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ESTABLISHMENT OF KALANGUYA COMMUNITY MUSEUM IN MT. PULAG 
NATIONAL PARK: RESULTS OF A PRELIMINARY ARCHAEOLOGICAL 

ASSESSMENT IN BARANGAY TAWANGAN, KABAYAN, BENGUET 
November-December 1998 

 
Lerma de Lima Yambot & Israel B. Cabanilla 

 
 
 
This report is based on the preliminary archaeological assessment of Barangay 
Tawangan of the Municipality of Kabayan in the Province of Benguet on November 9-
13, 1998.  The rapid archaeological assessment was commissioned to the writers by 
the National Integrated Protected Areas Programme (NIPAP) in the framework of its 
livelihood component and in support of a people-driven initiative aimed at 
establishing a community museum at the periphery of the Mount Pulag National 
Park.  Through this initiative, members of one Interest Group based in Barangay 
Tawangan proposed to preserve the Kalanguya cultural identity and to establish the 
basis for alternative livelihoods related to eco-cultural tourism.  The team included 
Maria Luisa Lucas-Fernan of NIPAP, Lerma de Lima Yambot of Ugnayang Pang-
Aghamtao, Inc. (UGAT), and Israel B. Cabanilla of the University of the Philippines 
Anthropology Museum.  

Tawangan is a Kalanguya settlement in a predominantly Ibaloi municipality.  It is 
separated by 16 kilometres from Ballay, the nearest barangay accessible through the 
road system.  Tawangan remains rather isolated because the road from Ballay to 
Tawangan is extremely rugged and practically impassable during the rainy season.  
The surest way of getting in and out of Tawangan is still by walking to Ballay, which 
takes about two and a half to three and half-hours.  In spite of this condition, the 
traditional Kalanguya culture is now being transformed.  The mountain rice culture 
complex is now giving way to commercial vegetable gardening and the pond fields 
have been drained to make them more suitable to carrots and cabbages. 

The threat of loss of traditional Kalanguya culture is aggravated by the fact that 
Kalanguya culture is poorly documented.  Except for the occasional and popular 
article, no published ethnography of any Kalanguya community is available.  (Of 
course, there is Dr. Lope A. Calanog’s 1985 MA thesis entitled Swidden Cultivation in 
Kabayan, Benguet, Philippines: Its Impact on National Park Establishment.) The 
issue of Kalanguya “ethnicity” has been muddled by contradictory labels used to refer 
to the different Kalanguya-speaking communities scattered in the different provinces 
of Benguet, Ifugao, Nueva Vizcaya, Nueva Ecija, and Pangasinan.  This prompted 
Kalanguya leaders to hold the 1st Kalanguya Congress held in April 13-16, 1994 in 
Loo, Buguias, Benguet.  A major output of this congress is the resolution asserting 
the use of the ethnolinguistic name Kalanguya to refer to themselves and their 
communities.   
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1 METHODOLOGY 

Two community meetings were held on November 10 and November 11, 1998.  
These meetings served as briefing for the Tawangan community on the requirements 
of setting up and maintaining a community museum. [See Figure 1 1st Community 
Meeting, November 10, 1998 and Figure 2 2nd Community Meeting, November 11, 
1998. 

The archaeological survey was limited at this time of the year to the settlement area 
and three burial rock shelters pre-identified by the community.  There are probably 
other rock shelters in the area but the weather was too harsh to go looking for other 
sites, too far from the settlement. 

The survey team requested the services of Apo Ginseman Bay∂ng to officiate in the 
ritual requirements of opening the burials.  On site offerings consisted of traditional 
Kalanguya clothing, tapuy (local rice wine), old coins, new coins, and biscuits.  [See 
Figure 3 Ritual Offerings at Hal-long with Apo Ginseman   Ritual meal offerings 
of chicken, rice, and tapuy were given after assessment of burial caves.  [See Figure 
4 Meal Offering for Manholed]   
 

2 OBSERVATIONS 

2.1.1 Hal-long Rock Shelter 

Hal-long literally means going up which is the direction of the rock shelter from the 
river (pa?loc) which is just about a few meters below.  Above the rock shelter is the 
forest located east of the Tawangan settlement.  The rock shelter is located 
N16º39'13" and E120º54'92".  [See Figure 5 Hal-long Rock Shelter] 

A single rectangular wooden coffin made of hardwood (tual) rests on a platform of 
stone riprap.  The coffin measures 160 cm. length, 50 cm. width, 57 cm. diameter, 
and 8 cm. thickness, and has a cover measuring 196 cm. long, 60 centimetres wide, 
and 11 centimetres thick.  [See Figure 6 Hal-long Coffin] 

The coffin contains the skeletal remains of five individuals: four adults and one child.  
The skeletal remains are not articulated but all skulls are complete, femurs are also 
complete.  Even the smaller bones have not yet deteriorated. [See Figure 7
 Skeletal Remains Inside Coffin] 

Unlike Kabayan and Mankayan coffins, which bear animal and geometric design 
etchings, the Hal-long coffin bears a very simple decoration made by making small 
bolo chips all round the rim.  The cover has three wooden pegs (bagal) on top and 
one beneath to prevent the crack on the wood from progressing.  [See Figure 8
 Coffin Two with Wooden Pegs Visible on Right Side] 

No grave furniture is found inside the coffin although associated with the coffin in the 
burial rock shelter is a single earthenware pot (now broken) with its bottom blackened 
by soot.  [See Figure 1 1st Community Meeting, November 10, 1998] 

No other associations can be found with the burial but the rock shelter is currently 
used for storage of sacks of chicken dung used as fertiliser for the vegetable gardens 
nearby.    [See Figure 10 Hal-long Rock Shelter now used for Storage of Chicken 
Dung]   

Considering the location of the rock shelter and the extent of the shelter it provides, it 
is very possible that an earlier population may have used this as habitation.  This can 
only be confirmed if a systematic excavation of the cave is undertaken. 
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2.1.2 Manholed I 

There are two rock shelters in Manholed.  Manholed I is nearer the settlement and 
located N16º39'54" E120º54'92".  It consists of a whole rock measuring three meters 
long, 2.44 meters wide, and 1.22 meters tall.   [See Figure 11  Manholed I]  It 
has an opening of about four feet wide.  Stone riprap is found on the cave entrance 
that may have been used to seal the cave.  [See Figure 12 Manholed Entrance] 

A single coffin made from pinewood is inside the cave chamber.  The coffin is 
rectangular measuring 118 centimetres long, 46 centimetres wide, and has a 
diameter of 37 centimetres.  The cover consists of a single piece with a very 
simplified animal head figure on its tip and measures 133 centimetres long with the 
head, 125.5 centimetres long excluding the head figure, and 53 centimetres wide.  
[See Figure 13  Numerous Skeletal Remains but Coffin is Empty, Figure 14
 Coffin Cover, and Figure 15 Manholed I Coffin Cover] 

The coffin, which is oriented towards the river (West), contains dried grass and a 
single femur with no skull.  Apparently, the contents have been removed earlier.  
However, the cave chamber itself contains 25 skulls, some of which have 
deteriorated.  A number of big bones are still preserved but the small bones have 
deteriorated. 

Association consists of poorly fired earthenware cooking pot and a single flintstone.  
[See Figure 16 Earthenware Pottery Association with Manholed I Burial and 
Figure 17  Detail of Pottery from Manholed I] 
 
2.1.3 Manholed II 

Manholed II is a small cave located N16º29'54" E120º55'20".  The entrance is 
oriented towards the North15ºEast.  The cave dimension is 2.6 meters long, 2.5 
meters wide, and 115 meters tall.  [See Figure 18 Manholed II] 

There is no coffin inside the cave but strewn about in the cave chamber are 10 skulls, 
seven of which are almost complete while three have only skullcaps remaining.  [See 
Figure 19 Inside Manholed II]  No small bones are visible although a careful 
screening of the deposits will probably reveal some which have not completely 
disintegrated.  There are at least nine pieces of whole femurs, probably some 
fragmentary ones may be recovered if the deposits were screened. 

One very remarkable skull has been noted.  Although no longer complete since only 
the frontal part is intact, it exhibits a very high cranial vault so that overall appearance 
looks like a mask.  This is a possible case of head reshaping.  Further investigation is 
needed to confirm this both in the archaeological and ethnographic contexts since 
there has been no previous reports of head reshaping anywhere in the Cordillera.*  
[See Figure 20 A Possible Case of Head Reshaping] 

Associated cultural material consists of the earthenware pottery.  Again it looks like a 
single pot accompanying the burial.  Unlike the associated pottery in the two other 
burials, this piece is finely made, well polished black pottery.  This excellent piece of 
black pottery is like no other reported in the Philippines. William Solheim, personal 
communication.)  From the initial assessment, all fragments are preserved and 
therefore can be reconstructed later. 
 

                                                
* Artificially reshaped skulls have been recovered in Masao Swamps, Butuan in the 1975 
excavation carried out by the Xavier University and Mindanao State University.  The skulls are 
on exhibit at the Aga Khan Museum in Marawi.  (Maceda, Marcelino.  1979.  An Attempt at 
Writing a Philippine Ethnography.) 
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3 RECOMMENDATIONS 

“Cultural diversity is no less important than biological diversity.”  

Each culture has its own intrinsic worth and each people make its own contribution to 
the culture of the world.  Each culture must be respected, preserved, and enhanced 
for the benefit of future generations.  Therefore, the preservation of threatened 
culture is a matter of great urgency. 

In recognition of the growing threat of loss of the traditional Kalanguya culture, the 
community-based initiative of protecting Kalanguya cultural heritage by establishing a 
community museum deserves commendation.  It should be encouraged and 
supported by all sectors espousing the preservation of cultural heritage and the 
promotion of indigenous peoples’  (IP) rights. 

Based on the preliminary archaeological assessment and community meetings, 
Tawangan residents are eager and willing to work towards the establishment of a 
community museum.  Cultural resources (including archaeological resources) 
available within the Kalanguya community would make a valuable museum exhibit.  
We therefore recommend that: 

1. A community museum committee be organised from among the volunteers from 
the community.  (See Annex A: Rationale for a Kalanguya Community Museum 
and Annex B: Proposal for a Community Museum) 

2. The committee members and volunteers should undergo training on museum 
management, and ethnographic and archaeological research (for documentation 
of museum collection purposes).  [See Annex C: Training Design for Participatory 
Archaeology and Ethnography for Tawangan] 

3. Archaeological excavation of the three burials for the purpose of acquiring a 
reference collection for Kalanguya burial which substantially differs from the Ibaloi 
burials noted in Mankayan and Kabayan.  

4. Draw up an inventory of the ethnographic collection of Kalanguya material 
culture, which can later on be loaned, to the community museum.  [See Figure 21
 Kalanguya Traditional Clothing, Figure 22 Traditional Clothing in Ritual 
Offering,  Figure 23 Basket for Agricultural Produce, Figure 24 Agricultural 
Implements, and Figure 25  Wooden Spice Bowl] 
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ANNEX A 1 Rationale for a Kalanguya Community Museum 

 
Archaeology is one of the four academic sub-disciplines of anthropology.  
Anthropology is defined as the comparative study of mankind.  The three other sub-
disciplines of anthropology are physical or biological anthropology, anthropological 
linguistics, and social and/or cultural anthropology. 

The aim of anthropology is to explain why people behave the way they do in all 
places in all times.  It tries to answer what is man and how is he related to other life 
forms.  What makes a man a man?  What makes a woman a woman?  It attempts to 
explain the seemingly infinite differences of doing the same thing in order to survive 
in a particular place and time.  As it seeks to look for the unique in human behaviour, 
anthropologists too are interested in looking for the universals of human behaviour 
and possibly help look for laws of human cultural development.  

There are three grand goals of archaeology:  (1) to help in culture historical 
reconstruction, (2) to document particular lifestyles and (3) to understand the process 
of cultural development.  

Nobody knows more about Kalanguya culture history than the Kalanguya himself and 
ancestors.  The ethnographic account of the indigenous knowledge system and 
practices (IKSP) of the Kalanguya can be elicited from those who are alive and 
practice it.  But those periods in the past that are not documented, in folklore and 
history, then archaeology may come to the rescue by studying artefacts and artefact 
complexes, study the graves and garbage heaps in order to make these mute 
material evidence yield information and insights into how the people of Kabayan 
adapted to this particular place.  Archaeology can help reconstruct the culture history 
of Kalanguya.  One of the best ways to reconstruct this is by setting up a community 
museum. 

 
Museum for the Masses 

 
A museum is a building where objects  -- natural and cultural  -- are collected, kept 
for posterity, for study, and for display.  An ideal community museum must not be 
only a display museum but a research museum, an on-going concern to attempt to 
collect all relevant specimens that would help the Kalanguya and others understand 
how it feels and think and behave like a Kalanguya.  The collection of natural 
historical specimen will give us an understanding of the physical and geographical 
resources; the botanical and zoological specimens would give us ways and means of 
how these resources were and are being exploited so that the people would survive.  
To understand the behaviour of an ethnic group, we must be able to know the natural 
setting.  Nature sets the physical limits.  Culture, as an adaptive mechanism, tries to 
experiment and exploit the given environment to help its bearer survive and progress.  
Cultural historical reconstruction is an attempt to know what an ethnic group does to 
manipulate the material world to his advantage.  A community museum could and 
should show how man and his environment interact with each other. 
 
Starting a Small Community Museum: Recommendations for Implementation 
Including Budgetary Requirements 
 
One of the best ways to start a museum is to think small, to think Third World.  Do 
not look up to the size of the museum that would compare in scale to the 
Smithsonian Museum of America, or the bigness of the British Museum.  One should 
look for a building and if this is not available, one room, where one can start to store 
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whatever specimens one prioritise to pick.  There must also be people who are 
willing and able to start and see it survive.   

An ideal place where to store and later display the collection is in a school building, 
barangay hall, or a house.  What is important is that the specimens would be safe 
from the elements and from robbers.  The community must be involved because 
they, more than anybody else, are the primary beneficiaries of such a project.  It is 
their cultural heritage that is at stake.  Nobody will nurture it except them.  No amount 
of help, whether material or mental, will suffice if they themselves are not interested 
in it. 

We could set up a small museum immediately by bringing a lot of maps - 
topographic, geological, meteorological, and ethnographic - and then bringing in a lot 
of photographs of interesting places and people and writing a brief profile of how 
people earn a living, raise family, and bury their dead.  We could also get information 
about their songs and dances and have it photographed and recorded.  This will take 
at least four to six months to complete depending upon the manpower available and 
logistical allotment. 
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ANNEX A 2 Proposal for a Tawangan Community Museum 

 
Rationale 
 
To showcase the culture of Tawangan and to develop a cultural Center that can 
serve as focal point for the preservation and enhancement of Tawangan 
culture. 
 
Objectives 
 

1. To establish a museum to collect, preserve, study, and display all the 
material and cultural resources related to the understanding of the 
Kalanguya as a distinct cultural group. 

2. Collect the following: 
 

a) Geological, geographic, floral, faunal specimens 
b) Cultural data  

- archaeological 
- ethnographic/material culture (subsistence, maintenance, 

weapons, clothes, etc.) 
- biology 
- folklore 

3. To develop the capability of the Tawangan community in setting up and 
maintaining a community museum. 

 
Project Management Requirements 
 

1. Museum building 
2. Volunteer Staff to be organised by the community with the assistance of 

project consultants (see Training Design) 
- one curator 
- two researchers 
- one artist-illustrator 
- one secretary 
- guards 

3. Consultant for setting up museum (anthropologist/museologist 
4. Archaeological excavation of Tawangan sites 
 
 

Cost Estimates  

Budget for building (P10,000 x 45 sq. m.)  P  450,000 
Setting up exhibit  250,000 
Consultants’ fees   30,000 
Transportation/incidental expenses 30,000 
Archaeological excavation of burials  240,000 

Total cost estimate P1,000,000 
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ANNEX A 3 Training Design for Participatory Archaeology / Ethnography and Museum 
Management for Tawangan 

 
1. OBJECTIVES 
 

General Objective: 
 
To help strengthen the capacity of the Tawangan community to control and 
manage their cultural resources for cultural integrity, biodiversity 
conservation, and sustainable livelihoods by training selected members of the 
community in ethnography, archaeology, and museum management. 
 

Specific Objectives: 
 

1) To train selected members of Tawangan community in the methods of 
ethnography/archaeology and museum management; 

2) To enhance the traditional Kalanguya culture by organising cultural 
programs for community members (i.e., community museum); 

3) To describe the ethnolinguistic identities of the indigenous communities in 
the protected area; 

4) To identify the boundaries of the traditional territories of the Kalanguya 
and describe the historical transformations and demographic changes 
related to their traditional territories; 

5) To describe knowledge systems, beliefs and practices, and institutional 
arrangements related to the control, use and management, protection and 
conservation of the traditional territories and their natural resources; and  

6) To find out how existing beliefs and practices could be enhanced in 
support of the conservation of biological and cultural diversity; and 

 

2. CONTENTS 
 
2.1 Concept of Culture 

• holism and integration of culture 
• culture as adaptive 
• dynamism of culture 
• cultural taboo 

 
2.2 Archaeology 

• role of archaeology in defining the history of a people 
• physical evidences used in reconstructing the past (land use, sacred 

places, old settlements, burial sites) 
• archaeological techniques (exploration, excavation, explanation) 

2.3 Ethnography 
2.3.1 Environment 

• geographical features (geology, climatology, zoology, botany) 
• land and resource use 

 
2.3.2 The People 

• Ethnic Identity 
Ø as they call themselves 
Ø as others call them 

• Language 
Ø relationship with other languages 
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Ø basic word list 
• Demography 
Ø population (sex, age, distribution) 
Ø number of households, average household size 
Ø population migration 
 

• Labour Force 
Ø actual labour force 
Ø rate of employment/unemployment 
Ø human resource and skills inventory 

 
2.3.3 Economic Organisation 

• concepts of nature, natural resources 
• concepts of land, land use, land ownership, property 
• relations of production (what structures underlie production, kinship, 

household, community) 
• purposes of production: food, ritual, barter, market, etc. 
• management practices of the various subsistence activities within the 

annual production cycle: hunting, food gathering, fishing, swidden 
agriculture, wet rice cultivation, processing of natural products, etc. 

 
2.3.4 Social and Political Organisations 

• kinship data (marriage practices, rites of passage, life cycle) 
• indigenous institutions/organisations 
• customary laws (property and ownership, conflict resolution) 
• village structure/extravillage relationships 
•  

2.3.5 Religion and Religious Organisation 
• worldview 
• belief system 
• rituals (ritual medicine) 
• religious practitioners 
• traditional medicine 

 
2.3.6 Arts and Crafts 

• arts and crafts and their relationship with the natural world, economy, 
politics, religious, and other institutions 

• natural resources used for arts and crafts 
• uses of arts and crafts 
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SAMPLE SCHEDULE 
 
Training in Participatory Archaeological / Ethnographic Documentation and 
Community Museum Management, Tawangan, Kabayan, Benguet 
 

Day 1 
 
 PM 

 Introduction 
• objective of the training 
• introduction of training module  

History of Tawangan 
• time line of events 
• major changes in the lives of the Kalanguya 
• changes in environment 

 
Day 2 
 
AM 

Wrap-up 

Levelling of Expectations 
• introduction of community trainees and sharing of expectations 

Workshop: Visual Presentation of Tawangan 
• Group 1: Mapping of Tawangan (including distribution of houses, roads, 

tribal centre, trails, water sources, etc.) 
• Group 2:  Mapping of Tawangan with planned infrastructures and 

settlement pattern 

Presentation of Group 1 and 2 
 
PM 

Archaeology 

Location 
• Maps (map of the Philippines, map of Benguet and topography map) to 

contextualize Kalanguya in space 
• Role of archaeology in defining the history of a people 
• Physical evidence used in reconstructing the past (land use, sacred 

places, old settlements, burial sites) 
 
Day 3 
 
Site Visit 
• Burial site 
• Identifying and documenting artefacts for archaeological exhibit 
• Photography 
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Day 4 
 
AM 
Recap 
 
Kinship Genealogy 
• Role and importance of kinship 
• Exercise in kinship chart 

Presentation of findings 
 
PM 

Life Cycle (draw up inventory of material culture) 
• Group 1: pregnancy, childbirth, and socialisation 
• Group 2: courtship, marriage, old age, and death 

Presentation of Findings 
 
Day 5 
 
AM 
Recap 
Economic Life (including inventory of material culture) 
• Group 1: description of swidden cultivation/rice culture/communal 

gardening 
• Group 2: description of hunting and gathering of forest and non-timber 

products 
Presentation of findings 
 
PM 

Political Life (include inventory of material culture) 
• Indigenous political organisation 
• Leadership 
• Decision-making and conflict resolution 
 
Day 6 
 
AM 

Religion (include inventory of ritual paraphernalia) 
• Group 1: worldview – origin of life; origin of Kalanguya; belief system 
• Group 2: rituals and ritual practitioners 

 
PM 

Arts and Crafts 
• Samples of crafts 
 
BREAK 
 
Day 7-8 

Recap / Practicum for museology – preliminary collection 
Assignments for community researchers - document, material culture, 
photography, drawings. 
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Day 9 

Setting up exhibit 

Day 10-11 

Archaeological field work practicum 

Day 12 

Summing up 

Evaluation 

Planning – Specific course of action and setting up of organisation for the 
community museum 
 
 
Cost Estimates       P200,000 
 

 
For training design, professional fees, per diem, transportation, instructional materials
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Figure 1 1st Community Meeting, November 10, 1998 

 
 
 

Figure 2 2nd Community Meeting, November 11, 1998 
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Figure 3 Ritual Offerings at Hal-long with Apo Ginseman Bayong Officiating  

 

 

Figure 4 Meal Offering for Manholed 
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Figure 5 Hal-long Rock Shelter  

 

 
 

Figure 6 Hal-long Coffin 
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Figure 7 Skeletal Remains Inside Coffin 

 

 

 

Figure 8 Coffin Two with Wooden Pegs Visible on Right Side  
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Figure 9 Earthenware Pottery Associated with Burial in Hal-long  

 
 

Figure 10 Hal-long Rock Shelter now used for Storage of Chicken Dung 
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Figure 11  Manholed I  

 
 

Figure 12 Manholed Entrance 
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Figure 13  Numerous Skeletal Remains but Coffin is Empty 

 
 

Figure 14 Coffin Cover 
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Figure 15 Manholed I Coffin Cover  

 
 

Figure 16 Earthenware Pottery Association with Manholed I Burial 
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Figure 17  Detail of Pottery from Manholed I 

 
 

Figure 18 Manholed II 
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Figure 19 Inside Manholed II 

 
 

Figure 20 A Possible Case of Head Reshaping 
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Figure 21 Kalanguya Traditional Clothing  

 
 

Figure 22 Traditional Clothing in Ritual Offering 
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Figure 23 Basket for Agricultural Produce 

 
 
 

Figure 24 Agricultural Implements 
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Figure 25  Wooden Spice Bowl 

 
 


