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The Department of Environment and Natural Resources (DENR) intends to put in place a comprehensive package of 
reforms that will fast-track the processing and issuance of titles over alienable and disposable lands.  
 
During the first National Land Summit held in Manila, Roy Cimatu, environment secretary, said the government is 
more committed than ever to clear bottlenecks in land titling to ensure security of tenure for every landowner.  
 
“Achieving social justice in land titling and improved land administration and management are among the priority 
agenda of the DENR under the Duterte administration… The department will sustain the computerized approval of 
land surveys and processing of public land applications and implement an accelerated land titling project nationwide 
on residential lands beginning 2019,” Cimatu said. 
 
Cimatu added the DENR will pursue full automation of its land records and establish a single control map over its 
survey and tenure instruments as well as come up with a 30-year roadmap for the country’s land sector. 
 
“To achieve these breakthroughs efficiently, we need partnerships with other agencies and the local governments. 
We also need the strong support of surveyors, the academe and the private sector to ensure sufficiency in the 
manpower and capability required, as well as in disseminating information to the people,” he said. 
 
Speaking at the summit, LeoncioEvasco Jr., cabinet secretary,noted the need for all government agencies involved in 
land titling to be efficient especially since right to property is among the fundamental rights under the Constitution.  
 
Cimatualso emphasized the need to resolve “loopholes” in the country’s land laws, which can be traced back more 
than a century ago from the Cadastral Act of 1913 to the Commonwealth Act No. 141 or the Public Land Act of 1936, 
Property Registration Decree of 1978, and the Handog Titulo Free Patent program for residential lands. 
 
He also cited the Comprehensive Agrarian Reform Program in 1988 for landless tenant-farmers, and the Indigenous 
Peoples Rights Act of 1997 with its provisions on ancestral lands and ancestral domains. 
 
“The best intentions of these laws, however, were operationally bedeviled by numerous requirements, delays in the 
issuance and registration of patents and certificate of land ownership awards, overlapping claims, and double 
issuance of land titles,” Cimatu said. 
 
He added that both the national and local governments have poor access to complete, consistent and updated land 
information. He also noted the minimal contributions of land management to the Philippine economy in terms of land 
tax and transactions, compared to neighboring countries like Thailand, Malaysia and Singapore. 
 
As an initial step towards promoting land tenurial security in the country, the DENR recently hired 159 lawyers who 
were assigned to the Community Environment and Natural Resources Offices to ensure faster resolution of land 
cases. 
 
DENR also said it is working towardsfull operation of the Land Administration and Management System, a 
computerized information system designed to provide effective management of land records and efficient delivery of 
land transactions and information services to the public. 
 
Once fully operational, DENR expects improved access to information on cadastral maps, approved land survey 
plans, public land applications, and patents in all regional offices. 
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