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Ang EPEB
ay para sa kalikasan.

WHY DO WE NEED
AN ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION

AND ENFORCEMENT BUREAU?



Ang EPEB ay para sa mas maigting na 
pagpapatupad ng mga batas pangkalikasan.

Now is the time for the DENR to gain a new, stronger 
mandate on enforcement.

Under the leadership of Secretary Roy Cimatu, the Department 
of Environment and Natural Resources have made great strides 
in rehabilitating Boracay and Manila Bay. The Department also 
bolstered its actions and advocacies to tackle wildlife crimes, 
threats against environmental frontliners and DENR personnel, 
illegal occupation in protected areas, and polluting and 
non-compliant establishments.

At his helm, Secretary Cimatu also organized the DENR to be 
more responsive to enforcement needs. This includes the creation 
of enforcement units in regional, provincial, and field offices. 
He also established the Environmental Protection and 
Enforcement Task Force to lead targeted law enforcement 
operations involving high-profile subjects.

These milestones can be repeated and sustained if the DENR 
can finally have greater enforcement powers and responsibilities 
through a bureau solely dedicated to enforcing our laws that 
protect our environment.
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I urge Congress to support us in 
our call for the creation of an 
Enforcement Bureau that will 
give the DENR stronger 
enforcement powers.

DENR Secretary Roy Cimatu
November 23, 2019 

“



Ang EPEB ay para sa proteksyon 
ng mga tagapagtanggol ng kalikasan.

Now is the time to better protect our environmental 
frontliners. 

Recent abuses against environmental enforcers have again raised 
the need to protect our frontliners in the field.

With the proposed EPEB, the DENR will be fully competent to 
apply its enforcement powers through field enforcers who are 
well-trained and well-equipped and are at equal footing with their 
peers from other law enforcement agencies.

DENR Secretary Roy Cimatu
February 17, 2020 

With our own enforcement bureau, 
the DENR could effectively enforce 
environmental laws and protect its workers, 
who have been vicious targets of illegal 
loggers and other environmental criminals.

“
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Ang EPEB ay para sa napapanahong pagtugon
sa mga hamon ng new normal.

Now is the time to boost enforcement actions against 
environmental crimes and violations. 

The response to the COVID-19 pandemic sounded the call for 
intensified protection of our environment and sustainable use of 
our natural resources.

The Inter-Agency Task Force for the Management of Emerging 
Infectious Diseases-Technical Working Group for Anticipatory and 
Forward Planning calls for government strategies and actions to 
boost protection of wildlife and their habitats, and address 
emerging threats brought by pollution due to medical and 
infectious wastes. 

Creating the EPEB can ensure that laws and policies to address 
these environmental issues will be enforced effectively under the 
new normal.

The new normal state requires a combination of 
strengthened, scaled up, and innovative actions 
and solutions to curb the elevated environmental, 
climate, and health risks posed by 
COVID-19. 

We Recover As One Report 
of IATF TWG for Anticipatory 
and Forward Planning 



Ang EPEB ay para sa kinabukasan.

Now is the time to create the Environmental Protection 
and Enforcement Bureau under the DENR.

The Environmental Protection and Enforcement Bureau will 
maintain an effective, competent, modern, and highly trained 
enforcement body to address violations of environmental and 
natural resources laws, rules, and regulations. 

The proposed Bureau will strengthen and professionalize 
environmental and natural resources protection and law 
enforcement with appropriate structure, science and technology, 
manpower, and capability.

A Technical Working Group formed by the DENR and led by the 
Environmental Protection and Enforcement Task Force tackled and 
refined the proposed EPEB bill. 

With partners providing legal, technical, and institutional support 
in the development process of the proposed bill, cluster 
consultations were held for Luzon, Visayas, and Mindanao, as well 
as discussions at the national law enforcement conference, with 
undersecretaries, assistant secretaries, and all regional directors 
present. 

All comments and suggestions on the EPEB bill were integrated 
into the final draft, which was submitted to the legislative office 
and the DENR Office of the Secretary for endorsement to the 
House of Representatives and the Senate of the Philippines.
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House Bill 6973 
and Senate Bill 1878

An Act Creating the 
Environmental Protection and 
Enforcement Bureau (EPEB) 

under the Department of Environment 
and Natural Resources (DENR), 

Providing for its Powers and Functions 
and Appropriating Funds Therefor, 

and for Other Purposes 
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Malaking bahagi ng function ng DENR ang 
environmental protection, ngunit hindi nila 
magampanan dahil sa iba’t ibang factors, 
pangunahin na ang kawalan ng kapasidad. 
We need a dedicated workforce to enforce 
our environmental laws--hindi na 
sapat ang scattergun approach.

“
Senator Nancy Binay

We have seen the urgent need for a separate 
enforcement unit within the DENR to match 
the growing threats to the environment and 
biodiversity. Once enacted into law, HB 6973 
will allow the DENR to target syndicates 
responsible for wildlife and timber trafficking, 
or individuals who thwart the DENR’s intent 
and resolve to effectively carry out their 
mandate and to successfully 
implement current environmental 
laws and regulations.

“
Antique Representative Loren Legarda
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A PROFESSIONAL AND MODERN 
LAW ENFORCEMENT 

DEDICATED TO 
ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION



The EPEB shall be a uniformed service 
and a line agency under the DENR. 

(Sections 4 and 6)

The Environmental Protection and Enforcement Bureau will 
consolidate and harmonize all enforcement functions performed 
by different bureaus and attached agencies of the DENR.

The proposed Bureau shall exercise concurrent enforcement 
authority with agencies having jurisdiction under other laws. 
It will call on the Department of Justice, Philippine National Police, 
Armed Forces of the Philippines, the National Bureau of 
Investigation, and other government law enforcement agencies to 
aid in the enforcement of laws against environmental crimes.

While the EPEB shall take the lead in environmental law 
enforcement and other enforcement agencies shall collaborate 
and provide assistance, nothing shall prevent other enforcement 
agencies from exercising jurisdiction over violations of 
environmental laws, rules, and regulations.
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A responsive organizational structure of the 
EPEB will be composed of a qualified workforce. 

(Sections 7, 10, and 11)

The proposed Bureau shall be organized into 
the following offices:
     • Office of the Director-General
     • Deputy Director-Generals for Operations 
 and for Administration
     • Division Chiefs for Enforcement, Investigation and Legal;   
 Finance and Logistics; Administrative 
 and Human Resources; Planning and Knowledge    
 Information Service; and Forensic Laboratory. 

Each service shall be composed of the necessary divisions and 
sections. The EPEB shall establish regional offices composed of 
district offices to cover designated enforcement areas. Field units 
may be established as needed to work with the PENRO and 
CENRO offices.



A proposed Environmental and 
Natural Resources Law Enforcement Academy 
will develop the capacity of EPEB law enforcers. 

(Section 9)

The DENR shall establish an Environmental and Natural 
Resources Law Enforcement Academy, which shall be responsible 
for the recruitment and development of enforcers.

The proposed academy shall provide basic and advanced training 
courses on environmental law enforcement, as well as 
continuing skills enhancement of all EPEB enforcers and personnel. 

The academy shall also extend its high-quality standardized 
trainings to Philippine law enforcement agencies, local 
governments, and other institutions.

Through rigorous training in the academy, environmental law 
enforcers will be allowed to carry issued firearms for their field 
operations. 
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A proposed forensics laboratory will ensure 
science-based evidence for the prosecution 

of environmental law violators. 
(Section 8)

The EPEB shall establish and maintain an up-to-date forensic 
laboratory to be headed by a director and supported by as many 
sections as may be deemed necessary. These sections may include 
chemical and toxicology, genetics, criminalistics, veterinary, 
morphology, and digital.
 



The EPEB will help institutionalize 
enforcement systems and strategies 

based on best practices and using the 
most advanced and reliable technologies. 

(Section 6)

The proposed EPEB will maintain a database of all relevant 
information crucial to environmental law enforcement. 

These information include, but are not limited to, environmental 
cases, environment-related incidents, permittees, licensees, 
park and forest occupants, tenured migrants, and scientific 
research data.
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BETTER PROTECTION FOR 
ENVIRONMENTAL FRONTLINERS



DENR enforcers will be provided with 
appropriate benefits and privileges. 

(Section 12)

The EPEB shall provide its personnel with the following benefits:
     • Healthcare services or insurance for all its 
 regular personnel;
     • Accident insurance for all its employees 
 and deputized officers;
     • Hazard pay, subject to existing laws, rules, 
 and regulations; and
     • Access to a legal assistance and support fund. 
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DENR enforcers will be fully assisted when 
facing a SLAPP lawsuit filed against them. 

(Section 15)

The proposed EPEB shall provide sufficient assistance to 
enforcers and those they have deputized, as well as complainants 
and witnesses, who are charged with a Strategic Lawsuit Against 
Public Participation (SLAPP). This remedy is available even during 
preliminary investigation and relevant administrative cases. 

The Rules of Procedure for Environmental Cases shall govern 
the procedure in civil, criminal, and special civil actions involving 
the enforcement or violations of the Act, including actions 
treated as a SLAPP.



Attacks and intimidation against DENR enforcers 
while engaged on official duty 

shall be considered as direct assault. 
(Section 17)

Those who shall attack, employ force, or seriously intimidate 
DENR enforcers and those they have deputized, while engaged 
on the performance of official duties, shall be charged with direct 
assault under the Revised Penal Code.

The penalties of indirect assault as defined under the Revised 
Penal Code shall be imposed upon any person coming to the 
aid of enforcement officers or their deputies in the performance 
of their duties.
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RESPONSIVE AND EFFECTIVE 
ENFORCEMENT OF 

ENVIRONMENTAL AND 
NATURAL RESOURCES LAWS



The EPEB will enforce, interdict ongoing 
violations, arrest, investigate, and prosecute 

all violations of environmental and 
natural resources laws, rules, and regulations, 

including those over which other agencies 
exercise jurisdiction. 

(Section 6)

The proposed Bureau will initiate the filing of appropriate cases 
and proceedings, and file the appropriate cases in court in 
consultation with the National Prosecution Service when 
necessary, and in coordination with the Office of the Ombudsman 
in cases involving government officials and employees.
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The EPEB will help promote inter-agency 
enforcement coordination and active 

participation of other enforcement partners. 
(Sections 13 and 14)

The proposed Bureau shall establish and maintain close 
coordination, cooperation, and linkages with national and 
international coordinative bodies, multi-lateral agencies, and 
organizations that address environmental crimes.

Active and direct participation of national government agencies, 
local government units, academe, media, people’s organizations, 
and non-governmental organizations, including the citizenry, shall 
be encouraged. 

The EPEB shall take measures to ensure responsiveness and 
feedback mechanisms for maximum participation, engagement, and 
transparency.



The EPEB will give the DENR the authority 
to organize and standardize administrative 
adjudication mechanisms to impose fines 

and other penalties. 
(Section 18)

The proposed Bureau will impose administrative fines or citations 
for in-flagrante violations of environment and natural resources 
laws, rules, and regulations pursuant to schedule of fines to be 
issued by the Office of the Secretary. (Section 6)
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The EPEB will issue and implement 
Cease and Desist Orders, Closure Orders, 

Notices of Violation, and Abatement Orders 
pursuant to DENR rules and regulations. 

(Section 6)

• Subject to the requirements of administrative due 
 process, the proposed Bureau may issue cease and   
 desist orders; summarily eject any person; and issue  
 abatement order, removal, dismantling, or demolition  
 of any illegal structures from a prohibited area, without  
 the necessity of judicial order. (Section 19)

 In cases of emergency, the EPEB may order the 
 immediate exit or departure of an offender from a   
 prohibited area, and may call on other enforcement  
 agencies to assist in executing the order to vacate.

• In appropriate cases, the EPEB Director-General or a  
 duly authorized representative may issue Notices of  
 Violation and order the seizure of any property used  
 in the commission of the offense, such as conveyances, 
 implements, tools, and equipment. (Section 20)

 The Bureau will take custody of all confiscated items,  
 and execute decisions and dispose of these items in  
 administrative cases, and in court cases as may be 
 directed by the court. (Section 6)

• The EPEB will issue subpoenas for the appearance of 
 persons for investigation or production of any 
 documents, and cite in contempt any person who   
 violates or disobeys orders and processes duly issued  
 by the Bureau. (Section 6)



Funding source for the EPEB shall be taken from 
the General Appropriations Act. 

(Section 21)

Funding may also be augmented from the Integrated 
Protected Area Fund, environmental and user fees, EPIRA, 
road users’ taxes, and administrative fines and penalties.
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