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President Duterte does not totally despise mining, he reminded green groups 
backing ousted Department of Environment and Natural Resources (DENR) 
Secretary Regina Lopez yesterday. 
At a press conference at the Ninoy Aquino International Airport (NAIA) before 
departing for a week-long Asian tour, the Chief Executive said that he has 
laws to follow that‟s why he cannot simply shut down mining firms. 
Lopez, who was already replaced as DENR chief, is known for ordering the 
shutdown and suspension of a handful of mining operations allegedly without 
following “due process.” 

“There is a mining law and we cannot all together banish mining operations. It 
has to be erased in statute books (first), otherwise it has to be regulated and 
allowed,” Duterte told reporters. 
“We want stricter measures. But that‟s what mining laws say. What can we 
do? The law itself allows it! And if just disregard it, that‟s going to be an 
impeachable offense,” he added. 
Asked if he has decided to re-appoint Lopez elsewhere, the President said: 
“Not yet at this time.” 

The President, on the other hand, reminded new DENR Secretary Roy Cimatu 
to do his job well. 
“You know, me and Cimatu have been friends. There will never be a time that 
I will call him for any favors for anybody. All that I ask of him is just to be true 
to himself, to be true to his country and protect the environment,” Duterte said. 
Meanwhile, presidential spokesman Ernesto Abella, in a statement, 
addressed groups wary of Cimatu‟s appointment and Lopez‟s supporters 
reminding them that, after all, Duterte favors mining. Responsible mining that 
is. 
“In what has been an impassioned issue, the appointment of Gina Lopez as 
DENR secretary quickly polarized supporters between pro-environment and 
pro-mining,” Abella said.  
“They are missing the position of the Duterte administration which is pro-
environment and pro-responsible mining,” he added. 
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Lopez‟s DENR appointment was rejected last week by the bicameral 
Commission on Appointments (CA). 
The Palace official said that Duterte “does not doubt the integrity of the 
Senate and the House of Representatives” who voted against the confirmation 
of Lopez. 
Meanwhile, for environmentalist Catholic priest Fr. Edwin Gariguez, he wants 
Lopez to run for president in 2022.  
“It‟s a „wild idea‟ but „why not?‟ It may be too early, but the country „needs 
change,‟” he said. 
“I would like to personally tell Ms. Gina Lopez to run for president in 2022,” 
added Gariguez, who is also the executive secretary of the bishops‟ National 
Secretariat for Social Action, Justice and Peace (Nassa). 
The priest clarified, however, that his appeal was personal and does not 
reflect the position of Nassa, also known as Caritas Philippines. 
“Imagine, a president whose consideration in development framework is 
justice and common good. She‟s just different,” he said. 
The priest first floated the idea of Lopez as a possible presidential bet on his 
Facebook page immediately after the CA rejected her confirmation as DENR 
secretary. 
“If she was not accepted as DENR secretary, she might be called for a higher 
role and there‟s really a clamor that I see from those in the social movement,” 
he said. 
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