Limbs and tail: No cone-shaped tubercles on thigh; forelimbs with 

prominent overlapping scales; five claws on forelimb; four claws on 

hindlimb; feet are heavy and elephant-like; tail short. 
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Size: 22 cm SCL 

Family: Testudinidae 

SN: Kinixys belliana 

English Name: Bell's Hingeback Tortoise 

Description: 

Head and neck: color varies from yellow, 

brown to black; head is small to moderate in 

size with non-projecting snout; the large 

prefrontal scale may not be divided. 

Body: Carapace - domed with a flat dorsal 

surface; sides sloping; anterior margins may 

be slightly flared; an elongated cervical 

scute is present; 2nd to 5th vertebral 

scutes broader than long; 5th flared; a 

narrow ridge on ventebral scutes may be 

present; posterior margins weakly or not 

serrated; supracaudal undivided; growth 

rings prominent. 

Plastron - A pair of gular scutes project 

slightly beyond the carapacial rim. 

Limbs and tail:  greyish brown; limbs 

without enlarged tubercles; four to five 

claws on forefeet. 

 

 

 

Size: 32 cm SCL 

Family: Testudinidae 

SN: Kinixys erosa 

English Name: Eroded Hingeback 

Tortoise 

Description:  

Head and neck: Head is small to 

moderate; non-protruding snout; hooked 

upper jaw; prefrontals divided; large frontal 

may be divided; yellow to brown in color. 

Body: Carapace- dark brown with or 

without yellow spot on the middle of each 

scute; domed with a flat and unkeeled 

dorsal surface; sides sloping; anterior 

margins flared and reverted; posterior 

margins strongly serrated and reverted; 

sloping starts at the middle of the 5th 

vertebral scute; all vertebrals broader than 

long; 5th flared and widest; 11 marginals 

on each side; supracaudal undivided. 

Plastron- dark brown to black with yellow 

seams; a pair of gulars projecting beyond 

the carapacial rim; notched in front; three 

to four small axillary scutes and one large 

inginal which is in contact with femoral. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Limbs and tail:  brown in color; anterior surface of forelimbs with a 

few large scales in four to five rows; five claws on forefeet; tail 

terminates in a claw-like tubercle. 
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Size: 21 cm SCL 

Family: Testudinidae 

SN: Kinixys homeana 

English Name: Home's Hingeback 

Tortoise 

Description: 

Head and neck: yellow to brown; small 

to moderate; non-projecting snout; 

hooked upper jaw; prefrontals divided; 

large frontal may be subdivided. 

Body: Carapace- dark brown with some 

yellowish spots; domed with flat dorsal 

surface; some with low keel; sloping sides; 

anterior margins flared, slightly reverted 

(going back); abrupt drop starting on 

anterior portion of 5th vertebral; 2nd to 5th 

vertebral broader than long; 5th flared and 

widest; posterior portion of carapace 

reverted (going back) to anterior part of 5th 

vertebral scute. 

Plastron- dark brown; yellowish at seams; 

two to four small axillary scutes; a large 

inguinal which in contact with femoral.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Limbs and tail: yellowish to brown; anterior surface of forelimbs with 

a few scattered, large overlapping scales; heel  with large spur-like scale. 

 

Size: 22 cm SCL 

Family: Testudinidae 

SN: Kinixys spekii 

English Name: Speke's Hingeback 

Tortoise 

Description: 

Head and neck: color varies from 

yellow, brown to black; head is small to 

moderate in size with non-projecting 

snout; the large prefrontal scale may not 

be divided. 

Body: Carapace - uniform brown or with 

distinct yellow and dark rings; abrupt drop 

starting on anterior portion of 5th 

vertebral; domed with a flat dorsal surface; 

sides sloping; anterior margins may be 

slightly flared; an elongated cervical scute is 

present; 2nd to 5th vertebral scutes 

broader than long; 5th flared; a narrow 

ridge on ventebral scutes may be present; 

posterior margins weakly or not serrated; 

supracaudal undivided; growth rings 

prominent. 

Plastron - A pair of gular scutes project 

slightly beyond the carapacial rim. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Limbs and tail:  greyish brown; limbs without enlarged tubercles; five 

claws on forefeet. 
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Size: 18 cm SCL 

Family: Testudinidae 

SN: Malacochersus tornieri 

English Name: Pancake Tortoise 

Description: 

Head and neck: yellowish brown; 

moderate in size; non-protruding snout; 

hooked upper jaw with bicuspid or 

tricuspid; edge of jaws slightly serrated. 

Body: Carapace- extremely flattened; 

marginals slightly upturned; posterior 

margins smooth; 11 or 12 marginals on 

each side; two supracaudals; vertebral 

broader than long; 2nd to 4th smallest; 5th 

flared. 

Plastron- yellowish with brown blotches or 

radiations; slight notch on gulars 

anteriorly; two small axillary scutes; two to 

four inguinals on bridge.  

Limbs and tail: yellowish brown; 

forelimbs with large overlapping scales; no 

webbing; strong claws for digging. 

 

 

 

Size: 58 cm SCL 

Family: Testudinidae 

SN: Manouria emys 

English Name: Asian Forest Tortoise 

Description: 

Head and neck: Dark brown; upper jaw 

ends in a hook; large eyes and the scales 

are very noticeable.  

Body: Carapace - round and dome-shaped 

with scutes curved outwards, growth rings 

(anuli) present and noticeable on vertebral 

and costal scutes; black to dark brown in 

color; small nuchal scute is present; five 

wide vertebral scutes that are almost equal 

in length; sides of the first vertebral scute 

are parallel; second to fourth vertebral 

scutes are hexagonal in shape; fifth 

vertebral scute is wider towards the rear; 

11 marginal scutes. The supracaudal scutes 

are divided. 

Plastron – yellow with black shade on 

edges. 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Limbs and tail: Forelimbs have noticeable overlapping scales; thighs 

and heels of the hindlimbs have pointed tubercles; tail is short. 
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Size: 27 cm SCL 

Family: Testudinidae 

SN: Manouria impressa 

English Name: Impressed Tortoise 

Description: 

Head and neck: Head is large with non-

projecting snout; yellow to dark brown 

with pink on snout on some individuals; 

upper jaw no hook; large prefrontal scale 

divided; frontal scale undivided. 

Body: Carapace - yellowish brown to dark 

brown with dark seams; flattened dorsally; 

vertebrals wider than long; all marginal 

scutes serrated; growth rings (annuli) 

prominent on flat vertebrals and marginal 

areolae (center); 11 marginals on each 

side; two supracaudals. 

Plastron- yellowish brown with dark 

seams; gular and anal scutes with notch; 

gulars thickened and extend slightly 

beyond the carapacial rim 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Limbs and tail: Forelimbs black; hindlimbs and tail dark brown; 

forelimbs covered with large overlapping, pointed  scales; A large conical 

tubercle on each thigh. 

Size: 68 cm SCL 

Family: Testudinidae 

SN: Stigmochelys pardalis 

English Name: Leopard Tortoise 

Description: 

Head and neck: Head is moderate; non-

projecting snout; upper jaw hooked and 

tricuspid; large prefrontal scale may be 

divided or undivided; frontal scale usually 

absent or small. 

Body: Carapace- domed with almost 

abruptly descending sides (almost vertical); 

yellowish brown with dark brown or black 

spots; 1st vertebral as broad as long; 2nd 

to fifth vertebral broader than long; well-

defined growth rings on center of 

vertebral and pleural scutes; supracaudal 

undivided. 

Plastron- a pair of gulars, slightly 

protruding; deep anal notch; a single 

inguinal in contact with femoral scute.   

Limbs and tail: yellow to brown; front 

surface of forelimbs covered with three or 

four longitudinal rows of large scales; tail 

without a large terminal scale. 
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Size: 30 cm SCL 

Family: Testudinidae 

SN: Testudo graeca 

English Name: Greek Tortoise 

Description: 

Head and neck: yellow, brown, grey or 

black with or without dark spots; head is 

moderate; weakly hooked; upper jaw 

tricuspid.  

Body: Carapace- varies from yellow, dark 

brown, grey to black with dark blotches; 

domed and rounded with abruptly 

descending sides; highest behind the 

center; posterior margins flared and 

slightly serrated; cervical scute long and 

narrow; vertebrals broader than long; 

carapace appears smooth compared to 

"lumpy" appearance of T. hermanni; 

supracaudal single, undivided. 

Plastron- yellow, greenish yellow, brown 

or grey with dark spots; gular scutes 

slightly thickened; do not extend beyond 

carapacial rim.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Limbs and tail: enlarged tubercles on thigh; backside of thigh with a 

large conical  tubercle; anterior forelegs with 3 to 6 rows of scales no 

enlarged tubercles on thigh; no enlarged scale on tail tip. 

Size: 20 cm SCL 

Family: Testudinidae 

SN: Testudo hermanni 

English Name: Hermann's Tortoise 

Description: 

Head and neck: Head brown to black; 

chin lighter color. 

Body: Carapace- yellow, greenish brown, 

or dark brown with dark blotches; domed 

with descending sides; longer than broad; 

highest behind the center; one cervical 

scute, slight cervical notch; marginals 

downturned and slightly serrated 

posteriorly; supracaudal divided. 

Plastron- dark brown to black with yellow 

border; a pair of gulars thickened, extends 

slightly pass carapacial rim; movable hinge 

between abdominal and femoral scutes. 

Limbs and tail: five claws on each 

forefoot; anterior forelegs with 5 to 10 

rows of scales no enlarged tubercles on 

thigh; tail terminates with an enlarged 

scale. 
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Size: 22 cm SCL 

Family: Testudinidae 

SN: Testudo horsfieldii 

English Name: Horsfield's Tortoise 

Description: 

Head and neck: Head yellowish brown; 

moderate; non-protruding snout; jaws 

dark; upper jaw hooked, tricuspid; large 

prefrontal divided; frontal large, undivided. 

Body: Carapace- light brown to yellow 

brown; domed, rounded and flattened 

dorsally; about twice as long as high; as 

broad as long; highest point near the 

center; abruptly descending sides; cervical 

scute long and narrow, weak cervical 

notch;marginal scutes greatly flared 

posteriorly; vertebrals broader than long; 

centers of vertebral and pleural scutes 

slightly raised; growth rings (annuli) 

prominent; supracaudal scute undivided. 

Plastron- lacks movable hinge between 

abdominal and femoral scutes; a pair of 

gulars thickened, extends slightly beyond 

carapacial rim; bridge yellow; plastron 

black with yellow seams. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Limbs and tail: four claws on each  forefoot; each heel with spur-like 

scales. 

Size: 14 cm SCL 

Family: Testudinidae 

SN: Testudo kleinmanni 

English Name: Egyptian Tortoise 

Description: 

Resembles T. graeca but smaller.                                        

Head and neck: Head moderate; non-

protruding snout; weakly hooked jaw; 

upper jaw tricuspid. 

Body: Carapace- greenish yellow to 

yellowish brown with dark seams; domed 

and rounded; highest behind the center; 

sides abruptly descending; short (less than 

14 cm); vertebral scutes broader than long; 

center of vertebral and pleural scutes may 

be raised slightly; 10 to 12 marginals on 

each side; supracaudal scute undivided, 

flared to rear. 

Plastron- well-developed; gulars thickened, 

usually do not extend beyond carapacial 

rim; plastron and bridge yellow; dark bloch 

on center of abdominal scute and along 

seams. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Limbs and tail: yellowish brown; anterior surface of forelegs with 

three rows of enlarged scales; no tubercles on thigh. 
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Size: 31 cm SCL 

Family: Testudinidae 

SN: Testudo marginata 

English Name: Marginated Tortoise 

Description: 

Head and neck: Head black, moderate; 

chin yellow to grey; jaw brown to black; 

non-protruding snout; upper jaw hooked; 

prefrontal and frontal large; may be divided 

or subdivided. 

Body: Carapace- dark brown to black 

with yellow spot on the center of each 

scute; yellow bars on marginals; elongated; 

domed; highest behind the center; sides 

abruptly descending; cervical scute narrow 

with weak notch; vertebrals wider than 

long; centers (areolae) of vertebral and 

pleural scutes slightly raised, growth rings 

visible; 11 marginals on each side; one 

supracaudal undivided, flared. 

Plastron- yellow with large triangular black 

blotches; well-developed; gulars thickened; 

may project slightly beyond carapacial rim; 

one axillary; one or two inguinal in contact 

with feomoral scute. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Limbs and tail: brown to yellowish brown in color; anterior foreleg 

with 4-5 longitudinal rows of large overlapping scales; spur-like scales on 

heel; tail may lack a terminal scale. 

Size: 60 cm SCL 

Family: Trionychidae 

SN: Apalone ferox 

English Name: Florida Softshell Turtle 

Description: 

Head and neck: brown to grey with light 

mottlings or reticulations; red or yellow 

stripe behind eye to base of lower jaw; 

snout extended; nostril with lateral ridge. 

Body: Carapace- marginal ridge well-

defined; brown to grey with dark blotches; 

anterior carapacial rim with blunt, enlarged 

tubercles; small tubercles on dorsal 

surface. 

Plastron- dirty white to grey.  

Limbs and tail: brown to grey; limbs 

webbed. 
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Size: 28 cm SCL 

Family: Trionychidae 

SN: Lissemys punctata andersoni 

English Name: Indian Flap-shelled Turtle 

Description: 

Head and neck: greenish grey with 

yellow spots; flesh proboscis short with no 

lateral ridge. 

Body: Carapace- greenish grey with large 

yellow spots with black border; oval, 

domed; unflared; smooth.  

Plastron- pale yellow or white; hinge on 

forelobe; a pair of "flaps" posteriorly. 

Limbs and tail: greenish brown to 

brown. 

 

 

 

Size: 150 cm SCL 

Family: Trionychidae 

SN: Pelochelys cantorii 

English Name: Cantor's Giant Softshell 

Turtle 

Description: 

Head and neck: Head is greenish brown, 

jaws are whitish in color with dark 

markings, the eyes are near the snout, the 

nose is protruding but short. 

Body: Carapace - Oval in shape, longer 

than wide; no middle keel; uniform 

greenish to brown with or without 

markings; tiny tubercles on anterior 

carapace margin. 

Plastron - White to yellowish in color. 

Limbs and tail: The digits are joined 

together; 3 to 4 noticeable scales on 

forefeet; tail is short. 
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Size: 30 cm SCL 

Family: Trionychidae 

SN: Pelodiscus sinensis 

English Name: Chinese Softshell Turtle 

Description: 

Head and neck: Head is narrow with 

long and protuding snout; neck is long; 

eyes are almost at the top of the head; 

upper jaw is not hook-shaped; green to 

dark coffee in color and covered in small 

white to cream spots; noticeable black 

lines in ray patterns coming from the eyes. 

Body: Carapace -oval in shape, longer than 

wider; front portion of the sides are smooth 

and do not have tubercles; carapace margin 

is smooth; greenish to grey in coloration 

with black ring markings.  

Plastron -whitish in color with or without 

blotches; markings fade with age. 

Limbs and tail: Three claws on each 

foot; tail short. 

 

 

 

Size: 40 cm SCL 

Family: Chelidae 

SN: Chelodina oblonga 

English Name: Northern Snake-necked 

Turtle 

Description: 

Head and neck: Head large and flat; chin 

with barbels; head and jaws greenish grey; 

neck long (>75% carapace length), thick 

with dark mottlings and tubercles. 

Body: Carapace- light brown to black with 

dark spots; narrow, oval; widest behind the 

center; vertebrals depressed; 2nd to 4th 

vertebral with medial groove; 1st vertebral 

largest, flared anteriorly; 1st, 4th and 5th 

vertebrals broader than long; rough with 

radiating striations; marginal scutes on side 

may be slightly upturned. 

Plastron- pale yellow; long and narrow; 

front rounded; large anal notch. 

Limbs and tail: greenish grey; anterior 

forelegs with enlarged scales. 
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Size: 45 cm SCL 

Family: Chelidae 

SN: Chelus fimbriata 

English Name: Mata Mata 

Description: 

Head and neck: Head large, triangular, 

flattened; neck long with skin flaps on 

sides; snout long and narrow. 

Body: Carapace- orange to black; oblong; 

flattened; three rows of knobby keels; 

sides almost parallel; posterior rim 

rounded, heavily serrated; lateral margins 

serrated and downturned; one small 

cervical scute; 1st vertebral expanded 

anteriorly; 2nd to 4th vertebrals  as long as 

broad; scutes rough with growth rings 

(annuli). 

Plastron- pale yellow, orange or brown 

with or without dark spots; narrow; 

rounded in front; tapered at back; cross 

like appearance; hingeless.  

Limbs and tail: orange to brown; five 

claws on each forefoot; webbed; tail is 

short. 

 

 

 

Size: 40 cm SCL 

Family: Chelidae 

SN: Elseya branderhorsti 

English Name: White-bellied Snapping 

Turtle 

Description: 

Head and neck: dark brown; dorsal of 

head is covered with large bony plate; 

flattened tubercles on face; jaws yellowish; 

chin pale yellow with two small barbels. 

Body: Carapace- uniform dark brown 

without spots; round to oval in shape; 

cervical scute absent; vertebral broader 

than long; 5th smallest; 2nd largest; 

posterior rim slightly serrated. 

Plastron- light yellowish brown; long and 

narrow; front rim rounded; anal scutes 

notched. 

Limbs and tail: dark brown. 
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Size: 30 cm SCL 

Family: Chelidae 

SN: Elseya novaeguineae 

English Name: New Guinea Snapping 

Turtle 

Description: 

Head and neck: Grey; dorsal of head is 

covered with large bony plate; two small 

barbels on chin; flattened tubercles in front 

of tympanum. 

Body: Carapace- brown to black; round 

to oval in shape; usually with vertebral 

keel; widest behind the center; cervical 

scute well-developed; vertebral broader 

than long; 5th smallest; 2nd largest; 

posterior rim slightly serrated. 

Plastron- white to yellow; long and 

narrow; anal scutes notched; tapering on 

front and back. 

Limbs and tail: grey 

 

 

 

Size: 26 cm SCL 

Family: Chelidae 

SN: Emydura subglobosa 

English Name: Red-bellied Short-necked 

Turtle 

Description: 

Head and neck: greenish grey to dark 

brown; postocular patch pale yellow; jaws 

and chin pale yellow. 

Body: Carapace- brown; oblong; broader 

posteriorly; no vertebral keel on adult; 

vertebral broader than long; underside of 

marginal scutes reddish orange. 

 

Plastron- yellow with broad red lateral 

border; narrow; hingeless; anal scutes 

notched.  

Limbs and tail: grey anteriorly; lighter 

posteriorly; five claws on forefeet; 

webbed; tail is short. 
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Size: 18 cm SCL 

Family: Chelidae 

SN: Platemys platycephala 

English Name: Twist-necked Turtle 

Description: 

Head and neck: head orange or yellow 

on dorsal surface; dark brown to black on 

side and underside; jaws unnotched, dark 

brown. 

Body: Carapace- yellow to brown with 

large black blotches; flattened; deep medial 

groove on vertebral scutes; vertebrals 

broader than long; 4th and 5th smallest; 

marginals flared posteriorly; rough. 

Plastron- dark brown to black with 

yellowish brown border; bridge yellow 

with a dark transverse bar; intergular 

present between two gulars.  

Limbs and tail: black; anterior surface of 

limbs with large scales; tail is short. 

 

 

 

Size: 20 cm SCL 

Family: Pelomedusidae 

SN: Pelomedusa subrufa 

English Name: Africa Helmeted Turtle 

Description: 

Head and neck: head moderately large; 

brown dorsally; chin, tympanum and side 

of neck pale yellow; two barbels on chin; 

neck relatively short; when viewed in 

front, neck rests on the side. 

Body: Carapace- brown; broad; flattened 

dorsally; 1st vertebral largest, broader than 

long; cervical scute absent; >30 cm SCL 

unusual. 

Plastron- yellowish brown to pale yellow 

with dark seams; underside of marginal 

scutes plain yellow; intergular present; 

pectoral triangular in shape; anal scutes 

notched. 

Limbs and tail: brown; tail is short. 
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Size: 38 cm SCL 

Family: Pelomedusidae 

SN: Pelusios castaneus 

English Name: West African Mud Turtle 

Description: 

Head and neck: Head moderate; 

greenish brown with dark spots or 

reticulated pattern; slight protruding snout; 

upper jaw with two tooth-like cusps. 

Body: Carapace- yellowish brown to 

black; 1st vertebral flared anteriorly; 5th 

vertebral flared posteriorly; 1st and 5th 

broader than long; 2nd to 4th as broad as 

long.  

Plastron- pale yellow or yellowish brown; 

well-developed; with or without black 

blotches; seams broad; intergular present; 

anal scutes deeply notched. 

Limbs and tail: yellowish brown to dark 

grey; forelegs with enlarged transverse 

scales. 

 

 

 

Size: 68 cm SCL 

Family: Podocnemididae 

SN: Podocnemis unifilis 

English Name: Yellow-spotted Sideneck 

Turtle 

Description: 

Head and neck: Head is gray, olive or 

brown with yellow spots, elongated with 

protruding snout and notched upper jaw; 

jaws dark brown or black; chin with 1 or 2 

barbels. 

Body: Carapace- Greenish brown to dark 

grey; broadest at center; median keel 

present; 2nd and 3rd vertebrals as broad 

as long; 5th smallest; marginals flared 

posteriorly; rought with raised annuli. 

Plastron- yellowish brown; rounded in 

front; anal scutes notched; intergular scute 

long and narrow, completely separates 

gulars and partially separates humerals. 

Limbs and tail: brown to black; hindfoot 

with three large scales on posterior 

margin. 

 



 

 

114 

 

SPECIES PROFILES 
 

BIRDS 

 

Size: 30 cm TL 

Family: Accipitridae 

SN: Accipiter gularis 

English Name: Japanese Sparrowhawk 

Description:  

A small accipiter with broader and more 

rounded wings and shorter tail than A. 

soloensis; 23-30 cm TL.  

Head and neck: Dark grey (male) or 

brown (female); ear covert is lighter color; 

eye reddish orange (male) or yellowish 

orange (female); cere and skin around eye 

greenish yellow; throat white. 

Body: Dark grey or brown; breast and 

abdomen pale brown with faint barring. 

Juvenile: Darker brown above; teardrop 

spots on breast; barred abdomen. 

Limbs and tail: Legs and feet yellow; tail 

with four broad bars. 

 

 

 

 

Size: 35 cm TL 

Family: Accipitridae 

SN: Accipiter soloensis 

English Name: Chinese Sparrowhawk 

Description:  

A small Accipiter; 25-35cm TL  

 

Head and neck: Grey; eye color varies 

from dark brown to dark red (male) with 

dark grey orbital ring; cere bright yellow; 

bill dark grey; lower bill grey; juvenile: Iris 

greyish yellow or lemon yellow; cere 

orange; above blackish brown above with 

rufous; face and eyebrown streaked black 

and white. 

Body: Grey above; throat white; breast 

and upper abdomen light brown and 

rufous; abdomen and undertail covert 

white.  

Limbs and tail:  Legs and feet bright 

yellow; tail grey with 4 or 5 narrow dark 

bars. 
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Size: 46 cm TL 

Family: Accipitridae 

SN: Accipiter trivirgatus 

English Name: Crested Goshawk 

Description:  

a medium Accipiter; 30-46 TL.  

 

Head and neck: Face grey; short crest 

usually depressed and not visible; eyes 

yellow, reddish orange or orange yellow; 

cere yellow to greenish yellow; throat 

white with black stripe.  

Body: Upper breast greyish; lower breast 

rufous; above brown to greyish brown with 

rufous spots. 

Limbs and tail: Legs and feet orange 

yellow; tail with 4 to 6 dark bands. 

 

 

 

 

Size: 48 cm TL 

Family: Accipitridae 

SN: Butastur indicus 

English Name: Grey-faced Buzzard 

Description:  

medium in size; 41-48 cm TL.         

Head and neck: Head greyish brown; 

forehead and eyebrow white; crown and 

nape dark brown; face with black malar 

stripe bordering white throat with broad, 

blackish mesial line; eye and cere yellow. 

Body: Above dark brown with rufous 

edges; Long slender wings; breast and 

abdomen white with dark reddish brown 

bars; undertail covert white. 

Limbs and tail: Thigh feather white with 

broad brown bars; legs and feet yellow; tail 

brown with 3 to 4 dark brown bands; tail tip 

square. 
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Size: 50 cm TL 

Family: Accipitridae 

SN: Circus melanoleucos 

English Name: Pied Harrier 

Description:  

A medium Harrier; 43-50 cm   

Head and neck: Pied (black and white); 

head and throat (male); head and nape 

streaked with dark brown and white. 

Body: Back, breast and 6 primary feathers 

black; abdomen white (male); back brown; 

wings brown with grey bars (female). 

Limbs and tail: Legs and feet yellow; tail 

white (male) and light brown with dark 

bars (female). 

 

 

 

 

 

Size: 55 cm TL 

Family: Accipitridae 

SN: Circus spilonotus 

English Name: Eastern Marsh Harrier 

Description:  

A medium Harrier with long wing; 47-55 

cm TL 

Head and neck: Head, neck, mantle, and 

throat white with black streaks (male) or 

brown (female); lighter streaks on throat; 

face black (male) and brown and white 

(female). 

Body: Back and wing mostly black (male) 

or brown (female) with white edges; 

Abdomen and undertail coverts white 

(male) or brown (female).  

Limbs and tail: Legs and feet yellow; tail 

white (male) or greyish brown (female). 
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Size: 37 cm TL 

Family: Accipitridae 

SN: Elanus caeruleus 

English Name: Black-shouldered Kite 

Description:  

A medium kite; 30-37cm TL; sexes are 

alike in appearance.   

Head and neck: Crown whitish grey; 

around eyes black; cere yellow; eye deep 

red; bill black; face and throat white.  

Body: Overall light grey; wing covert black 

which forms a shoulder patch; primaries 

dark grey; abdomen white; undertail grey   

Limbs and tail: legs and feet yellow; tail 

grey. 

 

 

 

 

Size: 75 cm TL 

Family: Accipitridae 

SN: Ichthyophaga ichthyaetus 

English Name: Grey-headed Fish Eagle 

Description:  

A large eagle; 61-75cm TL; sexes are alike 

in appearance; female larger than male. 

Head and neck: Head grey and relatively 

small; neck long; eye dark brown; cere and 

bill grey; throat white. 

Body: Upper back, breast, and abdomen 

greyish brown; Body and wing dark brown. 

Limbs and tail: Legs and feet chalky 

white to yellowish tan; thigh white; tail 

short and white with a broad dark brown 

band at the tip. 
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Size: 85 cm TL 

Family: Accipitridae 

SN: Haliaeetus leucogaster 

English Name: White-bellied Sea Eagle 

Description:  

A large eagle; 75-85 cm TL; sexes alike in 

color; female larger than male (+20% in 

size; 120% in mass).   

Head and neck: Head white and relative 

small; neck white and long; eye dark 

brown; cere greyish light blue; bill greyish 

blue with black tip; throat white. 

Body: Overall light grey; abdomen white; 

primaries black. 

Limbs and tail: Legs and feet chalky 

white to yellowish tan; tail short and upper 

half black and lower half white. 

 

 

 

 

 

Size: 52 cm TL 

Family: Accipitridae 

SN: Haliastur indus 

English Name: Brahminy Kite 

Description:  

A medium Kite; 44-52cm; sexes are alike 

in appearance.   

Head and neck: Head, neck, and throat 

white; eye brown to dark brown; cere 

yellowish; bill greyish blue green; juvenile: 

head, throat and neck pale brown; back 

and wings darker brown. 

Body: Overall brown; breast and upper 

abdomen white with or without narrow 

darker streaks; lower abdomen dark 

brown; primary tips black. 

Limbs and tail:  Legs and feet yellow; tail 

darker brown. 
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Size: 61 cm TL 

Family: Accipitridae 

SN: Lophotriorchis kienerii  

English Name: Rufous-bellied Eagle 

Description:  

A small eagle; 46-61 cm TL; sexes are alike 

in appearance. 

Head and neck: head, neck, and face dark 

grey; crest black and moderately long; black 

around the eye; cere yellow; bill dark grey 

and lighter grey at base; throat white.  

Body: overall dark grey; breast white with 

grey streaks; abdomen reddish brown with 

black streaks. 

Limbs and tail: Legs covered with 

reddish brown feather; feet yellow. 

 

 

 

 

 

Size: 69 cm TL 

Family: Accipitridae 

SN: Nisaetus philippensis 

English Name: Northern Philippine 

Hawk Eagle 

Description:  

A medium eagle; 56-69 cm TL; sexes are 

alike in appearance.  

Head and neck: Covert on head and 

neck brown at base and dark brown at tip; 

crest is long (up to 7 cm) and composed of 

4 to 5 feathers; eye yellow; bill light grey at 

base and dark grey at tip.  

Body: Back and wings dark brown; breast 

and abdomen brown with dark streaks. 

Limbs and tail: Thighs and undertail brown 

with white bars; feet chalky white to light 

yellow; tail greyish brown with 5 to 6 bands. 

Juvenile: Head, neck, and face golden brown; crest 

long and dark brown; back, wings, and tail dark 

brown; eye pale bluish grey; black around the eye; 
cere dark grey; bill dark grey and lighter at base; 

legs and feet yellow. 
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Size: 68 cm TL 

Family: Accipitridae 

SN: Pernis ptilorhyncus 

English Name: Crested Honey Buzzard 

Description:  

A medium Accipiter; 52-68 cm TL; sexes 

are alike in appearance. 

Head and neck: Head and neck streaked 

dark brown and white; long crest; lores 

and around eyes covered with small, grey 

scale-like feathers; eye pale yellow; cere 

dark grey; upper bill black; lower bill grey 

with black tip; throat white with dark 

brown stripes.  

Body: Back and wings dark brown; breast 

and abdomen whitish with some brown 

barring. 

Limbs and tail: Legs and feet yellow; tail 

brown with 3 to 4 dark brown bars. 

 

 

 

 

Size: 59 cm TL 

Family: Accipitridae 

SN: Pernis steerei 

English Name: Philippine Honey Buzzard 

Description:  

A medium Accipter; 52-59 cm TL; sexes 

are alike in appearance.  

Head and neck: Head and neck dark 

brown; cere yellow; eye yellow; bill grey 

with black tip. 

Body: Overall greyish brown; primaries 

with darker bars; breast light brown with 

darker streaks; abdomen light brown with 

barring. 

Limbs and tail: Legs and feet yellow; tail 

greyish brown with 3 darker bands. 
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Size: 100 cm TL 

Family: Accipitridae 

SN: Pithecophaga jefferyi 

English Name: Philippine Eagle 

Description:  

The largest raptor in the Philippines; 90-

100 cm TL; 4.7-8.0 kg. 

Head and neck: Head white covered 

with shaggy crest of long slender feathers; 

crest white and brown lanceolated 

feathers; face white; around eye and chin 

covered with black hair-like feathers; eye 

bluish grey; cere grey; bill large and bluish 

grey with black tip. 

Body: Dark brown with buff edges; flight 

feathers with barring, broad dark 

subterminal band, and white edge; throat, 

breast and abdomen white. 

Limbs and tail: Legs and feet large and 

pale yellow; tail long and dark brown with 

black bars and white tip. 

 

 

 

 

Size: 53 cm TL 

Family: Accipitridae 

SN: Spilornis holospilus 

English Name: Philippine Serpent Eagle 

Description:  

A medium Accipiter; 47-53 cm TL;  

Head and neck: short fan-shaped crest 

with buff edges; crown, crest, cheek, and 

throat blackish brown; around and in front 

of eye yellow; eye yellow; bill grey with 

black tip. 

Body: Back and wing coverts dark brown 

with white spots; breast and abdomen 

brown with white spots. 

Limbs and tail: Legs and feet light yellow; 

toes short; tail dark brown with 2 broad 

white bands, white tips.   Juvenile: head, 

breast, and abdomen brown; skin around 

eye light yellow; bill black, grey at base; 

back and wing coverts dark brown. 
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Size: 58 cm TL 

Family: Anatidae 

SN: Anas luzonica 

English Name: Philippine Duck 

Description:  

Head and neck: Head and neck brown; 

crown, nape, stripe from base of bill to 

nape dark brown; eye brown; bill bluish 

grey. 

Body: back and wing coverts greyish 

brown; wing coverts metallic green 

bordered with black. 

Limbs and tail: legs and feet greyish 

brown; tail brown. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Size: 55 cm TL 

Family: Bucerotidae 

SN: Anthracoceros marchei 

English Name: Palawan Hornbill 

Description:  

Head and neck: head, neck and throat 

black; casque and bill pale ivory yellow to 

white; eye brown; bare skin around eye 

and throat (gular) white. 

Body: overall black. 

Limbs and tail: feet dark grey; tail white. 

 

 

 

Size: 65 cm TL 

Family: Bucerotidae 

SN: Buceros hydrocorax 

English Name: Luzon Rufous Hornbill 

Description:  

Head and neck: Head and neck rufous 

brown; casque and bill red; casque large 

and flat extending to a point towards the 

bill; feathers around eye and upper throat 

black; band on lower throat buff white; eye 

pale blue; skin around the eyes yellow to 

black. 

Body: Back and wings dark brown; upper 

breast rufous brown, lower breast and 

upper abdomen black; lower abdomen 

light rufous brown. 

Limbs and tail: Thigh buff to light rufous 

brown; Legs and feet brown to black; tail 

white often stained darker. 
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Size: 65 cm TL 

Family: Bucerotidae 

SN: Buceros mindanensis 

English Name: Mindanao Rufous 

Hornbill 

Description:  

Head and neck: Head and neck rufous 

brown; bill red at base, yellow at  midway 

and gradually changing to ivory at tip; 

casque large and narrow extending to a 

point towards tip of bill, red; eye cream to 

pale blue; skin around eyes and throat 

black and yellow. 

Body: Wing coverts dark brown; breast 

and upper abdomen rufous brown; lower 

abdomen black. 

Limbs and tail: Thighs and legs orange 

red; feet greenish grey; tail white. 

Juvenile: bill black; casque undeveloped; 

eye brown. 

 

 

 

Size: 65 cm TL 

Family: Bucerotidae 

SN: Buceros mindanensis semigaleatus 

English Name: Visayan Rufous Hornbill 

Description:  

Head and neck: Similiar to Mindanao 

Rufous Hornbill but casque is much 

smaller; head and neck rufous brown; bill 

red at base, yellow at midway and gradually 

changing to ivory at tip; casque large and 

narrow extending to a point towards tip of 

bill, red; eye cream to pale blue; skin 

around eyes and throat black and yellow 

(male) and greenish yellow (female). 

Body: Wing coverts dark brown; breast 

and upper abdomen rufous brown; lower 

abdomen black. 

Limbs and tail: Thighs and legs orange 

red; feet greenish grey; tail white. 

Juvenile: bill black; casque undeveloped; 

eye brown. 
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Size: 45 cm TL 

Family: Bucerotidae 

SN: Penelopides affinis 

English Name: Mindanao Tarictic 

Hornbill 

Description:  

Small hornbill; 45 cm TL; sexes are 

different. 

Head and neck: Head, and neck dirty 

white and washed with pale yellow (male); 

ear coverts and throat black; bare skin 

around eye and on throat light blue; eye 

light brown to dark red; casque small; 

lower bill ridged; female black overall 

except tail.    

Body: Back and wings black with metallic 

sheen; breast and abdomen dirty white 

with yellowish wash (male). 

Limbs and tail: Legs and feet dark brown 

to black; tail dirty white, terminal with 

black band. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                       Male 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                 Female 

 



 

 

125 

 

Size: 45 cm TL 

Family: Bucerotidae 

SN: Penelopides manillae 

English Name: Luzon Tarictic Hornbill 

Description:  

Small hornbill; 45 cm TL; sexes are 

different. 

Head and neck: Head, and neck dirty 

white and washed with pale yellow (male); 

ear coverts and lower throat black; bare 

skin around eye and on throat light pink; 

eye light brown to dark red; casque small; 

bill pale yellow to pink ridges; female black 

overall except tail.    

Body: Back and wings black with metallic 

sheen; breast and abdomen dirty white 

with yellowish wash (male). 

Limbs and tail: Legs and feet dark brown 

to black; tail brown to black with a broad 

white band near tail base. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                        Male 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                Female 
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Size: 45 cm TL 

Family: Bucerotidae 

SN: Penelopides panini 

English Name: Visayan Tarictic Hornbill 

Description:  

Small hornbill; 45 cm TL; sexes are different; 

prominent ridged bill. 

Head and neck: Head, and neck dirty 

white and washed with pale yellow (male); 

ear coverts (cheek) and lower throat 

black; bare skin around eye and on throat 

white; eye light brown to dark red; casque 

small with prominent ridges; bill and 

casque blackish maroon; female black 

overall except tail; juvenile: brown bill.    

Body: Back and wings black with metallic 

sheen; breast and abdomen dirty white 

with yellowish wash (male). 

Limbs and tail: Legs and feet dark brown 

to black; tail dirty white, terminal with 

black band. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Male 

 

 

 

 

 

Female 
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Size: 85 cm TL 

Family: Bucerotidae 

SN: Rhyticeros plicatus 

English Name: Papuan Hornbill 

Description:  

A medium large hornbill; 65-85 cm TL; 

1200-2000g. Sexes differ.  

Head and neck: Head and neck dark 

reddish brown (male), black (female); low 

ridged (wreathed) casque yellow and 

brown; eye and eyering red; bareskin 

around eye and throat bluish white; bill 

pale yellow, base dark brown; juvenile: bill 

smaller; no casque; pale bluish facial skin; 

eye grey brown. 

Body: Back, wings, abdomen black; breast 

rufous brown (male); female overall black. 

Limbs and tail: Legs and feet grey; tail 

white. 

 

 

 

 

Size: 170 cm TL 

Family: Casuariidae 

SN: Casuarius casuarius 

English Name: Southern Cassowary 

Description:  

A large flightless bird; 130-170 cm TL; 29-

58 kg. 

Head and neck: Almost bare head and 

neck bright blue, but color changes 

depending on mood; prominent laterally 

compressed casque brown; wattles and 

back of the neck red; wattles usually two 

which can be used to distinguish from 

Northern Cassowary; rarely 1 or 3 

wattles; juvenile: orange brown in 

coloration; two small developing wattles 

may be present. 

Body: Body greyish black, wings greatly 

reduced. 

Limbs and tail:  Feet with 3 toes. Legs 

powerful and long; legs and feet grey; tail 

very short, black. 
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Size: 150 cm TL 

Family: Casuariidae 

SN: Casuarius unappendiculatus 

English Name: Northern Cassowary 

Description:  

A large flightless bird; 120-150 cm TL. 

Head and neck: Almost bare head and 

bright blue, but color changes depending on 

mood; neck red, yellow or orange with one 

wattle; distinctive casque variable in size and 

shape, grey to black; before eye and throat 

deep purplish blue; eye yellow to brown. 

Body: Body greyish black, wings greatly 

reduced. 

Limbs and tail: feet with 3 toes; Legs 

powerful and long brownish grey to dark 

olive; feet grey; tail very short, brownish 

black.  

Juvenile: brown plumage, warmer color o 

head and upper neck; dull bare skin; 

rudimentary casque. 

 

 

 

 

Size: 38 cm TL 

Family: Columbidae 

SN: Caloenas nicobarica 

English Name: Nicobar Pigeon 

Description:  

Head and neck: head, neck, and throat 

dark grey; back of neck with long slender 

feathers (hackles); bill black with knot at 

base.    

Body: heavy-bodied; back, wing coverts, 

and breast irridescent emerald green; 

primaries and secondaries black, edges 

purplish blue; lower breast and abdomen 

combination of purplish blue and emerald 

green. 

Limbs and tail: legs and feet brown to 

black; tail white. 
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Size: 27 cm TL 

Family: Columbidae 

SN: Chalcophaps indica 

English Name: Grey-capped Emerald 

Dove 

Description:  

Head and neck: Forehead and stripe 

over and extending behind eye white 

(male), white and grey (female); crown and 

nape bluish grey; neck dark brownish 

purple; bill red or orange red with purple 

base.  

Body: wing coverts iridescent emerald or 

bronze green; primaries and secondaries 

black with some chestnut brown; abdomen 

purplish grey. 

Limbs and tail: Legs and feet red or 

pinkish. 

 

 

 

 

Size: 41 cm TL 

Family: Columbidae 

SN: Columba vitiensis 

English Name: Metallic Pigeon 

Description:  

A large, dark and heavily built pigeon; 

sexes are alike in appearance. 

Head and neck: Head and nape dark 

grey with iridescent purple; side of face 

light grey; eye outer ring orange, inner ring 

yellow; skin around eye dark red; bill dark 

red with yellow tip.   

Body: Breast and abdomen dark grey with 

metallic purple; back, rump, and wing 

coverts dark grey with metallic green or 

purple. 

Limbs and tail: Legs and feet red to 

purple red; tail dark grey.  

Juvenile: Bill grey, darker at tip; eye 

yellowish grey; legs dark purple grey. 
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Size: 47 cm TL 

Family: Columbidae 

SN: Ducula aenea 

English Name: Green Imperial Pigeon 

Description:  

A large pigeon; sexes are alike in 

appearance. 

Head and neck: Head and neck pale 

pinkish grey; Forehead and throat lighter 

color; eye red; bill grey. 

Body: Back and wing coverts bronze 

emerald green; breast and abdomen 

pinkish grey; underwing coverts grey; 

undertail coverts brown.   

Limbs and tail: Legs and feet purplish 

red; tail bronze emerald green. 

 

 

 

 

 

Size: 42 cm TL 

Family: Columbidae 

SN: Ducula bicolor 

English Name: Pied Imperial Pigeon 

Description:  

Distinguishable with its black and white 

plumage; large; sexes are alike in 

appearance. 

Head and neck: Head and neck white 

tinged with yellow; eye brown; skin around 

eye dark bluish grey; bill grey with black 

tip. 

Body: Back, wing coverts, rump, breast 

and abdomen white; most flight feathers 

black. 

Limbs and tail: legs and feet bluish grey; 

upper tail white, lower tail black. 
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Size: 36 cm TL 

Family: Columbidae 

SN: Ducula carola 

English Name: Spotted Imperial Pigeon 

Description:  

A medium pigeon; sexes are different. 

Head and neck: Head and neck silvery 

grey to pale bluish grey (male), darker grey 

than male (female); eye white; bill pink or 

pinkish red with white tip. 

Body: Back and wing coverts grey with 

black spots (male), grey and brown with 

black spots (female); throat white; upper 

breast grey with white band across the 

chest (male) or without (female); lower 

breast with narrow black band (male) or 

without (female); abdomen brown. 

Limbs and tail: Legs and feet pink or 

pinkish red; undertail coverts brown; tail 

greenish black. 

 
 

 

 

 

Size: 48 cm TL 

Family: Columbidae 

SN: Ducula pinon 

English Name: Pinon's Imperial Pigeon 

Description:  

A large pigeon with prominent bare red 

skin around the eye. 

Head and neck: Crown light grey; face 

and neck greyish brown; bare skin around 

eye red; prominent white ring around the 

red bare skin around eye; bill dark grey 

with light grey tip. 

Body: back and rump light grey; wing 

coverts dark grey; breast greyish brown; 

abdomen and undertail coverts brown. 

Limbs and tail: Legs and feet red; tail 

dark grey with white band. 
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Size: 42 cm TL 

Family: Columbidae 

SN: Ducula poliocephala 

English Name: Pink-bellied Imperial 

Pigeon 

Description:  

A large pigeon; sexes are alike in 

appearance. 

Head and neck: Forehead whitish grey; 

crown to back of neck purplish grey; 

throat white or light brownish orange 

(cinnamon); eye, inner ring yellow, outer 

ring red; skin around eye bright red; bill 

black.  

Body: Back and wing coverts bronze 

green to emerald green; breast emerald 

green; abdomen pinkish grey; undertail 

coverts dark brown. 

Limbs and tail: Legs and feet bright red; 

tail, below brownish grey, above emerald 

green with board white band. 

 

 

 

 

Size: 29 cm TL 

Family: Columbidae 

SN: Gallicolumba crinigera 

English Name: Mindanao Bleeding Heart 

Description:  

Head and neck: Head and neck metallic 

green; throat white; eye pinkish purple; 

bill, upper black, lower grey. 

Body: Plump in appearance; Upper breast 

white; when viewed from the front, breast 

grey with hair-like orange red breast spot; 

sides of breast metallic green; abdomen 

light brown; upper back emerald green 

gradually turning to brown on lower back 

and rump; 3 grey wing bars; primaries dark 

brown. 

Limbs and tail: Legs and feet pinkish red; 

tail short; central tail feathers grey, turning 

lighter grey with black band before the tip. 
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Size: 26 cm TL 

Family: Columbidae 

SN: Gallicolumba keayi 

English Name: Negros Bleeding Heart 

Description:  

Head and neck: Crown, nape, and side 

of neck iridescent green; eye uncertain 

color, probably purplish; bill black at base, 

lighter on tip; throat white.  

Body: Plump in appearance; upper back 

iridescent green gradually turning to 

purplish dark brown towards the back and 

rump; lesser wing coverts dark grey with 

metallic green tips; median wing coverts 

grey or brown with white tips forming a 

broad white bar; rest of wing coverts dark 

brown with purplish tint; breast white with 

hair-like orange spot in center; upper 

abdomen white, lower light brown. 

Limbs and tail: Legs and feet red; tail 

short; central tail feathers purplish dark 

brown; other tail feathers light grey with 

black band before the tip (subterminal).   

Juvenile: ear coverts and lores black; no 

orange breast spot; 2 white wing bars 

 

 

 

 

Size: 30 cm TL 

Family: Columbidae 

SN: Gallicolumba luzonica 

English Name: Luzon Bleeding Heart 

Description:  

Sexes are alike in appearance.  

Head and neck: Forehead and crown 

grey; lore and eyering purplish black; nape 

with narrow metallic green band followed 

by broad purple band; side of neck grey 

and iridescent purple/green; throat white; 

eye blue (male), purple or greyish purple 

(female); orbital skin grey; bill black. 

Body: Plump in appearance; back and 

rump dark grey; lesser wing coverts dark 

bluish grey; median and greater wing 

coverts grey with broad bluish dark grey 

tips forming 3 wing bars; breast white with 

hair-like, large orange red breast spot; 

abdomen white with grey wash; undertail 

coverts white washed with pinkish orange.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Limbs and tail: Legs and feet red to maroon; tail short; grey. 
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Size: 24 cm TL 

Family: Columbidae 

SN: Geopelia cuneata 

English Name: Diamond Dove 

Description:  

A tiny and slender dove with long pointed 

tail; 19-24 cm TL; 28-43 g.  

Head and neck: Head and neck light 

bluish grey; eye red; skin around the eye 

bright red or orange; bill dark grey with 

black tip.  

Body: back and wing coverts grey or 

greyish brown with small white spots; 

breast and upper abdomen bluish grey; 

lower abdomen and undertail coverts 

white. 

Limbs and tail: Legs and feet brown to 

grey; tail long, dark grey, center tail 

feathers black. 

 

 

 

 

Size: 21 cm TL 

Family: Columbidae 

SN: Geopelia striata 

English Name: Zebra Dove 

Description:  

A small dove with long tail; sexes are alike 

in appearance; 21 cm TL; 50-72 g. 

Head and neck: Front of head, cheek, 

and throat bluish grey; back of head 

yellowish brown; eye pale blue; bare skin 

around eye blue; bill blue.  

Body: Back, rump and wing coverts 

greyish brown; upper back and side of 

neck and body with black and white bars; 

lower back, rump, wing coverts with black 

bars; breast and upper abdomen pinkish 

brown; lower abdomen and undertail 

coverts white. 

Limbs and tail: Legs and feet dull red; tail 

dark brown. 
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Size: 75 cm TL 

Family: Columbidae 

SN: Goura cristata 

English Name: Western Crowned 

Pigeon 

Description:  

A huge terrestrial pigeon; 61-75 cm; 1800-

2400 g; sexes are alike in appearance. 

Head and neck: Overall coloration is 

bluish grey; head adorned with laterally 

compressed pale bluish grey lacy crest; eye 

red; black stripe from base of bill and 

through eye terminates behind eye; bill 

grey; throat black. 

Body: upper back and upper wing coverts 

dark purplish brown; greater wing coverts 

white tipped forming a conspicuous white 

patch. 

Limbs and tail: Legs grey; feet dull red; 

tail bluish grey with white tip. 

 

 

 

 

Size: 79 cm TL 

Family: Columbidae 

SN: Goura scheepmakeri 

English Name: Southern Crowned 

Pigeon 

Description:  

A huge terrestrial pigeon; 71-79 cm. 

Head and neck: Overall coloration is 

bluish grey; head adorned with 

comparatively longer laterally compressed 

pale bluish grey lacy crest; eye red; black 

stripe from base of bill and through eye 

terminates behind eye; bill grey; throat 

grey.  

Body: Back, rump, and lesser wing coverts 

bluish grey; greater wing coverts pearly 

white with purplish brown tip forming a 

conspicuous wing patch; breast and 

abdomen purplish brown. 

Limbs and tail: Legs grey; feet dull red; 

tail bluish grey with light grey tip. 
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Size: 74 cm TL 

Family: Columbidae 

SN: Goura victoria 

English Name: Victoria Crowned Pigeon 

Description:  

A huge terrestrial pigeon; 66-74 cm TL; 

2400 g. 

Head and neck: Overall coloration is 

bluish grey; head adorned laterally 

compressed pale bluish grey lacy crest 

with white tip; crown and face light grey; 

eye red; black stripe from base of bill and 

through eye terminates behind eye; bill 

grey; throat grey.  

Body: Back, rump, and lesser wing coverts 

bluish grey; greater wing coverts light grey 

with brown tip forming a conspicuous wing 

patch; breast and upper abdomen purplish 

brown; lower abdomen and undertail 

coverts bluish grey. 

Limbs and tail: Legs grey; feet dull red; 

tail bluish grey with light grey tip. 

 

 

 

 

Size: 45 cm TL 

Family: Columbidae 

SN: Macropygia phasianella 

English Name: Brown Cuckoo Dove 

Description:  

Head and neck: Crown and nape greyish 

brown; throat and neck brown; eye outer 

ring red, inner ring yellowish white; skin 

around eye bluish grey; bill red with brown 

tip. 

Body: Back, rump, and wing coverts dark 

brown; upper back brown with rufous 

edges (male); lower and side of neck and 

breast brown with finely barred; breast, 

abdomen, undertail covert brown. 

Limbs and tail: Legs and feet brown; tail 

long, dark brown. 
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Size: 41 cm TL 

Family: Columbidae 

SN: Macropygia tenuirostris 

English Name: Philippine Cuckoo Dove 

Description:  

Head and neck: Head and neck brown; 

nape with purple sheen; eye outer ring red, 

iris yellow; skin around eye red; bill light 

brown. 

Body: Upper back (mantle) dark brown 

with purple sheen with very small brown 

spots (male), barred black (female); back, 

rump and wing coverts dark brown; neck 

brown (male), with barred (female); breast, 

abdomen, and undertail coverts brown.    

Limbs and tail: Legs and feet reddish 

brown; tail long, dark brown. 

 

 

 

 

Size: 24 cm TL 

Family: Columbidae 

SN: Phapitreron leucotis 

English Name: White-eared Brown 

Dove 

Description:  

A small dove; 23-24 cm TL; 82-158 g; 

sexes are alike in appearance. 

Head and neck: Forehead greyish brown; 

crown and nape brown; back of neck and 

upper back iridescent bronze green and 

purple; black stripe below and white stripe 

below eye; eye outer ring violet, inner ring 

pinkish purple; skin around eye bluish 

green; bill black; throat reddish brown. 

Body: Back, rump, and wing covert 

brown; breast light reddish brown; 

abdomen yellowish brown. 

Limbs and tail: Legs and feet pink to red; 

tail brown with grey tip. 
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Size: 33 cm TL 

Family: Columbidae 

SN: Ptilinopus merrilli 

English Name: Cream-bellied Fruit Dove 

Description:  

A large fruit dove; 32-33 cm TL; 263 g; 

sexes are alike in appearance. 

Head and neck: Forehead and crown 

grey (subsp. merrilli), brownish red (subsp. 

faustinoi); throat light grey; eye dark red; 

bill red.  

Body: nape, back, rump, and wing coverts 

green; secondaries with purplish wing spot; 

breast and upper abdomen grey; a green 

band separates the grey upper abdomen 

and yellowish white lower abdomen. 

Limbs and tail: Legs and feet dark red; 

tail green; undertail coverts green edged 

with broad white. 

 

 

 

Size: 30 cm TL 

Family: Columbidae 

SN: Gallicolumba platenae 

English Name: Mindoro Bleeding Heart 

Description:  

Head and neck: Crown and nape 

iridescent green; eye dull purple; bill dark 

grey; throat white.  

Body: Plump in appearance; upper back 

iridescent green gradually turning to 

purplish dark brown towards the back and 

rump; lesser wing coverts black with broad 

white tips forming a white patch; median 

wing coverts dark brown with black 

centers and white spots at tip; primaries 

dark brownish grey; breast white with a 

small hair-like orange spot in center; 

abdomen white. 

Limbs and tail: Legs and feet pink to red; 

tail short; central tail feathers grey; outer 

tail feather light grey with subterminal 

black band. 
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Size: 28 cm TL 

Family: Columbidae 

SN: Ramphiculus leclancheri 

English Name: Black-chinned Fruit Dove 

Description:  

A medium fruit dove; 26-28 cm TL; 153-

174 g; sexes slightly different in appearance  

Head and neck: Crown, cheek, and nape 

grey (male), green (female); eye reddish 

orange; skin around eye greenish grey; bill 

yellowish orange; lower bill with red spot 

at base; throat black.   

Body: Overall green (female); side of neck 

and breast grey (male); broad black breast 

band separating breast and abdomen; 

abdomen green.  

Limbs and tail: Legs and feet purplish 

red; tail green with grey tip; undertail 

coverts brown. 

 

 

 

Size: 33 cm TL 

Family: Columbidae 

SN: Ramphiculus occipitalis 

English Name: Yellow-breasted Fruit 

Dove 

Description:  

A medium fruit dove; 28-33 cm TL; 185-

278 g; sexes are alike in appearance. 

Head and neck: Forehead and crown 

grey with yellow tinged; upper nape and 

cheek dark purplish brown; lower nape 

green; side of neck grey; eye dark red; bill 

red; throat white with yellow tinged. 

Body: Back, rump and wing coverts green; 

breast and upper abdomen yellow to 

yellowish orange; abdomen with broad 

dark brown band; lower abdomen greyish 

green.  

Limbs and tail: Legs and feet purplish 

red; tail green with grey tip. 
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Size: 30 cm TL 

Family: Columbidae 

SN: Spilopelia chinensis 

English Name: Eastern Spotted Dove 

Description:  

A medium dove; 27-30 cm TL; 106-198 g; 

sexes are alike in appearance. 

Head and neck: Forehead and crown 

grey; nape and side of neck pinkish brown; 

broad neck collar black with small white 

spots; eye light orange; bill black. 

Body: Back, rump, and most wing coverts 

brown; median and primary coverts grey 

with black shafts; breast and abdomen 

pinkish brown. 

Limbs and tail: Legs and feet pinkish; tail 

dark brown. 
 

 

 

 

Size: 33 cm TL 

Family: Columbidae 

SN: Streptopelia bitorquota 

English Name: Philippine Collared Dove 

Description:  

A medium ground dove; 30-33 cm TL; 

145-174 g; sexes are alike in appearance. 

Head and neck: Forehead light grey; 

crown grey; nape greyish brow; broad 

neck collar dark grey with black edges 

bordered by pinkish brown band; eye light 

orange or reddish brown; bill black; throat 

white. 

 

Body: Overall greyish brown; median 

coverts grey; primary coverts black; lower 

abdomen yellowish white. 

Limbs and tail: Legs and feet pale red; 

tail dark brown. 
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Size: 26 cm TL 

Family: Columbidae 

SN: Streptopelia roseogrisea  

English Name: African Collared Dove 

Description:  

Head and neck: Head and neck pinkish 

grey; narrow half neck collar on hind neck 

black with white edges; eye red; skin 

around eye pale grey; bill black. 

Body: Overall pale greyish brown; lower 

median coverts grey; primary coverts 

black; breast and abdomen pinkish grey. 

Limbs and tail: Legs and feet purplish 

red; tail greyish brown. 

 

 

 

 

 

Size: 23 cm TL 

Family: Columbidae 

SN: Streptopelia tranquebarica 

English Name: Red Turtle Dove 

Description:  

A small-medium dove; 20-23 cm TL; 104 g.  

Head and neck: Head bluish grey (male), 

brown (female); narrow half neck collar on 

hind neck black with white edges; eye dark 

brown; bill black; throat white.  

Body: Overall reddish brown (male), light 

greyish brown (female); breast and upper 

abdomen light reddish brown (male), 

greyish brown (female); lower abdomen 

and undertail coverts white.  

Limbs and tail: Legs and feet black; tail 

dark greyish brown. 
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Size: 28 cm TL 

Family: Columbidae 

SN: Treron axillaris 

English Name: Philippine Green Pigeon 

Description:  

A medium to large pigeon; 27-28 cm TL; 

Sexes are difference in appearance. 

Head and neck: Forehead and face bright 

greenish yellow; crown and nape greyish 

green; eye blue; skin around eye bluish; 

throat greenish yellow.  

Body: Upper back and upper wing coverts 

dark brown (male), greyish green (female); 

lower back and rump greyish yellow green; 

breast and abdomen greenish yellow; 

median and greater wing coverts black 

with yellow tips, forming 2 conspicious 

bars; primaries black; lower abdomen and 

undertail coverts yellowish white with grey 

bars.  

Limbs and tail: Legs and feet purplish 

red; tail greyish brown; outer tail feathers 

grey with black band before the tail tip. 

 

 

  

 

Size: 30 cm TL 

Family: Columbidae 

SN: Treron vernans 

English Name: Pink-necked Green 

Pidgeon 

Description:  

A medium pigeon; 24-30 cm TL; 105-160 

g. 

Head and neck: Forehead, face, and 

throat greyish green; nape and side of neck 

greyish pink (male), greyish yellow 

(female); eye yellow to pink; bill dull green 

with bluish tip. 

Body: Back, rump, and lesser wing coverts 

greyish yellow green; greater wing coverts 

darker greyish green with yellow tips forming 

a conspicous wing bar; primaries black; 

breast orange; upper abdomen greyish 

yellow; lower abdomen grey with yellow 

spots. 

Limbs and tail: Legs and feet red; tail 

upper brown, lower grey with black tip. 
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Size: 30 cm TL 

Family: Halcenidae 

SN: Halcyon smyrnensis 

English Name: White-collared Kingfisher 

Description:  

A medium kingfisher; sexes are alike in 

appearance. 

Head and neck: Head and nape dark 

brown; eye brown; bill large, red; throat 

white.  

Body: Back, rump, and greater wing 

coverts turquoise blue; lesser wing coverts 

dark brown; median wing coverts dark 

blue to black; breast white; abdomen and 

undertail coverts dark brown. 

Limbs and tail: Legs and feet orange red; 

tail turquoise blue. 

 

 

 

 

 

Size: 41 cm TL 

Family: Cuculidae 

SN: Dasylophus superciliosus 

English Name: Red-crested Malkoha 

Description:  

Large with unique crest and long tail; sexes 

are alike in appearance. 

Head and neck: Head adorned with 

conspicuous red hair-like feather; skin 

around eye bright orange; eye yellow; bill 

dark brown. 

Body: Overall black with bluish green 

sheen; throat, breast, and abdomen black 

with dull greenish tinge. 

Limbs and tail: Legs and feet light brown; 

tail black with white tip. 
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Size: 46 cm TL 

Family: Cuculidae 

SN: Eudynamys scolopaceus 

English Name: Asian Koel 

Description:  

Head and neck: Head glossy black; eye 

red; bill light green. 

Body: Overall glossy black (male); back, 

rump, wing coverts dark brown with many 

white spots (female); throat, breast and 

abdomen white with black and brown bars.  

Limbs and tail: Legs and feet bluish grey; 

tail glossy black (male), dark brown with 

narrow white bands (female). 

 

 

 

 

Size: 51 cm TL 

Family: Falconidae 

SN: Falco peregrinus calidus 

English Name: Peregrine Falcon 

Description:  

A large falcon with short tail; 35-51 cm TL; 

410-1600 g; Sexes are different in size; 

female larger. 

Head and neck: Forehead light grey; 

crown and nape grey; black mark 

(moustache) on front of cheek; eye dark 

brown; skin around eye yellow; cere 

yellow; bill grey with black tip; throat 

white. 

Body: Overall dark grey; feathers with 

barred with grey tips; breast and abdomen 

white with black bars. 

Limbs and tail: Legs and feet yellow; tail 

grey with black bars, black tip. 
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Size: 51 cm TL 

Family: Falconidae 

SN: Falco peregrinus ernesti 

English Name: Ernest's Peregrine Falcon 

Description:  

A large falcon with short tail; 35-51 cm TL; 

410-1600 g; Sexes are different in size; 

female larger. 

Head and neck: Head and nape black; 

eye dark brown; skin around eye yellow; 

cere yellow; bill grey at base with black tip; 

throat white. 

Body: Overall black; feathers with barred 

with grey tips; breast and abdomen white 

with black bars. 

Limbs and tail: Legs and feet yellow; tail 

grey with black bars, black tip. 

 

 

 

 

Size: 35 cm TL 

Family: Falconidae 

SN: Falco tinnunculus 

English Name: Common Kestrel 

Description:  

A small-medium falcon; 27-35 cm TL; 136-

314g. 

Head and neck: Head and nape grey 

(male), brown (female); black mark 

(moustache) on front of cheek; eye brown; 

skin around eye yellow; bill bluish grey at 

base with black tip; throat white. 

Body: Overall brown with dark brown 

spots; female more extensive spotting; 

secondaries greyish brown; primaries dark 

brown; breast and abdomen light brown 

with dark brown streaks. 

Limbs and tail: Legs and feet yellow; tail 

grey with black tip (male), brown with bars 

and black tip (female). 
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Size: 18 cm TL 

Family: Falconidae 

SN: Microhierax erythrogenys 

English Name: Philippine Falconet 

Description:  

A tiny falcon; about same size to African 

Lovebird; 15-18 cm TL; 37-52 g; sexes are 

alike in appearance; black above, white 

below. 

Head and neck: Crown and nape black; 

cheek and throat white; eye brown; cere 

and bill black.  

Body: Black dorsally, white ventrally. 

Limbs and tail: Legs and feet dark grey 

to black; tail black. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Size: 63 cm TL 

Family: Numididae 

SN: Numida meleagris 

English Name: Helmeted Guineafowl 

Description:  

Head and neck: Head and neck mostly 

featherless, bluish white to blue; hind neck 

and neck with black feathers (filoplumes); 

throat with a pair of wattles, bluish at base 

with red tips; bony triangular casque red at 

base, greyish brown tip; eye dark brown; bill 

brown to pale grey.  

Body: Plump with short tail; overall dark 

grey with many white spots.   

Limbs and tail: Legs and feet brown to 

grey; tail same color as body. 
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Size: 173 cm TL 

Family: Phasianidae 

SN: Chrysolophus amherstiae 

English Name: Lady Amherst's Pheasant 

Description:  

Males with flamboyant plumage and very 

long tail, females mainly brown with black 

bars; male 130-173 cm TL; female 66-68 

cm TL. 

Head and neck: Crown turquoise green; 

upper nape reddish orange; lower nape 

and side of neck white with black tips; 

cheek black; eye white; bill grey; throat 

black. 

Body: Upper back (mantle) white with 

black tips; lower back and breast iridescent 

green with black tips, can look like black in 

certain angle; rump turquoise green; 

abdomen white (male). Female mainly 

brown with black bars throughout the 

body and tail. 

Limbs and tail: Legs and feet grey; tail 

very long, white with black bands. 

 

 

 

 

Size: 115 cm TL 

Family: Phasianidae 

SN: Chrysolophus pictus 

English Name: Golden Pheasant 

Description:  

Males with flamboyant plumage and very 

long tail, females mainly brown with black 

bars; male 100-115 cm TL; female 61-70 

cm TL. 

Head and neck: Crown golden yellow; 

nape and side of neck yellowish orange 

with black bars; bill light yellowish brown; 

skin around eye yellow; throat red. 

Body: Upper back (mantle) turquoise 

green with black tips; back and rump 

golden yellow; lesser wing coverts red 

with blue wash; median coverts blue; 

primaries dark blue to black. 

Limbs and tail: Legs and feet dull yellow; 

tail very long, dark brown with many 

brown spots. 
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Size: 78 cm TL 

Family: Phasianidae 

SN: Gallus gallus 

English Name: Red Jungle Fowl 

Description:  

Head and neck: Head with large comb 

red; skin on face red; wattle red; neck 

covered with long slender and tapering 

feathers (lanceolated) yellowish orange; 

eye orange red; bill dark brown with 

yellowish tip. 

Body: Back glossy reddish brown; upper wing 

coverts dark reddish brown; lower wing 

coverts iridescent turquoise green; primaries 

brown; breast and abdomen black (male). 

Female overall brown with light brown spots.  

Limbs and tail: Legs and feet dirty dull 

yellow to greyish green; tail long, glossy 

black or iridescent green (male). 

 

 

 

Size: 125 cm TL 

Family: Phasianidae 

SN: Lophura nycthemera 

English Name: Silver Pheasant 

Description:  

Head and neck: Nape and throat black; 

face and cheek red (male). 

Body: Overall strikingly black and white; 

upper body white with streaks on back and 

wing coverts; neck, breast, and throat 

bluish black (male). Female mainly reddish 

brown or dark brown with light brown 

markings above, variable from brown, 

white with streaks and black below 

depending on subspecies (female). 

Limbs and tail: Legs and feet red; tail 

long white above, below with black streaks 

(male). 
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Size: 230 cm TL 

Family: Phasianidae 

SN: Pavo cristatus 

English Name: Indian Peafowl 

Description:  

A large land bird; male 180-230 cm TL; 

4000-6000 g. 

Head and neck: Head small with distinct 

crest; crown and long neck iridescent blue; 

below eye with white band; bill pinkish. 

Body: Breast blue; abdomen black (male), 

white (female); wing coverts whitish with 

black bars (male); back, rump, and wing 

coverts dark brown (female). 

Limbs and tail: Legs and feet greyish pink; 

tail long glossy green train with ocelli 

(eyespots) (male); tail short, dark brown 

(female). 

 

 

 

 

Size: 89 cm TL 

Family: Phasianidae 

SN: Phasianus colchicus 

English Name: Ring-necked Pheasant 

Description:  

Head and neck: Crest and neck 

iridescent dark green; face red; bill grey to 

dull yellow.  

Body: Overall body coloration various 

shades of brown with blotches; under wing 

coverts and upper abdomen brownish 

orange with black tips; lower abdomen 

black (male); brown with dark brown to 

black blotches (female).  

Limbs and tail: Legs and feet dull yellow; 

tail brown with black bars. 
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Size: 82 cm TL 

Family: Phasianidae 

SN: Phasianus versicolor 

English Name: Green Pheasant 

Description:  

Head and neck: Crest and neck 

iridescent dark green; face red; bill grey to 

dull yellow (male).  

Body: Lesser wing coverts brown with 

subterminal white scalloping; median 

coverts grey forming a wing patch; 

primaries brown; breast and abdomen 

iridescent green (male). Female overall 

brown with dark brown spots throughout 

the body. 

Limbs and tail: Legs and feet dull yellow; 

tail brown with black bars. 

 

 

 

 

Size: 50 cm TL 

Family: Phasianidae 

SN: Polyplectron napoleonis 

English Name: Palawan Peacock 

Pheasant 

Description:  

Head and neck: Long, pointed crest 

iridescent green (male), short crest, brown 

(female); crown iridescent green; white 

stripe above the eye from base of bill to 

nape and white facial patch (male); face 

brownish white (female); eye dark brown; 

skin around eye pinkish; bill black with 

dark brown tip. 

Body: Upper back iridescent blue; back 

and rump dark brown with black 

scalloping; lesser wing coverts iridescent 

blue; median and greater coverts 

iridescent green (male); overall reddish 

brown (female). 

Limbs and tail: Legs and feet grey; male 

with short tarsal spur; tail two rows of 

iridescent ocelli (eyespots) (male), uniform 

brown (female). 
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Size: 38 cm TL 

Family: Rallidae 

SN: Gallinula chloropus 

English Name: Common Moorhen 

Description:  

A medium to large water bird; 30-38 cm 

TL; 192-493 g; sexes are alike in 

appearance. 

Head and neck: Frontal shield and base 

of bill red; tip of bill greenish yellow; head 

and neck dark grey to black. 

Body: Overall dark grey to greyish brown; 

prominent wing edge and outer primaries 

white, creating a white line on the side of 

body, below wing. 

Limbs and tail: Legs and feet bright 

yellowish green to yellow; toes long; tail 

grey with white feathers on the outer tail 

feathers when viewed from the side. 

Juvenile: Overall dark brown or greyish 

brown; bill dark brown with yellow tip or 

brownish yellow; legs and feet greyish 

yellow green. 

 

 

 

 

Size: 33 cm TL 

Family: Rallidae 

SN: Amaurornis phoenicurus  

English Name: White-breasted 

Waterhen 

Description:  

A medium to large water bird; 28-33 cm 

TL; 166-328 g; sexes are alike in 

appearance. 

Head and neck: Forehead, face, and 

throat white; crown and nape grey; eye 

dark brown; bill greenish yellow; red spot 

on the base of top bill. 

Body: Back and wing coverts grey; rump 

dark brown; breast and abdomen white. 

undertail coverts dark reddish brown. 

Limbs and tail: Legs and feet yellow; toes 

long; tail short, dark reddish brown. 
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Size: 43 cm TL 

Family: Rallidae 

SN: Gallicrex cinerea 

English Name: Watercock 

Description:  

A large water bird; 34-43 cm TL; 200-650 

g; males larger. 

Head and neck: Frontal shield and base 

of  bill red, bill tip yellow; crown dark grey; 

head and neck grey; eye red. 

Body: Overall dark grey to dark brown 

(male), brown (female); primaries tipped 

with brown. Underside brown with bars 

(female). 

Limbs and tail: Legs and feet bright red to 

dull yellow; toes long; tail short, same as 

body color. 

 

 

 

 

 

Size: 33 cm TL 

Family: Rallidae 

SN: Gallirallus philippensis  

English Name: Buff-banded Rail 

Description:  

A medium rail; 25-33 cm TL; 115-265 g; 

Sexes are alike in appearance. 

Head and neck: crown reddish brown; 

above eye with white to greyish band from 

base of bill to behind eye; reddish brown 

band from lore to nape; eye red; bill 

greyish brown, darker at tip; throat grey.  

Body: Upper body dark brown with 

yellowish brown edges; wing coverts with 

small white spots and black bars; breast 

and abdomen light grey; sides barred black 

and white. 

Limbs and tail: Legs and feet light greyish 

brown; tail short, dark brown. 
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Size: 30 cm TL 

Family: Rallidae 

SN: Lewinia striata 

English Name: Slaty-breasted Rail 

Description:  

A medium rail; 25-30 cm TL; 100-142 g; 

Sexes are alike in appearance. 

Head and neck: Crown and neck reddish 

brown; eye red; bill relatively long, reddish 

brown with purplish red base; throat grey. 

Body: Upper body dark brown with 

yellowish brown edges; back and wing 

feathers with white bars breast and upper 

abdomen grey; lower abdomen barred 

black and white. 

Limbs and tail: Legs and feet light greyish 

brown; tail short, dark brown with 

yellowish brown edges. 

 

 

 

 

Size: 35 cm TL 

Family: Rallidae 

SN: Hypotaenidia torquata  

English Name: Barred Rail 

Description:  

A medium to large rail; 32-35 cm TL; 241-

300 g. Sexes are alike in appearance. 

Head and neck: Crown and nape dark 

brown; Face and throat black; white cheek 

stripe below eye; eye red; bill dark grey; 

throat black. 

Body: Upper body dark grey; lower body 

black with heavy barred with white; breast 

with broad dark reddish brown band. 

Limbs and tail: Legs and feet dark grey; 

tail short, dark brown above; undertail 

coverts black barred white. 
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Size: 50 cm TL 

Family: Rallidae 

SN: Porphyrio pulverulentus 

English Name: Philippine Swamphen 

Description:  

A large and heavy-bodied rail; 38-50 cm 

TL; 480-737 g; sexes are alike in 

appearance. 

Head and neck: frontal shield red; bill 

triangular, red; head and neck greyish blue; 

eye red.  

Body: Overall color greyish blue. 

Limbs and tail: Legs and feet red; tail 

short, greyish blue; undertail coverts 

white. 

 

 

 

Size: 20 cm TL 

Family: Rallidae 

SN: Amaurornis cinerea 

English Name: White-browed Crake 

Description:  

A small, slim crake; 15-20 cm TL; 40-62 g. 

Head and neck: Forehead and crown 

dark grey; nape brown; broad stripe from 

base of bill to behind eye black with white 

band below; black narrow band on top of 

the eye; white band (brow) in front and 

above eye; eye bright orange red; skin 

around eye orange; ear coverts light grey; 

bill yellow.  

Body: Upper body dark brown with light 

brown edges; breast and upper abdomen 

light grey; lower abdomen brown.  

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Limbs and tail: Legs and feet greenish yellow; toes long; tail short, dark 

brown; undertail coverts brown. 

 

Size: 59 cm TL 

Family: Corvidae 

SN: Corvus macrorhynchos 

English Name: Large-billed Crow 

Description:  

Head and neck: Black; eye dark brown; 

bill relatively long, black; base of upper bill 

covered with bristle-like feathers. 

Body: Overall black; upper body with 

bluish gloss. 

Limbs and tail: black. 

 

 



 

 

155 

 

Size: 10 cm TL 

Family: Dicaeidae 

SN: Dicaeum australe 

English Name: Red-keeled Flowerpecker 

Description:  

A small bird; 10 cm TL; 9-11g. 

Head and neck: Head and neck black; 

eye dark brown; bill black; throat white. 

Body: Upper body black with bluish gloss; 

Lower body greyish white with diagnostic 

narrow red stripe on breast and abdomen.  

Limbs and tail: Legs and feet black; tail 

black; undertail coverts white. 

 

 

 

Size: 12 cm TL 

Family: Estrildidae 

SN: Amadina fasciata 

English Name: Cut-throat Finch 

Description:  

Head and neck: crown and nape light 

brown with black bars; upper cheek with 

white patch; lower cheek red from ear 

coverts to throat (male); cheek white with 

black spots (female); eye dark brown; skin 

around eye bluish grey. 

Body: Overall light brown with many 

black spots and bars; female duller than 

male; breast brown (male), light brown 

(female); abdomen light brown with dark 

brown edges (scalloped pattern) (male), 

light brown (female). 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Limbs and tail: Legs and feet dull pink; tail greyish brown. 

 

Size: 14 cm TL 

Family: Estrildidae 

SN: Chloebia gouldiae  

English Name: Gouldian Finch 

Description:  

Head and neck: Head variable from 

black, golden yellow, to red (morphs); 

crown with light blue band traversing 

behind cheek to throat; nape green skin 

around eye pale light blue; eye dark 

brownbill white with red tip, domesticated 

strains may be yellow or red; throat black, 

lower throat with narrow light blue band. 

Body: Back and wing covert greyish green; 

breast light purple; abdomen yellow. 
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Limbs and tail: Legs and feet light pink; 

tail long pointed central feather, blue at 

base. 

 

Size: 12 cm TL 

Family: Estrildidae 

SN: Lonchura atricapilla 

English Name: Chestnut Munia 

Description:  

A small bird; 11-12 cm TL; 10-16 g; sexes 

are alike in appearance. 

Head and neck: Head, nape, throat and 

breast black; eye dark brown; bill light 

grey.  

Body: upper back (mantle) black; overall 

dark reddish brown; center of abdomen 

black. 

Limbs and tail: Legs and feet grey; tail 

dark brown; undertail coverts black.     

Juvenile: Upper body dark brown; lower 

body brown; bill dark greyish brown. 

 

 

 

 

Size: 16 cm TL 

Family: Estrildidae 

SN: Lonchura oryzivora 

English Name: Java Sparrow 

Description:  

15-16 cm TL; 23-28 g; sexes are alike in 

appearance 

Head and neck: Head and throat black; 

cheek with conspicuous white patch; eye 

dark red; skin around eye red; bill pink to 

red. 

Body: Overall grey; abdomen light grey. 

Limbs and tail: Legs and feet pink; tail grey; 

undertail coverts white. 
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Size: 12 cm TL 

Family: Estrildidae 

SN: Neochmia ruficauda 

English Name: Star Finch 

Description:  

12 cm; 9-14 g. 

Head and neck: Fore crown red (male), 

dull greenish brown (female); face red with 

white dots; nape dull greenish brown; bill 

red; eye orange to pale red; skin around 

eye greenish orange; upper throat red.  

Body: Upper body dull greenish brown; 

breast greenish grey with white dots; 

center of abdomen pale yellow. 

Limbs and tail: Legs and feet yellowish 

orange; tail pinkish brown to purplish 

brown, white bars at base; undertail 

coverts light grey to light yellow.   

Juvenile: Upper body greenish brown; 

lower body light brown; no red on face  
 

 

Size: 16 cm TL 

Family: Estrildidae 

SN: Poephila acuticauda 

English Name: Long-tailed Finch 

Description:  

Head and neck: Head and nape bluish 

grey; eye dark brown; small black bar from 

base of bill to front of eye; skin around eye 

grey; bill yellow to dark orange; diagnostic 

black patch on throat. 

Body: Overall brown; primaries dark 

brown; lower abdomen with black band. 

Limbs and tail: Legs and feet orange to 

red; tail long and pointed, black. 

 

 

 

Size: 11 cm TL 

Family: Estrildidae 

SN: Poephila bichenovii 

English Name: Double-barred Finch 

Description:  

Head and neck: Forehead black; crown 

and nape brown; face white bordered by a 

narrow black band; eye dark brown; skin 

around eye brown; bill pale bluish grey; 

throat white. 

Body: Back brown; wing coverts black 
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with white spots and bars; breast light grey 

with thin black band across lower breast; 

abdomen light grey.  

Limbs and tail: Legs and feet grey; tail 

white; tail grey; undertail coverts black. 

 

Size: 10 cm TL 

Family: Estrildidae 

SN: Taeniopygia guttata 

English Name: Timor Zebra Finch 

Description:  

Head and neck: Head, nape and throat 

grey; ear patch/ ear coverts brownish 

orange; white inverted triangle patch 

bordered with black stripes on front of 

cheek; bill black; throat grey with black 

edges (scalloped pattern).   

Body: Upper body grey; upper breast with 

black band; lower breast and abdomen 

yellowish white. 

Limbs and tail: Legs and feet orange; tail 

black with white bars. 

 

 

 

 

Size: 14 cm TL 

Family: Estrildidae 

SN: Uraeginthus cyanocephalus 

English Name: Blue-capped Cordon Bleu 

Description:  

Head and neck: Head light blue (male); 

crown and nape greyish brown, face light 

blue (female)l eye brown to red; skin 

around eye greyish blue; bill pink to red; 

throat light blue. 

Body: Upper body brown; lower body 

light blue; center of abdomen light grey or 

light brown. 

Limbs and tail: Legs and feet pink; tail 

light blue; undertail coverts light grey or 

light brown. 
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Size: 14 cm TL 

Family: Fringillidae 

SN: Serinus canaria 

English Name: Island Canary 

Description:  

Head and neck: Forehead golden yellow 

(male), greenish yellow (female); face 

yellow with greyish streaks; eye dark 

brown to black; bill pale light brown to 

light grey. 

Body: Overall greenish yellow with 

greyish streaks; primaries black with 

narrow yellow edges; lesser wing coverts 

dark brown with grey tips; median and 

greater coverts blackish; breast and 

abdomen golden yellow with black streaks. 

Limbs and tail: Legs and feet brown; tail 

forked, dark brownish grey. 

 

 

 

 

Size: 28 cm TL 

Family: Oriolidae 

SN: Oriolus chinensis 

English Name: Black-naped Oriole 

Description:  

A medium to large oriole; 23-28 cm TL; 

65-100 g. 

Head and neck: Forehead, cheek, and 

throat golden yellow; through eye and 

crown black; eye brown; bill black. 

Body: Unmistakable bright yellow and 

black bird; overall bright yellow; most of 

wing black; female color duller than male.  

Limbs and tail: Legs and feet grey; tail 

greenish yellow with broad black band 

near base. 
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Size: 33 cm TL 

Family: Paradisaeidae 

SN: Paradisaea rubra 

English Name: Red Bird-of-paradise 

Description:  

Head and Neck: Forecrown; front of 

face, and throat extensively covered with 

fine-scaled iridescent dark emerald green 

feathers (male), black (female) rear crown, 

nape and ear coverts yellow; eye brown; 

bill yellow; yellow bill can be used to 

distinguish this species from other bird-of-

paradise. 

 Body: Overall reddish brown (male), dark 

brown (female); median wing coverts 

bright yellow (male), brownish yellow 

(female).                                      

Limbs and tail: Legs and feet grey; tail 

prominent, reddish orange, with 2 long 

wires. 

 

 

 

 

Size: 15 cm TL 

Family: Passeridae 

SN: Passer montanus 

English Name: Eurasian Tree Sparrow 

Description:  

Head and neck: crown and nape brown; 

face white; black band through eye; ear 

coverts with black patch; throat black. Eye 

dark brown; bill black. 

Body: Upper body brown with dark 

brown bars; median and greater wing 

coverts white tips forming a conspicuous 

double white wing bar; breast and 

abdomen yellowish brown. 

Limbs and tail: Legs and feet light brown 

to pinkish brown; tail light brown. 
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Size: 22 cm TL 

Family: Pycnonotidae 

SN: Hypsipetes philippinus 

English Name: Philippine Bulbul 

Description:  

Head and neck: Crown brownish grey 

with light grey edges; eye brown; bill black; 

throat reddish brown with white streaks.  

Body: Overall greenish brown; breast 

brown with white streaks; abdomen white 

with yellow wash. 

Limbs and tail: Legs and feet brown to 

greyish brown; tail greenish brown; 

undertail coverts white with yellow wash. 

 

 

 

Size: 21 cm TL 

Family: Pycnonotidae 

SN: Pycnonotus goiavier 

English Name: Yellow-vented Bulbul 

Description:  

Head and neck: Short crest brown; face 

and throat white; stripe at base of bill to 

eye black; eye brown; bill black. 

Body: Overall greyish brown; breast and 

abdomen white with light brown streaks. 

Limbs and tail: Legs and feet black; tail 

greyish brown; undertail coverts bright 

yellow, diagnostic. 
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Size: 19 cm TL 

Family: Rhipiduridae 

SN: Rhipidura nigritorquis 

English Name: Philippine Pied Fantail 

Description:  

Head and neck: Crown and nape black; 

stripe above eye (eye brow) white; eye 

dark brown; bill black; throat white. 

Body: Overall dark grey to dark brownish 

grey; breast and abdomen whitish. 

Limbs and tail: Legs and feet black; tail 

long, with white tips except center tail 

feather. 

 

 

Size: 28 cm TL 

Family: Sturnidae 

SN: Acridotheres cristatellus 

English Name: Crested Myna 

Description:  

Head and neck: Elongated forehead 

feathers forming a conspicuous frontal 

crest; eye dull yellow to brown; bill light 

yellowish orange. 

Body: Overall black; primaries white in 

middle forming a small wing patch. 

Limbs and tail: Legs and feet yellow to 

yellow orange; tail black with narrow 

white tip. 

 

 

 

Size: 20 cm TL 

Family: Sturnidae 

SN: Aplonis panayensis 

English Name: Asian Glossy Starling 

Description:  

Head and neck: black with glossy green; 

eye bright red; bill black. 

Body: Overall black with glossy green. 

Limbs and tail: Legs and feet black; tail 

black.  

Juvenile: dark greyish brown; breast and 

abdomen white to light brown with dark 

brown streaks. 

 

 



 

 

163 

 

Size: 25 cm TL 

Family: Sturnidae 

SN: Basilornis corythaix 

English Name: Long-crested Myna 

Description:  

Head and neck: Long feathers on crown 

forms a tall crest; head and throat black 

with iridescent purple; white patch on 

lower ear coverts; eye brown; bill light 

yellow. 

Body: Overall black with iridescent 

purple; side of body with white patch.   

Limbs and tail: Legs and feet yellow; tail 

black. 

 

 

 

 

Size: 31 cm TL 

Family: Sturnidae 

SN: Gracula religiosa palawanensis 

English Name: Palawan Hill Myna 

Description:  

Head and neck: black with iridescent 

green purple; bare skin below eye and 

wattles on nape yellow; eye dark brown; 

bill reddish orange, yellow on tip. 

Body: Overall black with iridescent purple 

green; middle of primaries white forming a 

wing patch. 

Limbs and tail: Legs and feet brownish 

yellow; tail black. 

 

 



 

 

164 

 

Size: 25 cm TL 

Family: Sturnidae 

Scientific Name: Mino dumontii 

English Name: Yellow-faced Myna 

Description:  

Head and neck: Forehead and nape 

black; bare skin on crown and face bright 

yellow; feathers on side of neck with small 

white flecks; eye brown to orange; bill 

yellowish orange. 

Body: Overall black with iridescent purple 

gloss; center of primaries with white 

forming a wing patch; rump white; lower 

abdomen golden yellow. 

Limbs and tail: Legs and feet yellowish 

orange; tail black; undertail coverts white. 

 

 

 

 

 

Size: 27 cm TL 

Family: Sturnidae 

SN: Sarcops calvus 

English Name: Coleto 

Description:  

Head and neck: Crown and face covered 

with pink bare skin; nape grey; eye dark 

brown; skin around eye pinkish; bill black. 

Body: Overall black; back, rump, upper 

wing coverts, and side grey. 

Limbs and tail: Legs and feet black; tail 

black. 

 

 



 

 

165 

 

Size: 12 cm TL 

Family: Zosteropidae 

SN: Zosterops meyeni 

English Name: Lowland White-eye 

Description:  

A small bird; 10-12 cm TL; 10 g. 

Head and neck: Forehead and throat 

yellow; crown and nape greenish yellow; 

eye yellowish brown; skin around eye (eye 

ring) white; bill black to dark brown, 

darker at tip; throat yellow. 

Body: Upper body greenish yellow; breast 

yellow; abdomen light greyish brown. 

Limbs and tail: Legs and feet dark 

greyish brown; tail greenish yellow. 

 
 

 

 

Size: 65 cm TL 

Family: Ardeidae 

SN: Nycticorax nycticorax 

English Name: Black-crowned Night 

Heron 

Description:  

A medium, stocky and short-necked 

heron; 56-65 cm TL; 1000 g; sexes are 

alike in appearance. 

Head and neck: Forehead and line above 

eye white; crown and nape black with 

green gloss; eye red; skin around eye 

yellowish green; bill black; throat white.  

Body: Upper body black; side of head and 

wing grey; breast and abdomen white. 

Limbs and tail: Legs and feet yellowish 

green or yellowish orange; tail short, 

white.   

Juvenile: Overall brown with dark brown 

streaks; eye dirty yellow; bill mixed brown 

and yellow; Legs and feet pale yellow. 

 

 



 

 

166 

 

Size: 61 cm TL 

Family: Ramphastidae 

SN: Ramphastos toco 

English Name: Toco Toucan 

Description:  

A large toucan; 55-61 cm TL; 500-860 g. 

Head and neck: bill large reddish orange; 

upper bill large black spot at tip; base of 

bill black; skin on face bright orange; eye 

brown; skin around eye purple; throat 

white. 

Body: Overall black; breast white. 

Limbs and tail: Legs and feet grey; tail 

white on base, black middle to tip. 

 

 

 

 

 

Size: 46 cm TL 

Family: Cacatuidae 

SN: Cacatua alba 

English Name: White Cockatoo 

Description:  

A medium cockatoo; 46 cm TL; 550g; 

sexes are alike in appearance. 

Head and neck: Head white; bill strongly 

curved, dark grey; eye dark brown (male), 

reddish brown (female); skin around eye 

(eye ring) light blue; crest long, curving 

backwards, white. 

Body: Overall white. 

Limbs and tail: Legs and feet grey; tail 

white. 
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Size: 33 cm TL 

Family: Cacatuidae 

SN: Cacatua sulphurea citrinocristata 

English Name: Citron-crested Cockatoo 

Description:  

A small to medium cockatoo; 33 cm TL; 

350g; sexes are alike in appearance. 

Head and neck: Head white; bill strongly 

curved, dark grey; eye black (male), dark 

reddish brown (female); ear coverts light 

yellowish orange; skin around eye (eye 

ring) light blue; crest long, forward curving, 

yellowish orange. 

Body: Overall white. 

Limbs and tail: Legs and feet grey; tail 

white; underside of tail yellow. 

 

 

 

 

Size: 30 cm TL 

Family: Cacatuidae 

SN: Cacatua ducorpsii 

English Name: Solomons Cockatoo 

Description:  

A small to medium cockatoo; 30 cm TL; 

360g; sexes are alike in appearance. 

Head and neck: Head white; bill strongly 

curved, bluish grey at base, light greyish 

pink at tip; eye dark brown (male), reddish 

brown (female); skin around eye (eye ring) 

light blue; crest medium, with pink base. 

Body: Overall white. 

Limbs and tail: Legs and feet grey; tail 

white; underside of tail yellow. 

 



 

 

168 

 

Size: 55 cm TL 

Family: Cacatuidae 

SN: Cacatua galerita 

English Name: Sulfur-crested Cockatoo 

Description:  

A medium cockatoo; 45-55 cm TL; 815-

975 g; sexes are alike in appearance. 

Head and neck: white; crest when erected 

long, curving forward, yellow; distinct 

characteristic of crest on head that can be 

erected or folded down; eye dark brown 

(male), red brown (female); bill dark grey to 

black.  

Body: Overall white; underwing pale 

yellow. 

Limbs and tail: Legs and feet grey; tail 

white; tail underside pale yellow. 

 

 

 

 

Size: 32 cm TL 

Family: Cacatuidae 

SN: Cacatua goffiniana 

English Name: Tanimbar Corella 

Description:  

A small cockatoo; 30-32 cm TL; 300 g; 

sexes alike in appearance; female slightly 

smaller in size. 

Head and neck: pink on lores (in front of 

eye); head white; eye brown (male), 

reddish brown (female); skin around eye 

pale blue; ear coverts light brownish 

orange; bill greyish blue at base with light 

yellowish tip 

Body: Overall white. 

Limbs and tail: Legs and feet grey; tail 

white; tail underside yellow; undertail 

coverts white. 

 

 



 

 

169 

 

Size: 31 cm TL 

Family: Cacatuidae 

SN: Cacatua haematuropygia 

English Name: Red-vented Cockatoo 

Description:  

A small cockatoo, 30-31 cm TL; 300 g; 

sexes are alike in appearance; the only 

native cockatoo in the Philippines. 

Head and neck: Crest short; lores and 

ear coverts pinkish; eye dark brown 

(male), reddish brown (female); bill pale 

grey. 

Body: Overall white. 

Limbs and tail: Legs and tail grey; tail 

white; undertail coverts red with white tip; 

underside of tail yellow. 

 

 

 

Size: 50 cm TL 

Family: Cacatuidae 

SN: Cacatua moluccensis 

English Name: Salmon-crested 

Cockatoo 

Description:  

A large cockatoo; 40-50 cm TL; 850 g; 

Sexes are alike in appearance. 

Head and neck: Head white tinged light 

orange pink; crest backward curving 

salmon pink; eye black (male), dark brown 

(female); skin around eye bluish white; bill 

dark grey to black. 

Body: Overall white tinged light orange 

pink.  

Limbs and tail: Legs and feet grey; tail 

tinged light orange pink. 
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Size: 39 cm TL 

Family: Cacatuidae 

SN: Cacatua sanguinea 

English Name: Little Corella 

Description:  

A small to medium cockatoo; 36-39 cm 

TL; 430-580 g; sexes alike in appearance. 

Head and neck: Crest medium length 

(6.5 cm), white; diagnostic short bill, bluish 

at base, light grey; lores pinkish; eye ring, 

wider below eye, greyish blue; eye dark 

brown. 

Body: Overall white. 

Limbs and tail: Legs and feet grey; 

underside of tail yellow. 

 

 

 

 

 

Size: 50 cm TL 

Family: Cacatuidae 

SN: Cacatua ophthalmica  

English Name: Blue-eyed Cockatoo 

Description:  

A large cockatoo; 44-50 cm TL; 500-570 g. 

Sexes are alike in appearance.  

Head and neck: Long backward curving 

crest yellow; skin around eye richer blue 

than any cockatoos; eye black or dark 

brown (male), reddish (female), grey 

(juvenile); bill grey.  

Body: Overall white.  

Limbs and tail: Legs and feet grey; tail 

white. 
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Size: 33 cm TL 

Family: Cacatuidae 

SN: Cacatua sulphurea sulphurea 

English Name: Yellow-crested Cockatoo 

Description:  

A small to medium cockatoo; 33 cm TL; 

350g; sexes are alike in appearance 

Head and neck: Head white; bill strongly 

curved, dark grey; eye black (male), dark 

reddish brown (female); ear coverts (ear 

patch) yellow; skin around eye (eye ring) 

light blue; crest moderately long, forward 

curving, bright yellow. 

Body: Overall white. 

Limbs and tail: Legs and feet grey; 

undertail coverts white; tail white; 

underside of tail yellow.      

 

 

 

 

 

Size: 36 cm TL 

Family: Cacatuidae 

SN: Eolophus roseicapilla 

English Name: Galah 

Description:  

A small to medium cockatoo; 35-36 cm 

TL; 311-345 g; sexes are alike in 

appearance; very distinct cockatoo. 

Head and neck: Crown and upper nape 

pinkish white; face and lower nape deep 

pink; eye dark brown (male), pink (female); 

eye ring greyish pink, larger in male; bill 

light grey.  

Body: Back, rump, and wing coverts grey; 

breast and upper abdomen deep pink; 

lower abdomen grey. 

 

Limbs and tail: Legs and feet grey; tail 

grey. 

 

 



 

 

172 

 

Size: 40 cm TL 

Family: Cacatuidae 

SN: Lophochroa leadbeateri 

English Name: Major Mitchell's 

Cockatoo 

Description:  

A medium cockatoo; 33-40 cm TL; 360-

480 g. 

Head and neck: Head pinkish white; 

crest curving forward, white with broad 

red and orange band on lower part; eye 

dark brown (male), red (female); bill grey 

or black. 

Body: Overall white; breast pinkish white. 

Limbs and tail: Kegs and feet grey; tail 

white. 

 

 

 

 

 

Size: 33 cm TL 

Family: Cacatuidae 

SN: Nymphicus hollandicus 

English Name: Cockatiel 

Description:  

A long, slender cockatiel with long tail; 29-

33 cm TL; 80-100 g. 

Head and neck: Forehead, face, and long 

crest yellow; ear coverts orange; nape 

grey; eye dark brown; bill grey. 

Body: Overall dark grey; wing coverts 

with large white wing patch; rump greyish 

yellow and barred with dark grey. 

Limbs and tail: Legs and feet grey; tail 

long, grey. 
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Size: 64 cm TL 

Family: Cacatuidae 

SN: Probosciger aterrimus 

English Name: Palm Cockatoo 

Description:  

A large cockatoo; 51-64 cm TL; 550-1000 

g; unmistakable. 

Head and neck: Black; bare skin on face 

bright red; crest backward curving, long; 

massive bill grey to black; eye dark brown. 

Body: Overall black. 

Limbs and tail: Legs and feet grey; tail 

black. 

 

 

 

 

 

Size: 37 cm TL 

Family: Psittacidae 

SN: Amazona aestiva 

English Name: Turquoise-fronted 

Amazon 

Description:  

Head and neck: Forecrown and throat 

turquoise blue; midcrown, face and throat 

yellow, blue or green; hindcrown green 

with black edges; bill light grey with black 

tip.  

Body: Overall green; lesser wing coverts 

(shoulder) with red or yellowish orange 

spot; median coverts red; primaries blue; 

breast and abdomen yellowish green. 

Limbs and tail: Legs and feet grey; tail 

green. 

 

 



 

 

174 

 

Size: 29 cm TL 

Family: Psittacidae 

SN: Amazona albifrons 

English Name: White-fronted Amazon 

Description:  

Head and neck: Forecrown white; 

crown blue; nape green; around eye red; 

bill light yellowish orange. 

Body: Overall yellowish green; wing edge 

red; primaries blue; female no red on wing. 

Limbs and tail: Legs and feet light grey; 

tail yellowish green. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Size: 32 cm TL 

Family: Psittacidae 

SN: Amazona amazonica 

English Name: Orange-winged Amazon 

Description:  

Head and neck: Forecrown, cheek, and 

throat yellow; crown blue; nape green; 

blue stripe from lore through eye reddish 

brown; eye ring white; bill grey.  

Body: Overall green; orange patch on 

wing; primaries blue tip. 

Limbs and tail: Legs and feet light grey; 

tail green; undertail orange red. 

 



 

 

175 

 

Size: 36 cm TL 

Family: Psittacidae  

SN: Amazona auropalliata 

English Name: Yellow-naped Amazon 

Description:  

Head and neck: Forecrown yellow or 

green; nape diagnostic yellow; crown 

yellow green; head green.  

Body: Overall green. 

Limbs and tail: Legs and feet grey; tail 

green; outer feathers may be tipped 

yellow. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Size: 35 cm TL 

Family: Psittacidae 

SN: Amazona autumnalis 

English Name: Red-lored Amazon 

Description:  

Head and neck: Forehead and lores deep 

red, diagnostic; crown light blue; nape 

green; cheek yellow orange in front, green 

behind; eye yellowish orange; skin around 

eye pale yellow; bill grey. 

Body: Overall green.  

Limbs and tail: Legs and feet grey; tail 

green. 

 

 



 

 

176 

 

Size: 32 cm TL 

Family: Psittacidae 

SN: Amazona leucocephala 

English Name: Cuban Amazon 

Description:  

Head and neck: Forehead, crown, 

around eye white; ear coverts and nape 

green with black edges (scalloped pattern); 

eye dull light yellow; eye ring bluish white;  

throat pinkish red. 

Body: Overall green with black edge 

resulting in scaled/scalloped effect. 

Limbs and tail: Legs and feet yellowish 

orange; tail green. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Size: 38 cm TL 

Family: Psittacidae 

SN: Amazona ochrocephala 

English Name: Yellow-crowned Amazon 

Description:  

Head and neck: Forehead and midcrown 

yellow; cheek and ear coverts bright green; 

nape green with light blackish edges; eye 

brownish orange; skin around eye white; 

upper bill black with whitish spot on 

center; lower bill black. 

Body: Overall green; small red spot on 

shoulder. 

Limbs and tail: Legs and feet grey; tail 

green with yellow tip. 
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Size: 35 cm TL 

Family: Psittacidae 

SN: Amazona rhodocorytha 

English Name: Red-browed Amazon 

Description:  

Head and neck: Forehead bright red; 

crown bluish green; nape bluish green or 

green; throat bluish green; bill yellowish 

grey. 

Body: Overall greyish green. 

Limbs and tail: Legs and feet grey; tail 

green with yellow tip; outer tail feathers 

with red subterminal band. 

 

 

 

 

 

Size: 100 cm TL 

Family: Psittacidae 

SN: Anodorhynchus hyacinthinus 

English Name: Hyacinth Macaw 

Description:  

Head and neck: Bill black; bare skin at 

base of lower bill and around eye bright 

yellowish orange. 

Body: Overall deep cobalt blue; 

unmistakable; 100 cm TL; 1400-1700 g. 

Limbs and tail: Legs and feet grey; tail 

long, cobalt blue. 

 

 



 

 

178 

 

Size: 90 cm TL 

Family: Psittacidae 

SN: Ara ambiguus 

English Name: Great Green Macaw 

Description:  

Head and neck: Forehead red; crown 

and nape yellowish green; bare skin on face 

white or pink (older individual) with rows 

of black feathers; bill black.  

Body: Overall yellowish green; lower wing 

coverts turquoise blue. 

Limbs and tail: Legs and feet grey; tail 

red with turquoise blue tip. 

 
 

 

 

Size: 86 cm TL 

Family: Psittacidae 

SN: Ara ararauna 

English Name: Blue and Yellow Macaw 

Description:  

Head and neck: Forehead and midcrown 

dull green; nape blue; bare skin on face 

white with black feathers forming lines; bill 

black; ear coverts, side of neck and throat 

yellow. 

Body: Overall blue. 

Limbs and tail: Legs and feet grey; tail 

blue. 

 

 



 

 

179 

 

Size: 95 cm TL 

Family: Psittacidae 

SN: Ara chloropterus 

English Name: Red and Green Macaw 

Description:  

Head and neck: Head and nape red; bare 

skin on face white with red feathers 

forming lines; upper bill dirty white; lower 

bill black. 

Body: Upper back red; lesser wing coverts 

red; median green; greater blue.  

Limbs and tail: Legs and feet grey; tail 

blue; middle tail feathers red with blue tip. 

 

 

 

 

Size: 85 cm TL 

Family: Psittacidae 

SN: Ara glaucogularis 

English Name: Blue-throated Macaw 

Description:  

Head and neck: crown, nape and throat 

blue; bare skin on face white with lines of 

blue feather; ear coverts yellowish orange; 

bill black. 

Body: Upper body blue; breast and 

abdomen yellowish orange. 

Limbs and tail: Legs and feet grey; tail 

blue; undertail coverts yellowish orange. 

 

 



 

 

180 

 

Size: 89 cm TL 

Family: Psittacidae 

SN: Ara macao 

English Name: Scarlet Macaw 

Description:  

Head and neck: Head, nape and throat 

red; bare skin on face white; upper bill 

dirty white; lower bill black. 

Body: upper back red; lesser wing coverts 

red; median yellow; greater blue; rump 

pale blue; breast and abdomen red. 

Limbs and tail: Legs and feet grey; tail 

red. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Size: 71 cm TL 

Family: Psittacidae 

SN: Ara militaris 

English Name: Military Macaw 

Description:  

Head and neck: Forehead red; crown 

and nape green; bare skin on face white or 

pinkish with lines of feather; bill black. 

Body: Overall green; primaries turquoise 

blue; rump greyish green. 

Limbs and tail: Legs and feet grey; tail 

red with turquoise blue tip. 

 

 



 

 

181 

 

Size: 51 cm TL 

Family: Psittacidae 

SN: Ara severus 

English Name: Chestnut-fronted Macaw 

Description:  

Head and neck: Forecrown with narrow 

band, dark brown; crown and nape green; 

throat with narrow dark brown line; bare 

skin on face white with lines of feathers; 

bill black. 

Body: Overall green; shoulder with 

narrow red; primaries turquoise blue. 

Limbs and tail: Legs and feet grey; tail 

green at base, brown at middle, turquoise 

blue tip. 

 

 

 

 

Size: 30 cm TL 

Family: Psittacidae 

SN: Aratinga auricapillus 

English Name: Golden-capped Parakeet 

Description:  

Head and neck: Forehead and around 

eye red; midcrown yellow; nape green; 

cheek and throat green with yellow wash 

or edges; skin around eye white; eye 

greyish brown; bill dark grey. 

Body: Upper body green; breast green 

with red wash; abdomen orange or red; 

primaries blue tip. 

Limbs and tail: Legs and feet grey; tail 

green to yellow green with blue tip. 

 

 



 

 

182 

 

Size: 30 cm TL 

Family: Psittacidae 

SN: Aratinga jandaya 

English Name: Jandaya Parakeet 

Description:  

Head and neck: Head, neck and breast 

yellow; forehead and around eye orange; 

skin around eye white; bill dark grey. 

Body: Upper body green; secondary and 

primaries blue tip; breast yellow; abdomen 

reddish orange. 

Limbs and tail: Legs and feet grey; tail 

green with blue tip; outer tail feathers 

blue; underside of tail grey. 

 

 

 

 

 

Size: 38 cm TL 

Family: Psittacidae 

SN: Psittacara mitratus 

English Name: Mitred Parakeet 

Description:  

Head and neck: Forehead and around 

eye red; cheek and ear coverts may be 

covered with red flecks; nape and throat 

green; skin around eye white; bill light 

yellowish brown.  

Body: Upper body green; lower body 

lighter green with or without red specks. 

Limbs and tail: Legs and feet pink; tail 

green. 

 

 



 

 

183 

 

Size: 30 cm TL 

Family: Psittacidae 

SN: Aratinga solstitialis 

English Name: Sun Parakeet 

Description:  

Head and neck: Forehead, face and 

upper nape reddish orange; crown 

yellowish orange; skin around eye white; 

bill grey. 

Body: Back and upper breast yellowish 

orange; greater wing coverts green, 

creating a wing band; primaries green with 

blue tip; abdomen reddish orange. 

Limbs and tail: Legs and feet grey; tail 

yellowish green with blue tip. 

 

 

 

 

Size: 36 cm TL 

Family: Psittacidae 

SN: Deroptyus accipitrinus 

English Name: Hawk-headed Parrot 

Description:  

Head and neck: Forehead and above eye 

white; face, throat and upper nape brown 

with whitish streaks; lower nape red with 

blue edges (scalloped pattern); skin around 

eye dark grey; eye brown; bill dark grey; 

feathers on nape can be erected. 

Body: Upper body green; primaries black; 

breast and abdomen red with blue edges.  

Limbs and tail: Legs and feet grey; tail 

green; undertail black. 

 

 



 

 

184 

 

Size: 30 cm TL 

Family: Psittacidae 

SN: Diopsittaca nobilis 

English Name: Northern Red-

shouldered Macaw 

Description:  

Head and neck: Forehead turquoise 

blue; bareskin on face white; nape and 

throat green; upper bill dirty white or dark 

grey with whitish spot near base; lower bill 

dark grey. 

Body: Overall green; shoulder with red 

spot. 

Limbs and tail: Legs and feet grey; tail 

green. 

 

 

 

 

 

Size: 28 cm TL 

Family: Psittacidae 

SN: Eupsittula pertinax 

English Name: Brown-throated Parakeet 

Description:  

Head and neck: Forehead turquoise blue 

or yellowish orange depending on 

subspecies; face and throat yellowish 

orange; nape green; bill grey. 

Body: Upper body green; breast light 

greyish brown; abdomen yellowish green; 

primaries dull blue. 

Limbs and tail: Legs and feet grey; tail 

green. 

 

 



 

 

185 

 

Size: 13 cm TL 

Family: Psittacidae 

SN: Forpus coelestis 

English Name: Pacific Parrotlet 

Description:  

A tiny parrot; 13 cm TL; 24-28 g. 

Head and neck: Head light green; stripe 

behind eye (postocular) blue. 

Body: Back and wing coverts greyish 

green; rump blue; primary coverts blue; 

Breast and abdomen yellowish green. 

Limbs and tail: Legs and feet light pink; 

tail green. 

 

 

 

 

 

Size: 29 cm TL 

Family: Psittacidae 

SN: Myiopsitta monachus 

English Name: Monk Parakeet 

Description:  

Head and neck: Forehead, lower cheek, 

and throat light grey; nape green; bill light 

yellowish brown to yellowish orange. 

Body: Upper body green; breast light grey; 

abdomen yellowish green; primaries 

turquoise blue. 

Limbs and tail: Legs and feet grey; tail 

green with turquoise blue tip. 

 

 



 

 

186 

 

Size: 51 cm TL 

Family: Psittacidae 

SN: Orthopsittaca manilatus 

English Name: Red-bellied Macaw 

Description:  

Head and neck: Bare skin on face from 

base of bill to behind eye pale yellow; 

forehead turquoise blue; bill black.  

Body: Upper body green with yellow 

tinge; primaries turquoise blue; breast and 

abdomen greyish green with reddish 

brown patch on lower part. 

Limbs and tail: Legs and feet grey; tail 

green. 

 

 

 

 

 

Size: 23 cm TL 

Family: Psittacidae 

SN: Pionites leucogaster 

English Name: White-bellied Parrot 

Description:  

Head and neck: Crown and nape orange; 

lower cheek and throat yellow; skin 

around eye white; eye reddish brown; cere 

bright pinkish; bill light pink 

Body: Upper body green; breast and 

abdomen white; undertail coverts yellow. 

Limbs and tail: Legs and feet light pink; 

thigh coverts green; tail short, green. 

 

 



 

 

187 

 

Size: 23 cm TL 

Family: Psittacidae 

SN: Pionites melanocephalus 

English Name: Black-headed Parrot 

Description:  

Head and neck: Forehead, crown and 

upper nape black; lower cheek throat 

yellow; lower nape brownish orange; skin 

around eye grey; eye reddish brown; bill 

dark grey; small green patch below nostril. 

Body: Upper body green; breast and 

upper abdomen white; lower abdomen 

orange. 

Limbs and tail: Legs and feet grey; thigh 

coverts orange; tail green; undertail 

orange. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Size: 26 cm TL 

Family: Psittacidae 

SN: Pionus fuscus 

English Name: Dusky Parrot 

Description:  

Head and neck: Head bluish grey; small 

red patch below nares; skin around eye 

pale blue; upper bill light yellow at base 

with black tip; lower bill black; ear coverts 

black, followed by white ring. 

Body: Upper body dark brown with 

lighter brown edges (scalloped pattern); 

breast and abdomen reddish brown; 

primaries blue. 

Limbs and tail: Legs and feet grey; tail 

blue; undertail coverts red. 

 

 



 

 

188 

 

Size: 28 cm TL 

Family: Psittacidae 

SN: Pionus menstruus 

English Name: Blue-headed Parrot 

Description:  

Head and neck: Entire head and neck 

blue; ear coverts dark grey patch; throat 

with some red flecks; skin around eye 

white; upper bill black with pink at base; 

lower bill black. 

Body: Overall green; wing coverts 

yellowish green; upper breast blue.  

Limbs and tail: Legs and feet light grey; 

thigh green; tail green at middle, outer tail 

feathers blue; undertail coverts red. 

 

 

 

 

 

Size: 23 cm TL 

Family: Psittacidae 

SN: Poicephalus senegalus 

English Name: Senegal Parrot 

Description:  

Head and neck: Entire head grey; ear 

coverts lighter grey; eye yellow; bill grey. 

Body: Upper body green; breast green, V-

shaped; abdomen yellowish orange; 

primaries grey. 

Limbs and tail: Legs and feet grey; tail 

brownish green, grey at tip; undertail 

coverts yellow. 
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Size: 33 cm TL 

Family: Psittacidae 

SN: Psittacara erythrogenys 

English Name: Red-masked Parakeet 

Description:  

Head and neck: Upper half of head, 

resembling a mask, red; nape and throat 

green with a few red specks; skin around 

eye white or pale yellow; eye reddish 

brown; bill light yellowish brown. 

Body: Overall green; breast and abdomen 

yellowish green; red spot on shoulder. 

Limbs and tail: Legs and feet grey; tail 

green.  
 

 

 

Size: 35 cm TL 

Family: Psittacidae 

SN: Psittacara leucophthalmus 

English Name: White-eyed Parakeet 

Description:  

Head and neck: Head green; some red 

flecks on head, neck and throat; skin 

around eye greyish white; eye outer ring 

reddish brown, inner grey; bill light 

yellowish brown. 

Body: Overall green; breast and abdomen 

yellowish green; red spot on shoulder. 

Limbs and tail: Legs and feet grey; tail 

green. 

 

 

 

 

Size: 36 cm TL 

Family: Psittacidae 

SN: Psittacara wagleri 

English Name: Scarlet-fronted Conure 

Description:  

Head and neck: Forehead red; head 

green; skin around eye greyish white; eye 

grey; bill light yellowish brown. 

Body: Overall green; breast and abdomen 

greyish green; red spot on shoulder. 

Limbs and tail: Legs and feet grey; tail 

greyish green. 
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Size: 39 cm TL 

Family: Psittacidae 

SN: Psittacus erithacus 

English Name: Grey Parrot 

Description:  

Head and neck: Head and neck grey with 

white edges, creating a scalloped pattern; 

skin around eye bluish white; cere white; 

bare skin around face white; eye pale 

yellow; bill black. 

Body: Upper body grey; breast and lower 

abdomen grey with white edges (scalloped 

pattern); lower abdomen light grey; 

primaries dark grey. 

Limbs and tail: legs and feet grey; thigh 

light grey; tail red. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Size: 30 cm TL 

Family: Psittacidae 

SN: Pyrrhura cruentata 

English Name: Ochre-marked Parakeet 

Description:  

Head and neck: crown dark brown to 

black; band across the face red; throat 

green; nape bright yellowish; skin around 

eye white; bill grey.  

Body: Overall green; upper breast 

turquoise blue, lower breast green; 

abdomen red; primaries turquoise blue.  

Limbs and tail: Legs and feet grey; tail 

green with yellow tip. 
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Size: 26 cm TL 

Family: Psittacidae 

SN: Pyrrhura molinae 

English Name: Green-cheeked Conure 

Description:  

Head and neck: Crown and nape dull 

brown; throat bluish green; ear coverts 

greyish brown; side of neck white with 

brown scalloping; skin around eye light 

yellowish white; bill grey. 

Body: Upper body green; upper breast 

white with brown scalloping; lower breast 

yellow with brown scalloping; abdomen 

bright reddish orange. 

Limbs and tail: Legs and feet pink; tail 

greyish red. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Size: 24 cm TL 

Family: Psittacidae 

SN: Pyrrhura perlata 

English Name: Crimson-bellied Parakeet 

Description:  

Head and neck: Head dark brown with 

white flecks; nape and side of neck white, 

scalloped pattern; cheek yellow green; 

throat turquoise blue; bare skin around 

eye white; cere white; bill grey. 

Body: Upper body bluish green; wing 

coverts and back yellow green; upper 

breast white, scalloping pattern; lower 

breast and abdomen bright red; primaries 

turquoise blue. 

Limbs and tail: Legs and feet grey; thigh 

turquoise blue; tail purple; undertail black. 
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Size: 23 cm TL 

Family: Psittacidae 

SN: Pyrrhura picta 

English Name: Painted Parakeet 

Description:  

Head and neck: Forehead turquoise 

blue; crown greyish brown; face reddish 

brown; ear coverts white; nape, throat and 

side of neck dark grey with white edges, V-

shaped scalloping pattern; eye brown; cere 

grey; bill grey. 

Body: Upper body greyish green; upper 

breast dark grey with white edges, V-

shaped scalloping pattern; lower breast 

yellowish green; abdomen bright red. 

Limbs and tail: Legs and feet grey; thigh 

yellowish green; tail reddish brown. 

 

 

 

 

Size: 23 cm TL 

Family: Psittacidae 

SN: Pyrrhura roseifrons 

English Name: Red-fronted Parakeet 

Description:  

Head and neck: Head bright red; ear 

coverts greyish or yellowish white; nape 

grey; side of neck and throat grey with 

white edges (scalloped pattern); skin 

around eye white; eye brown; bill black. 

Body: Overall green; breast grey with 

white edges (scalloped pattern); abdomen 

greyish red; primaries turquoise blue with 

grey tip. 

Limbs and tail: Legs and feet grey; tail 

green with dull red tip. 
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Size: 15 cm TL 

Family: Psittacidae 

SN: Agapornis canus 

English Name: Grey-headed Lovebird 

Description:  

A small parrot; 13-15 cm TL; 25-32 g; 

sexes differ. 

Head and neck: Head, neck and throat 

light grey (male), green (female); eye 

brown; bill pale yellow or light grey. 

Body: Upper body green; breast light grey 

(male), green (female); abdomen yellowish 

green. 

Limbs and tail: Legs and feet grey; tail 

green. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Size: 15 cm TL 

Family: Psittacidae 

SN: Agapornis fischeri 

English Name: Fischer's Lovebird 

Description:  

Head and neck: Forehead bright reddish 

orange; crown and nape yellowish orange 

with dark grey wash; throat orange; skin 

around eye white; bill red. 

Body: breast yellow; abdomen yellowish 

green; upper body dark green; rump blue; 

primaries black. 

Limbs and tail: Legs and feet grey; tail 

green. 
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Size: 14 cm TL 

Family: Psittacidae 

SN: Agapornis lilianae 

English Name: Nyasa Lovebird 

Description:  

Head and neck: Forehead, face and 

throat bright reddish orange; nape 

yellowish green with grey wash; skin 

around eye white; bill red. 

Body: Upper body green; upper breast 

yellowish orange; lower breast yellowish 

green; abdomen yellowish green. 

Limbs and tail: Legs and feet grey; tail 

green. 

 

 

 

 

 

Size: 14 cm TL 

Family: Psittacidae 

SN: Agapornis nigrigenis 

English Name: Black-cheeked Lovebird 

Description:  

Head and neck: Forehead, crown, face, 

and throat dark reddish brown; nape and 

side of neck orange with dark brown wash; 

skin around eye white; bill red. 

Body: Upper body green; abdomen 

yellowish green; upper breast orange. 

Limbs and tail: Legs and feet grey; tail 

green. 
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Size: 15 cm TL 

Family: Psittacidae 

SN: Agapornis personatus 

English Name: Black-masked Lovebird 

Description:  

Head and neck: Head hooded black; skin 

around eye white; bill red.  

Body: Upper back, collar and breast 

yellow; back and wings dark green; 

primaries black; abdomen yellowish green. 

Limbs and tail: Legs and feet grey; tail 

green. 

 

 

 

 

 

Size: 18 cm TL 

Family: Psittacidae 

SN: Agapornis roseicollis 

English Name: Rosy-faced Lovebird 

Description:  

Head and neck: Forehead reddish 

orange; throat dull reddish orange; bill light 

yellow. 

Body: Overall green; rump blue; breast 

dull reddish orange; primaries grey. 

Limbs and tail: Legs and feet grey; tail 

green with blue tip. 
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Size: 16 cm TL 

Family: Psittacidae 

SN: Agapornis taranta 

English Name: Black-winged Lovebird 

Description:  

Head and neck: Forehead red (male), 

green (female); overall green; bill reddish 

orange. 

Body: Overall green; primary coverts and 

primaries black; when viewed from the 

side, lower wing black. 

Limbs and tail: Legs and feet grey; tail 

green with black tip. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Size: 35 cm TL 

Family: Psittacidae 

SN: Alisterus amboinensis 

English Name: Moluccan King Parrot 

Description:  

Head and neck: Entire head and neck 

red; bill black.  

Body: Back and rump blue; wing green; 

underbody red. 

Limbs and tail: Legs and feet grey; tail 

blue. 
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Size: 36 cm TL 

Family: Psittacidae 

SN: Alisterus chloropterus 

English Name: Papuan King Parrot 

Description:  

Head and neck: Entire head and neck 

red; eye orange; upper bill red with black 

tip; lower bill black. 

Body: Back and rump blue; wing dark 

green; median coverts yellowish green 

forming a wing patch; Underside red.  

Limbs and tail: Legs and feet grey; tail 

blue. 

 

 

 

 

Size: 15 cm TL 

Family: Psittacidae 

SN: Bolbopsittacus lunulatus 

English Name: Guaiabero 

Description:  

A small, stocky parrot; similar to a large 

Agapornis sp.; 15cm; 62-77 g. 

Head and neck: Face and throat pale 

blue (male); throat only blue (female); 

Head green; behind lower neck narrow 

pale blue collar (male), yellow (female); bill 

grey. 

Body: Upper body green; rump and lower 

body yellowish green. 

Limbs and tail: Legs and feet grey; tail 

short, green. 
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Size: 32 cm TL 

Family: Psittacidae 

SN: Chalcopsitta atra 

English Name: Black Lory 

Description:  

Head and Neck: Head glossy purplish 

black; skin around eye black; eye brown to 

reddish brown; bill black. 

Body: Overall glossy purplish black; rump 

with bluish tint. 

Limbs and tail: Legs and feet grey; tail 

purplish black; tail coverts bluish; 

underside of tail red at base, yellow up to 

tip. 

 
 

 

 

 

Size: 31 cm TL 

Family: Psittacidae 

SN: Chalcopsitta scintillata 

English Name: Yellow-streaked Lory 

Description:  

Head and neck: Forehead and lores red; 

crown and face black; nape and side of 

neck black with yellowish orange streaks; 

skin around eye dark grey; eye reddish 

orange; bill black. 

Body: Overall green; breast black with 

yellowish orange streaks; irregular red 

spots on throat and breast. 

Limbs and tail: Legs and feet grey; Thigh 

coverts red; tail green; tail coverts green; 

underside of tail red with yellow tip. 
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Size: 42 cm TL 

Family: Psittacidae 

SN: Eclectus roratus 

English Name: Eclectus Parrot 

Description:  

Head and neck: Male - Head green; 

upper bill reddish orange with yellow tip; 

lower bill black; eye yellowish orange; 

Female - head red; eye white; bill black. 

Body: Male - Overall green; sides of 

breast red; primary coverts and primaries 

purplish blue; Female - mantle, lower 

breast and abdomen purple; overall red; 

primaries purplish blue. 

Limbs and tail: Legs and feet grey; tail 

green (male), red with yellow tip (female). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Size: 31 cm TL 

Family: Psittacidae 

SN: Eos bornea 

English Name: Red Lory 

Description:  

Head and neck: Head, neck, and throat 

red; skin around eye dark grey; eye 

reddish brown; cere dark bluish black; bill 

orange to red. 

Body: Overall red; wing and lower back 

with blue patches; primary black; 

secondaries red with black tip. 

Limbs and tail: Legs and feet grey; tail 

red. 
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Size: 31 cm TL 

Family: Psittacidae 

SN: Eos histrio 

English Name: Red and Blue Lory 

Description:  

Head and neck: Forehead and 

hindcrown red; midcrown, broad line 

around eye to mantle (upper back) 

purplish blue; bill orange. 

Body: Overall red; mantle and back 

purplish blue; breast with broad band blue; 

upper abdomen red; lower abdomen 

purplish blue; wing coverts and 

secondaries red with black tip; primaries 

black. 

Limbs and tail: Legs and feet dark grey; 

thigh coverts purplish blue; undertail 

coverts red; tail purplish blue; under tail 

coverts red. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Size: 31 cm TL 

Family: Psittacidae 

SN: Eos reticulata 

English Name: Blue-streaked Lory 

Description:  

Head and neck: Head, neck, and throat 

red; skin around eye black; broad blue 

band behind the eye connects to back; bill 

reddish orange. 

Body: Overall red; wing coverts with 

black edges; primaries black; breast and 

abdomen red with grey wash.  

Limbs and tail: Legs and feet grey; tail 

black; tail underside red. 
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Size: 27 cm TL 

Family: Psittacidae 

Scientific Name: Eos riciniata 

English Name: Bechstein's Violet-necked 

Lory 

Description:  

Head and neck: Head and face red; hind 

crown, nape, and throat purplish blue; bill 

orange. 

Body: Breast band, upper back, nape, and 

hind crown connected, purplish blue; 

Lower back and rump red; greater wing 

coverts, secondaries and primaries red 

with black edges; lower abdomen purplish 

blue. 

Limbs and tail: Legs and feet grey; thigh 

coverts red; tail dull red. 

 
 

 

 

 

Size: 27 cm TL 

Family: Psittacidae 

SN: Eos squamata 

English Name: Violet-necked Lory 

Description:  

Head and neck: Head and neck red; skin 

around eye bluish grey; eye brownish 

orange; bill orange. 

Body: Upper body, breast and upper 

abdomen red; rump black; greater wing 

coverts, secondaries and primaries black 

tip. 

Limbs and tail: Legs and feet grey; thigh 

coverts red; tail dull red. 
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Size: 14 cm TL 

Family: Psittacidae 

SN: Loriculus philippensis 

English Name: Philippine Hanging Parrot 

Description:  

The smallest parrot in the Philippines with 

9 subspecies; 14 cm TL; 31-40 g.  

Head and neck: Extent of red on 

forehead to nape depending on subspecies; 

throat green; bill reddish orange. 

Body: Upper body dark yellowish green; 

below lighter yellowish green below; 

breast may or may not have reddish 

orange patch depending on subspecies and 

sex; rump and undertail coverts red. 

Limbs and tail: Legs and feet yellowish 

orange to orange; tail green. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Size: 28 cm TL 

Family: Psittacidae 

SN: Lorius chlorocercus 

English Name: Yellow-bibbed Lory 

Description:  

Head and neck: Crown black; head red; 

marking on neck black; skin around eye 

dark grey; eye orange; bill reddish orange; 

juvenile no black and yellow on neck and 

throat. 

Body: Upper back and rump red; wing 

green; white spot on shoulder; broad 

breast band yellow; abdomen red. 

Limbs and tail: Legs and feet dark grey; 

thigh coverts blue; tail coverts red; tail red 

with green tip; undertail yellow. 
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Size: 30 cm TL 

Family: Psittacidae 

SN: Lorius garrulus 

English Name: Chattering Lory 

Description:  

Head and neck: red; skin around eye 

grey; eye orange; bill orange. 

Body: Upper back red with large yellow 

patch (subsp. flavopalliatus), without (subsp. 

garrulus); rump red; wing green; yellow on 

shoulder; primaries dark green to dark 

grey. 

Limbs and tail: Legs and feet grey; thigh 

green; tail red with dark green tip. 

 

 

 

 

Size: 33 cm TL 

Family: Psittacidae 

SN: Lorius lory 

English Name: Blacked-capped Parrot 

Description:  

Head and neck: Crown black; head and 

throat red; nape purplish blue; bill orange.  

Body: Nape, upper back (mantle), breast, 

and abdomen purplish blue; wing dark 

green. 

Limbs and tail: Legs and feet dark grey; 

thigh coverts blue; tail red with blue tip. 
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Size: 18 cm TL 

Family: Psittacidae 

SN: Melopsittacus undulatus 

English Name: Budgerigar 

Description:  

Head and neck: Forehead, front of face, 

and throat yellow; black spots on throat; 

nape and cheek yellow with extensive 

black bars; cere blue; eye white; bill greyish 

yellow. 

Body: Overall yellowish green; mantle and 

wing with black scalloping pattern.   

Limbs and tail: Legs and feet light pink 

or grey; tail long, bluish green with black 

tip. 

 

 

 

 

Size: 20 cm TL 

Family: Psittacidae 

SN: Neophema pulchella 

English Name: Turquoise Parrot 

Description:  

Head and neck: Forehead and face blue; 

midcrown and nape bluish green; throat 

yellow; bill small, black. 

Body: Upper back and wing yellowish 

green; inner lesser wing coverts reddish 

brown (male), green (female) ; median and 

outer secondaries light blue; primaries 

dark blue; breast yellow (male) yellowish 

green (female); abdomen and undertail 

coverts yellow.  

Limbs and tail: Legs and feet grey; tail 

greyish green. 
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Size: 19 cm TL 

Family: Psittacidae 

SN: Neopsephotus bourkii 

English Name: Bourke's Parrot 

Description:  

Head and neck: greyish brown with dark 

edges (scalloping pattern); throat greyish 

pink; white around the eye; bill black. 

Body: Upper back dull greyish yellow; 

wing black with dull yellow edges; shoulder 

blue; primaries greyish blue with black tip; 

breast and upper abdomen brownish pink; 

lower abdomen pale blue. 

Limbs and tail: Legs and feet grey; thigh 

and tail coverts pale blue; tail greyish blue. 

 

 

 

 

Size: 37 cm TL 

Family: Psittacidae 

SN: Platycercus elegans 

English Name: Crimson Rosella 

Description:  

Head and neck: bright red; throat with 

blue patch; bill white. 

Body: Predominantly red; back and 

scapulars red with black edges (scaled 

effect); lesser wing coverts black; median 

wing coverts and secondaries light blue; 

greater wing coverts dark blue; primaries 

black; breast, abdomen, tail coverts red. 

Limbs and tail: Legs and feet grey; thigh 

coverts red; tail greyish blue. 
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Size: 30 cm TL 

Family: Psittacidae 

SN: Platycercus eximius 

English Name: Eastern Rosella 

Description:  

Head and neck: bright red; throat with 

white patch; bill white. 

Body: back and scapulars yellow with 

black edges (scaled effect); lesser wing 

coverts black; median wing coverts and 

secondaries light blue; greater wing 

coverts blue; primaries greyish blue; breast 

red; lower abdomen yellow, lower 

abdomen and  tail coverts dull yellowish 

green. 

Limbs and tail: Legs and feet grey; thigh 

coverts yellowish green; tail blue; outer tail 

feather greenish blue. 

 

 

 

Size: 27 cm TL 

Family: Psittacidae 

SN: Prioniturus discurus 

English Name: Blue-crowned Racquet-

tail Parrot 

Description:  

Head and neck: Forehead and crown 

pale blue; head and throat yellowish green; 

eye brown; cere grey; bill bluish white. 

Body: Back and wing dark green; breast, 

abdomen and tail coverts yellowish green. 

Limbs and tail: Legs and feet grey; thigh 

coverts yellowish green; tail dark green; 

two long tail shafts end in black spatules. 
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Size: 29 cm TL 

Family: Psittacidae 

SN: Prioniturus luconensis 

English Name: Green Racquet-tail 

Parrot 

Description:  

Head and neck: bright yellowish green; 

eye dark brown; cere grey; bill bluish grey. 

Body: Back, rump and wing dark darker 

yellowish green; breast, abdomen and tail 

coverts yellowish green. 

Limbs and tail: Legs and feet bluish grey; 

thigh coverts yellowish green; tail dark 

green; outer tail feathers dark green;  two 

long tail shafts end in  bluish black spatules. 
 

 

Size: 27 cm TL 

Family: Psittacidae 

SN: Prioniturus platenae 

English Name: Blue-headed Racquet-tail 

Description:  

Head and neck: entire head turquoise blue 

(hooded); blue on head of female not as 

extensive; eye brown; bill pale greyish yellow. 

Body: Back and wing dull green; breast 

and upper abdomen greenish yellow with 

turquoise blue wash; lower abdomen and 

tail coverts greenish yellow. 

Limbs and tail: Legs and feet grey; tail 

pale green; two long tail shafts end in dark 

green spatules. 

 

 

Size: 27 cm TL 

Family: Psittacidae 

SN: Psephotus haematonotus 

English Name: Red-rumped Parrot 

Description:  

Head and neck: Male - Forehead, front 

of face, and throat turquoise blue; crown 

and nape yellowish green; cere grey; bill 

grey. 

Body: Male - Upper back (mantle) and lesser 

wing coverts greyish turquoise blue; median 

wing coverts grey with dull yellow edges; 

primaries dark grey with blue edges; lower 

back reddish orange; rump yellowish green;  
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breast yellowish green; abdomen yellow. 

Female - above dull brownish green; below 

yellowish green. 

Limbs and tail: tail greyish turquoise 

green with white tip; middle tail feathers 

greyish green. 

 

Size: 25 cm TL 

Family: Psittacidae 

SN: Pseudeos fuscata 

English Name: Dusky Lory 

Description:  

Head and neck: Forehead; front of face, 

throat, and nape dark greyish brown; 

crown yellowish orange; bare skin on 

lower bill orange; neck with yellow orange 

collar; eye orange; bill orange. 

Body: Above dark greyish brown; lower 

back with pale yellow patch; median and 

greater wing coverts brownish orange; 

breast with orange band; abdomen greyish 

orange.  

Limbs and tail: Legs and feet black; thigh 

greyish orange; tail purplish grey. 

 

 

 

Size: 38 cm TL 

Family: Psittacidae 

SN: Psittacula alexandri 

English Name: Red-breasted Parakeet 

Description:  

Head and neck: Head light bluish grey; 

thin line from cere to eye; nape green; 

throat with large black patch (bearded); bill 

orange with yellow tip; bill of female subsp. 

fasciata black. 

Body: Above green; wing coverts 

yellowish green to yellow; breast greyish 

pink; abdomen dull green; tail covert 

yellowish green.  

Limbs and tail: Legs and feet grey; tail 

yellow green; middle tail feathers turquoise 

blue. 
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Size: 37 cm TL 

Family: Psittacidae 

SN: Psittacula cyanocephala 

English Name: Plum-headed Parakeet 

Description:  

Head and neck: Male - Front of face 

reddish purple; hindcrown greyish purple; 

complete narrow collar black; lower nape 

bluish green; upper bill orange; lower bill 

black. Female - head greyish purple; neck 

collar incomplete ring, yellowish.  

Body: Overall yellowish green; wing 

coverts darker bluish green; reddish 

brown spot on lesser wing coverts. 

Limbs and tail: Legs and feet grey; tail 

long, blue with white tip. 

 

 

Size: 50 cm TL 

Family: Psittacidae 

SN: Psittacula derbiana 

English Name: Lord Derby's Parakeet 

Description:  

Head and neck: Forehead to eye with 

black band; throat with large black spot 

(bearded); Forecrown greyish blue; head 

bluish grey; nape greyyish green; upper bill 

orange with yellow tip (male), dark grey 

(female); lower bill black. 

Body: Back and wing greyish green; wing 

coverts yellowish green; breast and 

abdomen greyish purple. 

Limbs and tail: Legs and feet grey; tail 

long, turquoise blue; outer tail feathers 

green. 

 

 



 

 

210 

 

Size: 62 cm TL 

Family: Psittacidae 

SN: Psittacula eupatria 

English Name: Alexandrine Parakeet 

Description:  

Head and neck: Crown and face bright 

yellowish green; nape dull greyish green 

with black neck collar (male), without 

black collar (female); hindneck with broad 

pink band, absent (female); bill reddish 

orange with yellow tip. 

Body: Overall green; below lighter; lesser 

wing coverts long red patch.  

Limbs and tail: Legs and feet grey to 

yellowish orange; tail long, yellowish green. 

 

 

Size: 43 cm TL 

Family: Psittacidae 

SN: Psittacula krameri 

English Name: Rose-ringed Parakeet 

Description:  

Head and neck: Head yellowish green; 

nape light blue; hindneck with light pink 

band; female no blue and pink on nape; 

throat with black neck collar does not 

form a complete circle (male), very light 

grey (female); bill dark red with black tip; 

lower bill black.  

Body: Overall yellowish green; primaries 

dark green; female duller. 

Limbs and tail: Legs and feet light grey; 

tail long, yellowish green; middle tail 

feathers turquoise blue. 

 

 

Size: 19 cm TL 

Family: Psittacidae 

SN: Psittaculirostris desmarestii 

English Name: Large Fig Parrot 

Description:  

A small, stocky parrot; 18-19 cm TL; 108-

126 g. 

Head and neck: Forehead bright reddish 

orange; crown orange with yellow wash; 

face yellow (subsp desmarestii), orange 

(subsp blythii); below eye light blue patch; 

nape green; throat yellow; bill black. 
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Body: Above green; below yellowish 

green; breast with light blue band and 

orange brown band on the sides. 

Limbs and tail: Legs and feet grey; thigh 

yellowish green; tail short, green. 

 

Size: 31 cm TL 

Family: Psittacidae 

SN: Tanygnathus lucionensis 

English Name: Blue-naped Parrot 

Description:  

Head and neck: Forehead, lores, and 

sides of head bluish green; crown and nape 

bright blue; eye yellow (female); outer ring 

white, inner ring yellow (male); cere black; 

bill reddish orange with yellow tip. 

Body: Above and below yellowish green; 

wing green; wing coverts blue with yellow 

edges (scalloping pattern).  

Limbs and tail: Legs and feet greyish 

green to black; tail green. 

 

 

 

 

Size: 43 cm TL 

Family: Psittacidae 

SN: Tanygnathus megalorynchos 

English Name: Great-billed Parrot 

Description:  

Head and neck: Entire head bright green; 

bill large, red with orange tip; cere black; 

eye inner ring yellowish white, outer ring 

white. 

Body: Upper back green; lower back and 

rump bright light blue; breast and abdomen 

yellowish green; scapulars black with bluish 

green edges; wing coverts black with 

yellow sides; outer primaries blue. 

Limbs and tail: Legs and feet greenish 

dark grey; tail green with yellow tip. 
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Size: 32 cm TL 

Family: Psittacidae 

SN: Tanygnathus sumatranus 

English Name: Blue-backed Parrot 

Description:  

Head and neck: Head bright green; eye 

orange; cere dark grey; bill orange with 

lighter tip (male), white (female). 

Body: Upper back, breast and abdomen 

yellowish green; wing coverts green with 

yellow edges; lower back and rump bright 

greenish blue. 

Limbs and tail: Legs and feet greenish 

brown; tail green. 

 

 

 

 

Size: 30 cm TL 

Family: Psittacidae 

SN: Trichoglossus haematodus 

English Name: Coconut Lorikeet 

Description:  

Head and neck: Forehead, face, and 

throat blue to dark brown with light 

purple streaks; hindcrown dark brown; 

upper nape broad yellow band; lower nape 

dark green; eye dark orange; cere dark 

grey; bill reddish orange with orange tip. 

Body: Breast reddish orange with black or 

blue edges (scallopping pattern); abdomen 

is dark green; lower abdomen yellow with 

green scaling pattern. 

Limbs and tail: Legs and feet dark grey; 

thigh and undertail coverts yellow to 

orange with or without green scaling; tail 

green. 
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Size: 20 cm TL 

Family: Psittacidae 

SN: Trichoglossus johnstoniae 

English Name: Mindanao Lorikeet 

Description:  

Head and neck: Forehead, face and 

throat orange red; eye stripe from lore 

and through eye terminates at nape black; 

nape green; eye dark brown; cere black; 

bill orange. 

Body: Above green; breast and abdomen 

greenish yellow with green edges 

(scalloping pattern). 

Limbs and tail: Legs and feet dark grey; 

tail coverts yellowish green; tail green. 

 

 

 

 

Size: 46 cm TL 

Family: Psittacidae 

SN: Psittrichas fulgidus 

English Name: Pesquet's Parrot 

Description:  

Head and neck: Bare skin around face 

black; Head and neck black; faint small red 

spot behind eye (male), absent (female);  

throat black with grey edges (scalloping 

pattern); cere black; bill relatively long, 

raptor-like, black.  

Body: Above black; breast and upper 

abdomen black with grey edges (scalloping 

pattern); median and greater wing coverts, 

outer secondaries, and abdomen red. 

Limbs and tail: Legs and feet dark grey; 

tail black. 
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Size: 43 cm TL 

Family: Strigidae 

SN: Bubo philippensis 

English Name: Philippine Eagle Owl 

Description:  

A large owl; 40-43 cm TL. 

Head and neck: Face brown; crown and 

nape brown with broad dark brown streaks; 

ear tuft short; skin around eye black; eye 

bright yellow; bill dark grey at base, light 

yellowish grey at tip; hair-like feathers 

(bristles) around base of bill light brown with 

black tip.  

Body: Back and wing brown with dark 

brown edges; breast and abdomen light 

brown with broad dark brown streaks.  

Limbs and tail: Legs and feet light 

yellowish brown; tail short, brown. 

 

 

 

 

Size: 20 cm TL 

Family: Strigidae 

SN: Ninox philippensis 

English Name: Luzon Hawk Owl 

Description:  

A small boobook; 15-20 cm TL. 

Head and neck: Head brown; no ear 

tufts; whitish V-shaped eyebrows; rectal 

bristles greyish; eye orange yellow; bill 

greenish yellow. 

Body: Upper back dark brown, no 

markings; wing dark brown with white 

spots; breast light brown with broad 

brown streaks; abdomen light brown. 

Limbs and tail: Legs and feet dull yellow; 

tail dark brown with narrow bars. 
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Size: 29 cm TL 

Family: Strigidae 

SN: Otus megalotis 

English Name: Luzon Lowland Scops 

Owl 

Description:  

A medium owl; 23-28 cm TL; 200-310 g; 

occurs in greyish brown and reddish 

brown morphs. 

Head and neck: Face greyish brown or 

reddish brown; ear tufts present; whitish 

V-shaped eyebrows; eye yellowish brown 

or orange brown; bill light brown. 

Body: Above greyish brown with black 

barring; primaries with white bars breast 

and abdomen light brown. 

Limbs and tail: Legs and feet dull white 

to light greyish yellow; tail short, greyish 

brown. 

 

 

 

 

Size: 36 cm TL 

Family: Tytonidae 

SN: Tyto longimembris amauronota 

English Name: Philippine Grass Owl 

Description:  

 

A ground owl; limbs long in appearance; 

32-38 cm TL; 360-582 g. 

Head and neck: face distinct heart-

shaped, white; crown greyish brown with 

small white spots; neck light brown with 

small dark brown spots; eye dark brown; 

bill pinkish white.  

Body: Back and wing greyish brown with 

small white spots; wing coverts and flight 

feathers combination of brown and greyish 

brown, forming wing bars; breast and 

abdomen light brown with dark brown 

spots.    

Limbs and tail: Legs and feet white with 

dark greyish brown scales; tail white with 5 

to 6 greyish brown bars. 
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Size: 275 cm TL 

Family: Struthionidae 

SN: Struthio camelus 

English Name: Ostrich 

Description:  

 

A large flightless bird from Africa; 175-275 

cm in height; can weight more than 150 kg; 

unmistakable. 

Head and neck: Head relatively small; 

neck very long; head and neck grey (male), 

red (male, breeding color), greyish brown 

(female); eye brownish orange; bill grey.  

Body: Overall black (male), greyish brown 

(female); primaries white (male). 

Limbs and tail: Thigh bare skin grey or 

pink (male), greyish pink (female); tail 

white; legs and feet grey with pink scales; 2 

toes, inner larger.   
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SPECIES PROFILES 
 

MAMMALS 

Size: 220 cm SVL 

Family: Bovidae 

SN: Bubalus mindorensis 

English Name: Tamaraw 

Description:  

Head and neck: dark brown to brownish 

black; pair of horns short, triangular at base 

with pronounced grooves at base, close 

together, sharply pointed at tip, pointed 

backwards; ears moderate.  

Body: approximately the size of half-grown 

carabao; body covered with hair; 120 cm at 

shoulder height. 

Limbs and tail: tail up to knee. 

 

 

 

 

 

Size:150 cm SVL 

Family: Cervidae 

SN: Cervus mariannus 

English Name: Philippine Deer 

Description:  

Head and neck: medium to dark brown, 

coarse texture; antlers on males only, shed 

and regrown annually. 

Body: medium to dark brown; pale spots 

on back and sides (juvenile). 

Limbs and tail: limbs moderate, slender; 

tail short. 
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Size: 160 cm SVL  

Family: Suidae 

SN: Sus ahoenobarbus 

English Name: Palawan Bearded Pig 

Description:  

The only wild pig in Palawan faunal region.    

 

Head and neck: dark brown; hair thin and 

bristly; white hair on lower jaw and snout 

(male); snout elongated. 

Body: dark brown hair on body. 

Limbs and tail: tail short, dark brown. 

 

 

 

 

 

Size: 114 cm SVL 

Family: Suidae 

SN: Sus cebifrons 

English Name: Visayan Warty Pig 

Description:  

The only wild pig in west Visayan faunal 

region (Cebu, Guimaras, Masbate, Negros, 

Panay). 

Head and neck: dark grey to black; snout 

pointed; white bristles at base of snout and 

sides. 

Body: robust; dark grey to black with 

scattered white hair on sides and abdomen. 

Limbs and tail: limbs dark grey to black, 

moderate; tail moderate.  63 cm (male) and 

46 cm (female) at shoulder height. 
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Size: 135 cm SVL 

Family: Suidae 

SN: Sus philippensis 

English Name: Philippine Warty Pig 

Description:  

The only wild pig on Luzon.  

Head and neck: dark brown or black; 

longer bristly hair on shoulder, nape and 

head; tuft of white hair on top of head and  

on side of jaws; tusks and warts (skin-

covered bone on snout) conspicuous 

(male); snout elongated. 

Body: dark brown hair on body. 

Limbs and tail: tail short, brown. 

 

 

Size: 50 cm SVL 

Family: Tragulidae 

SN: Tragulus nigricans 

English Name: Balabac Mouse Deer 

Description:  

Head and neck: pointed snout, black; 

mixed of black and brown hair; brown 

above eye; eyes large; no horns; adults with 

conspicious canines; neck and chest with 

white stripes. 

Body: tiny deer-like animal; brown; back 

and sides with black hair with white base 

and black tip; 18 cm height at shoulder. 

Limbs and tail: limbs slender; feet small; 

tail short. 

 

 

Size: 49 cm SVL 

Family: Mephitidae 

SN: Mydaus marchei 

English Name: Palawan Stink Badger 

Description:  

Head and neck: dark brown to black; 

snout tapering, skin color; ears on the side 

of the head. 

Body: small and stout; dark brown to black; 

white fun on back to tail; odor strong and 

pungent; hindfoot 5.6 to 6.8 cm; tail 1.7 to 

4.0 cm. 

Limbs and tail: feet skin color; claws long, 

white, conspicious; short tail, 1.7 to 4.0 cm. 
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Size: 147 cm SVL 

Family: Ursidae 

SN: Helarctos malayanus 

English Name: Sun Bear 

Description:  

Head and neck: dark brown to black; fur 

short and dense; face and muzzle light 

brown; ears small, rounded.  

Body: dark brown to black; conspicious 

white or brown V-shaped marking on chest.   

Limbs and tail: claws long, non-

retractable, black; tail very short, 3 cm to 7 

cm. 

 

 

 

Size: 71 cm TL 

Family: Felidae 

SN: Prionailurus javanensis 

English Name: Sunda Leopard Cat 

Description:  

Head and neck: Dorsal dark line present 

above; eyes towards the back; small head 

with rounded ears and short white muzzle; 

ears black with white spots. 

Body: smaller than domestic cats; golden 

brown fur with brown spots on entire 

body; abdomen white from chin to the 

body; main fur coloration varies from light 

grey to yellowish brown. 

Limbs and tail: Limbs slender, long legs 

with webbed toes; lighter spots present in 

the legs; tail length14.5 to 23.5 cm, with 

distinct spots near the tip; hindfoot 8.5 to 

12 cm. 
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Size: 160 cm TL 

Family: Viverridae 

SN: Arctictis binturong 

English Name: Asian Bearcat 

Description:  

Head and neck: Head is short, big with 

slightly lighter fur and white whiskers; ear 

tufts long and protruding from small round 

ears; eyes reddish brown. 

Body: stout; entire body covered with long, 

coarse grey to black fur with grey to white 

tips. 

Limbs and tail: Tail long, thick, prehensile; 

same color as body; 56 to 89 cm. 

 

 

 

 

Size: 84 cm TL 

Family: Viverridae 

SN: Paradoxurus philippinensis 

English Name: Philippine Palm Civet 

Description:  

Head and neck: White mask across the 

forehead; a small white patch under each 

eye; a white spot on each side of the 

nostrils; narrow dark line between the eyes; 

muzzle and ears black; snout long and 

pointed, narrower than Prionailurus 

javanensis. 

Body: Long, stocky body is covered with 

coarse, shaggy grey fur; three rows of black 

markings on the body. 

Limbs and tail: hindfoot 6.2 to 7.0 cm; 

lower legs and tail black, without bands; tail 

length 34 to 41 cm. 
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Size: 90 cm TL 

Family: Viverridae 

SN: Viverra tangalunga 

English Name: Malayan Civet 

Description:  

Head and neck: Snout is long, rather 

pointed; bold black markings on the whitish 

throat. 

Body: Medium-sized civet; grey brown fur 

with mixture of stripes and spots; black 

spots that form rows over the back; a dark 

line extends along the back and onto the 

entire length of the tail. 

Limbs and tail: legs usually black; tail with 

alternating bands of black and nearly white 

fur; 15 black bands on tail; hindfoot longer 

than common palm civet, 8.9 to 10.5 cm; 

tail length 20.9 to 35 cm. 

 

 

 

 

 

Size: 90 cm TL 

Family: Mustelidae 

Scientific Name: Amblonyx cinerea 

English Name: Asian Small-clawed Otter 

Description:  

Head and neck: grey or brown; short and 

dense fur; chin and throat pale brown; head 

is broad; snout blunt. 

Body: grey or brown; abdomen paler than 

dorsal.  

Limbs and tail: feet webbed; tip of digits 

rounded; tail somewhat flattened covered 

with short, dense fur. 
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Size: 30 cm TL 

Family: Pteropodidae 

SN: Acerodon jubatus 

English Name: Golden-crowned Flying 

Fox 

Description:  

Head and neck: golden brown fur from 

top of head to nape or shoulders.  

Body: largest bat in the Philippines; wing 

membranes medium to dark brown with 

irregular pale and dark blotches. 

Limbs and tail: Forearm 18 to 19.5 cm; 

thumb thick and long (6.5 to 7.5 cm); no 

tail. 

 

 

 

 

Size: 16 cm SVL 

Family: Petauridae 

SN: Petaurus breviceps 

English Name: Sugar Glider 

Description:  

Head and neck: Head is stubby with large 

standing ears and pink nose; grey with dark 

stripe from the forehead towards the body; 

eyes round, slight protruding. 

Body: Fur fine and silky; grey with dark 

stripe on the back; abdomen white to pale 

yellow; females have stomach pouches, 

while males have scent gland on forehead 

(bald spot); 30 cm TL. 

Limbs and tail: forelegs and hindlegs 

connected by a patagium/gliding membrane 

on each side; wrist and ankle grey; hands 

and feet pink. 
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Size: 60 cm TL 

Family: Phalangeridae 

Scientific Name: Ailurops ursinus 

English Name: Sulawesi Bear Cuscus 

Description:  

Head and neck: dark greyish brown; fur 

above eyes light brown; face short; snout 

black; ears furry, small, brown. 

Body: dark greyish brown; short and dense 

fur; robust. 

Limbs and tail: forefeet with opposable 

digits; limbs black; tail black tip, prehensile. 

 

 

Size: 15 cm TL 

Family: Erinaceidae 

SN: Atelerix albiventris 

English Name: Four-toed Hedgehog 

Description:  

Head and neck: Head short, pointed, 

white; pointed snout brown to dark brown. 

Body: Body oval and is close to the ground; 

brown quills with white tip on back and 

sides; dorsal color brown to dark brown; 

ventral color white; females slightly larger 

than males. 

Limbs and tail: limbs short; tail very short. 

 

 

Size: 40 cm TL 

Family: Tachyglossidae 

SN: Zaglossus bruijnii 

English Name: Western Long-beaked 

Echidna 

Description:  

Head and neck: small head terminating in 

a cylindrical snout; eyes small but well-

developed; external ear canal is well-

disguised by hair and opens as a vertical slit; 

may or may not have pale fur on head. 

Body: Medium-sized, highly variable in 

color and density of its fur; dark brown to 

black; dorsal body and sides covered by 

long quills; quill color from almost entirely 

white, black with a white tip, or almost 

entirely black. 
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Limbs and tail: Legs and feet are stout; 

five clawed digits on forelimbs; four on 

hindlimbs, claws well-developed and 

flattened; all males and some females 

possess spurs on the medial part of tarsus. 

 

Size: 121 cm TL 

Family: Manidae 

SN: Manis culionensis 

English Name: Philippine Pangolin 

Description:  

Head and neck: Head elongated; sides of 

face and neck no scales, with some hair; and 

scales cover top of head; well-developed 

external ear; ears small, oriented on the 

side of the head; scales remain fairly 

uniform in size behind ears; skin is lighter 

color than scales; scales on nuchal region 

small. 

Body: Dorsal body covered with 

overlapping scales; scales light brown; 

median row of 28 to 32 scales on head and 

body; ventral with hair, no scales; rolls into 

a ball when threatened. 

Limbs and tail: Limbs robust; large claws 

on front feet larger; 28 to 32 scales along 

edge of tail; tail long, shorter than total of 

head and body length, prehensile, covered 

with scales. 

 

 

 

Size: 33 cm SVL 

Family: Lorisidae 

SN: Nycticebus menagensis 

English Name: Philippine Slow Loris 

Description:  

Head and neck: golden brown to greyish 

brown; face white; eyes large, ears small, 

very short; snout small, pointed; fur soft, 

dense and curly. 

Body: golden brown to greyish brown; 

covered with soft and dense fur. 

Limbs and tail: big toe fully opposable, 

hand-like; hindfoot 4.8 to 6.3 cm; tail very 

short, almost not visible, 1.5 to 2.5 cm. 
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Size: 120 cm TL 

Family: Cercopithecidae 

SN: Macaca fascicularis 

English Name: Long-tailed Macaque 

Description:  

Head and neck: backward direction on 

the crown in the head often forming a crest; 

ears black; muzzle light grey; prominent 

white markings on eyelids.  

Body: Dorsal dark brown with light golden 

tips; ventral light grey. 

Limbs and tail: Tail color ranges from 

dark grey to brown;  tail length 44 to 60 

cm. 

 

 

 

 

Size: 57 cm TL 

Family: Cercopithecidae 

SN: Macaca nigra 

English Name: Sulawesi Crested Black 

Macaque 

Description:  

Head and neck: Head black with crown 

hairs forming a crest; crest of the crown 

points backward; face black with thin hair. 

Body: Body hair black, dense, coarse, 

wooly; older males have grey and grizzled 

hair. Average adult weight ranges from 2.5 

kg (male) to 5.5 kg (female).  

Limbs and tail: Arms black; bright pink 

kidney-shaped buttocks (ischial callosities); 

tail small, approximately 2 cm long. 
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Size: 97 cm TL 

Family: Hominidae 

SN: Pongo pygmaeus 

English Name: Bornean Orangutan 

Description:  

Head and neck: reddish brown shaggy 

hair; face bare dark skin. 

Body: large-bodied; reddish brown shaggy 

hair. 

Limbs and tail: long limbs; no tail. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Size: 41 cm TL 

Family: Tarsiidae 

SN: Tarsius syrichta 

English Name: Philippine Tarsier 

Description:  

Head and neck: brown; very large round 

eyes; snout short, pointed; head round; ears 

moderate. 

Body: small-bodied, brown. 

Limbs and tail: hindlimbs longer than 

forelimbs; flattened pads at tip of digits; tail 

long and thin, with tuft of hair at tip; 25 cm. 
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Size: 60 cm TL 

Family: Hystricidae 

SN: Hystrix pumila 

English Name: Philippine Porcupine 

Description:  

Head and neck: short rounded head; eyes 

small; ears small 

Body: stocky; hair bristle-like; dorsal color 

dark brown to black with light speckles; 

abdomen brown to greyish white; long 

hollow quills are flattened. 

Limbs and tail: forefeet have four well- 

developed digits; hindfeet have five digits; 

tail quills have shorter open-ended quills 

that rattle loudly. 

 

 

Size: 75 cm TL 

Family: Muridae 

SN: Phloeomys cumingi 

English Name: Southern Luzon Giant 

Cloud Rat 

Description:  

Head and neck: dark brown fur; eyes and 

ears small; whiskers long. 

Body: a large-bodied rodent; dark brown 

to reddish brown, robust. 

Limbs and tail: dark brown; tail long and 

hairy; tail length 27.4 to 31.4 cm; hind foot 

7.4 to 8.5 cm. 

 

 

Size: 77 cm TL 

Family: Muridae 

SN: Phloeomys pallidus 

English Name: Northern Luzon Giant 

Cloud Rat 

Description:  

Head and neck: white to greyish brown; 

dark brown or black fur around eyes, ears, 

and neck.  

Body: a large-bodied rodent; white to pale 

greyish brown. 

Limbs and tail: Limbs white to greyish 

brown; hindfoot 8 to 9 cm; tail long and 

hairy, dark brown or black; tail length 32 to 

35 cm. 
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Size: 46 cm TL 

Family: Sciuridae 

SN: Callosciurus finlaysonii 

English Name: Variable squirrel 

Description:  

Head and neck: Head moderate in size, 

white or cream; ears rounded. 

Body: Dorsal grey; some subspecies from 

reddish brown, brown to black; ventral 

color cream. 

Limbs and tail: Limbs combination of 

white or cream and grey; tail grey, bushy, 

ltail ength almost equal to SVL. 

 

 

Size: 38 cm TL 

Family: Sciuridae 

SN: Sundasciurus steerii 

English Name: Southern Palawan Tree 

Squirrel 

Description:  

Head and neck: rusty brown dorsally; 

bright rusty orange ventrally; single pair of 

upper and lower incisors; ear 1.8 to 2.0 cm. 

Body: rusty brown. 

Limbs and tail: forefoot with 4 long claws, 

"thumb" very short; hindfoot 4.1 to 4.6 cm; 

tail long, bushy, 15 to 17 cm. 

 

 

 

Size: 62 cm TL 

Family: Macropodidae 

SN: Dorcopsis hageni 

English Name: White-striped Wallaby 

Description:  

Head and neck: dark grey, kangaroo-like; 

ears oriented on top of the head. 

Body: dark grey dorsally; white band on 

upper back; white ventrally. 

Limbs and tail: hindlegs significantly larger 

than forelegs; tail long, flattened, white tip. 
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SPECIES PROFILES 
 

INVERTEBRATES 

Size: 22 cm legspan (LS; measured from 

tip of anterior leg to tip of posterior leg in 

straight length) 

Family: Theraphosidae 

SN: Acanthoscurria geniculata 

English Name: Brazilian Whiteknee 

Tarantula 

Description:  

Head and body: body size 9 cm; uniform 

dark brown to black. 

Limbs: black; leg segments with white 

bands. 

 

 

Size 15 cm LS 

Family: Theraphosidae 

SN: Aphonopelma seemanni 

English Name: Costa Rican Zebra 

Tarantula 

Description:  

Head and body: uniform black. 

Limbs: black; legs with white stripes. 

 

 

Size: 15 cm LS 

Family: Theraphosidae 

SN: Avicularia avicularia 

English Name: Pink-toed Tarantula 

Description:  

Head and body: cepalothoroax deep 

metallic bluish green; abdomen reddish 

brown. 

Limbs: legs black or greenish blue; tarsus 

tips pink. 
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Size: 15 cm LS 

Family: Theraphosidae 

SN: Tliltocatl albopilosum 

English Name: Curlyhair Tarantula 

Description:  

Head and body: cephalothorax brown or 

black; abdomen black. 

Limbs:  black; with long, curled brown 

setae (hair) on legs. 

 

 

 

Size: 18 cm LS 

Family: Theraphosidae 

SN: Brachypelma auratum 

English Name: Mexican Flameknee 

Tarantula 

Description:  

Head and body: uniform black; margin of 

cephalothorax light brown. 

Limbs:  femur jet black; patella bright 

reddish orange; segments of patella, tibia 

and metatarsus light brown. 

 

 

 

 

Size: 15 cm LS 

Family: Theraphosidae 

SN: Brachypelma boehmei 

English Name: Mexican Fireleg Tarantula 

Description:  

Head and body: cephalothorax orange 

with black marking anteriorly; abdomen 

black. 

Limbs: femur jet black; patella to 

metatarsus bright to pale orangey; tarsus 

black. 
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Size: 12 cm LS 

Family: Theraphosidae 

Scientific Name: Brachypelma emilia 

English Name: Mexican Redleg Tarantula 

Description:  

Head and body: cephalothorax light 

brown with inverted black triangular 

marking anteriorly; abdomen black with 

brown setae (hair). 

Limbs: black except metatarsus which can 

be orange or pink. 

 

 

 

Size: 14 cm LS 

Family: Theraphosidae 

SN: Brachypelma hamorii  

English Name: Mexican Redknee 

Tarantula 

Description:  

Head and body: overall black; 

cephalothorax margin black or reddish 

brown; abdomen with brown setae (hair); 

body length 4.6 to 5.2 cm. 

Limbs: patella deep orange; tibia pale 

yellowish orange on lower part; metatarsal 

yellowish white on lower part. 

 

 

 

Size: 16 cm LS 

Family: Theraphosidae 

SN: Brachypelma vagans 

English Name: Mexican Redrump 

Tarantula 

Description:  

Head and body: uniform black; 

cephalothorax margin light brown or black; 

abdomen with reddish brown setae (hair). 

Limbs: femur jet black; rest of legs appear 

grey due to setae (hair). 
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Size:13 cm LS 

Family: Theraphosidae 

Scientific Name: Ceratogyrus darlingi 

English Name: Rear Horned Baboon 

Tarantula 

Description:  

Head and body: greyish brown to black; 

lighter than abdomen with a conspicious 

black horn on cephalothorax is present. 

Limbs: greyish brown to black; joints may 

be light brown in color. 

 

Size: 15 cm LS 

Family: Theraphosidae 

SN: Ceratogyrus marshalli 

English Name: Straight Horned Baboon 

Tarantula 

Description:  

Head and body: cephalothorax jet black 

with radiating light brown narrow lines 

black horn on cephalothorax pointed 

straight up; abdomen dark brown with 

black spots. 

Limbs: femur jet black; rest of leg 

brownish black. 

 

 

Size: 11 cm LS 

Family: Theraphosidae 

SN: Chromatopelma cyaneopubescens 

English Name: Green Bottle Blue 

Tarantula 

Description:  

Head and body: cephalothorax metallic 

bluish green; abdomen orange with or 

without black markings. 

Limbs: Legs metallic blue except tarsus; 

setae on legs brown. 
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Size: 13 cm LS 

Family: Theraphosidae 

SN: Cyriopagopus lividus 

English Name: Cobalt Blue Tarantula 

Description:  

Head and body: cephalothorax grey or 

brown; abdomen dark blue. 

Limbs: femur jet black; rest of legs blue. 

 

 

 

Size: 13 cm LS 

Family: Theraphosidae 

SN: Cyriopagopus minax 

English Name: Thailand Black Tarantula 

Description:  

Head and body: light brown to black; 

abdomen may have median stripe and 

diagonal markings on each side. 

Limbs: dark grey or black; tip of tasus 

may be light brown. 

 

 

 

Size: 20 cm LS 

Family: Theraphosidae 

SN: Grammostola pulchra 

English Name: Brazilian Black Tarantula 

Description:  

Head and body: heavy-bodied; uniform 

black. 

Limbs: femur jet black; rest of the legs 

appear grey due to setae (hair). 
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Size: 22 cm LS 

Family: Theraphosidae 

SN: Grammostola pulchripes 

English Name: Chaco Golden Knee 

Tarantula 

Description:  

Head and body: heavy-bodied; uniform 

black. 

Limbs: femur jet black; rest of legs black 

covered with brown setae (hair); patella 

and tibia with median light brown stripe. 

 

 

 

Size: 12 cm LS 

Family: Theraphosidae 

SN: Grammostola rosea 

English Name: Chilean Rose Hair 

Tarantula 

Description:  

Head and body: cephalothorax reddish 

brown; abdomen dark brown with long 

setae. 

Limbs: femur dark brown; rest of legs 

dark brown but appears light brown due 

to long setae (hair). 

 

 

 

Size: 13 cm LS 

Family: Theraphosidae 

SN: Heteroscodra maculata 

English Name: Togo Starburst Tarantula 

Description:  

Head and body: light brown to light 

grey; center of cephalothorax with black 

marking; abdomen with black spots. 

Limbs: light brown or light grey; patella 

with median black stripe; metatarsus and 

tarsus with small black spot. 
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Size: 20 cm LS 

Family: Theraphosidae 

SN: Hysterocrates gigas 

English Name: Giant Baboon Tarantula 

Description:  

Head and body: brown, grey or black; 

abdomen oval in shape; no urticating hairs 

on abdomen. 

Limbs: femur black; rest of legs brown 

with long setae (hair). 

 

 

Size: 25 cm LS 

Family: Theraphosidae 

SN: Lasiodora parahybana 

English Name: Brazilian Salmon 

Tarantula 

Description:  

Head and body: uniform black; 

cephalothorax margin light brown; 

abdomen black with brown setae. 

Limbs: femur black; patella with two 

parallel light brown stripes; legs covered 

with long setae. 

 

 

 

Size: 15 cm LS 

Family: Theraphosidae 

SN: Orphnaecus philippinus 

English Name: Philippine Orange 

Tarantula 

Description:  

Head and body: uniform orange. 

Limbs: uniform orange; tibia, metatarsus 

and tarsus elongated. 
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Size: 18 cm LS 

Family: Theraphosidae 

SN: Poecilotheria fasciata 

English Name: Sri Lankan Ornamental 

Tarantula 

Description:  

Head and body: 6 to 7 cm; 

cephalothorax light grey, black oblong with 

base color center; abdomen grey, oblong 

marking with pale brown center. 

Limbs: legs alternating black and light 

brown marking; first and second leg femur 

with yellow marking. 

 

 

Size: 18 cm LS 

Family: Theraphosidae 

SN: Poecilotheria regalis 

English Name: Indian Ornamental 

Tarantula 

Description:  

Head and body: 6 to 7 cm; 

cephalothorax grey, with narrow black 

irregular and narrow oblong marking, 

margin purplish; abdomen grey, light 

colored marking with wavy pattern 

posteriorly. 

Limbs: legs alternating black and light 

brown marking; first and second leg femur 

with pale yellow marking. 

 

 

 

Size: 15 cm LS 

Family: Theraphosidae 

SN: Pterinochilus murinus 

English Name: Mombasa Golden 

Starburst Tarantula 

Description:  

Head and body: bright dark orange; 

cephalothorax with black starbust pattern. 

Limbs: bright dark orange; setae orange. 
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Size: 28 cm LS 

Family: Theraphosidae 

SN: Theraphosa blondi 

English Name: Goliath Birdeater 

Tarantula 

Description:  

Head and body: large; body size 10 cm; 

uniform golden brown to dark brown. 

Limbs: no tibial spurs; long setae (hair) on 

legs. 

 

 

 

Size: 6 cm TL (measured from chela to 

tail in straight length) 

Family: Buthidae 

SN: Isometrus maculatus 

English Name: Lesser Brown Scorpion 

Description:  

Head and body: yellowish brown with 

dark markings. 

Limbs: pedipalps and legs yellowish brown 

with small dark spots; metasoma yellowish 

brown, dark marking posteriorly on each 

segment. 

 

 

 

Size: 8 cm TL 

Family: Buthidae 

SN: Leiurus quinquestriatus 

English Name: Deathstalker Scorpion 

Description:  

Head and body: Head and abdomen 

greyish; metasoma 1st to 4th segment light 

yellow, 5th black; telson (venom bulb) 

bright yellow. 

Limbs: light yellow; slender. 
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Size: 11 cm TL 

Family: Buthidae 

SN: Parabuthus transvaalicus 

English Name: South African Thick-tailed 

Scorpion 

Description:  

Head and body: uniform dark brown to 

black; abdomen robust, flattened. 

Limbs: pedipalp slender, black; tip of chela 

brown; legs black; metasoma bulbous. 

 

 

 

Size: 12 cm TL 

Family: Scorpionidae 

SN: Heterometrus longimanus  

English Name: Giant Asian Forest 

Scorpion 

Description:  

Head and body: uniform bluish black. 

Limbs: chela large, black; metasoma 

segment 1 to 4, round, 5th longer; telson 

brown. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Size: 20 cm TL 

Family: Scorpionidae 

SN: Pandinus imperator 

English Name: Emperor Scorpion 

Description:  

Head and body: uniform black; green or 

bluish under ultraviolet light. 

Limbs: chela very large, black. 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 



 

 

 


