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The Department of Environment and Natural Resources (DENR) has cited the country’s gains in protecting the whale 
shark or butanding, calling the local conservation effort a significant model worth emulating. 
 
During the Conference of Parties to the Convention on Migratory Species (CMS), Roy Cimatu, environment 
secretary, said the steps taken by various local government units (LGUs) that play hosts to the butanding, particularly 
the town of Donsol in Sorsogon province, are very valuable. 
 
Cimatu said the country’s hosting of the CMS meeting, which has been dubbed as the world’s largest wildlife 
conference in 2017, serves as a “great opportunity” for the Philippines to showcase local efforts to protect migratory 
species, especially the butanding. 
 
“Our intensified information campaign and partnerships with LGUs and local communities are obviously bearing fruit 
and the international community is beginning to recognize our efforts to protect the butanding,” he said. 
 
Cimatu said the DENR has been working closely with the local government of Donsol, which earlier issued a 
resolution declaring Donsol Bay a whale shark sanctuary, to ensure continued protection of the area. 
 
Aside from Donsol, butanding sightings have also been recorded in Tubbataha Reefs in Palawan and Oslob, Cebu, 
helping boost tourism in these areas. 
 
To provide wider protection for the butanding, the Philippines through the DENR has filed before the CMS secretariat 
a resolution seeking its uplisting to Appendix I of the CMS. Appendix I consists of migratory species that have been 
assessed as facing a very high risk of extinction in the wild in the near future. 
 
The whale shark is currently listed under Appendix II of the CMS, which covers migratory species that have 
unfavorable conservation status and that require international agreements for their conservation and management. 
 
As the largest known fish species in existence, the whale shark travels across national boundaries and moves from 
national economic zones into the high seas. Its global migration routes include Madagascar, Mozambique, Pakistan, 
Peru, Portugal and Tanzania. 
 
“The whale shark passes in between countries, so it is very important that we join the efforts of the international 
community and our neighboring countries in the Asean region to uphold their conservation and protection,” Cimatu 
said. 
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