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I. INTRODUCTION 

 

Wildlife Trafficking is now a transnational crime alongside illegal drug trafficking and 

trafficking of humans. Some of the drivers in buying and selling illegally traded flora and 

fauna are the beliefs that they bring fortune, good luck, and cure illness or bring good 

health. In some cases, according to United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime (UNODC)  

report, “money goes to financing terrorism and contributing to instability. These crimes 

are also closely interlinked with money-laundering, corruption, murder and extreme 

violence.”1   

 

In the Philippines, illegal wildlife trade remains to be a major challenge to our law 

enforcers, thus there is a need for continuing efforts to build and strengthen the capacity of 

government law enforcers to address this threat. Government law enforcers should be able 

to constantly monitor, effectively investigate for case build-up, efficiently apprehend and 

prosecute illegal traders. In this report, an inventory of  existing trainings, curriculum, and 

modules on Wildlife Law Enforcement offered and/or organized by the Government of the 

Philippines through its concerned law enforcement agencies will be shown and discussed. 

Trainings offered by some international institutions or government bodies will likewise be 

discusssed. At this point however, it should be emphasized that curriculum and module for 

these trainings are not publicly available due to proprietary considerations. In addition, 

these are the items that come within the term “appropriateness” mentioned by TK in its 

proposal. It may not be appropriate to include in this public document the contents - through 

the curriculum or module, of the trainings that these institutions teach to law enforces of 

the different states. The different law enforcement techniques and approaches will be 

uncovered at the expense of jeopardizing the government’s work and effort to address 

wildlife crime.    

 

II. OBJECTIVES 

 

To conduct an inventory of existing trainings and modules on Wildlife Law Enforcement 

with the end in view of  identifying the module/s that needs to be developed under this 

project. 

 

III. SCOPE AND LIMITATION 

 

This report focuses on the training programs, curriculum and modules on Wildlife Law 

Enforcement and discusses only a portion of Environmental Law Enforcement in general. 

It is also limited to the existing training programs, curriculum and modules of the following 

select law enforcement agencies, institutions and branches of the government – a.) 

Department of Environment and Natural Resources (DENR); b.) Department of Interior 

and Local Government (DILG) through the Local Government Academy (LGA); c.) 

 
1 https://www.unodc.org/unodc/en/wildlife-and-forest-crime/overview.html 
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Department of Justice (DOJ); d.) the judiciary through the Philippine Judicial Academy 

(PHILJA); e.) Philippine National Police (PNP) through the PNP Academy (PNPA) and 

School of Investigation and Detective Development (SIDD); f.) Department of Agriculture 

- Bureau of Fisheries and Aquatic Resources (DA-BFAR); g.) Bureau of Customs (BOC); 

h.) Philippine Coast Guard (PCG); i.) Philippine Ports Authority (PPA); j.) Cebu Ports 

Authority (CPA); k.) National Bureau of Investigation (NBI); l.) Manila International 

Airport Authority (MIAA); and m.) Mactan Cebu International Airport Authority 

(MCIAA). 

 

IV. METHODOLOGY 

 

A. Use of questionnaire (see CTNA form) 

 

B. Focus Group Discussion. On 22 January 2020, the Project conducted a project 

orientation, focus group discussion, and a survey, to determine the existing training 

programs, curriculum, and modules on Wildlife Law Enforcement of the select law 

enforcement agencies.2 It was attended by the representatives from the Training Division 

of the following – a.) Philippine Ports Authority Training Institute (PPATI); b.) DOJ - 

National Prosecution Service (NPS) c.) Local Governance Training and Development 

Division (LGTDD)- LGA of the DILG; d.) Marine Environmental Protection Command-

Marine Environmental Protection Institute (MEPCOM-MEPTI) of the PCG; e.) PNPA- 

Academics; f.) DENR-Biodiversity Management Bureau (BMB); and g.) DA-BFAR. The 

result of the survey is incorporated in this report. 

 

C. Key informant interview. Interviews were conducted with those involved in the 

implementation of projects that have environmental and wildlife law enforcement 

components such as the USAID-Bwiser, USAID-Protect Wildlife and USAID Partnership 

for Biodiversity Conservation 3. 

 

D. Identification of mandates pertinent to wildlife law enforcement. The purpose of this 

approach is to determine and identify the appropriate training/s and later on identify 

whether a module or modules exist for the said training/s/   

 

 

V. MANDATES OF THE CONCERNED GOVERNMENT AGENCIES PERTINENT TO 

WILDLIFE LAW ENFORCEMENT 

 

A. Department of Environment and Natural Resources (DENR)  

 

1. Executive Order No. 192: “Providing for the Reorganization of the Department of 

Environment, Energy and Natural Resources, Renaming it as the Department of 

Environment and Natural Resources, and for Other Purposes” 

 
2 A copy of the Questionnaire is attached hereto as Annex “A”. 
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SECTION 4. Mandate. The Department shall be the primary government agency 

responsible for the conservation, management, development and proper use of the country’s 

environment and natural resources, specifically forest and grazing lands, mineral resources, 

including those in reservation and watershed areas, and lands of the public domain, as well as the 

licensing and regulation of all natural resources as may be provided for by law in order to ensure 

equitable sharing of the benefits derived therefrom for the welfare of the present and future 

generations of Filipinos. 

XXXX 

SECTION 5. Powers and Functions. To accomplish its mandate, the Department shall 

have the following powers and functions: 

XXX 

(b) Formulate, implement, and supervise the government’s policies, plans and programs 

pertaining to the management, conservation, development, use and replenishment of the country’s 

natural resources; 

(k) Assume responsibility for the assessment, development, protection, conservation, 

licensing and regulation as provided for by law, where applicable, of all natural resources; the 

regulation and monitoring of service contractors, licensees, lessees, and permittees for the 

extraction, exploration, development and utilization of natural resource products; the 

implementation of programs and measures with the end in view of promoting close collaboration 

between the government and the private sector; the effective and efficient classification and sub-

classification of lands of the public domain; and the enforcement of natural resources laws, rules 

and regulations; 

(l) Promulgate rules, regulations and guidelines on the issuance of co-production, joint 

venture or production sharing agreements, licenses, permits, concessions, leases and such other 

privileges and arrangement concerning the development, exploration and utilization of the 

country’s natural resources and shall continue to oversee, supervise and police our natural 

resources; to cancel or cause to cancel such privileges and arrangements upon failure, non-

compliance or violations of any regulations, orders, and for all other causes which are in 

furtherance of the conservation of natural resources and supportive of the national interests; 

XXXX 

(s) Exercise other powers and functions and perform such other acts as may be necessary, 

proper or incidental to the attainment of its mandates and objectives. 

SECTION 21. Functions of Environment and Natural Resources Regional Office. 

Environment and Natural Resources Regional Offices shall be located in the identified regional 

capitals and shall have the following functions, but not limited to: 
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(a) Implement laws, policies, plans, programs, projects, rules and regulations of the 

Department to promote the sustainability and productivity of natural resources, social equity in 

natural resource utilization and environmental protection. 

 xxx 

(c) Coordinate with regional offices of other departments, offices, agencies in the region 

and local government units in the enforcement of natural resource conservation laws and 

regulations, and in the formulation/implementation of natural resources programs and projects; 

 

2. Executive Order 292, Title XIV 

 

Section 4. Powers and Functions. - The Department shall: 

 

Xxx  xxx  xxx 

 

(2) Formulate, implement and supervise the implementation of the government's policies, 

plans and programs pertaining to the management, conservation, development, use and 

replenishment of the country's natural resources; 

 

 

3. Republic Act 9147 otherwise known as the Wildlife Resources Conservation and 

Protection  Act (RA 9147) 

 

Section 4. Jurisdiction of the Department of Environment and Natural Resources and the 

Department of Agriculture.  The Department of Environment and Natural Resources 

(DENR) shall have jurisdiction over all terrestrial plant and animal species, all turtles and 

tortoises and wetland species, including but not limited to crocodiles, waterbirds and all 

amphibians and dugong. xxxx 

 

   Xxx   xxx  xxx 

 

Section 30. Deputation of Wildlife Enforcement Officers. - The Secretary shall deputize 

wildlife enforcement officers from non-government organizations, citizens groups, 

community organizations and other volunteers who have undergone necessary training for 

this purpose. The Philippine National Police (PNP), the Armed Forces of the Philippines 

(AFP), the National Bureau of Investigation (NBI) and other law enforcement agencies 

shall designate wildlife enforcement officers. As such, the wild enforcement officers shall 

have the full authority to seize illegally traded wildlife and to arrest violators of this Act 

subject to existing laws, rules and regulations on arrest and detention. 

 

B. National Bureau of Investigation (NBI)  

 

1. Republic Act No. 10687 otherwise known as the National Bureau of Investigation and 

Reorganization Act.  
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Section 4. Powers and Functions. The NBI shall have the following powers and functions:  

 

(a) Undertake investigation and detection of crimes and offenses enumerated under 

Section 5 hereof;  

 

(b) Issue subpoena for the appearance of any person for investigation or production of 

documents, through its officers from the ranks of Regional Director to Director;  

 

xxx.  

 

(d) Render technical assistance to government agencies and instrumentalities, when 

requested;  

 

 xxx 

 

(g) Establish and  maintain a Forensic and Scientific Research Center which shall serve 

as the primary center for forensics and scientific research in furtherance of scientific 

knowledge in criminal investigation, detection, evidence collection and 

preservation, and provide the necessary training therefor;  

 

(h) Establish and maintain a Cyber Investigation and Assessment Center which shall 

serve as nerve center for computer information technologies, data on cybercrime 

calls, computer intrusion, threats, and other related crimes or activities.  

 

xxx 

 

(k) Conduct intelligence operations in furtherance of the foregoing functions.  

 

Section 5.  Jurisdiction. The NBI shall have primary jurisdiction to undertake 

investigations in the following cases: 

 

xxx 

 

(d) Violations of Republic Act No. 10175, otherwise known as the “Cybercrime Prevention 

Act.” 

 

xxx 

 

(h) Transnational crimes pursuant to existing international agreements.  

 

  

2. Wildlife Resources Conservation Act (R.A. 9147) 

 

Section 30. Deputation of Wildlife Enforcement Officers. - The Secretary shall deputize 

wildlife enforcement officers from non-government organizations, citizens groups, 

community organizations and other volunteers who have undergone necessary training for 
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this purpose. The Philippine National Police (PNP), the Armed Forces of the Philippines 

(AFP), the National Bureau of Investigation (NBI) and other law enforcement agencies 

shall designate wildlife enforcement officers. As such, the wild enforcement officers shall 

have the full authority to seize illegally traded wildlife and to arrest violators of this Act 

subject to existing laws, rules and regulations on arrest and detention. 

 

C. Philippine National Police (PNP)  

 

1. Republic Act No. 6975 otherwise known as An Act Establishing the Philippine National 

Police Under a Reorganized Department of the Interior and Local Government, and for 

other Purposes 

 

Section 24. Powers and Functions. The PNP shall have the following powers and 

functions: 

 

(a) Enforce all laws and ordinances relative to the protection of lives and properties; 

 

(b) Maintain peace and order and take all necessary steps to ensure public safety; 

 

(c) Investigate and prevent crimes, effect the arrest of criminal offenders, bring 

offenders to justice and assist in their prosecution; 

 

(d) Exercise the general powers to make arrest, search and seizure in accordance with 

the Constitution and pertinent laws; 

 

(e) Detain an arrested person for a period not beyond what is prescribed by law, 

informing the person so detained of all his rights under the Constitution;  

 

xxx 

 

(h) Perform such other duties and exercise all other functions as may be provided by 

law. 

 

2. Wildlife Resources Conservation and Protection  Act (R.A. 9147) 

 

Section 30. Deputation of Wildlife Enforcement Officers. - The Secretary shall deputize 

wildlife enforcement officers from non-government organizations, citizens groups, 

community organizations and other volunteers who have undergone necessary training for 

this purpose. The Philippine National Police (PNP), the Armed Forces of the Philippines 

(AFP), the National Bureau of Investigation (NBI) and other law enforcement agencies shall 

designate wildlife enforcement officers. As such, the wild enforcement officers shall have 

the full authority to seize illegally traded wildlife and to arrest violators of this Act subject 

to existing laws, rules and regulations on arrest and detention. (underscoring supplied) 

  

D. Philippine Coast Guard (PCG) 
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1. Philippines Coast Guard Law of 2009 (RA 9993) 

 

Section 3. Powers and Functions. - The PCG shall have the following powers and 

functions: 

Xxx    xxx   xxx  

 

(n). Enforce laws and promulgate and administer rules and regulations for the protection 

of marine environment and resources from offshore sources or pollution within the 

maritime jurisdiction of the Philippines  

 

xxx 

(p) To grant, within the capabilities and consistent with its mandate, requests for assistance 

of other government agencies in the performance of their functions; 

E. Bureau of Customs (BOC) 

 

1. Customs Modernization and Tariff Act (RA 10863) 

 

Section 202. Functions of the Bureau – The bureau shall exercise the following duties and 

functions: 

 

Xxx    xxx   xxx  

 

 (c) Border control to prevent entry of smuggled goods; 

 

 (d) Prevention and suppression of smuggling and other customs fraud 

 

(f) Supervision and control over the entrance and clearance of vessels and aircraft engaged   

in foreign commerce; 

 

(h) Supervision and control on all import and export cargoes, landed or stored in piers, 

airports, terminal facilities, including container yards and freight stations for the protection 

of government revenue and prevention of entry of contraband 

 

(k) Enforcement of this Act and all other laws, rules and regulations related to customs 

administration. 

 

F. Department of Agriculture – Bureau of Fisheries and Aquatic Resources 

 

1. The Philippine Fisheries Code of 1998 (RA 8550) 

 

Section 65. Functions of the Bureau of Fisheries and Aquatic Resources. - As a line bureau, 

the BFAR shall have the following functions: 
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Xxx    xxx   xxx  

(n) enforce all laws, formulate and enforce all rules and regulations governing the 

conservation and management of fishery resources, except in municipal waters, and to 

settle conflicts of resource use and allocation in consultation with the NFARMC, LGUs 

and local FARMCs 

G. Department of Justice (DOJ) – National Prosecution Service 

Serve as the government's prosecution arm and administers the government's criminal 

justice system by investigating crimes, prosecuting offenders and overseeing correctional system. 

(EO 292) 

H. Local Government Units (LGU) 

Ensure the preservation and enhancement of culture, promotion of health and safety, right 

of people to a balanced ecology, development of technological capabilities, improvement of public 

morals, economic prosperity and social justice. (RA No. 7160 otherwise known as the Local 

Government Code of the Philippines).  

I. Philippine Ports Authority 

 

1. Revised Charter of the Philippine Ports Authority (Presidential Decree No. 857) 

(a) The corporate duties of the Authority shall be: 

Xxx              xxx               xxx 

ii. To supervise, control, regulate, construct, maintain, operate, and provide such 

facilities or services as are necessary in the ports vested in, or belonging to the 

Authority. 

iii. To prescribe rules and regulations, procedures, and guidelines governing the 

establishment, construction, maintenance, and operation of all other ports, 

including private ports in the country. 

iv. To license, control, regulate, supervise any construction or structure within any 

Port District. 

Xxx              xxx               xxx 

ix. To provide or assist in the provision of training programs and training facilities 

for its staff or staff of port operators and users for the efficient discharge of its 

functions, duties, and responsibilities. 

x. To perform such acts or provide such services as may be deemed proper or 

necessary to carry out and implement the provisions of this Decree.  
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J. Civil Aviation Authority of the Philippines (CAAP) 

1. Civil Aviation Authority Act of 2008 (Republic Act No. 9497) 

 

SECTION 24. Powers of the Board. — The Board shall have the following general powers: 

(a) Provide comprehensive policy guidance for the promotion and development of 

the Philippine aviation industry, as provided for in this Act; 

(b)Ensure that the Authority performs its functions in a proper, efficient and 

effective manner; 

Xxx              xxx               xxx 

(j) Promulgate rules and regulations as may be necessary in the interest of safety in 

air commerce pertaining to the issuance of the airman’s certificate including the licensing 

of operating and mechanical personnel, type certificate for aircraft, aircraft engines, 

propellers and appliances, airworthiness certificates, air carrier operating certificates, air 

agency certificates, navigation facility and aerodrome certificates; air traffic routes; radio 

and aeronautical telecommunications and air navigation aids; aircraft accident inquiries; 

aerodromes, both public and private-owned; construction of obstructions to aerodromes; 

height of buildings; antennae and other edifices; registration of aircrafts; search and rescue; 

facilitation of air transports; operations of aircrafts, both for domestic and international, 

including scheduled and non-scheduled; meteorology in relation to civil aviation; rules of 

the air; air traffic services; rules for prevention of collision of aircrafts; identification of 

aircraft; rules for safe altitudes of flight; and such other rules and regulations, standards, 

governing other practices, methods and/or procedures as the Director General may find 

necessary and appropriate to provide adequately for safety regularity and efficiency in air 

commerce and air navigation; 

(k) Impose and fix reasonable charges and fees for the use of government 

aerodromes or air navigation facilities; for services rendered by the Authority in the rating 

of any aerodrome or air navigation facilities, civil aviation schools and instructors, aircraft 

repair stations, and aircraft radio and aeronautical telecommunications stations; 

(l) Fix the reasonable charges to be imposed in the use of privately-owned air 

navigation facilities and aerodromes; 

Xxx              xxx               xxx 

(r) Formulate rules and regulations concerning compliance of the carrier and the 

public for the safe transport of goods and materials by air pursuant to international 

standards or Annexes to the Chicago Convention; and 

(s) In coordination with the appropriate government agency tasked to provide 

airport security, shall: 
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(1) Prescribe reasonable regulation requiring that all passengers and all 

property intended to be carried in the aircraft cabin in commercial air 

transport be screened by weapon-detecting procedure or facilities employed 

or operated by employees or agents of the air operator or foreign air operator 

prior to boarding the aircraft for such transportation; 

 

(2) Prescribe such other reasonable rules and regulations requiring such parties, 

methods and procedures as the Director General may find necessary to 

protect persons and property aboard aircraft operating in commercial air 

transport against acts of criminal violence and aircraft piracy; and 

 

(3) To the extent practicable, require uniform procedures for the inspection, 

detention, and search of persons and property in domestic commercial air 

transport and international commercial air transport to assure their safety 

and to assure that they will receive courteous and efficient treatment by air 

operators and their agents and employees. 

SECTION 25. Issuance of Rules and Regulations. — The Board, in consultation with 

the Director General, shall issue and provide for the enforcement of such orders, rules and 

regulations as may be necessary to give effect to the provisions of this Act. All rules and 

regulations issued in accordance with the provisions of this Act shall be formally promulgated and 

periodically reviewed and updated in accordance with the requirements of the Administrative Code 

of the Philippines or any amendment or successor thereto and the International Civil Aviation 

Organization Standards and Recommended Practices. Pending the promulgation of such new rules 

and regulations, the current rules and regulations of the ATO shall continue to apply. 

SECTION 26. Setting of Charges and Fees. — The Board, after consultation with the 

Director General, and after public hearing, shall determine, fix, impose, collect or receive 

reasonable charges, fees, dues or assessments in respect of aviation certificates, licenses and all 

other authorizations or permissions authorized to be issued under this Act and all services 

performed by the Authority. All charges and fees shall be formally promulgated in accordance 

with the requirements of the Administrative Code of the Philippines or any amendment or 

successor thereto. Pending the promulgation of such new schedule of charges and fees, the current 

charges and fees of the ATO shall continue to apply. 

 

K. Manila International Airport Authority (MIAA) 

 

1.Charter of the Manila International Airport Authority (Executive Order No. 778) 

Sec. 5. Functions, Powers and Duties. The AUTHORITY shall have the following 

functions, powers and duties: 
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(a) To formulate, in coordination with the Bureau of Air Transportation and other 

appropriate government agencies, a comprehensive and integrated policy and program for 

the AIRPORT and other airports in the Philippines, subject to the approval of the Minister 

of Transportation and Communications, and to implement, review and upgrade such policy 

and program periodically; 

(b) To control, supervise, construct, maintain, operate and provide such facilities or 

services as shall be necessary for the efficient functioning of the AIRPORT; 

(c) To promulgate rules and regulations governing the planning, development, 

maintenance, operation and improvement of the AIRPORT, and to control and supervise 

the construction of any structure or the rendition of any service within the AIRPORT; 

Sec. 6. Police Authority. The AUTHORITY shall have the power to exercise such police 

authority as may be necessary within its premises or area of operation to carry out its functions 

and attain its purposes and objectives, without prejudice to the exercise of functions within the 

same premises by the Ministry of National Defense through the Aviation Security Command 

(AVSECOM) as provided in LOI 961; Provided, That the AUTHORITY may request the 

assistance of law enforcement agencies, including request for deputization as may be required. 

Such police authority shall be exercised in connection with the following, among others: 

(a) Maintenance of security to passengers, cargoes, aircraft, airport equipment, 

structures, facilities, personnel, funds and documents; 

(b) Regulating the entry to, exit from and movement within the AIRPORT; 

(c) Maintenance of peace and order within the premises of the AUTHORITY in 

coordination with local police authorities and other authorized peace-keeping entities 

within the AIRPORT; 

(d) Regulation and supervision of private security agencies operating in the Airport; 

and 

(e) Enforcement of rules and regulations promulgated by the Authority pursuant to 

law. 

 

L. Cebu Ports Authority (CPA) 

 

1. Charter of the Cebu Port Authority (Republic Act No. 7621) 
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Sec. 9. Powers and Functions of the Commission. — The powers and functions of the Cebu Port 

Commission shall be as follows: 

 

(a) To manage, administer, operate, maintain, improve and develop, coordinate and 

otherwise govern the activities of all the ports within its territorial jurisdiction; 

Xxx              xxx               xxx 

(g) To prescribe and enforce rules and regulations on the use wharves, piers and 

anchorages by ships and other watercraft. 

 

VI.  Result of Inventory 

 

This portion enumerates and discusses the different trainings organized and/or provided by 

different agencies and institutions as well as the existing curriculum and modules that these 

agencies use in their trainings. The portion on the training is arranged per agency or institution. It 

is likewise classified into national or international trainings.  

  

A. Trainings  
 

1. National   

 

a. Department of Environment and Natural Resources - Biodiversity Management Bureau 

(DENR-BMB) 

 

A major mandate of the Agency is conservation of wildlife and to recommend programs 

for conservation of the same. To date, BMB has implemented three kinds of (3) trainings focusing 

on Wildlife Law Enforcement. These trainings aim to equip the law enforcers with knowledge of 

the pertinent environmental laws which include the Wildlife Resources Conservation and 

Protection Act and to strengthen their capacity in apprehending and filing cases against illegal 

wildlife traders before the Office of the Prosecutors. The trainings also intend to increase the law 

enforcers’ skill to handle and identify wildlife species, which are important ingredients in wildlife 

law enforcement.  

 

i. Training of Trainers on the Application of the Manual of Operations on Wildlife Law 

Enforcement. 

 

This flagship DENR training program which started in 2011, aims to mainstream wildlife 

law enforcement within the department and its allied law enforcement agencies. It also seeks to 

train actively national government staff in conducting apprehensions, arrests, and seizures to deter 

wildlife crimes, and to increase the number of personnel practicing improved enforcement 

practices. 
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The training teaches participants about wildlife, aquatic wildlife, and other relevant 

environmental laws, permitting regulations under the Convention on International Trade in 

Endangered Species (CITES) and various procedures in DENR-BMB’s Manual of Operations 

for Wildlife Law Enforcement. They applied what they learned in role playing exercises for 

conducting application for search warrants, inquest filing, and court proceedings.  

 

To date, BMB has already conducted ten (10) trainings. Participants are mostly officials 

and employees from DENR (regional enforcement division and field offices)  and its partner law 

enforcement agencies across the country, such as the NBI, including its Environmental Crime 

Division (ECD) and agents from regional offices, PNP including its Special Action Force, PCG, 

the Palawan Council for Sustainable Development (PCSD), BOC, PPA, Civil Aviation Authority 

of the Philippines (CAAP)  and selected Local Government Units. This five-day training 

culminates in an actual field operation exercise. 

A new addition in the 2018 training program was an orientation on scene-of-wildlife-crime 

investigation and forensics. Using mockup wildlife crime scenes, DENR personnel who were 

trained under USAID-supported programs, taught participants how to properly mark, tag and bag 

evidence, as well as how to collect DNA and trace evidence. 

 

ii. Orientation on National and International Policies on Ivory and Wildlife Crime  

 

This one-day orientation-seminar which started in 2016, is conducted by the Biodiversity 

Management Bureau (BMB) of the DENR to further upgrade the capabilities of personnel involved 

in the apprehension of illegal trade of ivory and other wildlife in the seaports and airports. 

 

Topics that are discussed include the following – Philippine Biodiversity and the current 

state of biodiversity and other critical and endangered species, RA 9147 or the Wildlife Resources 

Conservation and Protection Act and the Convention on International Trade in Endangered 

Species (CITES) of Flora and Fauna, Illegal Ivory and Wildlife Trade and National and 

International Responses, and Wildlife Enforcement Protocols in airport and seaport.  

 

Participants of this orientation-seminar are from agencies and companies working in and/or 

operating in seaports and airports such as CAAP, MIAA, Philippine Airlines (PAL), Cebu Pacific 

Air (CEBUPAC), BOC, and PPA. The same is also conducted across the country to target the 

different airports and seaports such as Ninoy Aquino International Airport, Cebu International 

Airport, Panglao International Airport, Legaspi International Airport, Batangas Seaport, Lipata 

Seaport and Nasipit Seaport. At the end of the orientation, participants are usually engaged in a 

workshop wherein they are asked to resolve a case study and present their outputs. 

 

iii. Training on Wildlife Identification  

 

The training aims to enhance the capacity of law enforcers both from the DENR and partner 

agencies to enforce wildlife laws by improving their ability to handle and identify wildlife species. 

This gives stakeholders a clear understanding and appreciation of the importance of biodiversity 

monitoring. 

 

https://cites.org/eng/disc/what.php
https://cites.org/eng/disc/what.php
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The training covered the topics of environmental laws, wildlife identification, proper 

wildlife handling and a lecture on biodiversity monitoring. 

  

With the local stakeholders trained in the implementation of biodiversity monitoring and 

enforcement, they can now assist in the patrolling of the area, thus eliminating the illegal activities 

therein. Their wildlife handling knowledge will be handy when it comes to encountering illegal 

wildlife traders as well as rescued animals to lessen mortality. 

 

2. National Law Enforcement Coordinating Committee – Subcommittee on Environment and 

Natural Resources Office (NALECC – SCENR) in partnership with BMB and Palawan Council 

for Sustainable Development (PCSD) and with support from USAID’s two projects, Protect 

Wildlife (PW) and Partnership for Biodiversity Conservation 3(PBC3)  

 

a. Wildlife Forensics and Criminal Investigation Training for Wildlife Law Enforcement 

Officers 

 

This is a five-day training. It sets the following as its objectives, that at the end of the 

training, the participants will be able to: 1) properly document wildlife crime; 2) demonstrate 

proper collection, handling and preservation of evidence; 3) explain the rules of chain of custody 

of evidence; 4) prepare investigative reports; and 5) demonstrate capacity to testify in court.   

The training aims to enable the participants to enhance their knowledge and skills in 

collecting and handling various kinds of evidence, including forensic evidence at wildlife crime 

scenes, genetic evidence, and trace evidence for poisons, fingerprints and shoe prints. The 

intensive training also features topics on investigation, interview and interrogation techniques for 

witnesses and suspects, evidence documentation and tagging, digital forensics and case filing. Part 

of the training is a simulation of wildlife crime scene through securing evidence, methodical crime 

scene search and DNA collection. In order to test their analysis skills, the trainees are given a 

session that simulates an interview with a suspect, trying to draw out information to trace the flow 

of a given wildlife crime. 

Specialized subjects on wildlife identification and handling, ivory examination, and a 

walkthrough at the DNA barcoding laboratory at the University of the Philippines Institute of 

Biology (UPIB) are also part of the training. Finally, an in-depth legal discussion on key elements 

of the crime, judicial affidavits and mock inquest proceeding completes the training. 

 

Two trainings were piloted by the NALECC SCENR, in coordination with the BMB, PCSD 

and in partnership with USAID’s two projects- Protect Wildlife and PBC 3. The first training was 

attended by representatives from the Enforcement Units of the DENR Regional Offices and 

representatives from the members of the NALECC SCENR. The other training was attended by 

law enforcement officers of the PCSD and of selected LGUs from Palawan and Zamboanga City.  

 

A curriculum was developed for this training which was also subjected to a post 

assessment, one year after the training date. The curriculum is to be forwarded to DENR Human 

Resources and Development Service. (HRDS). 
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b. Advanced Training on Enforcement and Investigation for Violations of Laws and 

Regulations on Wildlife, Fisheries, and Protected Areas 

 

This training seeks to provide not only skills and knowledge but also a proof-of-concept 

that DENR may adopt later as part of their official training package on environmental and wildlife 

law enforcement. 

 

The training aims to build a new type of intelligence officers who specialize in gathering, 

analyzing, and packaging information regarding environment, wildlife, fisheries, protected areas, 

and forestry law violations.  

 

The first batch of the training was held on March 31-April 12, 2019 and was attended by 

52 participants from the PCSDS, BFAR and selected DENR personnel, while, the second batch 

was held on September 8 – 21, 2019 and was attended by the Law Enforcement Officers of the 

DENR. 

 

3. DENR Regional Offices  

 

The trainings conducted by DENR Regional Offices are mostly for purposes of 

capacitating its enforcement officers and partner agencies. Participants of these trainings are 

potential DENROs from Provincial Environment and Natural Resources Offices and Community 

Environment and Natural Resources Offices as well as representatives from the local government 

units. Aside from capacitating them, participants, during the training, are also encouraged to 

disseminate information on environmental laws in their respective communities. 

a. Learning Events on the Deputation of Wildlife Enforcement Officers 

 

In this training, participants are familiarized with the salient provisions of RA 9147, 

functions of Wildlife Enforcement Officers (WEO), Wildlife Law Enforcement Protocols on the 

conduct of investigation, surveillance, arrest, search, apprehension, seizure and filing of cases- to 

which are incorporated the basic Rules on Arrest, Search and Seizure and Rules of Procedure for 

Environmental Cases. 

 

The training aims to produce partners of the DENR as Wildlife Enforcement Officers to 

hasten the campaign against illegal wildlife trade, particularly in the LGUs.  

 

b. Law Enforcement Trainings for Protected Areas 

 

This training is participated by enforcement officers and is part of the DENR’s effort to 

intensify the enforcement of environmental laws. Particularly, the training aims to strengthen 

implementation of environmental laws, rules and regulations for the protection and conservation 

of the remaining forest and natural resources of the country through the support of Deputized 

Environment and Natural Resources Officers (DENROs). 

The trainings covered topics on DENR vision, mission and thrusts, constitutional mandate 

(Executive Order 23 and EO 26), roles of DENRO, Philippine laws on forestry, public land 

disposition and titling, salient features of Wildlife Act, wildlife permitting, forest resources 
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utilization permitting, protected areas and coastal resources, salient features of Republic Act 7586, 

environmental laws, Philippine Mining Act and paralegal procedures. 

4. Department of Justice –National Prosecution Service (DOJ) 

a. Seminar/Workshop on Prosecution of Environmental Cases 

 

A four-day seminar/workshop on a) Brown Laws (pollution); b) Blue Laws (fisheries); c) 

Green Laws (terrestrial); and d) Rules of Criminal Procedure for Environmental Cases. 

Participants of this training are prosecutors. Aside from lectures, workshops, and open forum 

sessions, the last day is devoted to ecological interaction activity. The trainors to this training are 

prosecutors who participated in the training of trainors that was done at the beginning of the 

implementation of the training program. As of this date, approximately 500 prosecutors have 

undergone this training across the country. 

 

5. Philippine Judicial Academy (PHILJA) 

 

a. Multi Sectoral Capacity Building Training on Environmental Laws and the Rules of 

Procedure for Environmental Cases 

 

This training addresses the need of judges and other stakeholders—concerned government 

agencies such as the DENR, BFAR, PCG, non-government organizations, and public interest 

groups handling environment cases—to identify priority areas to properly address environmental 

issues using the new Rules of Procedure for Environmental Cases.  

 

Aside from acquainting the participants with policies, processes, remedies, and best 

practices regarding concerns peculiar to environmental cases, it also provides a forum for 

suggestions and recommendations to remedy policy gaps, conflicts and barriers in environmental 

justice.3 

 

b. Capacity Building on Environmental Laws and the Rules of Procedure for Environmental 

Cases for Judges and Branch Clerks of Courts.  

 

 This training is part of the effort of the Philja to continuously provide capacity building on 

environmental adjudication. Participants to this training are the judges from the first and level 

courts and clerks of court of designated green courts. This was done in partnership with USAID, 

American Bar Association Rule of Law Initiative and Asia Foundation. 4    

      

6. Philippine National Police- School for Invetigation and Detective Development  (PNP/SIDD) 

Division 

 

a. Investigation Officer Basic Course (IOBC)-Submodule on Environmental Laws 

 

 
3 http://philja.judiciary.gov.ph/files/annual/2011_annual_report.pdf 
4 http://philja.judiciary.gov.ph/files/annual/2015_annual_report.pdf 
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This is one of the components of Memorandum Circular No. 2013-002 known as 

“Professionalizing the Philippine National Police (PNP) field investigation service through the 

implementation of a certification program for field investigators of the PNP.” IOBC is a regular 

mandatory course for police commissioned officers which aims to enhance the investigative skills 

and competency of field investigators. This is a 45-day training and one of the submodules for this 

course is on environmental laws. Three days are allotted for this submodule where the following 

laws are disussed: Forestry Code, Chainsaw Act, Wildlife Resources Protection and Conservation 

Act, Cave Resources Protection and Conservation Act, Expanded National Integrated Protected 

Area System Act, Fisheries Code of the Philippines as amended by RA 10654 otherwise knows as 

an Act to Prevent, Deter and Eliminate Illegal, Unreported and Unregulated Fishing, Marine 

Pollution Decree, Clean Water Act, Clean Air Act, Environmental Impact Assessment Act, 

Philippine Mining Act and the Rules of Procedure for Environmental Cases. Under the discussion 

on Wildlife Resources Protection and Conservation Act, Foresty Code, Fisheries Code and Cave 

Management Act, illegal wildlife trade is highlighted.   

 

b. Environmental Crime and Investigation Course 

 

This is a Two-week training course that focuses on advanced environmental crimes 

investigation techniques such as forensics examination. This is dividid into three parts: 1) 

Environmental Laws where the focus of the discussion is on the basic elements of the prohibited 

acts under the Forestry Code, Chainsaw Act, Wildllife Act, Cave Resources Act, Fisheries Code, 

Protected Area Act, Clean Air Act, Clean Water Act, Mining Act and Environmental Impact 

Assessment System; 2) Procedural Laws where the focus of the discussion is on the basic rules on 

arrest, search, seizure and detention, rules on evidence and on case filing with the Office of the 

Prosecutor; 3) surveillance and investigation techniques where the focus of the discussion is on 

the conduct of interview, scene of the crime management, evidence gathering, marking and chain 

of custody.  

 

7. Bureau of Fisheries and Aquatic Resources (BFAR) 

 
The Training equips prospective enforcers with skills and discipline to safeguard the 

country’s teeming marine and inland aquatic resources against Illegal, Unreported and 

Unregulated (IUU) fishing activities. 

 

The training is divided into two parts: the 30-day transition period where participants are 

indoctrinated in discipline, conduct and values, basic tactical and physical training and the 60-day 

training on BFAR operations and protocols, fishery laws and aquatic protection, shipboard 

operations and practicum, advance tactical training, water search and rescue, field training 

exercises and physical development program. 

 

2. International Trainings 

1. International Law Enforcement Academy (ILEA)  

a. Prosecuting Environmental Crime Training 
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Participants of this training are prosecutors and investigators responsible for environmental crimes 

from 9 subscribing countries. 

This environmental training taught by the experienced instructors from the Environment and 

Natural Resources Division (ENRD) of the U.S. Department of Justice, covers the current wildlife 

trafficking and global environmental issues with case development techniques and case resolution 

and sentencing. The training also focused on international cooperation to combat environmental 

crimes.[1] 

b. Wildlife Trafficking Investigators Program (WTIP) 

This two-week training provides an overview of various wildlife trafficking investigative topics 

which are reinforced through field exercises. The curriculum focuses on endangered species law; 

CITES wildlife trade data; wildlife identification; case initiation and management; digital 

evidence; forensics and crime scene processing; surveillance; undercover operations; money 

laundering; interviewing; ethics and corruptions; raid planning; report writing and court 

preparation. It encourages interaction between instructors and class participants and concentrates 

on exchange of information and techniques by Fish and Wildlife Service (FWS) in combating 

wildlife trafficking using investigative techniques in the United States. Participants are also given 

the opportunity to use field equipment that supports wildlife investigations. The course emphasizes 

the importance of developing and maintaining global contacts to exchange intelligence between 

countries, this open dialogue throughout the course provides the opportunity for host nations to 

gain insights on specific wildlife trafficking problems being faced by the participating countries. 

Instructors offer techniques and methods available to combat specific wildlife investigative issues. 

This exchange of intelligence and cooperation on investigations is crucial in combating 

international wildlife trafficking. 

This program launched in 2016 as a pilot course, and turned out to be so efficient, that ILEA offers 

it yearly ever since. This was also the first training which brought back an Alumnus to be a 

presenter, and later, a permanent member of the instructors team.[2] 

c. Protection Detail Briefing (PDB) and Wildlife Border Inspection Training (WBIT) 

               The PDB introduced to participants, fundamental protective procedures and 

techniques to protect dignitaries and government officials. While WBIT, included both lectures 

and practical exercises that reinforced personnel capabilities to combat wildlife smuggling and 

inspection issues.[3] 

d. Joint FWS & CBP Wildlife Border Inspection Training 

               The one-week training highlights the intensive instruction on interdicting wildlife 

smuggling, case initiation, and management in wildlife crime investigations. The training also 

emphasizes inspection techniques and procedures often used by FWS and CBP to develop cases. 

The training experience provides participants future opportunities to exchange intelligence 

between countries and gain insights on specific wildlife trafficking problems.[4] 
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2. Fish and Wildlife Service (FWS) 

In Southeast Asia and China, FWS facilitates law enforcement capacity building in and 

information sharing with partner nations and through grants supporting activities to reduce demand 

for illegal wildlife. As of July 2017, there were two FWS regional attachés, one based in Bangkok, 

Thailand, and the other in Beijing, China. Together, the two were responsible for covering a total 

of 18 countries/territories in Asia. Across the region, these two attachés facilitate law enforcement 

capacity building and collaborate with foreign governments to support wildlife crime 

investigations in Asia having a U.S. nexus. Both attachés also collaborate with law enforcement 

counterparts in-country such as officials from State’s Bureau of International Narcotics and Law 

Enforcement Affairs (INL); Environment, Science, Technology, and Health officers; and ICE HSI 

agents. The aim of this collaboration is to build law enforcement capacity in their host countries 

and to share intelligence and subject matter expertise. 

  

Sample of WLE Training Programs conducted by FWS 

  

a. The Bangkok regional FWS attaché conducted an INL-funded course on how to 

properly recognize, handle, document, and interpret evidence in water environments. A 

total of 36 officers from Vietnam and the Philippines participated in the training; 

  

b. FWS special agents, including the FWS attaché in Bangkok, also participated in State’s 

Marine Crime Scene Investigations training. This training included 35 participants from 

the Philippines’s Bureau of Fisheries and Aquatic Resources, the National Bureau of 

Investigation, the National Police, and the Coast Guard. In 2015, a total of 17 FWS 

special agents and two FWS inspectors conducted international trainings for 188 foreign 

nationals from 28 countries;[5] 

  

d. Wildlife Crime Scene Investigation Course. The course consisted of lectures and 

practical exercises on evidence collection, crime scene management, and latent print and 

impression evidence development to support prosecutions against wildlife-related 

offenses.[6] 

  

3. United Nations Office on Drugs and Crimes (UNODC) 

  

Since 2014, UNODC has been working with Member States in the Southeast Asia and Pacific 

region to implement the Global Programme for Combating Wildlife and Forest Crime. Through 
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this programme, UNODC aims to ensure that wildlife crime, illegal logging, and related crimes 

are treated as serious transnational organized crimes. 

UNODC delivers specific technical assistance to strengthen the capacity of criminal justice 

systems and the wildlife law enforcement community to prevent, investigate, prosecute and 

adjudicate crimes against protected species of wild fauna and flora. 

  

In the area of Enhancing knowledge and skills to investigate and prosecute related criminal 

activities, the following are being implemented: 

  

i.)             Specialized training courses: UNODC has developed a range of very practical 

training courses to apply specialized and advanced investigation techniques to wildlife 

and forest crime cases. These courses aim to build capacity of police, customs officers, 

border officials, rangers, wildlife/forestry officials, and prosecutors. 

  

ii.)            Law enforcement advisory programme: This is a new approach in delivering 

regular and sustained law enforcement mentorship and capacity building support, 

which has been trialed in Lao PDR and Myanmar since 2017. UNODC's team of 

international law enforcement advisors are working on a regular basis with interagency 

investigation teams in each country to utilize advanced investigation techniques in real 

transnational wildlife crime cases and support information and intelligence exchange 

with investigators from other countries. 

  

iii.)          e-Learning Programme: UNODC provides law enforcement officers with access 

to online training courses on topics relating to investigation of wildlife and forest 

crimes, to complement the face-to-face training and expand UNODC's reach to a wider 

audience.[7] 

Sample of WLE Training Programs conducted by UNODC: 

  

a. Online Investigation Training for Wildlife Law Enforcement Officers 

  

In this training, participants learn of the best practices used around the world to conduct online 

undercover investigations into wildlife crime. Presentations of topics ranges from undercover 

investigations to tracing wildlife crime on the darknet. One of the primary goals of the course is to 

http://www.unodc.org/southeastasiaandpacific/en/2017/12/highlights-combating-wildlife-trafficking/story.html
http://www.unodc.org/southeastasiaandpacific/en/2017/12/highlights-combating-wildlife-trafficking/story.html
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facilitate cooperation between police officers, customs officials, and prosecutors, to enforce law 

more effectively.[8] 

b. Container Control Programme 

The Container Control Programme has been developed jointly by UNODC and World Customs 

Organization (WCO) to assist governments to create sustainable enforcement structures in selected 

sea and dry ports to minimize the risk of shipping containers being exploited for illicit drug 

trafficking, and other transnational organized crime. The implementation of this programme gives 

an opportunity for UNODC to work with governments in establishing a unit dedicated to targeting 

and inspecting high risk containers. 

UNODC in partnership with WCO delivers basic training programmes and provides technical and 

office equipment. For example, the equipement connects the units to the WCO's Container COMM 

- a restricted branch of the Customs Enforcement Network (CEN) dedicated to sharing information 

worldwide on the use of containers for illicit trafficking. UNODC also supports governments in 

establishing a suitable institutional framework for the unit, through inter-agency agreements.[9] 

c. Cooperation and Training of FIU and Law Enforcement Officers on Proceeds of the Wildlife 

and Timber Crime 

  

In cooperation with the UNODC Global Programme on Wildlife Crime, UNODC has developed 

a platform for cooperation and training of FIU and law enforcement officers on proceeds of the 

wildlife and timber crime. In 2014-2015 UNODC Southern Africa conducted 2 International 

workshops in Africa, and South East Asia with the participation of both source and destination 

countries for the wildlife trafficking, with over 200 international participants in attendance.[10] 

d. DNA Forensic Training 

  

This is a one-day training course on DNA forensic techniques for wildlife crime. Participants are 

mostly Law enforcement Officers and lab technicians. The training introduces DNA forensic 

techniques that can be used to assist investigation and prosecution of wildlife crimes, and 

demonstrates the PELTS process. 

  

PELTS provides a fast and high-quality method of conducting wildlife DNA forensic testing. The 

mobile forensic testing laboratory has all necessary tools to sample seized wildlife or wildlife 

products, and to extract, purify and amplify DNA. The amplified synthetic DNA then can submit, 

without presence of CITES permits, for sequencing. The forensic evidence obtained from a sample 

is returned to law enforcement within a week of the testing initiation. Moreover, the PELTS 
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process performs and preserves the integrity of the chain of custody, ensuring that the DNA 

evidence can be admissible in criminal justice system. 

 

 

Collecting DNA forensic evidence from wildlife seizures gives prosecutors and law enforcement 

a significant advantage in the fight against transnational wildlife crime. DNA evidence collected 

from seizures confirms the authenticity and species of a wildlife product, providing prosecutors 

with better evidence to use at trial. Forensic evidence may also be used to determine the geographic 

origin of a wildlife product. Using this intelligence, law enforcement can trace a seizure back to 

its source, giving officers new insight into the trafficking patterns that connect transnational 

wildlife crime.[11] 

  

4. United Nations Development Programme (UNDP) 

UNDP supports an integrated approach to address wildlife trafficking. UNDP currently support 19 

countries under the GEF-financed Global Wildlife Program, a global partnership that aims to 

reduce poaching, trafficking, and demand for illegal wildlife products. 

UNDP facilitates south-south and triangular co-operation between source, transit, and consumer 

countries, and hosts the Secretariat for the United Nations Inter-Agency Task Force on Illicit Trade 

in Wildlife and Forest Products and the Jaguar 2030 Coordination Committee working with jaguar 

range countries and supporting organizations including Panthera, WCS, and WWF. 

UNDP also hosts the Secretariat for the Lion’s Share Fund, harnessing the power of advertising 

and businesses to conserve wildlife and habitats worldwide. 

Partnerships in this field include national and local governments, CITES, sister UN 

agencies such as UNEP and UNODC, the World Bank, the Global Environment Facility, the 

United for Wildlife coalition, and other civil society and private sector partners.[12] 

 

 

[1] https://bangkok.ilea.state.gov/PEC6_2019 

[2] https://budapest.ilea.state.gov/wildlife-trafficking-investigators-program-wtip-master 

[3] https://bangkok.ilea.state.gov/PDB_WBIT_2018 

[4] https://bangkok.ilea.state.gov/WBIT2_2019 

[5] https://www.gao.gov/assets/690/687709.pdf 
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[6] https://ph.usembassy.gov/us-conducts-wildlife-crime-scene-investigation-training-for-

philippine-government/ 

[7] https://www.unodc.org/southeastasiaandpacific/en/what-we-do/toc/wildlife-overview.html 

[8] https://www.unodc.org/southeastasiaandpacific/en/laopdr/2019/09/wildlife-training/story.html 

[9] https://www.unodc.org/westandcentralafrica/en/wildlife-workshop-and-ccp.html 

[10] https://www.unodc.org/southernafrica/en/aml/unodc-training-courses.html 

[11] https://www.unodc.org/southeastasiaandpacific/en/laopdr/2019/11/wildlife-dna-forensic-

training/story.html 

[12] https://www.undp.org/content/undp/en/home/2030-agenda-for-sustainable-

development/planet/environment-and-natural-capital/biodiversity-and-ecosystems-

management/wildlife-and-habitats.html 

 

 

 

B. Curriculum  
 

1. Wildlife Crime Scene Investigation Course (Department of Environment and Natural 

Resources) 

  

Module 1 – General Subjects 

 

i. Course Overview 

 

The presentation focuses on the course contents, its logical progression, and time 

allotment for each and every subject matter of the training. A review of investigation and 

its application on environmental law enforcement will be discussed as well. Finally, review 

of the functional set-up of investigation and detective management offices will be outlined. 

 

Specific Tools: 

 

a. Purposes and objectives of the course 

b. Training expectations (thru workshop) 

c. Review of the working definition and concept of investigation and how 

it applies to environmental law enforcement 

d. Review of the functional set-up  

 

ii. The Criminal Justice System and the Environmental Law Enforcement 

Continuum 
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This subject presents an overview of the criminal justice system with emphasis on 

environmental crimes, the interplay of the 5 pillars of criminal justice system, and the 

multi-jurisdictional nature of environmental law enforcement in the Philippines 

 

Specific Tools: 

 

 a. Introduction to the Criminal Justice System in the Philippines 

 b. The Five Pillars of Criminal Justice System 

 c. The role of CJS in environmental law enforcement and the Philippine  

Society  

d. Multi-jurisdictional approach to environmental law enforcement 

 

iii. Mandates and Roles of Government Agencies in Environmental Law 

Enforcement 

 

The Session concentrates on different government agencies exercising 

primary and con-current jurisdiction over different environmental crimes. 

Specific Tools: 

 

 a. The Fundamental Nature of State 

 b. The Constitution of the Philippines 

 c. The Three Branches of the Government 

 d. Principles of Check and Balance 

 e. Powers and Functions of Different Government Law Enforcement  

Agencies 

f. The Enforcement Power of Local Government Units 

 

iv. Introduction to Wildlife Forensics 

 

This concentrates on the following –  

 

a. Definition of wildlife forensics 

b. Importance to wildlife crime investigation 

c. Significance to wildlife protection and combatting wildlife trafficking 

d. Key areas in wildlife forensics 

e. Different approaches that wildlife investigator can employ in the 

investigation of wildlife crime  

 

v. Introduction to Wildlife Crime Scene Investigation 

 

  The discussion includes the following –  

 

   a. Concept of wildlife crime 

   b. The Global extent of illegal wildlife activity 

   c. Criminal investigation 

   d. The basic elements of criminal investigation 
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   e. The sources of information and evidence 

   f. The different techniques and procedures used in criminal investigation 

 

Module 2 – Substantive Laws 

 

The Focus of discussion is on the objectives of the law, the penalties, elements of the 

crime and suggested evidence. 

 

i. Laws involving Green Environments 

 

Specific Tools: 

 

a. The Revised Forestry Code and the Chainsaw Act 

b. The Wildlife Conservation Act 

c. The National Integrated Protected Area Systems Act 

d. The Philippine Mining Act and the People’s Small-scale Mining Act  

 

ii. Laws involving Blue Environments 

 

Specific Tools: 

 

 a. The Philippine Fisheries Code of 1998, as amended 

   b. Marine Pollution Decree 

 

Module 3 – Procedural Laws 

 

i. The Rules of Procedure on Environmental Cases 

 

Specific Tools: 

 

a. Context and background on the development of the Rules of Procedure  

                               on Environmental Cases 

                               b. Efforts of the Supreme Court 

         c. Description of the Rules 

         d. Objectives of the Rules 

   e. Discussion of Salient Features 

   f. Discussion of Novel Provisions 

 

ii. Rules on Arrest, Search, Seizure and Detention 

 

Discussion on the legal procedure in conducting arrest (with or without 

warrant), search (with or without warrant), seizure and detention. 

 

Specific Tools: 
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Part I: Workshop on Common Experiences/Challenges Encountered in 

making arrests 

 

 Part II: Review 

 

 a. Arrest 

 b. Custodial Investigation 

 c. Search and Seizure 

 d. Custody and Detention 

 e. Some steps in conducting arrest 

  

iii. Procedures on the Application for Search Warrant 

 

Discussion on the key procedures, application and limitation of search 

warrant 

 

Specific Tools: 

 

 a. Definition of Search Warrant 

 b. Basic Rules on Search Warrant 

 c. Application of Search Warrant 

 d. Filing and Service of Search Warrant 

 e. What to seize 

 f. Procedure after search 

 

iv. Rules on Criminal Procedure under RCP and RPEC 

 

Specific Tools: 

 

 a. Institution of Criminal Complaints 

 b. Procedures in Prosecution 

 c. Remedies after Decision 

 d. Final Judgment 

 

v. Law on Evidence 

 

 Discussion on the importance and technicality of evidence 

 

Specific Tools: 

 

   Part I: Common Experiences/Challenges Encountered in gathering and  

Handling of evidence 

 

 Part II: Review 

 

 a. General Principles 
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 b. Offer of Evidence 

 c. Establishing criminal liability 

 d. Summary of suggested evidence per violation 

  

vi. Legal Forms and Judicial Affidavits 

 

This contains presentation and discussion on different legal forms for each 

violation, and the use and purpose of judicial affidavits. The Session will also allow 

participants to practice writing judicial affidavits with all accompanying forms for 

proficiency. 

 

Specific Tools: 

 

a. input on the following legal forms: 

  

a.1. Fisheries 

a.2. Forestry 

a.3. Wildlife 

a.4. Environment/others 

 

   b. Workshop on Judicial Affidavits  

 

Module 4 – Interview Techniques and Crime Scene Investigation 

 

i. Review of Basic Techniques in Wildlife Identification 

 

This focuses on commonly traded illegal wildlife in or through the 

Philippines. After the discussion, the participants will be given short table exercise 

to identify actual specimens and photographic representation of the wildlife. 

 

Specific Tools: 

 

a. Review of basic morphological techniques in identifying commonly 

traded wildlife in or through the Philippines. 

 

a.1. Aquatic wildlife 

a.2. Terrestrial wildlife 

 

b. Table exercise using field guide 

 

ii. Basic Wildlife Handling and Marking 

 

This topic covers proper handling of various kinds of wildlife, particularly 

the commonly traded species. Practical exercises follow after the lecture. 

Participants will take turns in handling mammals, birds, reptiles, spiders and 

insects, etc. 
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  Specific Tools: 

 

a. Presentation on: 

 

a.1. Different commonly traded wildlife species and important behavior 

of each of them 

a.2. Demonstration of basic techniques in handling each kind of wildlife 

 

b. Practical exercises  

 

iii. Identification Techniques of Ivory and By-products 

 

This topic focuses on ivory and by-products, their movements in the black 

market and the estimated volume and value of transactions involved. The lecture is 

followed by demonstration and practical exercises to allow each participant to 

handle and examine various specimens. 

 

Specific Tools: 

 

a. Presentation on: 

 

a.1. Different kinds of ivory and by-products, brief history of each, and 

distribution 

a.2. Overview of trafficking routes and incidents involving ivory and 

by-products 

a.3. Demonstration of basic techniques in identifying and detecting 

ivory and by-products 

 

b. Practical exercises  

 

iv. Collection, Handling, and Preservation of Genetics Evidence 

 

This topic provides general information and basic skills on gathering, 

handling, and preserving genetics evidence from the crime scene. The exercise will 

allow participants individual exposure on applicable techniques. 

 

Specific Tools: 

 

a. Presentation on: 

 

a.1. Genetics and its application on forensics science 

a.2. Methods and protocols in gathering genetic/DNA samples 

a.3. Demonstration of basic techniques in collection, handling, 

preservation and submission of genetic evidence 

 



 Inventory of Trainings and Modules for Wildlife Law Enforcers 

29 | Page 
 

b. Practical exercises  

 

v. Collection, Handling, and Preservation of Trace Evidence 

 

This topic provides general information and basic skills on gathering, 

handling, and preserving trace evidence from the crime scene. The exercise will 

allow participants individual exposure on applicable techniques. 

 

Specific Tools: 

 

a. Presentation on: 

 

a.1. Principles and application of trace evidence 

a.2. Methods and protocols in gathering, handling and preservation of 

trace evidence such as fibers, soil, wood, gunshot residue, pollen, blood, 

finger prints, etc. 

a.3. Demonstration of basic techniques in classroom setting 

 

b. Practical exercises  

 

vi. Collection, Handling, and Preservation of Poison Evidence 

 

This topic provides general information and basic skills on gathering, 

handling, and preserving poison evidence from the crime scene. The exercise will 

allow participants individual exposure on applicable techniques. 

 

Specific Tools: 

 

a. Presentation on: 

 

a.1. Principles and application of gathering and using poison evidence 

in case prosecution 

a.2. Methods and protocols in gathering, handling and preservation of 

samples for poison evidence 

a.3. Demonstration of basic techniques in classroom setting 

 

b. Practical exercises  

 

vii. Collection, Handling, and Preservation of Electronic Evidence 

 

This topic provides general information and basic skills on gathering, 

handling, and preserving electronic evidence from the crime scene. The exercise 

will allow participants individual exposure on applicable techniques. 

 

Specific Tools: 
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a. Presentation on: 

 

a.1. Principles and application of gathering and using electronic 

evidence in case prosecution 

a.2. Rules of Court, methods and protocols in gathering, handling, and 

preservation of samples for electronic evidence 

a.3. Demonstration of basic techniques in classroom setting 

 

b. Practical exercises  

 

 

viii. Marking of Evidence and Chain of Custody 

 

This topic provides general information and basic skills to ensure that the 

integrity of chain of custody is preserved. The exercise will allow participants 

individual exposure on applicable techniques. 

 

Specific Tools: 

 

a. Presentation on: 

 

a.1. Principles and application of chain of custody in case prosecution 

a.2. Methods, protocols and forms in ensuring proper chain of custody 

of forensic evidence 

a.3. Demonstration of basic techniques in classroom setting 

 

b. Practical exercises  

 

ix. Crime Scene Photography/Forensic Photography 

 

This topic provides general information and basic skills on forensic 

photography at the crime scene. The exercise will allow participants individual 

exposure on applicable techniques. 

 

Specific Tools: 

 

a. Presentation on: 

 

a.1. Principles and application of forensic photography 

a.2. Methods, protocols and techniques in conducting forensics 

photography 

a.3. Demonstration of basic techniques in classroom setting 

 

b. Practical exercises  

 

x. Basic Interview Techniques 
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This topic provides general information and skills on basic interview 

techniques. The exercise will allow participants individual exposure on applicable 

techniques on basic interview, both on site and in controlled environments. 

 

Specific Tools: 

 

a. Presentation on: 

 

a.1. Principles and application of basic interview techniques 

a.2. Methods and techniques of basic interview such as establishing 

rapport, rationalization, projection, and minimization. 

a.3. Demonstration of basic techniques in classroom setting 

 

b. Practical exercises  

 

xi. Advanced Interview Techniques 

 

This topic provides general information and skills on advanced interview 

techniques. The exercise will allow participants individual exposure on applicable 

techniques on basic interview, both on site and in controlled environments. 

 

Specific Tools: 

 

a. Presentation on: 

 

a.1. Principles and application of advanced interrogation techniques 

a.2. Methods and techniques in conducting advanced interview and 

interrogation techniques 

a.3. Demonstration of basic techniques in classroom setting 

 

b. Practical exercises  

 

x. Crime Scene Investigation 

 

 Brief lecture and practical exercises 

 

● Module 5 – Moot court 

 

i. Preparing for Court Hearing 

ii. Mock Inquest 

iii. Moot Court 

 

2. Advanced Training on Enforcement and Investigation for Violations of Laws and 

Regulations on Wildlife, Fisheries and Protected Areas 
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 Submodules related to Wildlife Law Enforcement 

 

Submodule 1: 

 

Introduction to Crimes and Human Behavior 

 

Submodule 2: 

 

Lecture on Laws and Procedures Governing Intelligence and Surveillance in 

the Philippines 

 

Submodule 3: 

 

Lecture on Introduction to Intelligence and Surveillance Operations 

 

 

Submodule 4: 

 

Lecture on Intelligence Gathering Techniques 

 

Submodule 5: 

 

Lecture on Advanced Interviewing Techniques 

 

Submodule 6: 

 

Lecture on Surveillance Operations and Techniques 

 

Submodule 7: 

 

Lecture on Counter-Surveillance Measures 

 

Submodule 8: 

 

Lecture on Undercover Operations 

 

Submodule 9: 

 

Cold Contact Reporting 

 

Submodule 10: 

 

Basic Computer Forensics and Computer Investigation 

 

Submodule 11: 

 

Lecture on the Overview of Criminal Intelligence Analysis, Evaluation, and 

Data Management 

 

Submodule 12: 

 

Lecture on Overview of Analysis and Analytical Processes and its Role in 

Intelligence Process 

 

Submodule 13: 

 

Lecture on Basic Analysis Techniques: Hotspots Mapping 

 

Submodule 14: 

 

Lecture on Basic Analysis Techniques: Relationship Matrix 

 

Submodule 15: 

 

Group Presentation: Relationship Matrix 

 

Submodule 16: 

 

Lecture on Basic Analysis Techniques: Link Analysis 

 

Submodule 17: 

 

Group Presentation: Link Analysis 

 

Submodule 18: 

 

Basic Analysis Technique: Event Charting 

 

Submodule 19: 

 

Group Presentation: Event Charting 

 

Submodule 20: 

 

Lecture on Basic Analysis Technique: Flow Analysis 
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Submodule 21: 

 

Group Presentation: Flow Analysis 

 

Submodule 22: 

 

Lecture on Basic Analysis Techniques: Basic Telephone Analysis 

 

Submodule 23: 

 

Group Presentation: Telephone Analysis 

 

 

Submodule 24: 

 

Lecture on Raid Planning and Documentation 

 

Submodule 25: 

 

Training Synthesis & Evaluation 

 

 

C. Module  
 

1. Wildlife Law Enforcement (WLE) Training Module  

 

This Training Module on Wildlife Law Enforcement is one of the major chapters 

of the Law Enforcement Training Modules for Wildlife, Fisheries, Forestry and 

Environment. The other three main chapters are the Modules for Fishery Law Enforcement, 

Forestry Law Enforcement, and Environmental Law Enforcement.  

 

The Module consists of 21 submodules that correspond to 21 Sessions with a total 

duration of thirty-six and a half (36.5) hours. It provides discussions mainly on Wildlife 

Resources Conservation and Protection Act (R.A. 9147) and the mandate given to 

Government Offices in the enforcement of Wildlife Law.   

 

The module serves as guide for trainers who conduct training on Wildlife Law 

Enforcement.  As suggested therein, topics may be presented in the form of lectures, 

workshops and actual and on-hand trainings. Each topic was presented with Session 

Objectives, Outline and Guide. It also suggests the materials to be used. 

 
Submodules related to Wildlife Law Enforcement: 

 

Submodule 1. State of Philippine Wildlife Law Enforcement in the Philippines (1.5 hours) 

 

 With the objectives of developing a consensus on the condition of wildlife law enforcement 

in the Country and drawing and explaining their expectation for wildlife law enforcement in the 

next five years, participants are divided into groups with ten (10) members each. The groups are 

asked to draw/illustrate the present condition or state of wildlife law enforcement in their area and 

to present their output after. 

 

Submodule 2. Wildlife Resources Protection and Conservation Act (RA 9147) and other 

relevant laws, rules, and regulations 
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 This contains an Activity Guide for speakers who will be discussing the provisions of 

Wildlife Resources Protection and Conservation Act (RA 9147) and other relevant laws and 

regulations. It provides description and discussion of RA 9147 and its – a.) Objectives; b.) Scope 

of Limitation; c.) Jurisdiction; d.) Power and Authorities e.) Regulated Acts under RA 9147; f.) 

Prohibited Acts and Penalties; g.) Additional Penalties; h.) Repealed Acts; and i.) Implementing 

Rules and Regulations.  

 

 Additional topics found in this Session are the Relevant Provisions on Wildlife in Forestry 

Code (P.D. No. 705), National Integrated Protected Areas System (R.A. No. 7586), Fisheries Code 

of the Philippines (R.A. No. 8550) and Relevant Fisheries Administrative Orders (FAO), National 

Caves and Cave Resources Management and Protection Act (R.A. No. 9072), Wildlife Regulations 

under FAO No. 193, Proclamation No. 1030, R.A. No. 1086,and FAO No. 208. 

 

 Lastly, Session 3 also gives a brief description of the relevant provisions of the Convention 

on the International Trade of Endangered Species or CITES and the species covered by CITES.  

 

Submodule 3. The Role of Government and its officials in the enforcement of wildlife laws 

(Mandate of government agencies in the enforcement of wildlife laws) 

 

 Submodule 3 begins with the discussion of the constitutional provision on natural resources 

(Section 2, Article XII). It continues with the mandates of the different government agencies on 

the implementation and enforcement of wildlife laws and the roles and responsibilities of the 

different officials and personnel. The discussion of the mandates of the different departments, 

offices, and LGUs include those of the following –  

 

 a.) Department of Environment and Natural Resources (under EO292 and EO 192) 

 

  i. Protected Areas and Wildlife Bureau (PAWB) 

  ii. Forest Management Bureau (FMB) 

  iii. Environmental Management Bureau (EMB) 

  iv. Regional Offices 

  v. DENR Field Offices 

  vi. Protected Area Superintendents (PASU) 

  vii. Wildlife Enforcement Officers (WEO) 

  viii. Wildlife Traffic Monitoring Units 

 

 b.) Department of Agriculture (under RA 9174)  

 

  i. Bureau of Fisheries and Aquatic Resources (BFAR) 

  ii. Fisheries Inspection and Quarantine Service 

  iii. Municipal/City or Integrated Fisheries and Aquatic Resources Management  

     Councils 

  iv. Bureau of Plant Industry through the Plant Quarantine Officers 

   

 c.) Department of Finance (under EO 292)  
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  i. Bureau of Customs 

 

 d.) Department of Justice  

 

  i. National Bureau of Investigation (NBI)  

 

 e.) Department of Interior and Local Government    

 

  i. Philippine National Police  

  ii. The Local Government Units 

 

 f.) Department of National Defense 

 

  i. Armed Forces of the Philippines 

 

 g.) Department of Transportation and Communication  

 

  i. Philippine Coast Guard 

  ii. Philippine Ports Authority 

  iii. Manila International Airport Authority   

 

Submodule 4. Wildlife Permits Familiarization 

 

 This provides a guide for the speaker in his/her discussion of the different types of wildlife 

permits. Specifically, it enumerates and describes the following types of wildlife permits – a.) 

Wildlife Farm Permit (WFP); b.) Wildlife Collector’s Permit (WCP); c.) Gratuitous Permit (GP); 

d.) Export Permit; e.) Import Permit; f.) Re-export Permit; g.) Local Transport Permit (LTP); and 

h.) Wildlife Special Use Permit (WSUP). It also provides a test on wildlife permits familiarization. 

 

Submodule 5. Wildlife Species Familiarization (Familiarization with Commonly Traded 

Wildlife Fauna) 

 

 The Session focuses on familiarization of commonly traded fauna. The selected species are 

presented by major animal groups, namely – a.) Mammals; b.) Birds; c.) Reptiles; and d.) 

Amphibians.    

 

Submodule 6. Wildlife Handling  

 

The objectives are to allow the participants to understand and explain the basic principles 

of wildlife handling and to know the basic tools/materials and safety measures in wildlife handling 

and safely handle species. This is composed of seven activities, to wit: 

 

 a. Activity 1 – Lecture on the basic concepts of wildlife handling and restraining methods, 

 and significance of proper wildlife handling to law enforcement 

  

  i. Definition of wildlife handling 
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  ii. Methods of restraining 

  iii. Principles of wildlife handling 

  iv. The importance of proper wildlife handling 

  

 b. Activity 2 – Lecture and demonstration on handling reptiles, including familiarization 

 with basic equipment/tools needed and their uses  

 

  i. Tools used in handling reptiles 

 

- Snake hooks 

- Grab stick/tongs 

- Used towels/ “catcha” 

- Leather gloves 

- Personal protective equipment 

 

  ii. Process 

 

   The step by step process is discussed and actual handling of reptiles is  

   demonstrated. 

 

 c. Activity 3 – Lecture and demonstration on handling mammals, including familiarization 

 with basic equipment/tools needed and their uses 

 

  i. Tools/materials used in handling mammals 

 

- Capture Nets 

- Used towels/ “catcha” 

- Leather gloves 

- Personal protective equipment 

 

  ii. Process 

 

   The step by step process is discussed and actual handling of mammals is  

   demonstrated. 

 

 d. Activity 4 – Lecture and demonstration on handling birds, including familiarization with 

 basic equipment/tools needed and their uses 

 

  i. Tools/materials for physical restraining of birds 

 

- Capture Nets 

- Used towels/ “catcha” 

- Leather gloves 

- Personal protective equipment 

   

  ii. Process 
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   The step by step process is discussed and actual handling of birds is  

   demonstrated. 

 

 e. Activity 5 – Lecture on First Aid Measures 

 

  i. Animal bites 

  ii. For stings 

 

 f. Activity 6 – Practicum: Actual handling and restraint of wildlife by participants 

 

  After a brief review of the materials/tools being used in handling wildlife and re-

 demonstrating the actual handling and reiterating the safety measures when handling wild 

 animals, the participants are required to actually handle wild animals.  

 

 g. Activity 7 – Sharing of experiences and knowledge 

 

  Volunteers from the participants are requested to share their experiences and the 

 knowledge they have gained from the training on wildlife handling. 

 

Submodule 7. The Rules of Procedure for Environmental Cases 

 

In April 2010, the Supreme Court promulgated the Rules of Procedure for Environmental 

Cases. This Session focuses mainly on the following: 

 

  1. The context and background of the Rules.  

  2. The efforts by the Supreme Court to help curb environmental destruction 

  3. The coverage of the Rules  

  4. The objectives of the Rules 

  5. Salient Features of the Rules 

  6. Novel provisions in the Rules that are not available in the regular courts 

 

Submodule 8. Protocol on Investigation and General Surveillance including familiarization 

of forms and workshop on the protocol for investigation and general surveillance 

 

Activity Nos. 1 and 2 of this Session provide for the definition, procedure, and forms used 

for Investigation and Surveillance. Activity No. 3 is a Workshop where participants are divided 

into groups and are given sample cases. At the end of the workshop, each group are asked to 

discuss their case, prepare the forms needed and the outline of the step by step procedure to be 

undertaken in the conduct of investigation and/or surveillance activities for their case.    

 

Sample of the following forms are also provided in Session 9: 

 

 Form #1: Request for Certification of Existence of Permits 

 Form #2: Certification on Presence of Permit 

 Form #3: Certification of Negative Permit 
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 Form #4: Summary of Information Sheet Confidential 

 Form #5: Investigation Report 

 Form #6: Boarding Certificate 

  

Submodule 9. Protocol on Arrest and Search 

 

The objective of this Session is to enable the participants to identify and explain the steps 

to be taken by an enforcer in effecting arrest and search. It discusses the following – a.) Basic 

rights of the accused; b.) Arrest in general; c.) Circumstances under which warrantless arrest is 

allowed; d.) Protocol under the Manual of Operations for Wildlife Law Enforcement in executing 

a warrantless arrest; e.) Documentation needed to be prepared under warrantless arrest; f.) 

Warrantless Search; g.) Remedy for law enforcer if warrantless arrest is not executed; h.) Protocol 

in the service of the warrant of arrest; i.) Search Warrant; and j.) Protocol in serving a search 

warrant. 

 

Submodule 10. Workshop on the Protocol on Arrest and Search 

 

The workshop groups are given a sample case scenario each. The output of the group is an 

outline of the step-by-step procedure undertaken in the conduct of arrest and search and the forms 

needed for the sample case.   

 

Sample of the following forms are also provided in Session 11: 

 

 Form #1: Affidavit of Arrest 

 Form #2: Affidavit of Witness 

 Form #3: Apprehension Report 

 

Submodule 11. Protocol on Seizure, Handling and Custody of Evidence 

 

The objective of this Session is to enable the participants to identify and explain the steps 

to be taken by an enforcer in effecting seizure, handling evidence, and custody of the same. The 

following topics are discussed – a.) Verification of documents; b.) Inventory, identification and 

labelling; c.) Preparation of seizure receipt; d.) Transfer and transport of evidence; and e.) 

Turnover of evidence. 

 

Submodule 12. Workshop on the Protocol on Seizure, Handling and Custody of Evidence 

 

This Session is composed of two (2) activities. For Activity No. 1, the speaker will present 

the prescribed forms used for seizure. On the other hand, for Activity No. 2, the workshop groups 

are given a sample case scenario each. The output of the group is an outline of the step-by-step 

procedure undertaken in the conduct of seizure, handling and custody of evidence, as well as the 

forms needed for the sample case.   

 

Sample of the following forms are also provided in Session 13: 

 

 Form #1: Evidence Tag Form 
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 Form #2: Inventory Sheet 

 Form #3: Wildlife Seizure Receipt 

 Form #4: Turn-over Receipt 

 

Submodule 13. Protocol on Case Filing and Prosecution 

 

This Session is about Filing and Prosecution of the case under warrantless arrest and under 

regular circumstance. Particularly, the following topics will be discussed – a.) Filing of complaint 

and the inquest proceedings; b.) Filing of information; c.) Steps to be taken if the initial information 

of violation is received by DENR WEO; and d.) Steps to be taken if the initial information of 

violation is received by NON-DENR WEO. 

 

Submodule 14. Workshop on Protocol on Case Filing 

 

This Session is composed of two (2) activities. For Activity No. 1, the speaker will present 

the prescribed forms used for case filing. On the other hand, for Activity No. 2, the workshop 

groups are given a sample case scenario each. The output of the group is an outline of the step-by-

step procedure undertaken in the conduct of investigation and/or surveillance activities, as well as 

the forms needed for the sample case.   

 

Sample of the following forms are also provided in Session 15: 

 

 Form #1: Affidavit Complaint 

 Form #2: Referral Letter 

 

Submodule 15. Photo Documentation 

 

Session 16 is input and discussion on photo documentation for wildlife cases. It provides 

for the definition of photo documentation, forensic photography, and crime scene photography. It 

also shows samples of suggested photos/shots for documentation of law enforcement operations, 

which includes the following – a.) Pre-operations photographs; b.) Overall scene photographs; c.) 

Identification photographs; and d.) Evidence photographs and other photographs. 

  

Submodule 16. Steps in the Application for Search Warrant  

 

 The objective of this Session is to enable the participants to identify and explain the steps 

to be taken by a peace officer in applying for a search warrant. 

 

Submodule 17. Workshop on the Application for Search Warrant 

 

 The speaker will present the prescribed forms used for application of search warrants. 

Thereafter, participants will have a role play, where they will portray their individual role in a 

mock hearing. The last part of this Session is a discussion of the participants and the speaker’s 

comments or observations on the mock hearing. 

 

Sample of the following forms are also provided in Session 18: 
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 Form #1: Application for Search Warrant 

 Form #2: Affidavit of Witnesses 

 Form #3: Deposition of Witnesses 

 Form #4: Receipt for Property Seized 

 Form #5: Certification of Orderly Search 

 Form #6: Return of Warrant 

 

Submodule 18. Field Practice and Processing 

 

There are two (2) activities under this session – 1.) Group planning for field practice; and 

2.) Actual Field Practice. The field practice may be conducted in locations such as pet shops, 

wildlife farms or conduct of raids in warehouses, etc.  

 

Submodule 19. Assessment and Processing of Field Practice (Debriefing) 

 

This Session is a discussion of the result of the Field Practice. The participants and the 

speaker will give their comments or observations on the Field Practice. 

 

 

2. Guidebook for Resource Persons on the Prosecution of Environmental Cases  

 

This Guidebook contains five (5) sub-modules, namely – a.) The Brown Laws; b.) 

The Blue Laws; c.) The Green Laws; d.) The Rules of Criminal Procedure for 

Environmental Cases; and e.) Judicial Affidavit.  

 

Included in the Guidebook is a sample training program/schedule and an over-all 

training program objectives. Each module has its own specific learning objectives and is 

divided into several sessions. The modules provide information on the salient provisions 

of the law and also presents in a table format the specific violations, elements of the offense 

and penalties and the recommended evidence. 

 

The sample training program and design of this Guidebook suggests a four-day 

training where the first two days are mostly lectures, workshops, and open forum sessions. 

The third day is ecological interaction activity while the fourth day is an additional time 

for the participants to travel back to Manila/Station. 

 

Topics related to Wildlife Law Enforcement: 

 

i.) Wildlife Trafficking and Wildlife Laws 

 

Session 2 of Module 3 (Green Laws) discusses the Provisions of the Wildlife Resources 

Conservation and Protection Act (R.A. No. 9147). Topic outline of the discussion on the Law is 

as follows – a. Policies and objectives; b.) Definition of selected terms; c.) Salient Provisions; d.) 

Scope of Application; e.) Jurisdiction; and f.) Regulated Acts, Prohibited Acts and Penalties, 

Additional Penalties.  
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ii.) Rules of Procedure for Environmental Cases.  

 

Module 4 is a discussion on the scope of the Rules of Procedure for Environmental Cases 

or A.M. No. 09-06-8-SC, the suppletory application of the Rules of Court and the five (5) parts of 

the law. It also discusses the elements of Environmental Protection Order and Issuance of 

Temporary Environmental Protection Order (TEPO) in environmental cases and the introduction 

of the Rule to Precautionary Principle. 

 Another important topic is the nature of the Writ of Kalikasan and its procedure for 

issuance, and the nature of the Writ of Continuing Mandamus. It also discusses the applicable 

provisions of the Rules of Court, particularly those relating to prosecution of criminal and civil 

action and the venue for filing environmental cases and the prescriptive period under the 

Environmental laws.  

 Lastly, this Session presents the concept of Strategic Lawsuit against Public Participation 

(SLAPP), which is an action directed against persons who enforce the environmental laws with 

the intent to vex and harass them so that they will lose their enthusiasm to enforce and assert 

environmental rights.  

 

VII. ANALYSIS/DISCUSSION   

 

To determine the module that has to be developed, the following were considered: 

 

1. The concerned Environmental Law Enforcement agencies (Under this chapter, we group 

together the agencies that have the same mandates pertinent to Wildlife Law Enforcement);  

2. The mandates of said agencies pertinent to Wildlife Law Enforcement; 

3. The training requirement based on the mandates of said agencies;  

4. The training gaps; 

5. Determination of the existence of the module or submodule;  

 

To facilitate appreciation, these data are summarized in a table form and shown below. The 

last column indicates the applicable module or submodule that may be used and/or adopted by 

the said agencies in the conduct of their trainings.    

 

Agency Mandate 
pertinent to WLE 

Capacity needed in 
terms of knowledge 

and skills 

Training Needs/Gap Applicable Module 
or Submodule 
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DENR 1. Formulate, 
implement and 
supervise the 
implementation 
of  policies, plans 
and programs 
related to the 
management, 
conservation, 
development, use 
and 
replenishment of 
the country’s 
natural resources, 
which include 
waters, fisheries, 
wildlife and 
offshore  areas 
(EO 292, Title 
XIV); 

 

2. Protect all 
turtles and 
tortoises and 
wetland species, 
including but not 
limited to 
crocodiles, 
waterbirds and all 
amphibians and 
dugong (RA 9147, 
sec. 4); 

 

3. Seize illegally 
traded wildlife 
and to arrest 
violators (for 
deputized WEOs); 

1. Prohibited acts 
under the Wildlife 
Act (RA 9147); 
 

2.Relevant 
prohibited acts 
under the Forestry 
Code of the Phil (PD 
705); 
 

3.Relevant 
prohibited acts 
under the Fisheries 
Code, as amended; 
 

4.Relevant 
prohibited acts 
under the NIPAS 
Act, as amended by 
ENIPAS Act; 
 

5. Relevant CITES 
Provisions; 
 

6.Wildlife 
Identification; 
 

7. Wildlife 
handling; 
 

8.Preparation of 
investigation 
reports; 
 

1. Relevant prohibited 
acts under the 
Fisheries Code, as 
amended; 
 

2. Relevant prohibited 
acts under the NIPAS, 
as amended by 
ENIPAS Act; 
 

3. Relevant CITES 
Provisions; 
 

4. Wildlife 
Identification; 
 

5. Wildlife handling; 
 

6. Preparation of 
investigation reports; 
 

7. Preparation of 
surveillance and 
monitoring reports; 
 

8. Preparation of 
apprehension reports; 
 

9. Preparation of 
reports on cases filed 
before the Office of the 
Prosecutors; 
 

10. Preparation of 
affidavits (complaint 

 
1.–5.  
 
a. WLE Training 
Module 
 
Submodule 2. Wildlife 

Resources Protection 

and Conservation Act 

(RA 9147) and other 

relevant laws, rules, and 

regulations 

 

b. Guidebook for 

Resource Persons on the 

Prosecution of 

Environmental Cases  

 

Submodule 3. Green 

Laws 

 

6. WLE Training 
Module 
 

Submodule 5. Wildlife 

Species Familiarization 

(Familiarization with 

Commonly Traded 

Wildlife Fauna) 

 

7. WLE Training 

Module 

 

Submodule 6. Wildlife 

Handling  

 

8.-9. WLE Training 

Module 

 

Submodule 8. Protocol 

on Investigation and 

General Surveillance 

including 

familiarization of forms 

and workshop on the 
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4. Investigate for 
case build-up. 

9.Preparation of 
surveillance and 
monitoring reports; 
 

10.Preparation of 
apprehension 
reports; 
 

11. Preparation of 
reports on cases 
filed before the 
Office of the 
Prosecutors; 
 

12. Preparation of 
affidavits 
(complaint 
affidavit, affidavit 
of arresting officer 
and affidavit of 
witnesses); 
 

13. Preparation of 
inventory sheet 
report; 
 

14. Preparation of 
seizure and turn-
over receipt and 
acceptance receipts; 

  

15. Filing of 
complaint with the 
office of the 
Prosecutor; 
 

affidavit, affidavit of 
arresting officer and 
affidavit of witnesses); 
 

11. Preparation of 
inventory sheet report; 
 

12. Preparation of 
seizure and turn-over 
receipt and acceptance 
receipts; 

  

13. Filing of complaint 
with the office of the 
Prosecutor; 
 

14.Inspection, 
procedure/safety; 
 

15. Surveillance and 
monitoring of wildlife-
related activities; 
 

16. Smuggling 
techniques and 
method of 
concealment; 
 

17. Documentation of 
frauds and detection 
of falsified or invalid 
documents; 
 

18. Duties and 
responsibilities of law 

protocol for 

investigation and 

general surveillance 

 

10. WLE Training 
Module 
 

Submodule 9. Protocol 

on Arrest and Search 

 

Submodule 10. 

Workshop on the 

Protocol on Arrest and 

Search 

 

11.-15. WLE Training 
Module 

Submodule 11. 

Protocol on Seizure, 

Handling and Custody 

of Evidence 

 

Submodule 12. 

Workshop on the 

Protocol on Seizure, 

Handling and Custody 

of Evidence 

 

Submodule 13. 

Protocol on Case Filing 

and Prosecution 

 

Submodule 14. 

Workshop on Protocol 

on Case Filing 

 

17.-19 WLE Training 

Module 

 

Submodule 8. Protocol 

on Investigation and 

General Surveillance 

including 
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16.Inspection, 
procedure/safety; 
 

17. Surveillance and 
monitoring of 
wildlife-related 
activities; 
 

18.Smuggling 
techniques and 
method of 
concealment; 
 

19. Documentation 
of frauds and 
detection of falsified 
or invalid 
documents; 
 

20. Duties and 
responsibilities of 
law enforcement 
agencies and 
offices; 
 

21.Criminal 
procedure under 
the RPEC; 
 

22. Rules on arrest, 
search, seizure and 
detention; 
 

23. Rules on 
evidence; 
 

enforcement agencies 
and offices; 
 

19. Criminal 
procedure under the 
RPEC 

20. Rules on arrest, 
search, seizure and 
detention 

21. Rules on evidence 

22. Evidence 
custodianship 

23. SLAPP Suits 

24. Court testimony 

25. Anti-money 
laundering (Intro) 

26. Online trade (Intro) 

27. Controlled 
delivery (Intro) 

familiarization of forms 

and workshop on the 

protocol for 

investigation and 

general surveillance 

 

Submodule 9. Protocol 

on Arrest and Search 

 

Submodule 10. 

Workshop on the 

Protocol on Arrest and 

Search 

Submodule 11. 

Protocol on Seizure, 

Handling and Custody 

of Evidence 

 

Submodule 12. 

Workshop on the 

Protocol on Seizure, 

Handling and Custody 

of Evidence 

20. WLE Training 
Module  

 
Submodule 3. The Role 

of Government and its 

officials in the 

enforcement of wildlife 

laws (Mandate of 

government agencies in 

the enforcement of 

wildlife laws) 

 

21.-26.  

 

a. WLE Training 

Module 

 

Submodule 7. The 

Rules of Procedure for 

Environmental Cases 



 Inventory of Trainings and Modules for Wildlife Law Enforcers 

45 | Page 
 

24.Evidence 
custodianship; 
 

25.SLAPP Suits; 
 

26.Court testimony; 
 

27.Anti-money 
laundering (intro); 
 

28. Online trade 
(intro); 
 

29. Controlled 
delivery (intro) 

 

Submodule 9. Protocol 

on Arrest and Search 

 

Submodule 10. 

Workshop on the 

Protocol on Arrest and 

Search 

Submodule 11. 

Protocol on Seizure, 

Handling and Custody 

of Evidence 

 

Submodule 12. 

Workshop on the 

Protocol on Seizure, 

Handling and Custody 

of Evidence 

 

Submodule 16. Steps in 

the Application for 

Search Warrant 

 

Submodule 17. 

Workshop on the 

Application for Search 

Warrant 

 

b. Guidebook for 

Resource Persons on the 

Prosecution of 

Environmental Cases  

 

Submodule 4. The 

Rules of Criminal 

Procedure for 

Environmental Cases 
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DOJ - 
NPS 

Serve as the 
government's 
prosecution arm 
and administers 
the government's 
criminal justice 
system by 
investigating 
crimes, 
prosecuting 
offenders and 
overseeing 
correctional 
system. 

1. Prohibited acts 
under the Wildlife 
Act (RA 9147); 
 

2. Relevant 
prohibited acts 
under the Forestry 
Code of the Phil (PD 
705); 
 

3. Relevant 
prohibited acts 
under the Fisheries 
Code, as amended; 
 

4. Relevant 
prohibited acts 
under the National 
Integrated 
Protected Area Act, 
as amended by 
ENIPAS Act; 
 

5.Relevant CITES 
Provisions; 
 

6.Wildlife 
Identification; 
 

7. Documentation of 
frauds and 
detection of falsified 
or invalid 
documents; 
 

1. Prohibited acts 
under the Wildlife Act 
(RA 9147); 

  

2. Relevant prohibited 
acts under the 
National Integrated 
Protected Area Act, as 
amended by ENIPAS 
Act; 
 

3.Relevant CITES 
Provisions; 
 

4.Wildlife 
Identification; 
 

5.Sumggling 
techniques and 
method of 
concealment; 
 

6. Documentation of 
frauds and detection 
of falsified or invalid 
documents; 
 

7. Criminal procedure 
under the RPEC; 
 

8. Duties and 
responsibilities of law 
enforcement agencies 
and offices; 
 

1.–5.  
 
a. WLE Training 
Module 
 
Submodule 2. Wildlife 

Resources Protection 

and Conservation Act 

(RA 9147) and other 

relevant laws, rules, and 

regulations 

 

b. Guidebook for 

Resource Persons on the 

Prosecution of 

Environmental Cases  

 

Submodule 3. Green 

Laws 

 

6. WLE Training 
Module 
 

Submodule 5. Wildlife 

Species Familiarization 

(Familiarization with 

Commonly Traded 

Wildlife Fauna) 

 

7. WLE Training 

Module 

 

Submodule 9. Protocol 

on Arrest and Search 

 

Submodule 10. 

Workshop on the 

Protocol on Arrest and 

Search 

Submodule 11. 

Protocol on Seizure, 

Handling and Custody 

of Evidence 
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8. Duties and 
responsibilities of 
law enforcement 
agencies and 
offices; 
 

9. Criminal 
procedure under 
the RPEC; 
 

10. SLAPP Suits; 
 

11.Anti-money 
laundering; 
 

12. Controlled 
delivery (intro) 

9. SLAPP Suits; 
 

10. Anti-money 
laundering; 
 

11. Controlled 
delivery (intro) 

Submodule 12. 

Workshop on the 

Protocol on Seizure, 

Handling and Custody 

of Evidence 

8. WLE Training 
Module  

 
Submodule 3. The Role 

of Government and its 

officials in the 

enforcement of wildlife 

laws (Mandate of 

government agencies in 

the enforcement of 

wildlife laws) 

 

9.-10.  

 

a. WLE Training 

Module 

 

Submodule 7. The 

Rules of Procedure for 

Environmental Cases 

 

Submodule 9. Protocol 

on Arrest and Search 

 

Submodule 10. 

Workshop on the 

Protocol on Arrest and 

Search 

Submodule 11. 

Protocol on Seizure, 

Handling and Custody 

of Evidence 

 

Submodule 12. 

Workshop on the 

Protocol on Seizure, 

Handling and Custody 

of Evidence 
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Submodule 16. Steps in 

the Application for 

Search Warrant 

 

Submodule 17. 

Workshop on the 

Application for Search 

Warrant 

 

b. Guidebook for 

Resource Persons on the 

Prosecution of 

Environmental Cases  

 

Submodule 4. The 

Rules of Criminal 

Procedure for 

Environmental Cases 
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NBI/CI
DG 

Sec.30, RA 9147: 
The designated 
WEO shall have 
the full authority 
to seize illegally 
traded wildlife 
and to arrest 
violators. 
 

2. Investigate for 
case build up for 
high profile 
case/s 

1. Prohibited acts 
under the Wildlife 
Act (RA 9147) 

2. Relevant 
prohibited acts 
under the Forestry 
Code of the Phil (PD 
705 

3. Relevant 
prohibited acts 
under the Fisheries 
Code, as amended 

4. Relevant 
prohibited acts 
under the NIPAS 
Act, as amended by 
ENIPAS Act 

5. Relevant CITES 
Provisions 

6. Wildlife 
Identification 

7. Wildlife handling 

8. Preparation of 
investigation 
reports 

9. Preparation of 
surveillance and 
monitoring reports 

10. Preparation of 
apprehension 
reports 

11. Preparation of 
reports on cases 

1. Relevant prohibited 
acts under the 
National Integrated 
Protected Area Act, as 
amended by ENIPAS 
Act 

2. Wildlife 
Identification 

3. Smuggling 
techniques and 
method of 
concealment 

4. SLAPP Suits 

1.–5.  
 
a. WLE Training 
Module 
 
Submodule 2. Wildlife 

Resources Protection 

and Conservation Act 

(RA 9147) and other 

relevant laws, rules, and 

regulations 

 

b. Guidebook for 

Resource Persons on the 

Prosecution of 

Environmental Cases  

 

Submodule 3. Green 

Laws 

 

6. WLE Training 
Module 
 

Submodule 5. Wildlife 

Species Familiarization 

(Familiarization with 

Commonly Traded 

Wildlife Fauna) 

 

7. WLE Training 

Module 

 

Submodule 6. Wildlife 

Handling  

 

8.-9. WLE Training 

Module 

 

Submodule 8. Protocol 

on Investigation and 

General Surveillance 

including 

familiarization of forms 

and workshop on the 

protocol for 
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filed before the 
Office of the 
Prosecutors 

12. Preparation of 
affidavits 
(complaint 
affidavit, affidavit 
of arresting officer 
and affidavit of 
witnesses) 

13. Preparation of 
seizure and turn-
over receipt and 
acceptance receipts 

14, Filing of 
complaint with the 
office of the 
Prosecutor 

15. Surveillance and 
monitoring of 
wildlife-related 
activities 

16. Smuggling 
techniques and 
method of 
concealment 

17. Documentation 
of frauds and 
detection of falsified 
or invalid 
documents 

18.Duties and 
responsibilities of 
law enforcement 
agencies and offices 

investigation and 

general surveillance 

 

10. WLE Training 
Module 
 

Submodule 9. Protocol 

on Arrest and Search 

Submodule 10. 

Workshop on the 

Protocol on Arrest and 

Search 

 

11.-15. WLE Training 
Module 

Submodule 11. 

Protocol on Seizure, 

Handling and Custody 

of Evidence 

 

Submodule 12. 

Workshop on the 

Protocol on Seizure, 

Handling and Custody 

of Evidence 

 

Submodule 13. 

Protocol on Case Filing 

and Prosecution 

 

Submodule 14. 

Workshop on Protocol 

on Case Filing 

 

16.17. WLE Training 

Module 

 

Submodule 9. Protocol 

on Arrest and Search 

 

Submodule 10. 

Workshop on the 
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19. Criminal 
procedure under 
the RPEC 

20. Rules on arrest, 
search, seizure and 
detention 

21. Criminal 
Procedure under 
RPEC 

22. Rules on 
evidence 

23. Evidence 
custodianship 

24. SLAPP Suits 

25. Court testimony 

26. Anti-money 
laundering (intro) 

27.Crime scene 
management 

28. Online trade 
(intro) 

29. Controlled 
delivery (intro) 

Protocol on Arrest and 

Search 

Submodule 11. 

Protocol on Seizure, 

Handling and Custody 

of Evidence 

 

Submodule 12. 

Workshop on the 

Protocol on Seizure, 

Handling and Custody 

of Evidence 

18. WLE Training 
Module  
 

Submodule 3. The Role 

of Government and its 

officials in the 

enforcement of wildlife 

laws (Mandate of 

government agencies in 

the enforcement of 

wildlife laws) 

 

19.-25.  

 

a. WLE Training 

Module 

 

Submodule 7. The 

Rules of Procedure for 

Environmental Cases 

 

Submodule 9. Protocol 

on Arrest and Search 

 

Submodule 10. 

Workshop on the 

Protocol on Arrest and 

Search 

Submodule 11. 

Protocol on Seizure, 
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Handling and Custody 

of Evidence 

 

Submodule 12. 

Workshop on the 

Protocol on Seizure, 

Handling and Custody 

of Evidence 

 

Submodule 16. Steps in 

the Application for 

Search Warrant 

 

Submodule 17. 

Workshop on the 

Application for Search 

Warrant 

 

b. Guidebook for 

Resource Persons on the 

Prosecution of 

Environmental Cases  

 

Submodule 4. The 

Rules of Criminal 

Procedure for 

Environmental Cases 
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PNP Sec.30, RA 9147: 
The designated 
WEO shall have 
full authority to 
seize illegally 
traded wildlife 
and to arrest 
violators. 

1. Prohibited acts 
under the Wildlife 
Act (RA 9147) 

2. Relevant 
prohibited acts 
under the Forestry 
Code of the Phil (PD 
705 

3. Relevant 
prohibited acts 
under the Fisheries 
Code, as amended 

4. Relevant 
prohibited acts 
under the National 
Integrated 
Protected Area Act, 
as amended by 
ENIPAS Act 

5.Wildlife 
Identification 

6. Preparation of 
apprehension 
reports 

7. Preparation of 
affidavits 
(complaint 
affidavit, affidavit 
of arresting officer 
and affidavit of 
witnesses) 

8. Preparation of 
inventory sheet 
report 

1. Prohibited acts 
under the Wildlife Act 
(RA 9147) 

2. Relevant prohibited 
acts under the Forestry 
Code of the Phil (PD 
705 

3. Relevant prohibited 
acts under the 
Fisheries Code, as 
amended 

4. Relevant prohibited 
acts under the 
National Integrated 
Protected Area Act, as 
amended by ENIPAS 
Act 

5.Wildlife 
Identification 

6. Inspection, 
procedure/safety 

7.Sumggling 
techniques and 
method of 
concealment 

8. Documentation of 
frauds and detection 
of falsified or invalid 
documents 

9. Wildlife handling 

10. Criminal 
procedure under the 
RPEC 

1.–4.  
 
a. WLE Training 
Module 
 
Submodule 2. Wildlife 

Resources Protection 

and Conservation Act 

(RA 9147) and other 

relevant laws, rules, and 

regulations 

 

b. Guidebook for 

Resource Persons on the 

Prosecution of 

Environmental Cases  

 

Submodule 3. Green 

Laws 

 

5. WLE Training 
Module 
 

Submodule 5. Wildlife 

Species Familiarization 

(Familiarization with 

Commonly Traded 

Wildlife Fauna) 

6. WLE Training 
Module 
 

Submodule 9. Protocol 

on Arrest and Search 

 

Submodule 10. 

Workshop on the 

Protocol on Arrest and 

Search 

 

7.-10.WLE Training 
Module 
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9.Preparation of 
seizure and turn-
over receipt and 
acceptance receipts 

10. Filing of 
complaint with the 
office of the 
Prosecutor 

11. Inspection, 
procedure/safety 

12. Surveillance and 
monitoring of 
wildlife-related 
activities 

Sumggling 
techniques and 
method of 
concealment 

13. Documentation 
of frauds and 
detection of falsified 
or invalid 
documents 

14. Duties and 
responsibilities of 
law enforcement 
agencies and offices 

15. Wildlife 
handling 

16. Criminal 
procedure under 
the RPEC 

Evidence 
custodianship 

11. SLAPP Suits 

12. Court testimony 

13.Inspection  and 
verification of 
shipments of wildlife, 
its by-products and 
derivatives for export, 
re-export, import and 
local transport 

14. Anti-money 
laundering 

Submodule 11. 

Protocol on Seizure, 

Handling and Custody 

of Evidence 

 

Submodule 12. 

Workshop on the 

Protocol on Seizure, 

Handling and Custody 

of Evidence 

 

Submodule 13. 

Protocol on Case Filing 

and Prosecution 

 

Submodule 14. 

Workshop on Protocol 

on Case Filing 

 

12.-13. WLE Training 

Module 

 

Submodule 9. Protocol 

on Arrest and Search 

 

Submodule 10. 

Workshop on the 

Protocol on Arrest and 

Search 

Submodule 11. 

Protocol on Seizure, 

Handling and Custody 

of Evidence 

 

Submodule 12. 

Workshop on the 

Protocol on Seizure, 

Handling and Custody 

of Evidence 

 

14. WLE Training 
Module  
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17. Rules on arrest, 
search, seizure and 
detention 

18. Rules on 
evidence 

19. Evidence 
custodianship 

20. SLAPP Suits 

21. Court testimony 

 22. Inspection  and 
verification of 
shipments of 
wildlife, its by-
products and 
derivatives for 
export, re-export, 
import and local 
transport (PNP MG; 
AVSEGROUP) 

23. Anti-money 
laundering (Intro) 

24. Crime scene 
investigation 

Submodule 3. The Role 

of Government and its 

officials in the 

enforcement of wildlife 

laws (Mandate of 

government agencies in 

the enforcement of 

wildlife laws) 

 

15. WLE Training 

Module 

 

Submodule 6. Wildlife 

Handling   

 

16.-21.  

 

a. WLE Training 

Module 

 

Submodule 7. The 

Rules of Procedure for 

Environmental Cases 

 

Submodule 9. Protocol 

on Arrest and Search 

 

Submodule 10. 

Workshop on the 

Protocol on Arrest and 

Search 

Submodule 11. 

Protocol on Seizure, 

Handling and Custody 

of Evidence 

 

Submodule 12. 

Workshop on the 

Protocol on Seizure, 

Handling and Custody 

of Evidence 

 

Submodule 16. Steps in 

the Application for 

Search Warrant 
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Submodule 17. 

Workshop on the 

Application for Search 

Warrant 

 

b. Guidebook for 

Resource Persons on the 

Prosecution of 

Environmental Cases  

 

Submodule 4. The 

Rules of Criminal 

Procedure for 

Environmental Cases 

 

22. WLE Training 

Module 

 

Submodule 8. Protocol 

on Investigation and 

General Surveillance 

including 

familiarization of forms 

and workshop on the 

protocol for 

investigation and 

general surveillance 
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Other 
partner 
agencie
s 

DA-
BFAR, 
BAI, 
BPI, 
CAAP, 
PPA, 
PCG, 
BOC 

Provide support 
and assistance in 
the enforcement 
of wildlife laws. 

1. Prohibited acts 
under the Wildlife 
Act (RA 9147) 

2. Relevant 
prohibited acts 
under the Forestry 
Code of the Phil (PD 
705 

3. Relevant 
prohibited acts 
under the Fisheries 
Code, as amended 

4. Relevant 
prohibited acts 
under the National 
Integrated 
Protected Area Act, 
as amended by 
ENIPAS Act 

5.Relevant CITES 
Provisions 

6.Wildlife 
Identification 

7.Smuggling 
techniques and 
method of 
concealment 

8. Documentation of 
frauds and 
detection of falsified 
or invalid 
documents 

9. Inspection 
procedure/safety 

1. Prohibited acts 
under the Wildlife Act 
(RA 9147) 

2. Relevant prohibited 
acts under the Forestry 
Code of the Phil (PD 
705 

3. Relevant prohibited 
acts under the 
Fisheries Code, as 
amended 

4. Relevant prohibited 
acts under the 
National Integrated 
Protected Area Act, as 
amended by ENIPAS 
Act 

5.Relevant CITES 
Provisions 

6.Wildlife 
Identification 

7.Smuggling 
techniques and 
method of 
concealment 

8. Documentation of 
frauds and detection 
of falsified or invalid 
documents 

9. Inspection 
procedure/safety 

10. Duties and 
responsibilities of law 

1.–5.  
 
a. WLE Training 
Module 
 
Submodule 2. Wildlife 

Resources Protection 

and Conservation Act 

(RA 9147) and other 

relevant laws, rules, and 

regulations 

 

b. Guidebook for 

Resource Persons on the 

Prosecution of 

Environmental Cases  

 

Submodule 3. Green 

Laws 

 

6. WLE Training 
Module 
 

Submodule 5. Wildlife 

Species Familiarization 

(Familiarization with 

Commonly Traded 

Wildlife Fauna) 

 

7.-8. WLE Training 

Module 

 

Submodule 9. Protocol 

on Arrest and Search 

 

Submodule 10. 

Workshop on the 

Protocol on Arrest and 

Search 

Submodule 11. 

Protocol on Seizure, 

Handling and Custody 

of Evidence 
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10. Duties and 
responsibilities of 
law enforcement 
agencies and offices 

11. Wildlife 
handling 

12. Criminal 
procedure under 
the RPEC 

13. SLAPP Suits 

14. Court testimony 

15. Online trade 
(Intro) 

16. Controlled 
delivery (Intro) 

enforcement agencies 
and offices 

11. Wildlife handling 

12. Criminal 
procedure under the 
RPEC 

13. SLAPP Suits 

14. Court testimony 

15. Online trade (Intro) 

16. Controlled 
delivery (Intro) 

Submodule 12. 

Workshop on the 

Protocol on Seizure, 

Handling and Custody 

of Evidence 

 

10. WLE Training 
Module 
 

Submodule 3. The Role 

of Government and its 

officials in the 

enforcement of wildlife 

laws (Mandate of 

government agencies in 

the enforcement of 

wildlife laws) 

 

11. WLE Training 

Module 

 

Submodule 6. Wildlife 

Handling   

 

12.-14.  

 

a. WLE Training 

Module 

 

Submodule 7. The 

Rules of Procedure for 

Environmental Cases 

 

Submodule 9. Protocol 

on Arrest and Search 

 

Submodule 10. 

Workshop on the 

Protocol on Arrest and 

Search 

Submodule 11. 

Protocol on Seizure, 

Handling and Custody 

of Evidence 
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Submodule 12. 

Workshop on the 

Protocol on Seizure, 

Handling and Custody 

of Evidence 

 

Submodule 16. Steps in 

the Application for 

Search Warrant 

 

Submodule 17. 

Workshop on the 

Application for Search 

Warrant 

 

b. Guidebook for 

Resource Persons on the 

Prosecution of 

Environmental Cases  

 

Submodule 4. The 

Rules of Criminal 

Procedure for 

Environmental Cases 
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LGU Ensure the 
preservation and 
enhancement of 
culture, 
promotion of 
health and safety, 
right of people to a 
balanced ecology, 
development of 
technological 
capabilities, 
improvement of 
public morals, 
economic 
prosperity and 
social justice 

1. Prohibited acts 
under the Wildlife 
Act (RA 9147) 

2.Relevant 
prohibited acts 
under the Forestry 
Code of the Phil (PD 
705 

3.Relevant 
prohibited acts 
under the Fisheries 
Code, as amended 

4.Wildlife 
Identification 

5.Inspection, 
procedure/safety 

6. Documentation of 
frauds and 
detection of falsified 
or invalid 
documents 

7.Duties and 
responsibilities of 
law enforcement 
agencies and offices 

8.Wildlife handling 

9.SLAPP Suits 

10.Anti-money 
laundering (Intro) 

1. Prohibited acts 
under the Wildlife Act 
(RA 9147) 

2.Relevant prohibited 
acts under the Forestry 
Code of the Phil (PD 
705 

3.Relevant prohibited 
acts under the 
Fisheries Code, as 
amended 

4.Wildlife 
Identification 

5.Inspection, 
procedure/safety 

6.Duties and 
responsibilities of law 
enforcement agencies 
and offices 

7.Wildlife handling 

8.SLAPP Suits 

9.Anti-money 
laundering  (Intro) 

1.–3.  
 
a. WLE Training 
Module 
 
Submodule 2. Wildlife 

Resources Protection 

and Conservation Act 

(RA 9147) and other 

relevant laws, rules, and 

regulations 

 

b. Guidebook for 

Resource Persons on the 

Prosecution of 

Environmental Cases  

 

Submodule 3. Green 

Laws 

 

4. WLE Training 
Module 
 

Submodule 5. Wildlife 

Species Familiarization 

(Familiarization with 

Commonly Traded 

Wildlife Fauna) 

 

6. WLE Training 

Module 

 

Submodule 9. Protocol 

on Arrest and Search 

 

Submodule 10. 

Workshop on the 

Protocol on Arrest and 

Search 

Submodule 11. 

Protocol on Seizure, 

Handling and Custody 

of Evidence 
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Submodule 12. 

Workshop on the 

Protocol on Seizure, 

Handling and Custody 

of Evidence 

7. WLE Training 
Module 

 
Submodule 3. The Role 

of Government and its 

officials in the 

enforcement of wildlife 

laws (Mandate of 

government agencies in 

the enforcement of 

wildlife laws) 

 

8. WLE Training 

Module 

 

Submodule 6. Wildlife 

Handling   

 

9.  

 

a. WLE Training 

Module 

 

Submodule 7. The 

Rules of Procedure for 

Environmental Cases 

 

b. Guidebook for 

Resource Persons on the 

Prosecution of 

Environmental Cases  

Submodule 4. The 

Rules of Criminal 

Procedure for 

Environmental Cases 
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VIII. Recommendation  
 

As can be seen from the table above (Part VII), most of the capacity needs indicated in Column 3, 

are already covered by existing modules and/or submodules. Only the following are not covered, 

to wit - a.) Inspection, procedure/safety; b.) Anti-money laundering (intro); c.) Online trade (intro); 

and d.) Controlled delivery (intro). Thus, it is concluded that –  

 

● In addition to the existing trainings, wildlife law enforcers from the DENR and 

its partners agencies, namely, PNP (Avsegroup, local police, Maritime Group) 

DA-BFAR, DA-BPI, PCG, Bureau of Customs, PPA, airport police  need also 

a training on introduction to money laundering, introduction to online wildlife 

trade, introduction to controlled delivery and safety inspection protocol.  

 

Introduction to Money Laundering, Online Wildlife Trade, and Controlled Delivery 

 

Money Laundering, Online Wildilfe Trade and Controlled Delivery Techniques require 

specialized knowledge, skills and abilities beyond those required to investigate and prosecute 

criminal cases. For example, in the conduct of online trade investigations, the law enforcer or agent 

must have the ability to find and navigate the web to locate the markets and forums. In controlled 

delivery, conduct of risk assessment is needed specially when the safety of innocent victims is 

involved while conducting surveillance. Hence, before a law enforcer or agent may conduct such 

investigations, it is important that he/she must be equipped of the required knowledge and skills 

and is mandated under the law to conduct such activity. 

 

  For deputized wildlife law enforcers, despite lack of skills and knowledge and the 

mandate under the law to conduct these specialized techniques, it is important to have a 

background and basic information of what Money Laundering and Online Wildlife Trade is and 

how these investigations are being conducted. As frontliners, wildlife law enforcers must be aware 

of the developments and use of technology in illegal wildlife trade. Hence, it is suggested that a 

Module and Training on Introduction to Money Laundering, Online Wildlife Trade and Controlled 

Delivery be included in the training course for wildlife law enforcers. 

 

Safety Inspection Protocol        

      

Animal welfare, public health and safety are constant and major concerns in the conduct 

of wildlife inspection. Irrespective of where the inspection is being conducted, it is important that 

wildlife law enforcers and people on the field are knowledgeable of safety inspection measures 

and protocols.  

 

Participants of the FGD and TNAs identified the lack of a written and official Safety 

Inspection Protocol that must be followed during operations and inspections. Often times, law 

enforcers and field personnel are exposed to different kinds of species during their operations, and 

one of the problems that they sometimes encounter, is the lack of preparation and safety protocols 

on how to handle the different kinds of species. Hence, it is suggested that a Module and Training 

on Safety Inspection Protocol be developed and adopted by their respective offices. 
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