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THE outdated water code needs a major overhaul in the face of a severe water 

crisis that might creep in sooner than many expected, a legislator and 

representatives of a contractor overseeing a US-led water security project said. 
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“The Philippines will likely encounter a severe water shortage by 2040,” Senator Loren B. 

Legarda said. “But I think it’s actually worse than that because we’re already experiencing 

severe water shortage.” 

Ms. Legarda blamed the impending crisis on the “combined impact of rapid population 

growth and the negative effects of climate change.” She issued the warning during the 

launch of a handbook that aims to guide journalists on how to cover water issues. 

The book is part of an initiative led by the US Agency for International Development 

(USAID), which tapped private firm Aecom International Development to handle its “Be 

Secure” project in the Philippines. The project promotes good governance and boosts the 

country’s capability for long-term water security and resiliency amid climate change. 

“I’m not sure if it should be a new department but we should review and rationalize the 

performance, the mandate of the 30 water agencies lodged under different departments of 

government to see why despite the proliferation of so many agencies we are still waterless,” 

Ms. Legarda said on the sidelines of the event. 

Citing government statistics, USAID said more than 14 million Filipinos had no access to 

safe water in 2013, and 3.3 million in 2014. It said even those with access to water were 

still experiencing some form of water shortage. 

“Ang dami nang magagandang batas (We have plenty of good laws).” 

Ms. Legarda said she was pinning her hopes on a national water summit in the coming 

months, which will be convened by former Trade Undersecretary Ernesto M. Ordoñez, who 



is now in the private sector. The summit will also involve the Department of Environment 

and Natural Resources (DENR) and the Climate Change Commission. 

“It will have recommendations on how to solve the water crisis. I think it’s appropriate to 

say that there is a water crisis already,” she said. 

Elisea G. Gozun, climate resiliency team leader for the USAID project, said the summit aims 

to put together a road map for water security. 

“And if part of that road map shows that there are critical policy reforms and institutional 

reforms, [that’s the] next step,” she said. 

“We just have to update the water code ... it’s circa 1970s and the conditions in the 

Philippines have substantially changed, not just in terms of water but also the demand on 

water itself,” she said. 

Ms. Gozun, a former environment secretary, said the concept of water resource 

management is not yet in the code, and neither are concepts on proper pricing of water, 

demand management, efficiency and conservation. 

She said the USAID project had funded a study that will offer recommendations on how to 

update the water code. 

“It’s going through consultations now under the new administration and hopefully it will feed 

into a policy reform in government,” she said. -- Victor V. Saulon  
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