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A couple of weeks back we did an article on the epiphytic Cymbidium species found in the 

Philippines. This week we are going to discuss a few of the terrestrial species, which are just as 

beautiful as their epiphytic relatives. 

It is quite amazing that all of the species we are writing about here are shared with other 

countries, and none are endemic (found in no other place) to the Philippines. 

Cymbidium aliciae is also found in Sulawesi. This species is known from central Luzon, 

Mindoro, Leyte, Negros, and has recently been found in Bukidnon on Mindanao. There is some 

color variation in the flowers, ranging from pale olive-green to brown. Of the species mentioned 

here this is the only one that was named by a Filipino botanist – Eduardo Quisumbing (1895-

1986). It was named for Mrs. Alice Day, grower and flowerer of the type specimen, which was 

used to make the original descriptions. 

Cymbidium chloranthum is a most beautiful species with an upright inflorescence, bearing up to 

40 flowers about 4 cm high. The flowers are bright green, with a white labellum, with reddish 

markings and bright yellow ridges. When the anther cap of this species is moved and the pollen 

is disturbed the flowers will turn red! In the Philippines, it has only been found on Palawan, and 

southern Mindanao. It has also been recorded from Peninsular Malaysia, Sumatra, Java and 

Borneo. 

Cymbidium dayanum has one of the widest distributions of all Cymbidium species and it has 

been found in India, southern China, Japan, Taiwan, Thailand, Vietnam, Laos, Kampuchea, 

Peninsular Malaysia, Sumatra, and Borneo. In the Philippines, it is only known from central 

Luzon. Of the species mentioned here this one has the widest range of color in the flowers. The 

most frequently seen color is white with a red longitudinal stripe down the sepals and petals. The 

labellum is red with yellow ridges. There is a form from Borneo with all red flowers, and a form 

from Thailand is all yellow, and we have recently seen a pure white form from Vietnam. Of the 

species mentioned here, this is the only one with a pendulous inflorescence. 

Cymbidium ensifolium subsp. haematodes is only known from Luzon. An interesting feature of 

the leaves of this species is that the edges are serrated. The subspecific epithet refers to the red 

veining seen on the floral segments. It is also known from Sri Lanka, southern India, China, 

Taiwan, the Ryukyu Islands, Japan, Thailand, Kampuchea, Laos, Vietnam, Peninsular Malaysia, 

Sumatra, Java, Borneo, and New Guinea. 

Cymbidium lancifolium is undoubtedly the most widely distributed species in the genus, and it is 

known from northern India, Nepal, Bhutan, Hong Kong, China, Taiwan, Japan, the Ryukyu 

Islands, Myanmar, Thailand, Kampuchea, Laos, Vietnam, western Malaysia, throughout 

Indonesia, Borneo, Maluku, and New Guinea. In the Philippines, it known from central Luzon. 



The plant of Cymbidium lancifolium is only a small grower bearing up to 5 leaves. The petals of 

this species have a red stripe lengthwise, whereas the sepals are without stripes. 

Cymbidium macrorhizon is a most remarkable species because it grows in association with a 

symbiotic fungus, and the only time it is ever seen is when it flowers. There are no leaves 

usually, and the underground rhizome is covered in short hairy warts. Florally this species is 

similar to Cymbidium lancifolium, but is not as widely distributed. We only know of a small 

population growing on an island in the Visayas, where it actually produces 2 leaves per stem. 

Apart from the Philippines it has been found in Pakistan, northern India, Sikkim, Assam, 

Meghalaya, Myanmar, Thailand, Vietnam, Laos, throughout China, Taiwan, Japan, and Korea. 
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