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More than 20 years ago, there were only a few opportunities for trade and employment in Barangay Buanoy in the 
southwestern Cebu town of Balamban. 
 
Such is no longer the case these days.  
 
From being a fourth-class municipality, Balamban became a first-class town with a total regular income of P301.9 
million in the same year, according to data from the Commission on Audit. 
 
From a few stores, more than 1,300 business permits were renewed in 2014 and 242 new business permits were 
issued by the local government.  
 
The number of business permit renewals rose to 1,327 in 2015. 
 
Among the fast-growing barangays are Buanoy and Arpili, where the West Cebu Industrial Park (WCIP), the 
economic zone that hosts Tsuneishi Heavy Industries, Inc. (THI). 
 
Charlie Ombao, THI factory support department manager, said that in 1994, he had to go to the Poblacion or town 
center to buy a beer.  
 
He was among the first employees of THI and worked during the construction stage of the shipbuilding firm. 
 
Due to labor migration, Balamban’s population grew to 70,000 in 2014, almost double that of 1995, a year after THI 
was established. 
 
THI has 11,260 employees and 760 of them are direct hires.  
 
THI hired qualified residents from Buanoy and from other parts of Balamban, as well as those coming from 
neighboring Toledo City. 
 
Residents like Jamaica Quimod could not imagine how their lives would have turned out if THI had not invested in the 
town. Quimod’s mother found a job at K & A, another locator at WCIP. 
 
Jamaica got a scholarship from the Tsuneishi Foundation to study civil engineering at the University of San Jose 
Recoletos. She graduated in March 2016 and began working at THI shortly after as a field engineer. 
 
Quimod says that with THI, she sees her dreams becoming reality. “I want to study further, build a house for my 
parents, and visit places around the world,” she said. 
 
Ombao said that THI continues to look for growth opportunities to be able to help Filipinos like Quimod. 
 
Last year, THI built 20 vessels. It received 15 orders that are scheduled for delivery this year. 
 



To provide quality products on schedule, THI chose AboitizPower to provide reliable and stable power for its 
operations.  
 
AboitizPower is the holding company for the Aboitiz Group’s investments in power generation, distribution, and retail 
electricity services.  
 
The company is one of the largest power producers in the Philippines with a balanced mix portfolio of assets located 
across the country.  
 
It is a major producer of Cleanergy, its brand for clean and renewable energy with several hydroelectric and 
geothermal power generation facilities. It also has various fossil-fired power plants in its generation portfolio to 
support the baseload and peak energy demands of the country. 
 
The company also owns distribution utilities that operate in high-growth areas in Luzon, Visayas, and Mindanao, 
including the second and third largest private utilities in the country. 
 
Under the Retail Competition and Open Access regime, big power consumers like THI, or those that require 1 
megawatt or more, have the option to choose their own licensed retail electricity suppliers. 
 
“We chose AboitizPower because we trust them. They have a track record of being a reliable and a responsible 
power company,” Ombao said. 
 
Ombao said that THI takes its responsibility to the community and the environment seriously. In line with its parent 
company’s vision and mission, the facility in Balamban treats its wastewater before discharge, segregates its wastes 
so that only residual wastes are brought to the municipal landfill for final disposal, and complies with DENR 
regulations and standards on the treatment and disposal of hazardous materials. 
 
THI also encourages its employees to participate in annual tree and mangrove planting activities. Every year, THI 
aims to plant 2,500 indigenous tree seedlings in the uplands of Balamban and 5,000 mangrove propagules on 
foreshore areas. – Reuters 
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