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COVID won’t halt P1-B river 
rehab 
In just over two months, we have extracted close to 20,000 cubic meters 
of silt and garbage. 
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For the ongoing P1-billion Tullahan Tinajeros cleanup project, San Miguel Corp uses a 
50-ton excavator or backhoe placed on top of a customized barge to dredge deeper at 
higher volumes. Dredged materials are then loaded into hopper barges. / 
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San Miguel Corp. (SMC) said it will not let up on the P1-B initiative to dredge the 
Tullahan-Tinajeros river system despite the huge effect of the pandemic on its finances. 
As of 25 August, some 2,150 truckloads of silt and garbage were removed from the 
waterways. 

The initiative, part of a wide-ranging plan to address flooding in Bulacan and many parts 
of Central Luzon, was launched in February together with the Department of 
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Environment and Natural Resources (DENR) but only fully commenced in June after the 
enhanced community quarantine (ECQ) was eased. 

 “In just over two months, we have extracted close to 20,000 cubic meters of silt and 
garbage. That is equivalent to 2,150 truckloads of debris. We thank the DENR for its 
commitment to the initiative and for making this possible,” SMC president and chief 
operating officer Ramon Ang said. 

And said the company has been removing 600 tons of solid waste on a daily basis that 
go to disposal sites designated and approved by the DENR. 

“We’re just starting with phase one of the project, covering a 5.25-kilometer (km) stretch 
of river system from Navotas to Malabon City. We have a long way to go, but we are 
fully committed to this long-term project that will benefit so many people and our 
environment,” he added. 

He said other government units that continue to provide invaluable support to the 
initiative include the Department of Public Works and Highways, Department of the 
Interior and Local Government, Metropolitan Manila Development Authority and the 
local governments of Malabon and Navotas. 

Ultimate goal 
While the project aims to clean Tullahan as part of the Manila Bay rehabilitation project, 
Ang said its larger objective is to form part of an initiative to solve perennial flooding 
problem in low-lying provinces, including, but not limited to, Bulacan. 
The province is where SMC is set to build the country’s largest and most modern world-
class international airport, with groundbreaking set for October this year. 

“We committed to the people of Bulacan that we would help solve flooding in their area. 
Dredging the Tullahan is a major component of our flood mitigation strategies. 
Essentially, it will clean up and deepen the river system, increasing its capacity to 
handle heavy rains and allowing for floodwaters to flow more freely and drain into the 
Manila Bay,” Ang said. 
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