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A RANKING official of the Department of Environment and Natural Resources (DENR) said the agency 

needs at least P2.5 billion to fund its tree planting program as part of the directive of President Ferdinand 

"Bongbong" Marcos Jr. to focus on reforestation efforts after blaming the bald mountains for the flooding 

and landslides in Mindanao. 

 

Environment Undersecretary Jonas Leones said for next year, the agency targets to plant trees in 11,000 

hectares of lands as part of the National Greening Program. 

 

"For 2023, the DENR's proposed budget totaled to P23 billion, and for our National Greening Program, 

we are asking P2.5 billion. We already requested this at the House of Representatives and we will 

continue to lobby to the Senate to make sure we can cover at least 11,000 hectares of vulnerable areas, 

denuded forests, critical watersheds and to save our protected areas," Leones said. 

 

Marcos blamed the denudation of forests for the landslide and flooding in Maguindanao in the wake of 

Severe Tropical Storm "Paeng." 

 

"The President's aerial inspection when he visited BARMM (Bangsamoro Autonomous Region in Muslim 

Mindanao) showed the extent of the effects of deforestation. He saw that the denuded forests caused 

flooding in areas affected by Paeng that is why he directed the DENR to strictly implement the National 

Greening Program," Leones added. 

He said that under the National Greening Program, the DENR targets to cover at least 2 million hectares 

by 2028. 

 

"Of the country's total 15 million hectares of forest lands, we still need to plant trees in at least seven 

million hectares, more than half of our total forest areas," Leones noted. 

 

He said from 2010 to 2020, forest cover increased by 6 percent. 

 

"We are appealing to Congress to provide as the necessary resources to continue the National Greening 

Program. This is necessary to prevent landslide, to address the problem on flood prone areas and to 

combat the denudation of our forests," he added. 

 

At the same time, Leones urged the Senate and the House of Representatives to pass a measure to boost 

the DENR's enforcement capability. 

 

"We are proposing the Congress to pass a law that will boost the DENR's enforcement capability. At 

present, we only rely on help of the Philippine National Police and the military, but they have other 

priorities," Leones said. 
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