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NATURE RESPITE LPPCHEA PARK Senator Cynthia A. Villar, chair of the Senate committee on environment, 

together with DENR-NCR focal officer for LPPCHEA Rey Aguinaldo present to the media a miniature scale 

representation of the soon-to-rise Las Pinas-Paranaque Wetland Park at LPPCHEA. TIEZA approved a R45 million 

budget for LPPCHEA’s conservation, which included the construction of the Wetland Centre, Birdhives, Boardwalk 

and View Towers at the Long Island. The DENR has also allocated R10 million for the construction of the Nature 

Hall and Boardwalk and the installation of electricity & water. Villar SIPAG will construct the Visitors Center. 

Unknown to many, one doesn’t have to leave Metro Manila for a respite from the city’s traffic jam and 

polluted scene. Located in the south of Manila Bay is a wetland ecosystem where one could commune 

with the wonders of nature. 

The 175-hectare Las Piñas-Parañaque Critical Habitat and Eco-Tourism Area (LPPCHEA) is a 

proclaimed critical habitat by virtue of Presidential Decree Nos. 1412 and 1412-A. It is a sanctuary to rare 

and migratory birds and diverse flora and marine species. 

It is composed of two islands, the Freedom Island in the Parañaque side, and the Long Island in the Las 

Piñas side. 

It has 30 hectares of mangrove forest, accepted as the thickest and most diverse in Manila Bay. To date, 

11 species of mangroves are growing in the area. These are the bungalon, bakauan babae, bakauan bato, 

pototan, kolasi, pagatpat, banalo, tabigi, saging-saging, buta-buta, and nilad. 

The wetland ecosystem is also home and known breeding area of Philippine ducks, a vulnerable specie as 

listed by the International Union for Conservation of Nature and Natural Resources. Chinese egret, 

common greenshank, and black-winged stilts are also found here along with 82 other wild bird species 

coming from as far as China, Japan, and Siberia. 

On March 15, 2013, LPPCHEA was recognized as a Wetland of International Importance by the Ramsar 

Convention for its critical role in the survival of threatened, restricted-range, and congregatory bird 

species. One percent of the remaining black stilts can be found here, or 1,000 of the remaining 100,000 in 

the world. 



The Ramsar Convention or the Convention on Wetlands, which was signed on Feb. 2, 1971 in Ramsar, 

Iran, is an international treaty for the conservation and sustainable use of wetlands. 

Over 2,200 sites in the world are included in this list. Aside from LPPCHEA, six other Ramsar sites are 

found in the Philippines, namely: 1. the Puerto Princesa Subterranean River National Park in Palawan; 2. 

the Tubbataha Reefs National  Marine Park in Sulu; 3. the Agusan Marsh Wildlife Sanctuary in Agusan 

del Sur; 4. the Naujan Lake National Park in Oriental Mindoro; 5. the Olango Island Wildlife Sanctuary 

in Cebu; and 6. the Negros Occidental Coastal Wetlands Conservation Area in Negros Occidental. 

The survival of this nature reserve has been threatened by reclamation projects and poor solid waste 

management until recently, the Department of Environment and Natural Resources (DENR) cancelled the 

environmental clearance certificate issued to contractors in 2011 due to its potential to harm the 

environment. 

Sen. Cynthia Villar, chairperson of the Senate Committee on Environment and Natural Resources, has 

been in the forefront of the campaign for the conservation of LPPCHEA. Along with majority of Las 

Piñas residents, she filed a petition before the Supreme Court to issue a Writ of Kalikasan to protect 

Manila Bay from reclamation. 

Villar echoed the stand of experts that the airport project will cause flooding as high as eight meters in 

Parañaque, Las Piñas, and Cavite. The destruction of the spawning hotspot of fingerlings will also deprive 

300,000 poor fishermen of their livelihood. 

Along with residents of surrounding communities, schools, and public and private organizations, Villar 

has been holding regular clean up and tree planting activities in the area. She considers it a major victory 

when DENR cancelled the ECC, which prompted reclamation proponents to abandon their projects in 

Manila Bay. 

“With these challenges out of the way, we can now proceed with the realization of our vision to develop 

LPPCHEA as a nature lover’s destination in Metro Manila,” Villar said. “LPPCHEA can be developed as 

an alternative destination to shopping malls and other air-conditioned structures around the metropolis. 

This way, we can raise awareness on the value of LPPCHEA to flora and fauna and the surrounding 

communities,” she added. 

Villar announced the signing of a memorandum of agreement between DENR, the Tourism Infrastructure 

and Enterprise Zone Authority (TIEZA), Department of Tourism (DOT), and the Villar Social Institute 

for Poverty Alleviation and Governance (SIPAG) for the development of the Las Piñas-Parañaque 

Wetland Park at LPPCHEA. 

Under the agreement, DENR will allocate P10 million to build nature trails boardwalk and the installation 

of water and electricity in the area and TIEZA will give P45 million for the construction of facilities such 

as the Wetland Center, birdhides, and view towers. Villar SIPAG will donate for the construction of the 

visitors’ center. 

The Wetland Center will house a wetland museum, a training center, the office of DENR, a restaurant, 

and a souvenir shop. 

The development of the wetland park is designed by the Society for the Conservation of Philippine 

Wetlands as patterned after the Hong Kong Wetland Park, a popular tourist attraction 20 minutes away 

from the Hong Kong International Airport. 



“We hope to be able to partially finish by October, in time for the holding of the United Nations 

Convention on the Protection of Migratory Species. We want them to see something substantial is being 

done in our wetland park,” Villar said. She also envisions a river cruise coming from the Las Piñas-

Zapote rivers to the wetland park. 

“We need this place to supplement what our students learned about wetland biodiversity as well as raise 

support from tourists for wetland conservation,” Villar said. 

 


