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Department of Environment and Natural Resources (DENR) Secretary Regina 
Lopez has apparently made an erroneous point against Executive Secretary 
Salvador Medialdea yesterday when she accused the ranking Palace official 
of “counteracting” her order requiring suspended mining companies to give P2 
million for every hectare of lands affected by their operations. 
Lopez, in an ambush interview, said that the Executive Secretary of “going 
against the very spirit of the Duterte administration, which is to help the poor.” 

Medialdea, for his part, was quick to react that he was just following the 
proper procedure, saying that rules under appeal remain until President 
Duterte has decided to take action already. 
“Appeals to the (Office of the President) go to the Executive Secretary and not 
directly to the President. Our office applies the rules on appeal uniformly. The 
decision or order appealed from is temporarily stayed, unless the case falls 
under any of the exceptions,” Medialdea said in a text message to reporters.  
“The stay order does not contradict the President’s policy against destructive 
mining operations. It is provisional in character and may be set aside or 
modified at any time during the pendency of the appeal. 
“It’s not a ruling on the merits; it merely seeks to preserve the status quo ante 
until it is lifted for justifiable reasons or until a decision is arrived at on the 
merits,” the Executive Secretary explained further. 
Medialdea took note that the President has “not taken any legal position 
regarding the validity of the DENR requirement for mining companies to remit 
P2 million per hectare to a trust fund” yet. 
Lopez, moreover, said that the the senior Palace official keeps on hampering 
“social justice” for farmers affected by the supposed disastrous mining 
operations. 
“All I’m asking, and I gave the order, that you can remove the stockpile. You 
can, because it’s an environmental standard — just give P2 million for every 
hectare of farmland that you have disadvantaged out of the (rehabilitation) 
zone,” she said, citing Zambales as an example where there are reportedly 
2.6 million tons of stockpiles. 
“What’s happened is Bingbong MediaIdea has given a directive to all the 
mining companies counteracting my order. (It’s like) he’s going against the 
very spirit of the Duterte administration, which is to help the poor. So I’m not 
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really happy about this at all,” she added. 
The DENR secretary also said that her impression is that Medialdea does not 
want to give money for the farmers saying that it is unfair.  
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