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AS the dust settles after the tumultuous confirmation process for Gina Lopez, everyone interested in environmental 
issues seems to be asking the same question of everyone else: who will PRRD appoint next? 
 
I have actually been asked that question maybe five times already in the last 24 hours - and fifth in the last 72! 
Actually the preponderance of text messages I get has shifted from an overwhelming outpouring of “congratulations” 
to a now more sober “Sino ang ipapalit?”.  
 
Many times my answer to “Congratulations” has been “for what?”. And I didn’t reply that way in jest. Because what I 
wished to convey to my text mates who apparently saw the rejection of Ms. Lopez’ appointment as something for me 
and for my friends to cheer about, I in turn viewed that turn of events as just the first in a series of challenges facing 
those who believe in Responsible mining like I do.  
 
The tougher battle for me and my friends in the industry in fact is the battle for the hearts and minds of the general 
public-- or at least that segment that has remained open minded to the possibility that responsible mining does have 
a place in a booming economy that lifts all boats.  
 
After Madame Gina herself acknowledged a number of examples of responsible mining practitioners - surely a tough 
thing for her to have done but something I salute her for -- I am hoping that convincing the public that responsible 
mining IS real will be less of a challenge.  
 
I have always said that there are Responsible and there are Irresponsible mining operations in the Philippines today. 
Contrary to what the most rabid anti mining advocates would want to think, greed is not a monopoly of miners, and it 
is not a fair description of the whole Industry.  
 
But just like other industries and other professions, smoking out and taking to task the irresponsible and illegal ones 
is not an easy task. And pointing them out is not a usual practice in any industry. You’ve never heard the IBP issue a 
list of the Irresponsible lawyers, have you? Or the KBP publish the list of the AC/DC mediamen? Have you heard of 
universities point out which among them are “diploma mills”? Similarly it is difficulty to insist that the responsible 
miners be the ones to identify the irresponsible ones - ones who normally are in cahoots with corrupt people in the 
bureaucracy where in the regulatory agencies or the LGUs.  
 
In fact a self-confessed mining contractor, in a Facebook comment on one of my posts, claims to know of a P50 
million payoff to a high ranking DENR official; but all he says was he was in the business between 2007-2011. He 
wouldn’t go beyond that so the sleuthing has to be left to the sleuths.  
 
Gina was right when she bewailed manpower issues within the bureaucracy at the DENR - as it is the case, I am 
sure, in almost every one of the departments that the Cabinet secretaries head. But I feel she went about it the wrong 
way - trying to establish a parallel organization of people she says she could rely on - which only served to make 
things worse for the DENR as a whole. The next DENR secretary has that to worry about and how to marshall the 
meager resources of his department while achieving the proper harnessing of our natural resources while protecting 
the environment through the proper application of all environmental laws. 
 
Who best for the DENR? I am told there are a number of decent insiders who know what they are talking about and 
understand how the bureaucracy works. If one of them is chosen it might best to call all environment and natural 
resource stakeholders to a summit where a reasonable course of action can be hammered out that addresses the 
most serious issues raised while maximizing the greatest opportunities for the economy. This might be contentious, 
admittedly so it might be a process of many steps. But heck if even Pope Francis in his encyclical “Laudato Si” calls 
for an inclusive approach to dealing with the challenges and consequences of climate change, why shouldn’t we 
follow his lead? 
 
By the way I would suggest that the next DENR secretary mandate the reading of all the 246 numbered paragraphs 
of Laudato Si. It will be a good starting point for discussions, which should also include representatives from the 
media because they too have a major role to play in all of this. Anyway just read the encyclical and hopefully you’ll 
see what His Holiness the Pope is trying to drive at.  
 
In the meantime I am off to a Communist country where foreign direct investments have catapulted its mining industry 
to second place above real estate as an engine for economic growth. (Buti pa sila!) 
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