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Boracay Island in Malay, Aklan (NQUIRER FILE PHOTO) 

ILOILO CITY — Environment Secretary Roy Cimatu vowed to “double efforts” in addressing 

environmental concerns on Boracay Island and other tourist destinations. 

“The law is there. We have to implement the law in tourist destinations (and) tourist spots…,” 

Cimatu told reporters here on Tuesday in his first regional visit following his assumption of the 

post of Department of Environment and Natural Resources Secretary. 

He vowed to prioritize ensuring water quality in the 1,032-hectare popular tourist destination at 

acceptable standards. 

Cimatu said he has directed officials of the Department of Environment and Natural Resources 

(DENR) in Western Visayas to provide him with weekly reports on the water quality in Boracay. 

The DENR will also help the local government of Malay in Aklan in addressing concerns about 

solid waste management. 

The Provincial Environment and Natural Resources Office in Aklan has ordered the Malay local 

government to stop the dumping of residual waste at the material recovery facility in Barangay 

Manoc-Manoc amid complaints of foul odor from residents. 

The residual solid waste is being transported to the municipal landfill in Barangay Cabulihan in 

Malay on the mainland. 
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The quality of water and solid waste management are among the major environmental concerns of 

the island which has been plagued with problems brought by unregulated development and the 

failure to implement environmental laws and rules. 

Cimatu said a study group of the DENR would evaluate and recommend actions on problems 

documented by Jim Sampulna, DENR Western Visayas executive director. 
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Among the proposals is the resumption of land titling to minimize land disputes that have at times 

erupted into violence. 

Only about 30 percent of Boracay (292 hectares) are titled. Most land claimants on the island pay 

tax declarations, many for decades, as proof of ownership or rights over properties. 

Sampulna said the implementation of a 30-meter-wide road on the island has faced opposition 

from stakeholders who believed that the planned width would not be feasible. The proposal is to 

reduce the width of roads from 30 meters to 12 meters. 

The proposal would require an amendment to Presidential Proclamation No. 1064 issued on May 

22, 2006, by then president Gloria Macapagal-Arroyo. 

Cimatu said they would also evaluate the proposal to continue the suspension of the issuance of 

Environmental Compliance Certificates (ECC) until the approval of the Boracay master plan. 

An ECC is a document issued by the DENR certifying that a proposed project or undertaking will 

not pose environmental hazards or damage and that its proponents are capable of implementing 

measures protect the environment.  SFM 
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