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By Philippine News Agency 

The environment department’s Biodiversity Management Bureau (BMB) and USAID are partnering on a 

P1.2 billion project aimed at helping protect and manage species and natural habitats in the Philippines, 

one of the world’s megadiverse but biodiversity hotspots. 
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Formally launched Monday at Sequioa Hotel in Quezon City, the five-year “Protect Wildlife” project 

covers a holistic approach promoting cooperation between both proponents and other environmental 

stakeholders to achieve such goal for natural resource conservation and sustainable development. 

“I feel the way to go is strengthening biodiversity and its endemicity,” said Department of Environment 

and Natural Resources (DENR) Secretary Regina Lopez at the launch, citing the project’s timeliness. 

She said the Philippines is rich in biodiversity but wildlife trafficking, environmental destruction and 

other threats to this resource continue raising urgency for holistic action. 

Damaged biodiversity adversely affects ecological processes and sustainable provision of ecosystems 

goods and services, she noted. 



According to USAID, the project combines technical assistance for government and its conservation 

partners as well as environmental law enforcement, science and technology, partnerships for conservation 

financing and campaign for changing people’s behavior towardsbiodiversity. 

“Protect Wildlife is an imperative to protect species in the planet,” said US Ambassador to the Philippines 

Sung Kim at the launch. 

He said the project seeks demonstrating that protecting and managing species and natural habitats will 

help improve quality of life and promote community-level sustainable development in the country. 

Such is aligned with DENR’s thrust under Lopez, he noted. 

DENR aims promoting area development nationwide to help conserve biodiversity while fueling 

sustainable socio-economic growth through eco-tourism and other environment-friendly activities. 

According to USAID, Protect Wildlife is this organization’s first initiative in the Philippines to align with 

the US government’s newly signed Eliminate, Neutralize and Disrupt Wildlife Trafficking Act of 2016 

which targets addressing global illegal wildlife trade. 

USAID said Protect Wildlife’s pilot areas are Palawan province including Tubbataha Reef and Sulu 

archipelago including Zamboanga City and Tawi-tawi province. 

Palawan is the Philippines’ last biodiversity frontier and hosts a number of endemic but threatened 

species, noted USAID. 

Zamboanga City has diverse marine resources while Tawi-tawi has eco-tourism potential but both areas 

face wildlife trafficking threats, USAID continued. 

Such areas host some of the Philippines’ most biodiverse habitats and unique species but are exposed to 

various human threats like wildlife poaching and trafficking, destructive fishing as well as conversion of 

forests, mangroves and wetlands to settlements and agricultural land, USAID said further. 

Protect Wildlife kicked off there last year, noted BMB Director Theresa Mundita Lim. 

“We have thousands of species and continue discovering new ones,” she said at the launch’s side, 

highlighting urgency for the project. 

The project’s chief of party Dr. Ernesto Guiang believes lessons from this undertaking will be useful in 

developing models LGUs can use for long-term biodiversity conservation. 

He also sees need for establishing conservation partnerships at the local level as well. 

“Natural resource loss won’t benefit us all,” he added 


