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Around 779,600 bamboos will be planted in 3,898 hectares of land in Western Visayas this year, as the 

Department of Environment and Natural Resources (DENR) pushes for bamboos as better alternative to wood. 
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In line with the implementation of the Bamboo Plantation Development Project (BPDP) under the enhanced 

National Greening Program (eNGP) from 2017-2022, DENR targets to plant bamboo across one million 

hectares in the country, especially within the country’s critical watersheds. 

In an interview Friday, DENR-6 Regional Director Jim O. Sampulna said bamboos will be specifically planted 

in a 420-hectare area in Aklan; Antique, 650 hectares; Capiz, 1,328; Iloilo, 1,000 hectares and Guimaras, 500 

hectares. 

Last January 31 until February 2, the regional office has conducted a three-day training that equipped some 45 

participants from the people’s organizations (POs), field personnel (PENROs/CENROs), local government 

units, and the private sector with technical knowledge and skills on bamboo propagation, plantation 

development and rehabilitation. 

Two days of the three-day training were spent on actual field practicum in Maasin, Iloilo where bamboo is 

abundant. 



After the said training, Sampulna said the participants will serve as trainers and partners of their local 

community for bamboo production, plantation establishment and management. 

Sampulna said by end of June or July, the planting of the target bamboo seedlings would be completed. A 

bamboo is expected to fully grow at least in two to four years. 

He pointed out that bamboos are “strong sequester of carbon dioxide and good mitigating measures in soil 

erosion along creeks and rivers because of its strong holding capacity.” 

Bamboos are also natural buffer for water course and serve as a social fence for communities living near lakes 

and other bodies of water. 

He added that the massive plantation of bamboo can create livelihood opportunities. 

(Article retrieved from: http://news.mb.com.ph/2017/02/04/denr-to-cover-3898-hectares-of-land-in-

visayas-with-bamboos/)  

http://news.mb.com.ph/2017/02/04/denr-to-cover-3898-hectares-of-land-in-visayas-with-bamboos/
http://news.mb.com.ph/2017/02/04/denr-to-cover-3898-hectares-of-land-in-visayas-with-bamboos/

