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MANILA, Philippines - The Duterte administration should make good on its pro-environment advocacies by 
preserving the country’s watersheds amid reports of hit-and-run mining operations, a congresswoman said 
yesterday. 

“Protecting and conserving watersheds is also the best way to protect and conserve the unique biodiversity. 
Watersheds are also home to threatened animal and plant wildlife,” Occidental Mindoro Rep. Josephine 
Ramirez-Sato said. 

The senior administration lawmaker said that in order to protect watersheds, it must be “defined, and protected 
by law that will put in place the appropriate management systems with adequate budgetary allocations by 
concerned government agencies.” 

Sato has filed House Bill 4617 or the “Mindoro Watershed Reservation Act,” a measure which seeks to declare 
as watershed reservations nine critical watersheds on Mindoro Island, covering a total of 317,431.5 hectares in 
Occidental and Oriental Mindoro.  

These are the Amnay, Busuanga, Caguray, Calawagan, Lumintao, Mamburao, Mongpong, Pagbahan and 
Patrict watersheds.  

The watersheds covered by the proposed measure will be under the joint administrative jurisdiction, 
supervision and control of the Department of Environment and Natural Resources and the provincial 
governments of Occidental and Oriental Mindoro. 
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Sato, a member of the natural resources committee at the House of Representatives, also underscored that 
water is key to human survival and sustainable development, as she pitched to protect watersheds during 
yesterday’s celebration of World Water Day.  

“Water is a very important economic resource and the key to human survival and sustainable growth and 
development,” she said, noting that the Philippines is “not oblivious to water crisis, despite being blessed with 
abundant supply of freshwater.”  

“We should protect and conserve our water source to secure the future of our children and children’s children,” 
the former governor stressed, calling on various stakeholders to help protect and conserve watersheds, 
particularly on isolated small islands like Mindoro.   

Like other critical watersheds in the Philippines, Mindoro’s watersheds are fragile and need protection against 
various threats. “We need to come up with a comprehensive plan to sustainably manage our freshwater 
resources,” Sato said.  

Sato’s bill seeks to create a Multi-Sectoral Management Council to act as oversight and policy-making body 
over the watersheds in accordance with existing laws, rules and regulations, and recognizes the rights of 
indigenous cultural communities and indigenous peoples to their ancestral domain as mandated under 
Republic Act 8371, or the Indigenous People’s Rights Act of 1997.  
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The Multi-Sectoral Management Council shall prepare an integrated watershed management and development 
plan to include intensive restoration, rehabilitation, water quality, monitoring and delineation of buffer zone.  

Occidental Mindoro is home to a number of key biodiversity areas, which have been declared as a Protected 
Area under the NIPAS (National Integrated Protected Areas System) Act.   

These include Mounts Iglit-Baco National Park – home to the Philippine tamaraw, and the Calavite and F.B. 
Harrison Game Refuge and Wildlife Sanctuary. 
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