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„NO TO MINE CLOSURE‟ – Protesters in Barangay Talavera in Taganaan, Surigao del Note – with laterite silt on 

their faces to symbolize support for nickel extraction in Hinatuan Island – staged a rally February 22 to denounce the 

possible closure of Hinatuan Mining Corporation, which operates in Hinatuan Island and employs hundreds of local 

residents. (Roel N. Catoto) 

Butuan City – The regional office of the Department of Labor and Employment (DOLE 13) here started to set 

into motion, Friday, measures to address the plight of thousands of workers who will be affected by the closure 

of 14 mining companies by the Department of Environment and Natural Resources (DENR) in the provinces 

of Surigao del Norte, Surigao del Sur, and Dinagat Islands. 

Among the intervention measures the DOLE 13 will be extending to the workers will be the “Tulong 

Panghanapbuhay sa ating Disadvantaged/ Displaced Workers (Tupad),” which is a component of the DOLE 

Livelihood and Emergency Employment Program (Dileep). 

This was disclosed by DOLE 13 Director Evelyn R. Ramos who said that the agency was among the 

departments that was participating in a three-day Strategic Planning and Workshop, organized by the Office of 

the President through the DENR, that started yesterday here. 



The workshop, participated in by officials from the Department of Social Welfare and Development (DSWD), 

Department of Agriculture, Department of Trade and Industry (DTI), Department of Tourism (DOT), 

Department of Agriculture (DA), and National Housing Authority (NHA),will seek remedies and other 

assistance measures that could be extended to workers when the mining companies finally close shop. 

The agencies were tasked by Malacanang to help the DENR in crafting a positive approach that will integrate 

all poverty-alleviation programs to lift up and improve the poor conditions of the people in the affected 

communities of mining operations. 

Ramos said there was a need to be prepared for the effect of the closure, and suspension of operations in the 

mining areas, as it would also have an impact on other businesses and employment in the region. 

The workshop was staged even as pro-mining protesters staged a rally in Barangay Talavera in Taganaan, 

Surigao del Norte to denounce the closure order of Hinatuan Mining Corporation, which operates in Hinatuan 

Island. 

DOLE 13 is already conducting on-site inspection to check on the status of the mining operations and 

determine the exact number of workers that will be affected. 

 


