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WITH former Environment Secretary Gina Lopez’s third attempt to hurdle the vetting process of the Commission on 
Appointments ending in failure, the feisty environment activist has no more chance of saving her post. She goes back 
to the private sector, or waits for a new offer to serve the government in another capacity, if and when President 
Duterte makes the move. 
 
This development counts Lopez as the second cabinet member to be rejected by the CA, the first being Perfecto 
Yasay of the DFA. 
 
Gina’s failure to get the nod of the powerful Commission on Appointments after trying hard to woo the legislators may 
be traced to a confluence of events and actions, both those she can control and those she cannot. 
 
One of the problems is rooted within the organizational setup of the Department of Environment and Natural 
Resources. The DENR has two arguably opposed functions.  
 
First, it is tasked with preserving the natural environment for the benefit of the people and of future generations. The 
department does this as mandated by law, and strict parameters are set on how the preservation is to be done. 
 
Second, the DENR also issues permits for mining activities, aside from logging, transport of forest products, etc. It is 
in charge of sustainable exploitation of our natural resources to earn revenues for the government. In the pursuance 
of this second mandate, the DENR had to inexorably engage in a symbiotic relationship with business, both big and 
small. 
 
Gina’s main fault is that coming as she does from environment activism, she initially could not distance herself from 
this leftist orientation, and had even bolstered her image by engaging big mining companies in acrimonious debates 
and unrealistic rules or impositions. 
 
She failed to recognize that moving quietly within the system and not flexing the muscle of confrontation are the best 
tactics in such an uncanny situation.  
 
So Gina has no one to blame but herself for her inability to convince the CA that she deserves the position. Too bad 
because Gina Lopez is one lady who sincerely cares for the environment, and had been in the thick of this lofty 
endeavor years before she joined the government. 
 
Lopez is expected to continue with her advocacy for the environment even outside of the government and this is 
where she could better make use of her talents and skills. 
 
Meanwhile, the mining sector and the economy as a whole can heave a sigh of relief in the interim, and hope that the 
next DENR secretary can better strike a balance between sustainable use of natural resources and regulatory 
functions. 
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