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CLIMATE change has been deemed to be an environmental pandemonium 

that has accosted political, economic, social and human systems. It has 

created a daunting challenge and dismal innervation to humanity. However, 

its catastrophic impacts and risks have been staved off either by adaptation 

solutions or mitigation approaches conducted by different institutions, 

agencies and centers. 

Climate Smart Philippines, which is the flagship program of the 

Environmental and Climate Change Research Institute, is a platform that 

provides elucidations in reducing disaster risks and preventing potential 

damage and losses through scientific wide-ranging assessment, capacity 

development, project management and multilateral cooperation among actors. 

It is an avenue for all the stakeholders to understand, plan, develop and 

implement not only the best science and evidence-based strategic solutions 
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but also the most humane and gender-responsive schemes. It is also a 

stratagem designed to bring out the best in every individual to solve the most 

pressing conundrum regardless of culture, gender and status in life. And it is 

also a bridge that influences and impacts public policy, which deals with 

matters of fretfulness, peevishness and sensitivity. 

But what is the ultimate identity of Climate Smart Philippines that has 

captured the hearts of the Filipino people? And how is it different from any 

other efforts? 

1. Climate Smart Philippines applies the power of multistakeholder 

participatory mechanisms. Climate Smart Philippines applies the 

multistakeholder participatory assessment, process, planning and 

implementation, which are based on collaboration and cooperation in an 

inclusive mode. Though there is great diversity that exists, the spectrum of 

solutions that benefits the large segment in the society prevails. Some of the 

outcomes are: a) more informed, participatory and integrated governance and 

management at all levels; b) increased public and private sector investment in 

required infrastructure, services, technologies and innovations to support the 

sustainable management of country’s resources; c) planning practices and 

implementation capacity in order to address complex interactions and trade-



offs among the utilizations of resources; and d) improved management 

capability of the three major islands of the Philippines. 

2. Climate Smart Philippines is science and evidence-based. All stakeholders 

(e.g., government institutions, provincial and local government units, 

academe, civil society organizations, non-government organizations, people’s 

organizations of farmers, fishermen, and indigenous people, private sector 

etc.) are empowered using credible sources of evidence, which are based on 

multiple lines of scientific research and education. In addition, there is a 

substantial array of scientific substantiation and growing body of knowledge 

about technologies, innovations, and even policies that are taught and 

recommended to the actors in order to slacken the magnitude of climate 

change. 

Some of these are as follows: a) land-zoning and new building codes have 

been implemented to reduce the vulnerability of the communities; b) 

adjustment of the agricultural calendar in the Philippines has also been 

executed to address the issue of food security and water sufficiency; c) 

climate proofing or climate smart approaches for post-production 

management practices have been integrated in the planning and have been 

also taught to the communities of farmers, fishermen and Indigenous Peoples 

(IPs); d) sustainable natural resource management has been communicated to 



the communities in order to increase resilience of food production; e) the 

establishment of renewable energy sources has been done in the off-grid 

areas and islands; f) climate smart rainwater harvesting system has been 

introduced to tackle water security especially in the most remote areas; g) 

gender equality initiatives and considerations, the use of traditional 

knowledge and practices on agro-biodiversity, sustainable land management 

or SLM, and sustainable forest management or SFM have been strengthened; 

(h) through the gender-responsive measures, the role of women in the 

development and conservation processes have been highlighted. 

3. Climate Smart Philippines is people-centered. Climate Smart Philippines 

has a strong focus on tackling the innumerable roots of impacts and risks of 

climate change to make sure that there is actual convalescence in the quality 

of life of the populace today and incoming decades. The stakeholders are 

trained in the development and implementation processes to ensure resiliency 

and sustainability. For instance, fostering resilience of the production 

landscapes of food and water, nutrition, and livelihoods security of the 

farmers, fishermen, IPs, women, youth, persons with disabilities or PWDs, 

and local communities must be one of the top priorities. 

To date, more than 600 government institutions and local government units 

have been capacitated that benefited more than 30 million people. New 



regulations, policies, projects have been established to promote climate 

change adaptation, disaster risk reduction and sustainability systems, which 

have the potential to benefit more than 100 million Filipinos; more than 200 

members of the academe or higher education institutions (universities, 

colleges — private and public) have been trained to help their localities to 

develop and implement the pertinent climate change adaptation-disaster risk 

reduction and management or CCA-DRRM, programs; more than 200 

organizations such as CSOs, NGOs and POs have been empowered through a 

series of training workshops in order to create alternative solutions before, 

during and after crisis; and more than 200 representatives from the business 

sector and service providers have been capacitated to prepare them to address 

plausible peril. 

In summary, Climate Smart Philippines is more than a program. It is beyond 

science, technology, and innovation. It is beyond unleashing the potential of 

every individual. The whole point is to bring people together not only to be 

trained to be resilient but to be part of the community that will serve and 

inspire others. 
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