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The extent of a massive landslide is seen very close to a cement factory in Naga, central 

Philippines Friday, Sept. 21, 2018. Philippine troops and police forcibly evacuated 

residents of five villages vulnerable to landslides after the collapse of a mountainside 

buried dozens of homes. (AP Photo/Bullit Marquez) 

A WEEK after temporarily halting the quarrying operations in selected regions following 

the tragic landslide near the site of the Apo-Cemex quarry in Naga City, Cebu, 

Environment Secretary Roy A. Cimatu lifted the suspension order. 

In a hastily called press conference on Thursday afternoon, Cimatu allowed quarrying 

operations to resume in select areas after teams from the Department of 

Environment and Natural Resources (DENR) conducted a quick assessment and site 

inspection in their areas of operations. 

The decision to fast-track the investigation was made so as 

not to affect the price of cement and other construction 

materials that might impact on the “Build, Build, Build” 

(BBB) infrastructure program of the Duterte 

administration. 
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Trade Secretary Ramon M. Lopez requested Cimatu to expedite the inspection of 

quarrying activities it ordered suspended and placed under review. The DENR issued the 

order following twin landslides that killed at least 62 people in Naga City, Cebu, and 78 

people in Itogon, Benguet. 

The DENR review teams assured the public of the safety of the quarry operations, 

prompting Cimatu to greenlight most of them. 

During the press conference, without giving exact numbers, Cimatu said about 90 

percent of all quarrying companies are now allowed to resume operation, with just 10 

percent hanging in the balance. 

“There are also no communities that may be affected in the sites,” Cimatu told reporters. 

According to Cimatu, drones helped the teams come up with the quick assessment. 

A partial list of quarrying operations covered by the lifting of suspension orders included: 

Holcim Mining and Development Corp. in La Union, Northern Cement Corp. in Sison, 

Pangasinan, Heirs of Elias E. Olegano in Pangasinan, ISAG, Holcim Mining and 

Development Corp. in Bulacan, Republic Cement in Bulacan, Eagle Cement in Bulacan; 

ISAG in the Province of Pampanga and one in Zambales; Republic Cement and Building 

Materials Inc. in Taysan, Batangas, Lafarge Holcim Aggregates Corp. in Angono, Rizal, 

Orophil Stonecraft Corp. in Baao, Camarines Sur, Holcim Resources and Development 

Corp. in Lugait, Misamis Oriental and Dalipuga, Iligan City; and Holcim Mining and 

Development Corp. in Davao City. 

62 bodies 

Meanwhile, the search and retrieval team in Naga has so far recovered the bodies of 62 

people. 

A total of 28 others are listed as “missing” as of September 27. 



Cimatu issued the temporary suspension order stopping all quarrying operations 

in Ilocos, Central Luzon, Calabarzon, Bicol, Central Visayas, Northern Mindanao, Davao 

and Caraga regions a day after landslides in two separate sites buried 30 houses. 

Before the Naga City landslide, another landslide had occurred in the mining tenement of 

Benguet Corp. in Barangay Ucab, in the municipality of Itogon, Benguet province. 

As of September 27, the death toll in the Itogon landslide has reached 78, with still 30 

others listed as missing. The victims are small-scale miners who took shelter in old 

shanties that were buried by tons of rocks and soil debris during the onslaught of 

Typhoon Ompong. 

DTI’s plea 

The environment department on Thursday was urged to fast-track its evaluation of 

quarrying sites to ensure the country’s cement production and supply remain stable. 

Trade Undersecretary Ruth B. Castelo said Lopez wants the normalization of quarrying 

operations soon to ensure supply of cement remains stable in the market. 

“Cement prices as of now are still stable. However, with the suspension order of the 

DENR, the production of Apo [Land and Quarry Corp.], one of the biggest cement 

manufacturers in the Philippines, is affected,” Castelo told reporters in a mix of English 

and Filipino. 

“I understand it [Apo] contributes 60 percent of the national requirement,” she added. 

The trade official explained it is crucial to have a steady production and supply of cement 

given that the government is undertaking a massive infrastructure program. She warned 

that a slowdown in cement production might take a toll on several big-ticket public 

infrastructure this administration is putting up. 

“We will not allow…a shortage in supply,” Castelo said. 



“We will arrest any possibility as early as now. More importations could be possible to 

beef up the supply here and for the government’s Build, Build, Build to not take any of 

the impact, especially now that it is in full swing,” she revealed. 

Apo operations nationwide are covered by the DENR suspension order. The quarrying 

firm has the mining rights to the area where the landslide in Naga City took place. 
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