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     he industrial sector in the Philippines,
being one of the country’s primary
economic engines, has a critical role to
play in the achievement of the 2030
Development Agenda. Industrialization
creates jobs, upgrades the value chain,
helps ensure food security and nutrition,
increases a country’s participation in
global trade, and drives overall
economic growth. In fact, history has
shown that there is not a single country
in the world that has reached a high
stage of economic and social
development without having first
developed an advanced industrial
sector. Evidence reveals that it was the
countries with steady economic growth,
driven by industrialization, international
trade and related services that have
managed to reduce poverty levels from
50% to 20% in a span of three decades.
 

  Along the path toward creating an
advanced Philippine industrial sector,
inclusive and sustainable industrial
development (ISID) is the strategy by
which the country can harness the full
potential of industries to contribute    to
the achievement of sustainable
development, and ultimately lasting
prosperity for all. Embedded in the ISID
strategy is the objective of every single
person being able to benefit from
industrial development, consistent with
the aspiration of the SDGs to leave no
one behind. Furthermore, the strategy
places a premium on environmental
sustainability, noting that  nowadays,
any progress on poverty eradication will
be short-lived if the necessary  socio-
economic growth is not achieved within
an environmentally- sustainable
framework.  

As the country strives to build back
better from the ravages of the COVID-19
pandemic and move toward an upper
middle-income country status, ISID will
ensure that economic goals are not
achieved at the expense of the
environment, nor at the expense of the
health and well-being of the Filipino
people. In parallel, work needs to
continue to utilize the gains from ISID to
protect and advance the situation of
vulnerable groups such as children,
women, SMEs, the informal economy,
communities affected by crisis, the
internally-displaced, indigenous peoples,
and the differently-abled, among many
others.
 
   In this issue of the UNIDO Philippines
newsletter, we continue to showcase
collaborative work and partnership with
government, private sector, and other
development partners in promoting ISID
in the country, as we collectively prepare
to meet the challenges unique to middle-
income countries like the Philippines
amidst global trends and the triple
planetary crisis. UNIDO commits to
further the cooperation with other UN
agencies under the UN-Philippines
Sustainable Development Cooperation
Framework in delivering global-best and
meaningful interventions, support, and
technical assistance to maximize positive
social, economic, and environmental
impact for all Filipinos.
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     The United Nations Industrial Development Organization (UNIDO), in partnership with the
Environmental Management Bureau of the Department of Environment and Natural Resources (EMB-DENR)
and with funding from the Global Environment Facility (GEF) is implementing the ESEA project on
“Demonstrations of BAT and BEP in Open Burning Activities in Response to the Stockholm Convention on
POPs”, with the primary aim of implementing significant and sustainable measures in five participating
countries to achieve a progressive reduction of U-POPs and other related contaminants emitted from open
burning practices.

             The Central Materials Recovery Facility (CMRF) in General Santos City and the enhancement of the Plastic
Recycling Facility in Koronadal City are the two centerpieces of the project in the Philippines. Aside from these
infrastructure facilities, the intervention was also coupled with trainings, seminars and other awareness raising
activities so that the people will know more about the prohibitions against open burning and that they
understand the importance and benefits of proper waste management. 

         When the CMRF in GSC was established, the waste pickers including Marriane were among those who
were hired as workers in the facility. Some of them were hired under service contract agreements making them
now part of the formal waste sector. The facility provided them with  a decent and safer working environment
protected with PPEs and standard protocols. Moreover, the facility also gave them a regular source of income
which not only sustains their basic needs but also gives their children a much bigger chance to gain a formal
education.

         There has also been a noticeable shift in social behavior for the people of General Santos City as they are
now slowly imbibing the use of more environment friendly containers and are also learning to separate and
segregate their wastes.  

         The CMRF in General Santos City has not only demonstrated the best available environmental practices. It
has also shown that different parts of society can benefit from industrial progress while tackling critical social
and humanitarian needs. In a rapidly changing global economic landscape and increasing inequalities, the
adoption of technological solutions for an environmentally sound industrialization indeed creates a shared and
lasting prosperity for all. It ensures that just like Marriane, no one is ever left behind. Page 2
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GSC Open Dumpsite
 before its closure.

Inside the Central MRF in GSC. 

 
      “Prior to the establishment of the Central Materials Recovery
Facility, I did not have any regular income, and most of the time we did
not know where we will get money for our basic needs to survive”, (t/n)
says Marriane Muya a member of the B’laan Tribe in General Santos City.
 

          Marriane is just one of the many Indigenous Peoples (IPs) who were
previously relying on the open dumpsite in Brgy. Tambler, General Santos
City (GSC)  as  their  source  of  livelihood.  They  were  picking  waste  and 
salvaging reusable and recyclable
materials which will either be sold or
used for their own consumption. They
paid no attention to the reeking odor
and the thick acrid smoke they inhale
every day. Despite the detrimental
effects of open burning and the
unhygienic and unsafe conditions of
this informal activity, they were there
each day just to be able to earn and
survive. It took around two and a half
decades before this huge open
dumpsite in GSC was finally closed.

 

           



  “Our planet cannot
be repaired from the
damages caused by
our activities if
gender inequalities
persist”, said Mr.
Teddy G. Monroy,
UNIDO Country
Representative in his
video message during
the International
Women’s Day
Celebration on 
8 March 2022. 

    Consistent with this year’s theme, “Gender
equality today for a sustainable tomorrow”, the
social media campaign celebration of UNIDO
Philippines highlighted not only the enhanced
role of women as drivers of poverty reduction
but also how gender equality and safeguarding
the environment helps promote Inclusive and
Sustainable Industrial Development (ISID). 

  UNIDO also expressed its continued
commitment to assist the Philippine
government in building institutional capacities
that promotes green resilient industries, the
adoption of cleaner production technologies,
resource efficient methodologies,
environmentally-sound waste management
practices, recycling approaches, and energy
transition strategies. UNIDO believes that
through these interventions, women become
more empowered to continue building and
operating innovative and productive enterprises
that contributes to the elimination of gender-
based barriers and biases to ensure that
everyone can contribute to a more sustainable,
greener future.

Women seaweed farmers in Tawi- Tawi 
are among  those assisted by UNIDO in its 

interventions. 
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          n 26 March 2022, the Safe PCB and E-
Waste Management Project has conquered
a new platform with the launching of
“Kwentuhang E-Waste: The Podcast”. In its
pilot episode, Ms. Pat Nicdao, the podcast
host is joined by sociologist, Ms. Ash
Presto, who provided the sociological
perspective on the addiction to electronic
waste of Millennials and Gen- Z. Aside from
this, the discussion also centered around
the social and cultural interventions that
can be done to reduce e-wastes and PCBs,
which are highly toxic industrial
compounds. The episode ends with a call
to action on the need to secure the
planet’s future against climate crisis and
persistent organic pollutants. 

   The podcast will continue to release
episodes as part of its advocacy of creating
awareness on e-wastes and PCBs. Catch
this episode and all the upcoming podcasts
in Spotify: https://spoti.fi/3wCu5gf 

O
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        n celebration of the International Waste
Pickers’ Day, the second E-waste Treatment,
Storage, and Disposal (TSD) facility was
inaugurated in Barangay Dampalit, Malabon
on 1 March 2022. Through the project,
“Implementation of Polychlorinated
Biphenyls (PCB) Management Programs for
Electric Cooperatives and Safe E-waste
Management”, the facility was built with 
 support from private sector partners, Globe
Telecoms Inc., and Integrated Recycling
Industries, Inc.; the Ecowaste Coalition, the
Local Government of Malabon, the
Department of Environment and Natural
Resources (DENR) and UNIDO. 
 
         
  

      The goal of the TSD facility is to protect
the communities, especially waste pickers
and traders, from the hazardous effects of
improper e-waste handling. The facility
started its full operation on 15 March 2022
and aims to process at least 10,000 CRTs or
glass video displays from computers and
television sets in its first year of operation. 

I
    NIDO, in partnership with the
Department of Trade and Industry (DTI)
and the Board of Investments (BOI) is
implementing the project, “Accelerating the
Adoption and Scale-up of Electric Mobility for
Low-Carbon City Development in the
Philippines”. The project, which aims to
reduce GHG emissions from transport
through e-mobility industry development,
have already identified the cities of Davao,
Baguio and General Santos and two
economic zones, the Clark Development
Corporation (CDC) and the Subic Bay
Metropolitan Authority (SBMA) as pilot
beneficiaries.  

    For the two ecozones, the project will
look into the possibility of deploying
charging infrastructure and support
services for electric passenger transport to
help improve their e-shuttle services for
both tourists and workers.

      For Davao City, the project is exploring
support around charging infrastructure
powered by renewable energy sources for
e-buses within its High Priority Bus System
(HPBS).  With regards to Baguio City, the
project plans to extend various capacity
building activities and assist in its aim to
become the first Smart City in the
Philippines. While for General Santos City,
the project is looking at supporting the
deployment of e-jeepneys through seed
funding and charging infrastructure, also
powered by renewables, for local transport
cooperatives. 

    The project which is funded by the
Global Environment Facility (GEF) is
expected to commence implementation
within the year.

U
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Ribbon Cutting Ceremony with Globe Telecoms, DENR-EMB, UNIDO 
and Brgy. Officials of Dampalit, Malabon and San Agustin, Q.C.



- Gerd Muller
UNIDO Director General

       1 March 2022- UNIDO organized a virtual Info
Session to share the key findings and
recommendations of the study entitled, “SME
Financing and Development Study in the
Philippines” conducted in collaboration with the
Association of Development Financing Institutions in
Asia and the Pacific (ADFIAP). The study which was
conducted in 2020 showed that SMEs are unable to
meet the requirements of financing institutions due
to lack of knowledge, experience, and capacity. On
the other hand, on the supply side, the study
revealed that financial instruments tend to be rigid,
inflexible, unresponsive to the needs of SMEs, and
do not necessarily promote resilience-building and
greening approaches.

     Assistant Secretary Paola Sherina Alvarez of DOF,
a panelist during the event, pointed out that the
country’s global economy needs to transition to low
carbon resilient economies following the conclusion
of COP 26 wherein mobilization of finance towards
adaptation and mitigation of greenhouse gas
emissions were highlighted. Other members of the
panel were Mr. Ruben J. Pascual of PCCI and Ms.
Rallen Verdadero of DBP. Assistant Secretary Romeo
Montenegro of MinDA moderated the discussion. 

       Amidst the study's recommendations additional
suggestion from the panel was to conduct a further
study that will look into the experiences of
successful borrowers and those who were not able
to secure a loan in order to gain further insights.
Moreover, while SMEs are at the recovery stage,
they need to be encouraged to invest in greening
approaches and transition towards low- carbon and
climate-resilient technologies and promote the
internationalization of SMEs through the adaption of
advance disruptive technologies and Industry 4.0
business models not only for their recovery but also
for their resilience-building. 
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Government and Private 
Sector Collaborate for a 

Green and Climate-friendly 
Cold Chain Development

          virtual signing ceremony of the
Memorandum of Understanding to
partner for the development of a cold
chain integration solution was held
on 28 February 2022 among the
Department of Environment and
Natural Resources – Environmental
Management Bureau (DENR-EMB),
the Board of Investments (BOI) and
InsightSCS Corporation. 

 These organizations will be
collaborating in the development of
DeliverE 2.0, a tool that features a
platform for cold chain operators and
customers, and a dashboard that
could generate insights on cold chain
supply and demand, as well as energy
and refrigerant use. The insights
from DeliverE 2.0 will be also be used
in crafting policy instruments such as
investment promotions, and energy
and refrigerant monitoring and
regulation. UNIDO through the Global
Partnership for Improving the Food
Cold Chain in the Philippines Project
will also support this initiative
through a nationwide data collection
of cold storage facilities that will
populate DeliverE 2.0.
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         he preparatory team for the UNIDO Healthcare
Waste (HCW) Project in the Philippines conducted a
mission on 28 February to 4 March 2022 composed
of Dr. Carmela Centeno, UNIDO Project Manager and
Dr. Carlo Lupi, international consultant. 

    During the mission, a series of activities were
conducted in order to finalize the CEO endorsement
document and leverage co-financing commitments.
These includes presenting the project for validation
to DENR- EMB, the lead government partner, and a
hybrid stakeholder workshop, whereby the team
was able to discuss the possible roles and
involvement of stakeholders in project activities. The
workshop also highlighted the Development Bank of
the Philippines’ Sustainable Waste-management for
Enhanced Environmental Protection (SWEEP)
program while the Ministry of Environment of Japan
and Nomura Kohsan shared their programs and
experiences in mercury management, 

   Together with DENR-EMB, a site visit to Tacloban
City- one of the implementation sites of the project
was also conducted. The team met with potential
partners: the Eastern Visayas Regional Medical
Center and Allied Care Experts (ACE) Medical Center
as well as with the LGU and the DENR-EMB Region
VIII to discuss and forge possible project
partnership. 

A T



   

       5 June - World Environment Day

       7 June - World Food Safety Day

     27 June - MSME Day   
See You!See You!See You!   
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    The latest UNIDO World Manufacturing
Report, published by the United Nations
Industrial Development Organization
(UNIDO), includes the most recent official
data on global manufacturing production.
The Quarterly Report points to a recovery
with a year-over-year growth of 3.3% in the
4th quarter of 2021, but also shows a
different pace of recovery across regions
and sectors. China, for example, quickly
bounced back and has exceeded its pre-
pandemic production level since the third
quarter of 2020. However, in the current
quarter this country experienced its lowest
annual growth rate (3.1%) since 2006,
excluding the first two quarters in 2020 at
the start of the pandemic. Production in
developing and emerging industrial
economies has recorded a notable increase
by 4.3%, albeit with a greater volatility over
time. Industrialized economies, on the other
hand, have exceeded their pre-pandemic
production level since the first quarter of
2021 and are now facing a stable year-over-
year growth of 3.2 per cent. 

   The UNIDO report also reveals varying
trends across industrial sectors. Currently,
medium-high- and high- (4.7%), as well as   
 low-technology industries (3.8%), achieved a
better production  performance than
industries using medium-low technology
(1.4%), such as manufacturing of mineral
products or basic metals.

    Many of the higher-technology industries have
already reached and exceeded their pre-
pandemic production levels. However, one
exception to this is the manufacturing of motor
vehicles. The sector has not been able to return
to production levels prior to the pandemic and
even faced a year-over-year output reduction of
9.1% this quarter due to supply chain difficulties.

With the release of the fourth quarter data, it is
now possible to complete the picture for 2021
and the impacts of the global outbreak of
COVID-19 over the last two years. The complete
annual data confirms a major decrease in
manufacturing production registered in 2020, as
well as an equally impressive recovery in 2021.
Global manufacturing production increased by
9.4% in 2021, after the pandemic-related drop of
4.2% in 2020.
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