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The Department of Environment and Natural Resources (DENR) has developed a framework for 
assessing social and economic impacts of protected areas to ensure ongoing conservation efforts are 
effective and contributing to poverty reduction. 

DENR said the guidelines on Socio-Economic Assessment and Monitoring System (SEAMS) designed to 
gather data or information will serve as basis for monitoring the benefits of protected areas to local 
communities. 

Theresa Mundita Lim, director of the Biodiversity Management Bureau (BMB), said the system will serve 
as a standard method that will be used by protected area superintendents and other field implementers in 
assessing and monitoring the socio-economic condition of occupants in protected areas. 

Lim said data and information gathered using the SEAMS shall be useful in planning and determining the 
appropriate management interventions to provide improvements in the lives of the communities within 
and around protected areas as well as ensure conservation of important biological resources. 

Aside from the socio-economic study, DENR said SEAMS also seeks to locate sources and values of 
various ecosystems and determine the degree of degradation or improvement in ecosystem services, 
uses and values as well as identify the ecosystem pressures and threats including their causes. 

Under the program, a multisectoral team will be created in each region to oversee the implementation of 
the project. Each team will be composed of the chief of the conservation and development division; the 
environment and natural resources officers from the provincial and community levels; representatives 
from the city, municipal and barangay governments; civil society organizations; and people’s 
organizations. 

Earlier, the DENR also pushed for a natural resource and environmental accounting system to be able to 
come up with specific policies and programs consistent with the sustainable integrated area development 
approach. 

The National Capital Accounting is a process of calculating the total stocks and flows of natural resources 
and services in a given ecosystem or region. Accounting for such goods may be done in physical or 
monetary terms. 


